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AND 



D E BAT E S 



IN THE 



Houfe of Commons, 



DURING 

The Fourth Seflion of the Eighth Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain. 

JlN the 24tli Day o^ January^ 1737 i. 
the HooJfe of Commoiu being, accord- 
iirg to Proclamalion, aiTembled, 

A MelTage cjune from his Majefty, 
by SirCharlcs Daltorij Gentleman- U flier 
of the Black Rod, c^irmMmidiitg ihe b^muf^ 
> shk Houfi io attend ifhM^jfJjf immidiaii^ 
fy, h fb€ Hwji 6/ Pdtrs. AccordiDgly 
Mr* Speaker, with the Houfe, wetic up to attend his Ma- 
jdly, and upon their Renim, the Speaker repotted to the 
Houfe his M^jeHy's Speech from the I'hrone, which wai aa 
follows : 

Vou V* B M| 




Adimi 1 1 G^. a. 



1717' JS. 
The King'* Sp«£ji 



[ Gentlemen, 



T Have called yon togetlier for the neceflaiy Difpatch 



1^ 






_ of the publick Bufincfs, which, J hope^ will be cai- 
**,ried on with thaE Prudence, an^i Expedition, wMch " 
** comes the Wirdbm of Parriament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'* I hiive qrdeted the E 111 mates for the Service of the 
" current Year to be laid before you ; and tht Readincfs, 
•* which I have always foynd in you to make the neceflkry 
** Povifions for the Honour, Peace, anci Security of my 
" Crown and Kingdoms, leaves me no Room lo doubc of 
•' tlie fame ZeaK Aifedion, and due Regard for the Sup- 
** port, of niy Governmentj and the publick Safety. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*' 1 hope you are met togetheri in a Difpofition to lay 
'* afide all IJcata and Aninioiities, which may unnecefikrily 
" protraft this Seffion* I am determined, that the Affairs 
" of the Pnblick fhall fuffer no Delay, or Interruption, from 
" jne, upon any Account whatfoever,** 

Mr, Fox then flood up, and introduced his Motion for an 
^'^^^^ Addrefsof Thanks, in the following Manner ; 

* Sir, it has been always the Cuftom of this Houfcj at 
the Beginning of every Seffion of Parliament^ to return his 
Majefty our Hiaiiks for his Speech from the Throne ; but, 
the fevere Stroke, which not only his Majeily and the Royal 
Family, but all the Nation have received fmce our Jaft 
Meeting in the Death of the Queen , requires, thai on this 
Occafion our Thanks to his ^lajefty for his moft gradons 
AnUrances ftiould be attended with our Condoleance for his 
unexpreilible Lofs. A Loft, Sir, which, I flatter myfelf, I 
read in the Eyes of every Genleman who hears me, and 
which mull be regretted by every Subje^ in the Kingdom, 
who retains in hisBreaft one Spark (5f Loyalty and Grantudc. 

Gentlemen cannot mifs to obferv^e, that if his Majefty has 
cxprelTtd himfelf on this Occafion with more Brevity than 
ufual, it is owing to the Remembrance of a Prince ft who 
endeared herfelf in every Relation of Life, either as a Con- 
fort, a Mother^ or a Queen. And tho' her Death, Sir, h 
an afHi<5ling Difpenfation to all the NatioOj yet we cannot 
fuppofe that any of us can feel it fo deeply m the Royal Breall, 
which, while Gie was alive, fhc fo much ea&d of the Toils 
of Government by her Counfels, which never had any other 
Tendency than to promote his Honour by promoting the 
Happinefs of his People. Of tliis. Sir, we had many late 
In fiances^ efpecially when the fovereign Power, in the Abfence 
of her Royai Confort, was delegated into her Hands* On 
ihat OccaJion, Sir, w^c may all remeiuber with what Mode- 
ration 



ratMjQ fhe governed, with what Chearfolnefi fbe rewandeJ* 
aadwitb what Rela£la.nce ihe puniihed ; tho' the Prudence 
cfhtt M^inttBt remierecl the Exerdl'e of tkb hil and mofH. 
ungraiefiil Br^odi of the Koyd Prerogative, but leJdom i*c- 
cefl^iy. Therefore, Sir^ however iomc amongtl us nuy 
di&r in particular Views and Intereib^ I hope we Ihjll ^|1 
anite in paying a Debt of Gmtitude to the Memory of the 
beft of PrinceiTes, as well as of Duiy to the belt of Kings, I 
move, therefore, that this Houf<? fhouJci refolve, that an 
Immbie Addreis be prefentcd to his Majcfty - to tetum his 
Majefty tKe Thanks of thii Hoafe for his molt gradoas 
Speech from the Throne ; to cnjndole with his iMajefty on 
his, and the Nation's jrrepambie Lofs, by the Death of her 
hxt Majdly, and toaCure his M^j^lty^ that this Houfe does 
always ia:ke Part in every Thing that nearly concerns- and 
afiofts htm, and will endeavour to foften every Care that 
may approach him ; to aiTure hh Majefty, that we will 
arefully avoid nil Heats and Animofities i that wc will rea- 
dily and tff^dually raife the Supplies necertiiry for the Ser- 
vice of the current Year; and^ as we are truly fenfible of the 
Regard his Majefty has always ihewn to the Liberties and 
Pfivf leges of his Subjects, that we will* as becomes the Re- 
prefenutives of a grateful People, lofe no Occafion of lelli* 
fying our Affcdion and Zeal for the Support of hia Govern^ 
incnt, and the Prefervation of our excellent Conftitution ; 
and farther^ to befeech his Majelly to be careful of his fa- 
cred and ineftimable Life^ on which the Happinefs of hii 
Family and his People fo immediately depends.' 

This Motion was feconded by * J. Selwyn, jun, and then 
W, Shippen, Efq; fpoke to tlie following Purpofc : 
Sir, 
* It would be very unbecoming any Gentleman in this 
Houfe, to oppdfe the Motion made by the honourable Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft. For my own Part^ Sir^ 1 have fo 
deep a Serfe of the Lofs we all fuilain by the Death of 
that inccKoparable Princefs, that 1 think no ExprelBons of 
Graiitude or Sorrow can do more than JuJlice to her Cha- 
faBer^ Thus much^ Sir, I fpeak as a Subjefl of hi* Maje- 
% : I 0iail now beg Leave lo trouble you with a few 
Ward£, as one who has the Honour to iit in this iioufe« 

Speeches from the Throne, Sir, have often, in my Time, 
been looked upon as expre fling the Senfe of the M inklry ^rather 
than that of the Prince* For which Reafon there htve been 
m^Gy In^nces wherein thb Houfe has taken the Liberty to 
ddmie on every Sentence of fnch Speeches. I do not indeed 
alEnn chat the Speech now to be coniider*d k drawn up to 
ferve any private tniniftcrial Ends ; but think that, in our 
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Addrefl of Thanlis, we ought to go no greater Lettg;ths 
than the general ExprefTions in the Speech require. I am^ 
Sir, confirnfie<i in thi^ Opinion from former Inftance^, where^ 
in I have known that too warm an Addrefs fixjm this Honle 
has been looked upon by the Minidry as an Approbation^ 
Ttot only of their pall, but their prefent and future Mca fares, 
I have known r Sir, a Miniller, when any Part of hb Con* 
dud was obje£led to, tell Gentlemen; ' 13 id you not give 

* the Crown all the AfTurances poffiblfj that you were 

* perfcdiy iktisfied with the Meafures taken by the Go- 

* vemment ? Did not yoti return an Addreis of Thanks^ 

* and cxpreis your Refolution to coiKur with his Majeily in 
■ every Step he ihould take for the Welfare and Securitj^ of 

* the Government r I fay. Sir, fuch Speeches as thefe have 
formerly been made by Miniilen, and Gentlemen have found 
themfelves very much embarraJTed by the fine Word* and fair 
Fromifes infer ted in their Addrefs, Therefore, Sir, I think 
it not improper, as his Majefty has not been plea fed to in- 
form m of the Situation of Affiiirs, to fufpend our Approba* 
tion of any Mcafures that may have been taken fmce tail 
Seffion. When they come to be laid betlsre us in a regular 
Manner, let us then approve 'em, if they are right Mea- 
fur€5 ; but let us not by an over -forward Zeal preclude our- 
felve,^ from the Liberty of objedling to them, if they are 
wrong ones. Some of them. Sir, may very foon c^me un* 
der our Con fide ration j for I believe no Gentleman here is 
ignorant, that our Merchants have of late made very itrong 
Applications to the Government for a Redrefs of the Inju^ 
tics they have fufFered by the Spanifh Depredations, l^his 
Aifair may very probably com€ before u?, in tiiis Seilion i 
and then. Sir, 1 hope v-e fhall have a fair Opportunity of 
doing Juftice to the Zeal of the Adminiftration for the Ho- 
nour and Intereft of the Kingdom. Befides, Sir, this 
la ft Speech from the Throne l>eingj as the honourable 
Gentleman obferved, Shorter than unialj we can learn no- 
thing from it concerning the State of our AffairSj- with Re- 
fpe£l to the other Powers of Eur&pe ; we know nothing of the 
inatiy Negotiations fet on Foot, fince our la ft Sefflon, for fe- 
curing the Balance of Power, and for preventing our afpir- 
ing Neighbours of Frmtce from becoming too formidable, 
and from rifing by the Depreftion of the Emperor. And 
here, Sir* I muft beg Leave to take notice, that if ever the 
Sentiments of thofe without Doors are to have any Weight 
in this Houfe, we have on this Occafion the Itrongeft Rea- 
fon for our being cautious, how we do any Thing that may 
look like an Approbation of our late Meafures ; for where- 
ever I have happened to be fmce we la ft met, I have heard 
diemi uoajiiiitouily condemned* Bi2C be that m it will, when 

ihefe 
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» Points come undCT our Confide]^ tioOj if 

it fhall appear xhtii our Miniilert h^vc a£led a Part be- 

coming die Dignity, and confillecit witii the Welfare of 

ikis Nation, I fhill very readily conlent to our making diem 

as ample Ackcowledgmetils as their Candttfl deferves ; bm tiU 

tkb appears, ic is my ham ble Opinion, thac we ought noC 

to Eje lavifh of our Complinients, but leave ourfelves at Li- 

Wriy CO objefl or approves according m I'rath^ Jullrce, aod 

tht publick Good ihall direfc. 

• Watkin- Williams Wynn, Efq; fpoke next- 
Sir, 

* I cannot but own myfelf to be entirely of the Opinion 
of my hon, Fricad who fpolce lail As Speeches fiom the 
Throne have been taken for the Senfe of the Miniilry, too 
kvifh Addrefles from this Houfe have been regarded rather 

Iaikcsnfe to the MiniHer, than a Juil Acknowledgment 
ta the Sovereign, But, Sir, I hope we ihail always look 
tjpon ourielves as the Trullees of the People, and endeavour 
to fpeak their Senfe in our Addrefles, as well as a^ for their 
Intereils in otir Proceed ings. Tho* the ExprelTion, Sir, pro- 
pofcd to be inferced in this Addrefsj t^af ^vf ^iii canfuUy a^mid 
ail HiMts and Jmm&fiiies^ i&^ to be fure, a very proper Part of 
Refoltition of this Nature, and what I am perfuaded every 
Gentleman will willingly agree to ; yet there have been In- 
dances, Sir, when from as well guarded Ejcpreflion* Mini- 
llers have taken Occaiion to attempt the SubverGon of that 
Liberty of Debate, and Freedom of Speech, whidi ought to 
diHingoilh the Rcprefentative^ of a free People. Amongft 
fuch a People, Sir, an Oppofiiion always mufl, and perhaps 
it is their Happinefs that is does, exiit. And, Sir, tho* it 
ij to be wiih'd that Heats and Animoftties were baniftied 
from all Oppofition, yet I am afraid while Men have different 
PaiHons, diAerent Intereils, and diierent Views, this can 
fcarcely be cffcded. 

The granting neceffary Supplies for the current Year, Sir, 
IS what teems very reasonable and indifpen fable in a Houfe of 
Commons* But, Sir, I believe there are Inlbinces when, in 
former Reigns, the Commons have refufed to grant a Shil' 
ling for the Services of the current Year, till they were furc 
the Money granted for the Services of the preceding had 
been ptoperly applied. Bcfides, Sir, the true old parliamen- 
tary Mediod of proceeding, was not immediately to vote ati 
Addrefs of Thanks for every Thing the Minifter had done 
during the intermediate Time, right or wrong, but to appoint 
a Day for examining the Grievances of the Nation ; and 
Kcdrefs of thefe was always incited ©n before aay Supplies 
were granted* 
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No Htjufe of Cdtnmons had ever greater Reaibn than 
have to be frugal of the pubUck Money, and to cn^ul] 
what Manner it has been applied. We have already gi 
to his Majefly Sums fufficient to have enabled the Mi: 
to put the Nation into inch a Situation, that fhe might 
nothing to fear from any Enemiesrcitherat home or abi 
and confequently to have idiminifhed the Taxes, andeafed 
People of fome Part of the unfupporta hie Load of Debt 
now lie under. If, upon Enquiry, it HialJ appear ihat they 
SL^cd in this Manner; if k fliall appear that the People 
fo moch as a Profpcd of Relief from their prefent Prefft 
I ihall think the Sums we have already granted, not 
well bellowed, but fliall concur with any Motion that 
be made for our granting the like In Time to come. 
Sir, notwithllanding the Sums we have already granted, 
the publick Debt, inftead of being diminilhed^ is daily 
creafmg, if it ihall appear that any Part of it has been appli 
in promoting tlie ArtK of Corruption , and betraying the " 
tion I I think it is our Duty to put a Stop to any fuch G\ 
for the future. In the mean time. Sir, I am as forward 
any Gentleman here, that we fliould condole With his 
jefty on the irreparable Lofs of the late Queen, and that 
exprefs our Reiblution of lofing no Occafion of tetlifyi 
QOr Zeal for the Support of hi& Government, and the Pi^f 
vation of our excellent Conftitution : Nj.y, of our going 
greatell Lengths for fecuring the Crown in his Majei 
Ferfon and Family. But, Sir, give me Leave to fay, 
the readieil Way to make thcfe Engagements good, is by 
referving to ourfelves a Right of enquiring into any Mifap- 
plication that may have been made of the publtck hionef 
and Credit^ and by determining to let the World fee that 
we are refolved to do as much as lies in our Power for making 
his MajeHy the Sovereign of a great, a happy, and an un- ! 
cx>rrupted People. j 

The Reply was to the folbwing Effet^, by Sir W* Yonge : 
^ Sir, ^ 

^ * I really thought that the Terms in which the honour* 
able Gentleman who fpokc fir ft, propofed we Ihould addrefs 
his Majefty, were fo decent, and fo expreflive of our Vene- 
ration for the Memory of the late Queen, as well as of our 
Affe£tion for his Majefty*s Perfon and his illuftrioua Family, 

* that they were unexceptionable. Therefore, I am fur- 
prifed, that Gentlemen Should take occafion from them, to 
throw out any Infinuations again ft the prefent A dm in i ft ra- 
tion ; becaufej perhaps, there have been corrupt Ad mini- , 
^rations in former Times. When Gentlemen feem to doubt, 
if we fhould aflure his Majefty, that wc will readily and ef- 
fcflually raife the Supplies neceHary for his Jhlajedy's Ser- 

vice. 
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[vice, becaufe the ptibllck Money has been formerly mi fap- AnwitG^, tr; 
[plied, they may doubt, whether we ftiou Id condole with his 
[Majeftyon the Death of his Royal Coxifort; becaufe there 
I have been Queens j whofe Lois the Nation had no Reafon to 
1 regret. If there has been any Mifapplkation of the piiblick 
I Money, Sir, it will be Time enough for Gentlemen to pro- 
Iduce their Obje£lions, when the Bdls for providing for the 
I Supplies of the current Year come under our Confideration : 
I But, Sir, I can, by noMeans, think that this is aTime for ftart- 
' ing thefe Obje^ions, on the very firit Day of a Seffion, and 
' immediately after hh Majefty has recommended Unanimity 
in our Proceedings from the Throne. If it ihall appear > 
Sir, that any Demands that ihall be then made, are unne- 
ceilary. Gentlemen are not precluded by the Terms of the 
Addrefe, now propofed, from ftarting their Difficulties j be- 
caofej by it, we only promife to grant fuch Supplies as fh:\ll 
be neceilary . I Jhall make no Doubt but the two honourable 
Gentlemen who fpoke lall, have lived under a very corrupt 
and very dangerous Admin ill r.ition in this Nation; an Ad- 
miniftrationj that by afcandalous Abufe of their Sovereign's 
Power, mull have fujik us in the Eflecm of all Nations 
abroad, and entailed Syperllition and Slavery on us at home, 
had not Providence and theCotsniels of a fubfeqiient Admi- 
nillration interpofed. But, Sir, till the honourable Gentle- 
men Ihall prove that we are now in the fame defpicable Cir- 
cumllancesj I think there can be no Objection to our re- 
folving upon an Addrefs in the Terms propofed by the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion,* 

No Reply being made to this, the Houfe came to a Refo- '^^^ ^htm 
lutlon upon the Motion, and a Committee was ordered to 
draw up an Addrefs to be prefented to his Majefty on the 
fame Refolution ; and they immediately withdrew into the 
Speaker's Chamber, and drew up an Addrefe in the follow- 
ing Terms, which was agreed to. 

'Tbehumhie Addrtfi if ihe H&ufi &f Cemmimt t9 the Kin^, 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

TT 7 E your Majefty's moft Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, 
\yf the Commons of Great- Britain in Parliament a f* 
fembled, beg Leave to return our molt humble and grate- 
ful Thanks tor Your Majelty's moft gracious Speech from 
the Throne. 

** To fpeak our utmoft Senfe of the great Lofs Your Ma- 
jefty and thefe Kingdoms have lately fuftained, would be 
to revive and aggravate, what we wiili to alleviate and 
dilpe! I but we hope your Majel!:y will pardon the Intru- 
iign of otir fincert Condolcance* wJien you ictkft oti ^^e 



^"**i' r^ *'' ** double Duty, by which we are bound, as nfFeftionate Su\ 
%^^^^y^^\^ *' j^^ to your Majefly, and as Reprcfentattves of the ?a 

*' pie of Great Bntain^ not to pafs over in Silence this Ot»^ 
<* jeftof your Diilrefs, and their univerfal Mourmng. 

" When we. nciicd on the amkble private Charter 0/ 
" that great Princefsj on her peribnal and domeftick Meric, 
** as an indulgent and tnflruflive P^irent, a mild and gracigtis 
•* Miftref^ i Off with regard to yoar Majeftyj as unitiRg in 
** one all the difFerem Charafters of the moll pleaiing as well 
'^ a5 conftant Companion 1 the moll able as well as ihe moft 
*' iaithftil Friend ; the moll tender as wcH as the moft obfer^ 
** vantWifei when wc reflett on thcfe Circuxnflances, wC 
•* mourn her Lofs, as the greateft with which Your MajefljT 
•' and Your Royal Houfe codd have been afflided : But wher* 
** we turn our Thoughts to her great and publkk Vjrtaes,he^ 
** Love of Juilice, her Attachment to the Laws and Prin^ 
*' ciples of this wife and happy Conftitution, her extenfive 
** Charities, her boundleis Benevoleiice* her Succour txw 
*' Diilrefs, her Favour to Merit, her Lenity to alL Whea 
" we confide r thcfe Parts of her high Chiuactcr^ it is no 
*• longer for particidar and perfonal Caufes that we grieve s 
•* it 15 a national Ijofs we lament, 

** If adueSubmiilion to fopcrbr Authority, and a doe 
** Exerdfc of Power, when committed to her Hands, am 
** the ftroDgeft Marks of Excellence in both Parts of Go- 
** veroment ; and if thefe jullly claim Praife and Admira* 
** don ; how cin we fufSdentJy praife or admire her Con** 
*' du£t, either in the Pre fence or Abfence of your Majelly ? 
** In the firft we iaw the moft conftant Compliance with 
** your Will ; in the lali, the true Rcprefentation of him, 
** with whofe delegated Authority ihe was veiled ; for all 
** her A£b were great, and wife, and good ; alternately we 
** beheld her SnbmifRon in this Cha rafter, and felt her 
•* Mildnefs In the other ; and great as the Di (lance may 
** feem from Command to Subjemon, the Tnin£tion to her 
** was eafy, whofe Abilities were equal to any Situation, 
** and whofe Temper could conform to all ;* as rdigned to 
** the Duties of a Queen Confort, as capable of the High 
*' Office of Guardian of the Realm ; as ready to fubmit, as 
** able to command, and equally an Eacamplc to ail Sove- 
** reigns, w hen ih c ruled ^ and to all S ubj ecb, when ftie obeyed , 

** And thoi^h yo'jr Majelly*s juJl ^d great Concern on 
** this Occaiion, would perhaps receive no Extenuation from 
•* ibc Comfort your faithful Commons might vainly try to 
** adminiiler ; yet, that nothing msiy be ivancing on our 
** P^rti.. which may contnbate 10 clbe making your Majef- 
** vy''^ Gov-eramcnt (the Source of oar Frofperity) ns e^fy to 
M youiicifj OS it has ever beca to your Sd^jo^ i we do af* 

*i fore 
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^ furt your Mnjefly, that we will not only camfully avoid Annofi. Ce». it 

** all Heats and Animofities^ but wills wltli the greatdt 

** Rcadinefsj cffe^ually rajfe the Supplies neccfTary for the 

*• Service of the current Year; and, with a Zeal and Affec- 

*' tion becoming ihe Reprefentatives of a gratefal People, 

** make all neceflary Provifions'for the Honour, Peace, and 

" Security of your Crown and Kingdoms ; demorjftriitjng to 

** all the Wo rid J that the Support of your M:jjel!y*s Go- 

** vrrnmcnt, and the publick Safety, are conitantly our 

*' Care ; and that we defire nothing more than the Prcfer- 

<* vation of our wife and excellent Conilitution in the fame 

** happy, firm, and envied Situation, in which it was deli- 

•* vered down to us from our AnceAors and your Majefly^s 

f* great Predecefibrs* 

** But wh tin by thefe Mcajis we endeavour to prevent 
*- any additional Difquiet from approaching your Royal 
*' Perfon, we muft beg Leave to lay again before Your 
** Majefty the anxious Grief of Your whole People, toge- 
** therwith cheiir molt humble and carneft Wilhes, that your 
** Majefty^s known Refolution may aid Time, in aikviating 
** your Sorrow for that Lofs, which nothing can repair, and 
*• in reftoring to your Majelly that Tranquility of Mind, 
*• which can alone free us Ixom the moll folicitons Fears for 
*' a Life, on which the Happinefs of your Royal Family » 
*• and of this aftlifted Nation^ lb immediately depends," 

Jan 27, The Speaker reported hk Majefty's Anfwer to 
the Addrefs of the Houfe, in the following Terms, 



Gentlemen, 
I i* TT Return you my Thanks for this dntifnJ and Very af* 
** X fedionate Addrefs: I am fo fenfibly touched by this 
[ ** convincing Proof of your particular Regard to me, that I 

am not able, in this Dil!refs, to command myfelf'fafficient- 
r 4f ly fp exprefs the juit Senfe 1 Jiave of your Affeftion 
' *' and Concern for me upon this Octafion," 



The Houfe then going into a Committte of Supply, hk 
Majeliy'5 Speech was rderred to the faid Committee. 

Jmr. zB. The Lord Sidney Beauclerk reponcd his Royal 
Highnefs*s Anfwer to the Houfe j and it was as follows : 

** I return the Houfe of Commons my Thanks^ and thofe 
«* of the Prmcefs, for the Share they take in the Increafe 
" of the King' s Family," 

Several Eilimates were then ordered to be laid before 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was re^- 
ferred to confider of ihe Motion for a Supply to he granted 
to hk Majelly. 
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Feb* 3. Sir Charles Turner being in the C3iair, in the 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to 
confider further of the Supply granted to his Majefty, re- 
ported the Refolutiops which they had diredted him to the 
Houfe. It wasmovedy 

That the Number of efFeftive Men to be provided for 
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain^ and for Guernfey 
and Jerfey, for the Year 1738, be, (including one thoufand 
eight hundred and fifteen Invalids, and five hundred fifty- 
£ve Men, which the fix independant Companies confift of^ 
for the Service of the Highlands) feventeen thoufand feven 
hundred and four Men ; Commiifion and Non-Commiflion 
Officers included. This being objed:ed to, a Debate enfued, 
on which George Barclay Efq^fpoke to the following Purpofe: 
• Sir, 

' It is very extraoxdinary, that a Refolution like this 
Ihould be offered to the Committee, after the Multiplicity of 
Treaties, Conventiohs, Negotiations, and other Meafures 
that have been lately carried on with almoft every Court in 
Europe. I believe. Sir, there is not a Man in the Nation^ 
except thofe who are under the Dirediion and Influence of 
the Minillry, or in the Secret of Affairs themfelves, which 1 
hope never to be, but expelled, after we had been fo long 
aunufed with the fine Effedls that our pacifick Meafures were 
to produce, that they at leaft would be attended with a Re- 
dudiion of the numerous Forces that are now on Foot : But 
fo far from that. Sir, an Addition, it feems, inffead of a 
Redudiion, is to take Place. For my own Part, I never 
was at Piiins to enquire what the proper Number to be re- 
duced is, becaufe I own very frankly, that I have always 
been againft any Standing Army in Time of Peace, as a 
Thing unknown to the Laws and Conffitution of Britain, and 
deftrudlive to the Liberty of her Subjefte. Such, Sir, was 
always the Language of this Houfe, while we had a Go- 
vernment which underftood how to make the Nation formi- 
dable Abroad, by preferving to the Prince on the Throne 
the Love and Affeftion of his Subjefts at Home. But this. 
Sir, is an Art that feeras to have been loft in Great Britain : 
But if our Miniftry have loft the Art of making themfelves 
beloved, they feem refolved to make themfelves feared by 
the People. 

I have heard it faid. Sir, that if we do not keep up a 
Standing-Army, every thing muft run into Confufion. Sir, 
I am one of thofe who think that a Standing Army is worfe 
than the worft Confufion ; and if Order is to be preferved a- 
mongft us by a Standing Army, I could wifli that Things 
were to run into Confufion, becaufe out of Confufion Order 
might arife. Therefore, Sir, I am abfolutely againft the 
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lotion. But if Gejitlemen wbg have confidered the 
hing perhaps more than I luve donc^ ihall propofe a Num- 
ber which may not be dangerous to the Liberties of the 
Peopicj I fhall not be againil the Motion/ 

W. Hay, Efqs fpoke next to the Iblb^isg Ifie^: 
* Sir, 

* Gentlemen, when they talk of Negotiations and Trea- 
ties, fpeak a'! if a Miniiler were to be as fare of the Succefi 
of the tirvent which depends upon various and impoflibk to 
be forefeen Acddent^^ as he could be of a mathemattcat 
Propafition, I am as much agjainft a Minifter's running into 
an idle> or an improbable Scheme of Negociation, and a- 
gain ft his amafuig the Nation with groundlefs Hopes of 
tJuccefs, or putting it to unneceflary Expenccs, as any Gen- 
tleman here. Bat, Sir, Mini Hers are to aniwer for the Rea^ 
fonablencfs, and not for the Event of their Meafures : It is 
unjnft to fuppofe them to be endued with the Spirit of Pro^ 
phecy, fo as to fore fee Contingencies, to prevent Deaths, or 
guard again tl every Accident thai may happen ; and 1 be- 
lievej Sir, if we do not fuppofe this, and if we coolly and 
impartially examine the Conduft of our Minilky for fome 
Years paft, we (hall find they have aftcfl as pru<!ent and as ra* 
tional a Part, as the wifell Miniilers the hon. Gentlemaa 
can inftance in any Period of our Hiftory; Sir, if the hon. 
Gentleman will engage to (hew me one Step made by the 
Adminillriiion that has been unfucceGful purely from the 
Fault ot our Miniilerij^ I wil! engage to ihew him three in 
any other Reign that he ihall be pkafed to pitch upon. So 
that. Sir, unlels Gentlemen come to the Point, and inftance 
fome particular Pan of Condutl that is blameable in our Mi* 
niAry, all thefe loole general Reflections maft go for no- 
thing ; bec^ufe they may t>e equally applied to a good, a hzd, 
or an indifferent Minii^ry . But^ Sir, I own this a Devi- - 
ation from the prefent Qaeftion, which is. Whether the 
Number moved for, is the Number proper to be kept up at 
this Jun^ure ? Sir, I have as Utde Realbn as mofl Gentle- 
men JO this Houfe to wifh for the Continuance of any Tax 
or Impofition upon the People; I am fure I may lofc, but 
never can gain by it. But I am for continuing the prefent 
NLtmber ot Forces,becaufe at prefent J enjoy both my Fortune 
and my Liberty i and fhould we break or reduce our Forces 
to the Number the hon. Gentleman feems to wifh for, I fhould 
not be fure of enjoying either of thcfe Advantages till next 
Scflion. This, Sir, 1 fpeak from the Experience J daily 
have of the prefent Temper and Difpolition of the People 
without Doors, Every Rank and Degree of our Common- 
alty is fo tainted with Dil3atisfa£lion againll that Govern- 
ment ujider which we enjoy Liberty to ai fall and great a 
C a D^^itfc 
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Degree as any People ever did, that I dare fay, were it nai 
for our Army, we (houljj foon fee our Conftitution rained, 
and this Houfe rendered ufelefs. In this Senfe it is. Sir, I vote 
for the prefentMotion ; becaufe dur Army ferves at prefent W 
defend both my Fortune and my Liberty : For I dare affirm, 
that no Man who enjoys either, can be fure of them an Hour 
longer after Things go into Confufion, or after the Succcffion 
to the Crown in the prefent Royal Family is fetaiide. I J(ball 
not pretend to account to the Houfe for this general Di!"- 
fatisfadlion and Degeneracy ; but. Sir, one vifible, and I 
believe, the principal Caufe of it, is the exorbitant Liberty, I 
fhould rather call it Licentioufnefs, of the Frefs. The Prefs, 
Sir, give me leave to add, when it is under proper Regula- 
tions, is one of the greateft Advantages of a free People ; but 
when proflituted to Diffatisfa<5i:ion, Ambition, or Revenge, 
it becomes the Nuifance of a Government, The laft. Sir, 
happens to be the prefent State of the Liberty of the Prefs in 
Great Britain ; no Rank orCharafter has been fecure from the 
invenomed Attacks of the pretended Friends to Liberty ; and 
Sir, as no People in the World are fonder of being acquaint* 
cd with the Politicks of their Country than ourb are, it re- 
quires no uncommon Strength of Parts or Genius to debauch 
them into a bad Opinion of the beft Prince or Minifter that 
ever was ; it is but telling them, Tou are the Judges of the 
ConduSl of the Admintftration\ it is you that futnijh the Ex- 
fends of our Fleets and Armies^ and thetefore the AfiniJIry 
ought not to make one Step iJuithout your Concurrence and Ad- 
•vice. Sir, there is not a Shopkeeper, nay not a Porter iq 
the Streets who does not underftand thefe Arguments, whQ 
does not think himfelf qualified to be a Minifter of State, 
and that he has as good a Title to judge of the Meafures of the 
Government, as any Gentleman in this Houfe, or all the 
Gentlemen taken together. Any Man who flatters the Va- 
nity of a Mob, will always have that Mob on his Side. This, 
Sir, feenis to be the true, and the only Merit of all the 
Scribblers againft the Government : And if the People feel 
any Inconveniency from the Number of Forces kept up, it 
is owing to them ; for both Prudence and Neceffity oblige 
the Government not to part with their prefent Force, for 
thefe Writers have but too good Succefs in poifoning the 
Minds of the People: I fay, Sir, NecelTity obliges us to it ; 
for if you continue the Liberty of the Prefs, fo as to protect 
every Scribler, who perhaps is hired to fpirit up the People 
againft their Governors, there is a Neceffity that you fhould 
continue your Army. But, Sir,'! am far from infinuating as if 
we were in any Danger from the Libertyof thfePrefs : No, it is 
the Licentioufnefs of the Authors, and not the Liberty of the 
Prefs that we are to dread ; and till fuch Time as fomc ef- 
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' TbeinooombfeGadesBii wte Ifdce fiit ftr ^ Mo- 

caiibeisade; Maiiiep aie bog Mcb, foiiiaiaM \ wak Moi; 

Spirit ofPJFopiiay, ?«t, I iLmfc H^ fiioiAd at laift fe fs^ 

Medofa toleralilcSiuicofPkttfaioe. I imdd aoc intel 

vtfoncfer if one or t^cti Malai«s ip»I wroog ofnii a MM^ 

tef I Hand, thioDgb noAvoi^ible Ajoddewas ; je^ I tltick k 

f^range th^t every MeafoiclhoQkl |p iiTOiigi ihMt not oeie q| 

the numerons Expedknti diat mve beea kx. on Foot lor ^ 

curing the Tranquility of Earopep or pnsnridxiig for tbe Sc* 

cnrity of Great Britaic, {haiM prove ritSuaL Sit, I o^rn 

thi^ gives me flroisg Apprebeo^ooi of wh^t I am not iik 

cliaed to ejcprcfs on this Occ^on. I o^vn char, with the lioiL 

Gentleman who fpokc firft on this MoticHi^ I was ape to 

think that the Roimd of Xegotbtious and Titatics we 

have been carrying an for thele ten or twelve Yeats pail 

with aH the Fovt'crs in Eim>pej migh: have procured vh at leaft 

ome Reipite from a Burden which oiir Forefathers never 

knew : I mean, Sir, that of a Standing Army i I call it a 

Standing Army, becatife it has continued for thefe many 

Yearst and we have always been told the fzme Things over 

and over again, as Reafons why it is continued. I have, 

during many Years, told the Boufe tvery Scflion that wc 

fhould have a Rctyrn of the very fame Reafons next SelTionj 

but Gentlemen never fcemcd to believe me^ though tlie) have 

hitherto found my Words but too true. Now, Sir, as the fame 

Caufes have fubfilled for aboat thefe forty Yea rs,w it bout being 

any worfe for the wearing, I am apt to think they may fub- 

fift forty Years longer ; and while the fame Caufes fubfill;, 

the fame EffcOs muit follow ; fo that in reality a Standing 

Army may be thought as much a Part of our Conftitution, as 

tlic moft lawful Prerogative, or Privilege, which either 

Prince or People can claim. But, Sir, though even the 

Geodemen who are molt converfantin publick Affiirs^will, 

I believe, be puzzled to find out one new Argument in favour 

of a Standing Army, yet there is nothing eafier than to bring 

twenty againti it* The Reafon of this, Sir, is becaufe it pro^ 

daces but one fingle Good, which is the Security of the Admi- 

iiiftration ; but it begets many Inconveniencie*, two of which 

ane the bnpoverilhing the People, and the Increaie of Taxes. 

Aiid here give me leave to hy, Sir, that no Country can 

give more melancholy Inllances of the Effe& of a military 

lorce thao England am. The very Army which was raif- 
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ed hy r:jt fjnhmrzi. in Dcusacs of eke Subyeds, ags^^ -^ 
ibme £2crcacr_n-i=3 rn.ijf by Ciiirio I. opoa their Libei — ^^^ 
aherwirci grve Law n cjc Parlia:ndi iorlf, camM its M!^^ -^ 
ben ca: c: Dccn, nfc ocr CcoihsirioG aj the Foundati*^^^ 
and broc'gnc zzit xiiaprv Prxixe to the Block. Thk Cat^^ 
ftrcpiie, Sir, li-Sj =c: o^ing tD die PeopLs ; for of tbein, oi^^ 
Parts in tsn »cre will a^ixEd to the Pcribn amdCauie ofll^' ' 
King, but CO their Aimy, which, like other wild BeaA^^ 
«ni*d upon and cecrcy'd their Xecpcrs. After the RcftoUK^ 
tioc cf the Rcyzl Family, the Prince then i^n the Tb 
rais'd a few Guardi, w^nich oerer iWeiI*d to above 5890, i 
yet ib jealoos was the Xatioc even of that fmall NamiKri 
chat he coold never get his Pariiament, proftitate as it wf^ 
to pais ever one Sefion wi:hout taking notice of them. Tiilk } 
Sir, wai the ir«ore extraordinary^ zs the Parlianient was ua9f\ 
AskM for any Money for their Support, and the Money %^i(|i| 
was then miiM (qt the Suppoort of the Government wtf\ 
nothing when coniparM to lue Sums that have been granttt) 1 
£nce. The next Parliament proved as uneafy to him on this i 
Head as the former had been, and were fo diflruitful of Ml J--* 
Inter^ions, that they appointed Comnuffioners of their o«A. 
for applying the Money granted for disbanding them, and it 
was paid into the Chamber of London. Nay, Sir, as ^ 
further Proof of the Apprehendons the Nation was under 
from a Standing Army, they came to a Refolution, * That thi^ 

* Continuance of Standing Forces in this Nation, other than 1 _ 
' * the Militia, is illegal, and a. great Grievance and Vexatioa t^- 

* to the People.' I have mentioried this Period of our Hif- V 
tory, Sir, to (hew that notwith (landing the Venality of thtit ^ 
very Reign, the Parliament never could be brought to oondv ]^ 
with what might one Day overthrow both their own and the \^ 
People's Liberties. If the Nation was then fo jealous of an j^ 
inconfiderablc Number, which did not coft it a Shilling, U 
ought we to confent to keep on Foot fo formidable a Num- \ 
bcr as 1 8,000 ? Sir, it is in vain for any Gentleman to {ky f 
that the Army is under the Dirediion of a wife and a juft t 
Sovereign, who will never harbour a Thought inconfiftent 
with the Good of his Subje6b : I am as thoroughly perfuaded j 
of his Majcfty's perfonal Virtues as any Gentleman ; but an ,, 
Army, wlicn it once finds ift own Power, may very probably .j 
rcfufe to take Laws, even from that very Sovereign under *■ 
whole immediate Direftion they are. The Parliament's \ 
Army, Sir, was as abfolutely under the Diredlion of thje ] 
Parliament in the Time of Charles I. as any Army is now ■ 
under the Dircftion of his Majefty, and yet, it is well known, 
they obeyed Orders no longer than they found it convenient 
fur liicmfclvcs. 

The 
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widi *D nsach Horrc- iiror. :r.. "'Ti. r..\ .irr 
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tion, aft a Part lb inconfilicn: wiilj T;,! Pi,n,'iMj,, „/ ,^ / 
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•rrjTr rrr Petti DrT'iicr.nT g ; bac I will Yennue to lay, Sifp 
zsnc jfc inj ^Lts. cmxpLT? :^ C.ycxt €£ iomc Gentlemen 
wic iTTc ijcCTC n pLfi inr Wiigs, wcii that of Gendc- 
mer -strc iiTS il-jnxr bnet jzcksc spoil as Tories, he (hall 
fca£ liic liz=: i±:3c i^ ^^ sc^i fTnTTc-^ritf with the Revola- 
tkn Frmr-rLg. S£ w^ £zi£ raea cppcEizg the Crown in 
c ie:i LsKroficizasac ipar tie Peofuc. and in erciy Infringe- 
C!e=.c c£^£ CliiziL cc AJ^ii He wDI nc¥cr find them com- 
p" Ji nJ . g*j^ 2ie Cr»B^ ir dje Fiyyr of the Pec^k, when 
in PcdL HOT ££re&^ £ S> ccpcisEg a= j icafimaiUe Meafure 
mhtz, 9CL. QiSL ibese Gfsrirgrp, Sir, who now aflfed to 
czS dacja fe ai e ^ ^^^"^^^^ ^xsii^ of lock an Unifonnity of Con- 
dad? Ctg rbcrfcy dat Tapes and Gmnnftanffs never in-' 
£^ef!C*d dae Moi^rcs dxr podbed ? or diat when they were 
in Pc^, th^ slwsj^ acsxd in Co gfequu ice of the Prindpl^^ 
they profcKid what they wcie one? Sir, I bdieve I have 
hi loi^ dMH^h in tiui Hcdc, tDamiocc Gentlemen, if 
there \inse Otcacoo, of rery great Inrrmfiffrn des in certain 
Chaiaider&. Bat, Sir, I forbear it, bccaaic the Eyes of feme 
of tbele GcQtkiaen ieem to be now open, and I hope thefe 
Diitin&iocs are, in a g;reat Meafore, either entirely abdiih' 
ed or better nnderftood. ' 

As no Qoeluon, Sir, is of greater Importance, (b none 
has been (b frequently debated in this Hode, as the pre^ 
lent. Yet I ne%'er heard any Gendeman make a Doobt that 
a Standing Army in Time oif Peace was a Grievance to the 
People of Britain. Bat, Sir, the -Tories always oppofed diii 
Grievance. When his late Majefty had, npon the Rebellion 
againft him being fapprcfsM, for the Eafe of his Subjeds, 
orderM 10,000 of the Troops to be disbanded, I remember a 
particular Friend of mine, who always psiGed for a Tory, 
propoied that it^Oiould be inierted in our Addreis to his Ma- 
jefty on that Occafion, n^t nothing could more endear his 
Majffty to all his SuljeSSj than the reducing the Land Forces t9 
the old Efiablijhment of Guards and Garrifons^ as his Majefy 
found it at his AcceJJion to the Throne. This, Sir, happened 
in the fourth Year of his late Majefly*s Reign, and had the 
Amendment propofed by my Friend been agreed to, had his 
M^jefly thought fit to have made the propofed RedudUon, 
or, rather, had he been advifed by his Miniflers to have done 
it, and I'iad the military Eftablifhment continued on that 
Footing till now, we fhould have difcharg*d upwards of 
twelve Millions of our national Debt, and yet have enabled 
hifl Majcily to have made good fuch Engagements with his 
Allicii, as tended to fecure the publick Tranquility. 

M to wliat the honourable Gendeman, who fpoke laft, 
mentioned with regard to rellraining the Liberty of thePreis, 
And concerning the general Depravity that obtains among 
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the People, I ihall leave him to be atifwered by otber Gem tie- 
men, who can do k much better than L Btit^ I agr€« with 
the honourable Gentlcniaa fo far, as to own that the People 
^re at prcfent very much diilatisfied i and, as I think, that 
Ferment ought to fubfide graduaJly, I am willing to give 
rniy Vote for a larger Number of Forces this Sefllon, than 
perhaps I may think necelTary to be kept up ihe next^. I 
thenefore move, that the Number of Land Forces for the 
Service of the current Year may be twelve thoutknd Men. 

This Que ft ion being put, the fir ft remarkable Speech was 
^hat of the Lord Noel Somedet, which was to the following 
EfFed, 
Sir, 

* As ihc Queftion now before you is a Qaeftioti of fuch IM 
Importance, as that every Gentleman who votes in it, ought 
thoroughly to underftand the Nature of our CoDftkucion, I 
muft beg leave to explain to yoii what I take to be the true 
and genuine Form of our Government, before I attempt to 
give my Opinion npon the Queftion, I know there are 
txi^ny Gentlemen in this Houfe who underftand our Confti* 
tBtion better than I can pretend to ; I believe every one un- 
derftandi it as well, and I hope every one has as great a 
Regard for k : But I think myfelf obliged to explain to yoa 

I he Notions I have of our Conititutson, becaufe moA of the 
Arguments I ihall make ufe of in Favour of the prefentQue- 
flion> are fuch as naturally flow from thefe Notions i and if 
1 am wrong in any of thcaij I am fore I cannot utter 
them in 3 Place where I can expert to have them corredled 
wkh more Abilit}^, or with greater Candour* 

* Government, Sir, h an Evil which the perverfe Nature 
of fome has obliged all to fubmic to. Mankind, for the 
Sake of preferving their Lives, and the Fruits of their La- 
bour, againft the Invafions of the Wicked and Rapacious, 
have been obliged to form themfelves into Societies, and to 
promife Obedience to the Civil Magiftrate ; but that which 
was intended for protecting the People of the Society, is often 
made ufe of for their OpprefTion ; and inftead of being a Brir 
die upon the Inclinations of the Wicked, it often ierves to 
ilrengthen their Hands, by tying up thofe of the Innocent, 
To prevent this fatal Effe^, many Sorts of Governments 
have l)cen invented by Men, all of which may be rcfolved 
into thefe th^ee, to wit, the Monarchical, the Ariftocratlcal, 
or the Democrat! cal ; for every Form of Government mnfl 
eilber be a Monarchy, an Ariftocracy, or a Democracy ; 
or it tnuii be a Mixture of fome two of thefe, or of all the 
three. 

' By Experience, Sir, it has been found, that when thef>i- 
preme Power is lodged either tn a folc Mod^tc^, Oi iti ^%k?l 
Vol V. D <A 
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aeii*c<«aL ofNoblcSj it often devktes into Tyranny ; and diat 
iTi7-i ' -^ ^ lodged in the People in general ^ there is no Pci 

of preventing it from running into Anarchy ; and the 
Step which follows is commonly a monarchical or ariHo 

tical Tyranny ; efpecially, if the People of the Society ^ 

numerouSj and their Dominions cxtenfive. For thb Reilefl 
many various Sorts of Mixtures have been contrived by law- 
givcr5 ; but of all the Mixtures that ever were contrive^ 
that of an cqnal Mixture of the three, is» I believe, the befir 
and moft lailing. How our Anceftors, the Germans^ Mt 
upon tht5 Mixture; whether k proceeded from their Expen- 
ence, or from their natural Sagacity, I ftiall not pretend t» 
determine; but, it is certain^ that from the earliell Accounts 
we have of them, this appears to have been the Form of 
Government generally eftabllfhed among them. TJic fu- 
preme Power among ihem was always lodged in an AiTeni* 
bly of their King or General, their Nobles or Chiefs o( fa- 
milies, and their People or Soldiers in general. In this Af- 
fembly all Matters of great Importance were conHdered and 
determined i the King and Nobles propofcd and refo!ved,and 
the People confented or dilapproved^ The Powers and Pri- 
vileges of Lhefe three Branches of their Legiflature, were 
not perhaps fo diilin^ly afcertained as they are by the pre^ 
fent Form of our Conflltution ; or if they v^^ere, no ceruk 
Account of them has been handed down to usi but it is plaia 
that the fame Spirit, upon which our prefent Conftitution k 
founded, was tbe prevailing Spirit in their Form of Govern- 
ment ; and this Spirit may be traced from the Qegiimijig 
of our Biitory to this very Day. 

•The Spirit E mean^ Sir* is, to have in our Form of Gff*- 
vernment fuch an equal Mixture of the monarch ical, ariilo- 
era tical f and democra tical Forms of Government^ that 
may prove a proper G^unterpoife to the other, in fuc 
Manner, as that all thele three conftituent Powers may i 
tinue equal and indcpendant* If they do, any one oft 
may, and always will, be a Guard for our Conftitution ; 
for our People, again 1% the Violence and Oppreflion of I 
or either of the other two. If our King fhould refbfv^ 
make himfelf abfolute, or if he and his M iniilers Ibc 
begin toopprefs the People, both this and the other He 
would certainly join together, in oppofmg fuch Schemes j if 
the other Houfe fhould begin to fet themnrlvcs up as (a 
reign and arbitrary Mailers of our Government, the Kil 
and this Houfc would certainly join again 11 them ; and if dhT 
Houfe, as perhaps has been the Cafe, ihould begin to fet 
ourfelves up as Mailers, the King and the Houfe of Lords 
would as certainly Join againft us, and probably, by Means 
of a DiiTolution and new ElefUon, be able to prevent eveiy 
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lUt! Confequence. Agam^ If any two of tiiefe Braaches of 

our Legiflature, fhould join togeihcr in any Scheme for op' 
preOii% the People, they could not c^ny thetr Scheme cf- 
JstBoiMMy into Execution without the Concurrence of the 
^^MU I bat on the contrary, that third Branch of our Le- 
^^PBiret with the Aflitlajice of the People, would probibly 
be able not only to difappoint, but to punilh the Authors^f 
fuch a Scheme. 

* Therefore, Sir, while onr Conftitution remains entire, 
while the three conflituent Parts of our Form of Go- 
vernment remain equal and independmt, our People can 
never be opprefled, nor can a barefaced arbitrary Power 
ever be eilablilhed. From hence every one may iee, that 
from our Conltimtion, confidered in jtfclf, without any un- 
due Influence J we can have nothing to apprehend ; the only 
Danger we are expofed to, b, that of its Diilbliition j and 
for this Reafon we ought to confider carefully, and guard 
watchfuliy ag^inll all thofe Methods by which it may be o- 
vcrturned. The only Methods by which our Conftitution 
can be overturned, and confequently the only Evils we have 
(0 guard againft, is left: any one of the Branches of our Le- 
giffiatare Ihould get the abfolute Direflion of the other two, 
and !eJl any one^ by a Difiblution or Difcontinuance of the 
other two» Jhould be able to aitume to itfelf an abfolute and 
arbitrary Powe? , As the Power of calling, proroguing, and 
diflblving the Parliament, is lodged intircly in the Crown^ 
as the Execution of our Laws, ia now more fully and ex- 
tefljively lodged in the Crown, than it was by the antient 
Form of our Conftiiition» and as his Majefty h provided with 
a very large Revenue for Life, I cannot think there is the 
leaft Danger, that either Houfe of Parliament will become 
able to prefcribe to the other and to the King ; therefore, 
we are at prefent in no Danger of either Houle of Farlia- 
acnt's ever getting the abfolute Direction of the other two 
Branches of our Cegiftature, as was once the Cafe in this 
Nation. 

* But, Sir^ that the Crown may be able to get the abfolute 
DJ region of both Houfes of Parliament, and may confe- 
qocntly make both intirely dependant upon the King, or ra- 
djer upon the King*s Minifters, for the Time being, I 
mail think we are at prefent in fome Danger : Nay, I mut't 
lay, I think we are in fuch Danger, that I am afraid no- 
thing ^feferves uf from it but his Majelly's linown Wifdom, 
Jufticei and Moderation. J have^ J confefs, futh a bad 
Opinion of Mankind, that 1 believe the Generality of them 
will facrifice the puhlick Good for their private Advantage, 
often for a very triElng private Advantage, efpecially when 
Ihey can do it, v^ilhotit bringing immediate Infamy and Re- 
D 2 * {>rO£ich 
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proach upon themfclves. Thii, I tm fotty to Iky it. It 
Opmion of the Gcneralitjr of Mankind i and confid 
wh. £ V til Sums of Money J and what a vaft N amber of 
Crati ve Pofts and Employments, of all Sorts and SizeSj 
Crown has to bellow yearly, and what extenfive Powers lit 
been pm into die Hands of the CJrown, by the majay 
Laws lately enadjed^ i am mudi afraid iii^it if his Majej 
would allow ht^ Miiiidera to apply ihem towards manage 
and pnrchaiiog Vertca at Ekflions, or even in Parliament, i 
would foon come to be in the Power of the Crow,'n to din 
bf>th Hoofes of ParlKiment; for iftheVoung at Ele^bl 
or in Pi^rliamentt from corrupi Confidcrations, ihooltl on 
come to be frcqticnt, the Frec|uency of the Crime wou 
tenuate the Gniit, and the Multitade of Criminals 
fmother that Reproach, wliicii now fo de fervidly 
fuch an mfamous Pn*Aice* 

' By fuch Means, Sir, and by fuch a general Depmviiy, ri 
Crown may acquire a decifive Influence, if not the abfolu 
Di region of both Houfes of Parliament; and if it fhoiih 
our ConJlitDtion would be undone, our Government wou 
become an absolute and an arbitrary Tyranny ; it would 
come one of the worft, one of the moll opprelTive and wi 
cd Sorts of Tyranny i becaufe the Crown would be oblip 
to opprefs the People, in order to be able to corrupt the 
lei^iors^ that at leail the outward Show of ou*- antient 
(litutjon may be kept up. This, J fay. Sir, would be oq 
Cafe, if the Crown, by Means of Polls and Employmeno 
and other Favours it has to beltow, fhould get the abfolud 
Di reft ton of both lioufes of Parlianient ; and every Gentk- ' 
man knows how greatly our Army adds to the Number cf 
thofe lucrative Pofls and Employments, and what an Influ- 
ence the Commiirions in oar Army may have upon fome 
the bell Families in the Kingdom ; a Confideradon that 
itfelf is fufficient to put Gentlemen upon their Guard aga 
too numerous a Standing Army* 

* But, Sir, with refpc£t to the Safety of our Confljtutioo, 
this 15 not the only bad Effeffc of keeping up a large Stand* 
ing Army, Suppofe that fome future King, ibr we can be 
in no fuch Danger from the prefent, fhould by corrupt Mcani 
get theabfolute I>iredion of both Houfes of Parliament, aod 
That by the fame Means he fhould difappoint the People of 
obtaining Redrefs upon a new Ele<9:ion, what could the 
People then do for vindicating their LiberHes and reftoring 
their Con ill tut ion ? They could not propofe todo it by any 
legal Means i they could have no Recourfe to any thing but 
the Ultimo Ram Rigum, which upon this Occofion I fhall 
beg Leave to call the Ultima Rati^ PopuH No Man coul4, 
then, either for the Prefer vation of his Life, his Liberty^- ' 
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us Eitaie, pat hh Trdl in tht Lav^ or ConfUculion of his 

ouBtry I he coul<l put iiisTiuil m nothing but the Succef^ 
r his Arms ; and if the People, upon fo juft an OccaGoD, 
fhoujd fiy to Arms, what an Advantage would the cyranniol 
Government have over thcra, by having a nymcrous mer- 
cenary Army, well dilciplinedj well armed, aj&d ready Co 
I miarch at an Hoar*s Warnings againll any Number of the 
ople that Oioald dare to aflembic in Arms, for vindicating 
heliberdes and Conftitution of their Countfy. This every 
uture Government, Sir, will be iure of having, if we fhall 
"thai every Year, without any apparent Neceffity, agree to 
continue To great a NtiRrber of Forces on Footi be^ufe 
tiien a Standing Army will foon be leokM upon zs a Part of 
the Conllitution, Gentlemen may exclaim as much ai they 
f^eafe againil Mobs, Tumults, and Infurre^lions : I ihalJ 
grant it es an unlucky Thing for a Country to have any fuch ; 
But it i^ rather a Sign of the Government's wanting Wildom 
and Juilicej than of their Want of pQ*^er, bccaufc JofuT- 
ie<iioiis are mo ft fre<]Eient in the mo ft arbitrary Governments* 
In a free Country, an Infurreii^^ion may become j\ii\ and ne- 
cefiary, and if you give your Government a Power fufficicnt 
for fapprefling iuth an Infurrc^^ion, the feme Power muil 
ueocflariiy be fiifficient for eft^bUftiing arbitrary Power i 
~om that Time, perhaps, you may not be troubled with any 
Dfurrefiions among the People ; the only Infurreflions you 
J then to dread, arc Infutre^lions among thofe Slavesj or# 
if yoa will, that Soldiery which you maintain for holding 
the People in Slavery ^ and thefe Infurrefiions will be as fre- 
qiiQit, and as dangerous to thofe in Power, as ihe InfuT' 
regions among a free People can poffibly be. 

* Let as coniider, Slr^ that iin(x all our military Tenures 

have been annihilated, and our People become altogether 

, Duacaiflomed to military DifcipHne, and unprovided with 

htm% a much lefs numerous Standing Army may now be 

bffideni* for keeping the People in a flavlih Subjedlion, 

bin would have been neceflary for fuch a Purpofe in former 

Fimei, If the Cafe I have mentioned Hiould happen, if 

IQ imbitiou^ Prince, or wicked Mlnliter, Should manage fo 

IS to get, by corrupt Methods, the abfolute Dire^ion of 

both Howies of Parliament, and that there were no Method 

left for vindicating the Kights and Liberties of the Nation, 

b lit by Force of Arms ; give me Leave to fay. Sir, that by 

Revolution Principles, it would be very bwful to refill 

\ a Government; but if it had a Standing Army to fup- 

: ir, they could not be able. And if they fbould attempt 

to do it and fail, every Man amongft them would be aj 

h^ile to be hangjad and ibrfeited by Llivv, ast thofe who en- 

r mo any Plot againfk the moll juft and lawful Govern^ 

ment ; 
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m<mt J therefore, k would be cxtremciy dangerotii, I believe 
abiblatcly impofliblej to carry on nny general Omcert, or 
to provide Arms for fucK a Purpofe ; a.iid 35 there is dow no 
great Man, nor, I believe, any two grctt Men^ iu the 
Kingdom, who arc able to bring any confiderable Number 
of armed Men into the Field, without a previotis Concert 
for that Purpofe among a great Number of Perfons, therefore 
U will always be eafy for our Government, with a fmall 
Number of regular Troop?, to cruih any Infurre^ion before 
it Can come to a Head ; wLereaa, whilfl: our military Te- 
nures continued, any two or three of our great Men joining 
together could, without any previous Preparation, or com- 
municating the Secret to any other Perfon, bring a numerouE 
Army of well difcip!incd and wel! armed Men into the 
field againft the Government ; fo that a Standing Army 
cannot be fa id to he (b neceHary now as it was then^ and 
yet our Government was then fupported, our Laws executed^ 
and the Peate of the Kingdom prcfervedj under every juft 
sind wife Ad mini drat ion » without a Standing Army, ^ well 
as it has been fmcc, or will, I believe, ever be, with the 
moil numerous Standing Army we can propofe to keep up. 
The only Difference is, that in ibrmer Times, if the Peo- 
ple did not find a proper Redreilj in the Laws and Gbntli- 
tution of their Country, they generally found it in the Su- 
periority of their Arms ; but if they give thofe Arms out of 
their Hands, and put them into the Hands of a Standing 
Army J they can, upon fuch a melancholy Occafion, no 
where expefl Redrefs; for the very Men, in whofe Hands 
they have put their Arms, will always be under the DireC' 
tinn of thofe againft whom they have Reafon to complain. 

' From what I have fajd. Sir, I hope it appears to Geaile- 
men, that the Prefervation of our Conftitucion, and the 
HappincfB of our People, can depend upon nothing bat 
ihe Honour of the Gentlemen of our Army ; and whatever 
Regard and Elleem 1 may have for thofe who are at pre{cnt 
the Officers of our Army, yet when I confider how cafy it 
b for a wicked Minilter to garble and make the Army £t 
for his Purpofe, I mull think the Honour of a mercenary 
Army but a precarious Dependance ; a Dependance which 
the People of this Nation ought never to rely on, becaure^ 
by our prefent Eftabliiliment^ that Army mull be under the 
abfolute Direflion and Command of that Sort of JMen^ who 
have always been, and always will be, the greatell Enemies 
to our Liberties and Conftiiution. 

* J have now, I think, Ihewn, Sir, that a Standing Army 
may be extremely proper^ not only for enabling fome fu* 
ture King to get the abfolute Diredlion of both Houfes of 
Parliament, but alfo fot preferving to him tliat DircfUoii 

againit 
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; IBiiaMfy jfefflOB iKni^B 

mm I thcit^xt a, 

whkk I ksvr nod oai 

mam^ that cl^oar of tMe Btm t to i^ 

ik^ tbe alrfBhae D ireft i op <3<" dg cc 

BOBcfidfT die Ofluy OlBCr JKSBflBv vf 

GiDoltitotxiB Msy be ovcr-'iBracdL vi 
die BrancM of oor Lcpfiimr*] 
lift£ and sffiitiaiy Foirer, by iht 
asce of the odber two. 

' Here likewil^ Sir, I 
the kaft Baagcr ^ora dtlier Ilovfe 
the Kb^ C3fi puc an End i& t^eir ^SemSBm^ bf a n«M^ 
gatlon or Bilblodao, wheocwcr he hmm hUad i aid be- 
caufe na fudi Thuig oa be tioiie pIi^dui an Aimjt t^Ge^ 
ncra] of which wodd vct^ fcoUiiy ao te iune Hui^ Oil- 
^*er Cnumftl/ did ; tisciefere wc can baidlj fofpale ^at cidief 
f^Ioufe of ParliaineiiC can, or will atsanfC asj £xi Thng : 
But if ever qw Failiaincftcs &odd beoMiie fcfiaftu i y ^ asd 
begin to oppole ths Meiif'jres of ife Comt^ or aneiapt lo 
bring to Juliice any of thofe Minioiit who ^ney iane R^^icMk 
to thick have ajfviied ihctr Jvk^r to ukt n o amRim tioaai 
Meafures, we hzve greEt Reaibo horn ExpcrkiiGe to sppfv- 
heod, the Coort Fa\*oiiritcs would do a^ they have always 
done ; they would endeavouf ^ perfaide the King to dj|V 
folve the Parlkmentj and to aiTmne to hunfcif an arbitrafy 
Power, by governing without any Parliament at all* This 
has been often before attempted, and it mull be granted, the 
Crown has now a greater ProbabiUtj' of Succefs iti this Way, 
than it ever had before, becadfe of the great Re^^enue now 
fettled upon the Crown, and the great Revenue year- 
ly coming into the Exchequer, for paying the lutercfl and 
Principal of our publick I>cbts ; for after a Mini Her has 
paiTed the Rubicon, by advJfifig a King to reign without a 
Parliament, he will certainly make as little Scruple to feiisc 
upon the facred publick Treafure of Britain^ as Julius QEfar 
did to feize apon that of Rome, 

* Under his pre fen t Majelly we have not, "tistrue^ Sir, any 

fuch Danger to apprehend ; beaufe his Wifdom aiul Good- 

ncOt, and the Regard he has for our Conilkution, will al- 

I ways be more than a Balance for any fuch wicked Advice* 

rile will confider^ that, tho* by our Conliitution the King can 

h« guilty of no Crime, yet by endeavouring to overturn the 

Canilttution, in order to skreen a favourite Criminal, he 

may bring the Hefentmcnt of the People upon himielK, and 

■ that the Peopk's Refeutment m^y, upon fuch an Occafion^ 

exceed 
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exceed the Bounds of our Conftitation. BuC as the f;ime & 
vil lift Revenue will, unlcG fome very favourabte Oppw' 
mnlvy (ball prefent for leflening it, probably be conmodt 
his MajeJly's Sacccflbrs, and as the fame Taxes miiH 
continued, I'm afraid, for manyYears, before all otir pabl 
Debts can be paid oif, therefore the Crown a,nd the ~ 
qoer will, perhaps, for feveral Generation?, be |Jrwj 
with the fame ye airly Revenues ; and an wc cannot -| 
OUrf?lvcs the Happinefs^ that all his Majcfty's Succ^e 
be indued with the fame Wifdom and Goodnefs, we 
not to add to thefe Temptations, the Tenriptacion of ha^ 
a numerous Standing Army to dtfpend on. Give me leati 
Sir, tofuppofe, that the Houfe of Commons, in fomeftttoit 
Reign J iliould enter into a Jlrifl Enquiry, with refped lo 
fome of the Mcaftires of the Adminiftration; that u: 
Iffuc of fuch an Enquiry they fhotild order fome of 
nilkrs to be impeached j and that thofe Mini iters, 
own Preferv^ationj ihouldadviie the King to diiTolvc the 
liamentj and feize upon all our Funds : The mofl po^ 
Argument an hone ft Man at Court (if there fhould be 
iuch) could ufe again 11 this Advice, would be to fay : • 

* if you do this, your People will take Ann? againjl 
' the City of Xjondon will rife in Arms, and perhaps 

* you as well as your Miniilers to Pieces.^ Would not it 
a good Anfwer to fay ? * No, Sir, you have nothing to 
" from your People ; they are unaccu domed to Arms, and 

* unacquainted with military Difcipline; you have anumc- 

* rous and well difcipHned Army to depend on i and if any 

* of the Officers fhould hefitate in the leaft to obey your Or- 

* ders, you may have them immediately iliotj and give 

* their Commiilions to their Serjeants or Corporals : Yott 

* may protefl your own Honourj and the Lives of yom 

* faithful Servants, by means of your Army ; whereas 

* yon make a Sacrifice of any one of us to a fafiious P^rl 

* ment, you do not know when or where they will ft op* 
Thi&, Sir, would certainly be the Anfwer that would be 
made by guilty Miniflers ; and I muft leave Gentlemfiffl 
to confider, what an Effefl it might have upon a weak King, 
and a guilty Cabinet CounciJ. 

* Now, Sir, give me leave to fuppofc, what I hope never 
fliall happen, thatany future weak Kinglhould follow fack 
a wicked Advke: What Remedy could the People have? 
What Method could they take for vindicating their Libcrtia 
and Privileges? Would itbepoffible to contrive any other 
Method than that of open Force? And in the Circumftancci 
the Nation Is now in, em we fuppofe that fucli a Method 
would be pmfticable, if the Court had an Army of i S of 
zOjOOO well dirdplincd mercenary Troops to depend on ? It 

ftgitl&», 
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ar that the Land Ta3t and Malt Tax A^fta would expire; 
E^nd that therefore the Court could not keep the Army in Or- 
Ider, nor be able to fupport the publick Ex pence, and pay 
I the yearly Intereft growing due to ihe Creditors of ihe Pub- 
llkk: ; The Court would immediately iet up tlie DodlriDeal- 
iTcady too frequently talked of by forae unthinking Men, 
That the People were become fo fa&ious and leditious, 
■there was no governing them but by arbitrary Power; and 
I that thefeforc it was btccme neccffary to give the Porceof a 
[Law to bis M; jelly's Proclamation, This Dcdnne w^ould 
I propagi^.icd through the Kingdom ^ by the Placemen and 
lOfficers almoll of t very Rank and Degree; it would be 
Igreedily fwallowcdj I believe^ by mofl of thofe called Sol- 
[diers of Fortune in the Army; and I am afraid moft Men 
Mfould chufe to fubmit patiently to an Evilj for which they 
could not in all human Probability fee any Remedy, and 
J which tiicre would be grent Danger in oppofmg- The Mu- 
Itlny Ad[, the Liind Tax A^, ajid the Mak Tax A£t, would 
Ilw continued by Proclamation i And what Soldier would 
Tdareto difpute the Continuance of the ^ril^ if immediate 
[Death were to be the certain Confeqiiencc of every fuch Ob- 
[fiinacy, or Mutiny, as it would then be called ? Wbal land- 
led Gentleman, or what Mafter» wouM refufe paying his 
] Quota of the Land Tax, or the Malt Tax, if the Colle£lor» 
[and Officers were every where to come attended with a 
[Troop of Dragoons, or a Company of Foot ? Even the In- 
] tcrefl: payable to the Creditors of the Publick, upon ihofe 
IJebts that were contraded to prefer ve our Liberties, would 
1 be made Premiums for enforcing the Meafurca of the Court ; 
for if the Court could pay, or refufe to pay In te reft to whom- 
focver ihey pleafedj we may depend on it, they would pay 
BO Interefl but to fuch as fhewed themleiVes peaceable, obc- 
dientj and loyal Subjeds, 

* Thus, Sir, I think it mull appear, that without a Stand* 
ing Army, our Conilitution cannot pofEbly be irrecover- 
ably overturned I and that with a numerous Standing Ar- 
my, it may be in the Power of the Court to ov;er- 
turn it whenever they have a Mind ; At the fame Time lam 
not againft our keeping up as many Troops as may be found 
abfoluLely necefiary for guarding us againft any Infult from 
abroad, or any Dillurbance at home. But 1 am fully con- 
vinced, that iS, 000 is a much greater Number than is ne~ 
ceilary ; for I hope it will not be ja id, we ought to keep upr 
fuch a Number as may be fulhcient to defeat the molt juft 
a,nd general Jnfurredion of the People i and ia,ooo 15, I am 
fure, more than fufhcicnt for apprehending Smugglers, or 
fcizing fmuggled Goods, for quelling any Mob that can 
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happen, OT evfn for ^efeattng any utijuft and feditiou Ja- 

furrcftion ; becaafc if a Spirit of Seditiou fhould begin ^ 
appear in any paritcular Part of the Kirigdonii the grcatift 
^iumbe^ of the Troops m lift be quartered in that Coruen 
and if a fmall Ntimocr of Men fhould ui^expcfVtdly fly tti 
Arms in any Comer, it will always be eafy for the Govcitt* 
ment lo augment their Army, and provide for their Defend^ 
fz^cr than the Rebels can afiembk, or provide for attack- 
i!igthem. This, I fay, Sir, wilialw*'ays be the Cale, on* 
IcA the Difcontcnt fhould become general and violent all onr 
the Kingdom ; and in that Cale the People nmft be paaiel 
by a Change of Mini fters, or a Chinge ot Meafures : In facli 
n Cafe fome foft and peaceable Meafures muil be made ofc of 
for fntisfying the People^ and for removing thofe GrievafiOi 
they may have Reafon to complain of, which a free and in- 
dependant Parliament will always be able to effe^itate ; for 
furcly no Man will fay^ that for the Security of thofe who 
have, by their Folly or Wickednefs, raifed fuch 3 general 
Dilcontentj we ought to give them fuch an Army us msf 
enable them to overturn our ConfLitution ; becaufe, us the 
Security of fuch Men muft always be a.bfolately inconiifleot 
with our Cooftitutfon^ they will therefore certainly make itfe 
of that Army for its Overthrow, 

* The chief Expeditions upon which our Army Kas bceft 
bf late employed, have been againft Smugglers and Molwi 
but Sir^ an Army of 1 2,000 Men will always be more tkin 
fufHcrent forq-jclling them. Therefore the only Reafon that 
C:in be affigned for keeping up a greater Number, is ik ^ 
r>a^[iger we may be in from foreign Invalions. As to this, MH 
If we con fide r onr VpPy Situation^ and the formidable siji^^B 
drona of Men of War we arc able to put to Sea upon a faf 
Pays Warnings wc cannot pofTibly think otirfelves jji asy 
Danger, as locg as the Government retains the Hearts aiwl 
AfFe^tionsof the People ; for fu rely it cannot be faid, that a 
foreign Army of 4 or 5000 Men, even with the AiMaiice 
of fome few of our Countrymen, who may then happen to 
be difaffeQed or fcditioafly inclined, would be able to conquer 
thefe three Kingdoms; and if any of our Neighbours fhoulfi 
think of inv^ditjg us with a much greater Number, they 
could not do it without feveral Months previous Preparation^ 
which we would certainly hear of, and by fending out a fu* 
perior Squadron^ might lock them up in their Ports> or (mk 
inoft of their Ships before they could approach our Coafls i 
and in the mean Timtj we woidd have an Opportunity of 
taiiing a Land Army fuiHcient to give them a proper Recep- 
tion, in cafe, by any Accident, they fhould have the goM 
Luck to efcape our Fleet at Sea. 

• For this Rcafcn^ Sir, I miifl be cf Opinion, wc can ne\*ei 
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be in any Danger of an Invafionj as long as our Govern- 
ment takes Care, by a juil and wife Adminiltrationf 
to cultivate and retain the AfFiidions of onr Penple i 
and If our People ihould, from the Folly or Wkkednefs of aji 
Admiaiflradon^ beoome generally difcontented, the Parlia^ 
ment, wiiile it continues free and indepcndajit, will always 
be al>ie Uj remove that Difcontcnt, by giving Sadsfadion to 
ihe People, and in Aiding condign PaniihineEt npon thofe 
wJM have been the Caufes of their Difcontent. From whence 
I miUl conclude, that the keeping np of more than ti^ooo 
I Men in this III and, can never be neceflary for the Support of 
my Government, bur fuch a one as has overturned our Con- 
ftitutioa, either by corrupting our Pari iamentSj or by ruling 
mthouiany Fariiament atall.^ 

The next remarkable Speech whtch was made npon this 

Important Quell ion, was that of the Right Honourable Sir 

KobcrtWalpolej who fpoke in Subflance as folkiws, viz. 

Sir, 

' That the Qneftion now before you is a Qucftloi? of great 

Importance I ilia II readily agree^ and therefore it is withgroit 

I Cbnoem, it is even with ReLu^lance I atEcmpt to fpeakupon it, 

1 2m convinced no Redutllon of our Forces ought to be made ; 

lam convinced the fame Number we now have ought to be 

kept up, at icaft for this enfoing Year i and yet I do not 

well know how to give my Reafons, or how to expreG my- 

Lielf on fnch an Occafion : For as a Standing Army muft al- 

{ways be cxpeafive, and if it fwelb to too great a Number, 

fSmy be cb-ngerous to the Feopkj I could wiih with all my 

lUi^rtthat no fuch Thing were ever neceJBry ; but if we 

I coniider the prefent Circumllances of this Nation, and the 

^ ftefent Circumflances of every one of otir Neighbouris, w^e 

mult view a Standing Army in the fame Light, in which the 

iononrable Gentleman has told us Society, or Government 

J iifelf ought to be viewed ; we mtiil look upon it as an Evil 

I which we are obli^d to fubmit to^ for the Sake of avoiding 

I ft gneaier. 

* The hononrabk Gentleman, who fpoke laH, Sir, has 

fVcn us a very ingenlon^^ and, I believe^ a very juil De- 
riptiow of our Conllitutionj and has with great Judgment 
poid^ out to us the Dangers to which wc are, or may be 
r expofed ? but I cannot think a Standing Army, conlHtuted 
mar piefent Army is, can be of any fuch dangerous Confe- 
' ijoeace to our ConlUtution as he has reprefentcd, were iC 
much more ntimeroas than it is at prefent. An Army com- 
pofed intirely of our own Subjci^b, and commanded by Gen* 
licmen of the belt Families, and fome of them of the belt 
Eftaies in the Kingdom, and an Army depending for its very 
Being ypoa the aJtiAual Ccnfint of Parliaments can no way 








SIrR. WaZpil«; 



^*** " ^- ^- contribotc towards rendering the Parliament altogether de- 
pendent upon the King or his Minifler*, nor can it contribate 
towards enabling the King to govern without any Parliament 
at all. While oar Parliament meet regularly once a Year, 
and are rechofen once c\-ery fevcn Years, no Gentleman of 
the Army can propofe to have a Seat in Parliament, nnlefs 
he be a Man of Family and Fortune in his G^ontry ; and 
though a Commiflion in the Army may perhaps, and I hope 
always will, make fuch a Gentleman join with more Alacrity 
than he would otherwife do, in fupporting the Government 
againU factious G)mpkint5, or feditious Infurredions ; yet 
no Commiflion will ever make fuch a Man give his Conient 
to any thing in Parliament, which he may think oppreflive 
upon the People, or which may, in his Opinion, tend to- 
wards overturning our Conftitution. 

* As every fuch Officer mull have a great many Friends and 
Relations among the People, his Reg^ for his Friends and 
Relations will prevent his joining in opprcflive Meafures for 
the Support of any Adminiflration ; and as the Happinefs 
and Security of his Friends and Relations, nay of his own 
Property, depends upon the Prefervation of our Conftitution, 
St cannot be fuppofed he will, for the Sake of any Commif- 
ion he can enjoy or expeft, give his Vote in Parliament 
for any Meafure that may evidently tend towards the Over- 
throw of our Conftitution. Therefore, while our Army is 
commanded by fuch Gentlemen as it is at prefent, *tis not to 
be fuppofed it 'can contribute towards breaking the Balance 
of the Conftitution ; no Sor< of Garbling, Sir, can be fuffi- 
cicnt for this Purpofe, becaufe if the Commiffions.in bur 
Army ftiould be given to Men of no Families or Fwtunes, it 
would be impoffible to get any great Number of them brought 
into Parliament. 

* The only remaining Danger therefore is, ^that our Army 
may enable fome future King to govern without any Parjia- 
ment at all ; and as this would be a total Overthrow of out 
Conftitution at once, it cannot be fuppofed that Gentlemen 
of Families or Fortunes would unanimoufly join in fupport- 
ing fuch a Government : On the contrary, we muft both 
from Reafon and Experience fuppofe, that the greateft Num- 
ber of them would declare for their Country, and would 
join in proper Meafures for reftoring the Conftitution, and 
bringing to Juftice thofe Minifters who had attempted its 
Overthrow. This,* I fay, Sir, we muft fuppofe would be ' 
the Behaviour of moft of thofe Gentlemen of Families or 
Fortune?, who might at fuch an unlucky Juncture be Offi- 
cer* in our Army ; and as they will always have a great 
Sway among the other Officers and Soldiers, we have no 
Rcalbn^ to doubt tjiat they would be followed, as they were 
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> the Cafe of King James's Attempt to fabvcrt our liber- ^^^^ " ^ ^ 
f$j by the greatell Part of our Army. From whence^ I have, ^^ * ' 

[ thinkj good Reafon to conclude, that wliilit our Army b 
bmmandedi ai it is at prelent, by Gentlemen of the beft 
lamUies and Fortunes in the Kingdom, it will always be fo 
from being dangerous to our Conllitution, ttat it muft be 
^kM on as one of its greateit Securities. 

* An Army, Sir, of fbre%n mercenary Troops, or an Army 
cipofed of the Scum of the People, and commanded by 

len of no Families or Fortunes in the Co tin try, may con- 
tibute towards enabling a Government to opprefe the People, 
MD iiivcil them of their Liberties and Pri^^ileges ; and by fuch 
cs only an arbitrary and oppreiEve Government can 
pported. It was not. Sir, by an Army entirely com- 
»fed of Koman Citizens that Julius Casfar overturned the 
Ubertie.^ of Rome: It wms by an Army which confiiled, in 
i gr^at Meafure, of the Inhabitants of thofe Coyntries which 
I been conquered by the Romans j and that Army was 
omanded chiefly by Romans of mean Families, or fiich 
, ikpended entirely upon the' Fortune and Favour of their 
tcneral. By fuch an Army it was that Rome was brought 
Bto Slavery, and by fuch Armies the Romans were after* 
irds held in Slaver)' ; for the Roman Emperors had always 
at Bodiei^ of People, who were neither Natives of Rome, 
sr of Italy, in their Pay, and by their Means they kept in 
^wc fuch of the Roman Armies, as afterwards appeared in 
lie leail inclined towards reftoring the Liberties of the 
^untry, • 

• Ac this Day, Sir, the arbitrary and tymnnica] Govern- 
"Bicnt of Turkey is chiefly fupported by an Army of faniza- 

ries i an Army of Men who are fo far from having any Re- 
lations among the People, that few or none of them know 
who \vere their Parents, or what Country they were born in : 
And in our neighbouring Country of France, we know that 
they have always great Bodies of foreign Troops in their Pay, 
who have no Hclacions among the ir'eople of France, nor 
•any Knowledge of, or Concern for, the ancient Form of Go* 
vcrnment in that Kingdom, But as they have likewife ji 
great Army of Natives, and that Army generally command- 
ed by Men of the belt Families in the Kingdom > therefore^ 
tho* their prefcnt Form of Government be abiblute, yet it is 
not fo%rbitrary and tyrannical as that in Turkey i for if their 
Government ihould begin to opprcfs their People in a tymn- 
uical Manner, I believe every Gentleman who knows the Dif- 
poittionsof the b>enchOfficers,witl allow that the greateft Part 
of the native French Officers nnd SoMkrs would certainly join 
with the People, and would probably get the better of fuch 
a Govemiaent, tho' fupportoi by aJi tJic foreign Troops they 
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have In their Pajr; fo that the prefent Governmjent of 
France may be properly iijd to be fupported by the Juftice 
and Wifdoni of ks Meaiures, rather than by its Standing 
Army, nr the Abfolntenefs of its Form ; and while the Go- 
vernmcnc in this Kingdom follows the fame Sort of iMeafures, 
it certainly oaght to be fupponcd not only by oar Army, bi*t 
alfo by oar Parliament- 

* The only Danger, therefore; Sir, we are expofcd to by 
Kleans of onr Army 3 is, lefl fome future ambitious King, or 
wicked Mini Iter, (ho aid garble otir Army, fo aj to make it 
£t for deltroying the Liberties of the People, and fapporting 
an arbitrary and tyrannical Rule, This is a. Danger wc 
in ail always remain expofed to, a^ long as we keep up 
any Thing like a Standing Army ; but this is a Danger 
which, I think, we are fumciently guarded againft, and, £ 
hope, ever ftiall be, both by the Mechod in which our pre- 
fent Army is kept up, and by the Smallnefs of it^ Number. 
As our prefent Army is kept up only from Year to Year, by 
Authority of Parliament ; if this Method of Garbling fhould 
be begun before the End of a Sefiion of Parliament, that 
very Seflion could, and certainly would, not only take no- 
tice of it, bnt contrive fome Method for preventing it* 
and in this the Parliament would certainly have the Concur- 
rence and AfEftance of every Gentleman of the Army, wkhi? 
happened then to have the Honour of being a Member of 
cither Houfe ; for as they would probably be the firil SufFereri 
by fuch a Garbling, they would be the moft forward in tak- 
ing Mea Cures to prevent it. Again, if this Garbling flionld 
not be begun till after the Seflion of Parliament wus broke 
up, it mvift be compleated before the Lady-Day following ; 
becaufe all the Gentlemen of Family or Eft ate who might 
then be in the Army, vvould, after the Lady-Day follow* 
, ing, certainly refufe to ad: as OificerSj without a new Au- 
thority from Parliament ; and if all the Officers of DiftiBC- 
tion in the Army iliould be turned out at once, or in eight 
or nine Months Time, they would certainly join with the 
people in vindicating the Rights of their Country j and their 
Sway in the Army would for fome Time after their Difmif- 
fion remaia fo confiderable, that in Cafe of a Civil War's 
breaking out, which would certainly be the Cafe that very 
Moment the Government pretended to continue the Army 
without the Ccnfent of the Parliament, mo ft of the Soldiers 
wonid in all Probability defert their new Officers, in order to 
follow their old ; by which Means the regular I'roops would 
come to be at leaft equally divided 1 and the People, with the 
AlMance of one Half of the Army, would in all human Ap 
pearancc get the better of the other Hatf» which remained 
attached to thi^ Govexx^ment. 

But 
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* Bat granting Sir, that fome future ambitious K Jug, or Aft^^ii^c^i 

mk«d Miniiter fhould refolve to govern without a Parlia- *' ' 

nentj and to continue the Army without anjr new Author!- 

|ty fmro Pariiajuent ; and likewife iuppofe that that Army^ 

l^old, every Man of them. Officer as well as Soldier, re* 

J main firmly attached to the Govemmentj and unanlmouAy 

Ijoin in fupporting fuch an ufurp'^d ^nd tyrannical Power, 

^infl thofe Eiforts which would certainly be made by the 

People, for recDverjng the Liberties and Conftitution of their 

L Country i yet a Body of iSooo of the beft regular Troof» 

[thai ever were in the World, would never be fuffidctit for 

Ifypporting a Government again it the united Force of the 

f whole People of Great Britain : For tho* a fmall -Number of 

rcguUr well difciplined Troops may, and do often, get the 

better of a much fuperior Nun»ber of Militia ^ ornew-raifed 

kaJid undifciplined Troops, yet 1 8000 Men could not iland 

legaiiiil fo many Thoufands of good Men, tho' not experienced 

■ Soldiers^ as could be brought againfl them from the feveral 
ICkmnties of Great Britain : Even fuppofe they fhould get the 

■ better at the two or three fii ft BiittJes or Rencounmrs^ yet 
i ihcir Enemies wouJd improve by every Defeat 1 fb that, as 

the Swedes did in the lail War with the Mufcovites, they 
might beat their Enemy into good DifcipHne, and by often 
dekating them, might teach them how to defeat in their 
tTurn. 

From what I have faid, Sir^ it mufi appear, that our 
' CocUlitution can never be in Danger of being overturned by 
Ivieans of an Army, conflituted as our prefent Army is, and 
Lnoi tnorc numerous than that we have now on Foot* Such 
f«D Army only preferves the Conftitntion againll Faction and 
Difafir^on, and proteds the People againll domeiHck Ra- 
pines and foreign Invafions. And fuch an Army, Sir, I am 
»&^ will always be ncceflary to be kept up here. This natural- 
Ij badi me to coniider the feveral Reafons we may now have, 
for keeping up the fame Number of regular Forces we have ac 
prefent ; and as I have mentioned Diiaffedion, I fhall begin 
with that Reafon, which proceeds from the great Number of dif- 
aiieSied Pcrfons we have ft ill the Misfortune to have amongH 
us, Suppofe, Sir, we have at prefent nothing to fear from 
any foreign Enemy j yet 11 cannot be faid we arc in abfolutc 
Security, or that we have nothing to fean There ii on# 
Xhing I am ft ill afraid of, and it Is, indeed, the only Thing, 
f chink, we have at prefent to fear. Whether it be proper 
la mcjition it upon this Occafion, I do not know : I do not 
know, if J ought to mention it in fuch an Aflembly as this : 
I am fare there is no Neceility for mentioning it, becaufe I 
sjji convinced every Gentleman that hears me Is as much a* 
fraid of it as I am- The Fear I mean, is that of the Preteti- 
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6er: Every on« knows there is fti 11 a Pretender to hia M:-^* 
ty*s Crown and Dignity j there k ilill a Perfon w*-^^ ^" ' 
to be lawfialajid rightful Sovereign of thefe King 
what makes the NlisfonQnc much the more con fid r . 
arc ftill a great Number of Perfona in thcfe K - 
mxtch deluded by his Abettors, as to think in the unjt; m ., 
Thefe are the only Pcrfons who can properly be c^ed diiii^ 
fe^ed, and they are fttU fo numerous thai though thii Gl-^ 
vemment had not a foreign Enemy under the Sun» the Oid- 
ger we nre in from the Pretender, and the difaffedted Part ot 
our own Siibje£ls^ is a Danger which every true Brnoi! 
ought to fear, a Danger which every Man who has a duf 
Regard for our prefent happy Eftablifhment, %vill ceft:uji]y 
cniieavour to provide againli as much as he can, 

* lain ferry to fee» Sir^ that this is a Sore of Fear» which i 
great many amongil: us endeavour to turn into Ridicule, jri 
tor that Ptirpofe they tcU us, thi:t though there are m+inyo! 
ourSubje6:s difcontentcd and uneafy, there are but very ftw 
difaffetted j but I mutl beg leave to be of a difFereiu Opi- 
nion ; for, J believe, moll of the Difcontents and Unofi- 
nefles that appear among LhePcopfe, proceed origluallvffflra 
DiiaiFe£lion. No Man of common Prudence will prott 
himfelf openly a Jacobite ; by fo doing he not only may ift* 
jure his private Fortune, hut he muJt render himfelf left aUr 
to do any effcdual Service to the Caufe he has em b: 
therefore there are but very few fuch Men in the Kin^ 
Your right Jacobite, Sir, difguifes his true Sentiments. 
roars out for Revolution Principles; he pretends to be a grol 
Friend to Liberty, and a great Admirer of our antient Cm- 
ftjtution I and under this Pretence there are Numbcis wifl 
every Day endeavour to fow Difcontents among the People^ 
by perfuadjng them that the Conftitution is in Danger, and 
that they are unnecefltirily loaded with many and hcaff 
Taxes. Thefe Men know that Difcontent and Difaffei^oft 
arc like Wit and Madnefs : They are feparated by thin Par 
titions ; and therefore they hope, that if they cati once ren- 
der the People thoroughly difcon tented, it will Be ea^Cy fot 
them to render them difafii^ed. Thefe are the Men we 
have rnoft Reafon to be afraid of: They are, Vm afrai^ 
more numerous than mofl Gentlemen imagine, and I ^iSi I 
could not fay they have been lately joined^ and very mildl 
mflifted by fomc Gentlemen^ who, I am convinced, have 
ways been, and flill are, very £nocreand true friends to 
prefent happy Ell;ablifhment 

* By the Accefilon of thefe new Allies, as I may j: 
call them, the real but concealed Jacobites have fuci 
even beyond their own Eafpedation ; and therefore I am 
at all afhamed to fay I am in Fear of the Pretender : It li t^ 
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I^nggrf (halliiefcriKdlaBedfti fijlam sfiailoli lie* 
Qjde it is % Dmger «re fii^ shiav^ be mote or Ids cxfioled 
to ; aod, I bel^e, tht Id^ Number of imilar Forco w« 
ke^ op, tbe moic we fhall alw&fs be cxpded to tkk JDift- 
ger. Yet 1 ^nooM not hare Gcnilcaicii to condode fixmi 
Ji^ice, ihat I iball always be Jbrkeepmg i^ tJbe lame KiiHt- 
, het of regolir Fcrces we baie ae pfmnt : Tlie Noaiber of 
\ Jacot^ies wOJ, I bopr, be datl^r decrei^iig: Tbofe mh& 
kxrc been brad u^ ia fticli Principlea, and aie therefore go- 
"vemed hf the Piejudke of Education, will die away by De^ 
giixs, aad fefnc of them may perhap^ by the Force of their 
own Un^erHaiKiing, diicover their Error, aod change their 
Fmdplcs. This, Sir^ we hare the tiong^ Reafon for 
j liopifi^ aod the more, becaule I ha^'e the Satisfaction to 
I fiod, that few of the riling Generation ate in the leail oiol^ 
ed with fL£ch erroneous and dao^roos Principles. In a fhort 
Time there fo re » I believe, we may wkh. Safety give the 
People a little Eafe, with refpe£l to the annual publick Ex- 
pence, by reducing a Part of our Anny; bat to roake any 
Keduftion at prefect, would, in my O^Inion^ be the Height 
of NLidoeG. That which is now called Difconrent, would 
diea a[^>ear to be DiiaC^on ; for I Ihould expeft to heaf 
of the ?relender*s Staodard'^s betng foon after fet yp in feveral 
Parts of die I {land, perhaps in every one of the three King* 

dOiUS* 

* Thk, I fay. Sir, would be the Confcquence I Ihould 
e^tpeS: fvofn our making any Reduftior^, while there is fuck 
a nujHerous Party of Difaffe&d among ft as ; and though our 
Neighbours feem all to be our good Friends at prcfent, tho' 
BO one of them fceins to have any immediate DeHgn of di* 
fturbing the Tranquilit}^ we now enjoy ; yet it is wcJl known, 
tbat thene is no Method by which Friendfhip bct\fcixt two Na- 
tions is kept up fo furelyj as by each being in a Condition to 
do herfelf Juftice, if the other ihall infuk her. BeCdes, Sir, 
wnere our Forces reduced, who can fay that we may not have 
I feme Dilturbancea at home ; and then it is natural for rival 
^KN^tifms to foment the Divifions, and afliiVthe Malecontents of 
^Eme another. If there ^vcre no diraife^ied Party amongft us, 
^nsr if that Party were inconfiderable, no foreign Posver would 
V ds^ft to invade m j becaufe fuch a Number ofTranlport Ships 
as h necefiary for invading us with a great Armyj could not 
be provided without our being advifed of the Defign ; m 
which Cafe we could render their Defign abortive by the Su* 
pcdority of our Fleet ; and to invade U5 fuddenly with a 
ikaall Number of Forces^ could do us little or no Mifchief, nor 
coold it do our Enemies any Service, It would be like rouz- 
iTig A. lioB to Revenge by the Prick of a Needle. But whilft 
fhere is iudl a confiderable difaffeded Patty amongft ua, no- 
Vo L, V. F Am^ 
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thing can fecure us cRefltially ag^inll fmall and fudden Ha- 
vafions^ but a fufficient Number of regular Forces ready to 
iriarch at an Hour's Warning. Five or fix thoufand Mfl 
may be embarked in fuck a fmall Number of Sliips^ and ^ 
fpeedily, that it is tmpafliblc to guard again ft it by Means di 
our Fleet. Such a Number may be laftded in ibme Pkfl d 
ihe Ifland, before we can hear of their Embarkation : Aa^ J 
fuch a Number were landed, with the Pretender at tbe^ 
Head, there is no QucHion but that they would meet wsl 
many, efpeci ally the meaner Sort, to join them. In fiKJii 
Cafe, we could not march our whole Army again ft thofe ly 
vaders and their Affiltams; bccatife^ if we (bould drawiR 
our regular Forces away from the other Parts of the Kin^oa, 
the DifAflFe&d would rife in every County fo left deiliimedf 
«eguliir Troops; and the Rebels being thus in PoilefJioii A 
many Parts of our Sea Coaft^, would be continually recdwDf 
Supplies,by fingleShips,from tbofe who had at firll invaded ot 
^ Thus, Sir, a Civil War^ at leaft, would be cntailfli 
upon UE, and might continue for feveral Years. Tin 
Government migikt probably, by good Luck and good 
Management, get the better at latl ; but it is much bctttr 
not to put it upon that liltie j for it would not be wii- 
out Danger, r.nd putting the Nation to a much greaw 
Expence, than it could be put to by keeping up a imd 
Number of additional Troops for many Years, J may kf 
for many Ages. Againfl this Danger there is no poflible 
Way of gui;rding abfolutcly, birt by keeping up fuch t 
Number of regular Troops, as that we may fpare to fend fix 
or (even thoulandof them againft any finall and fudden Id- 
vafion that can be made upon -us, and yet leave in every 
other Part of the Kingdom, efpecially the moft dilaffeded, a 
Number fuflicient for preventing the Defigns of thofe who 
want only an Opportunity for rifingin Arms again ft the Go- 
vernment : And for this Purpofe, con fide ring the Number of 
the Diiuffe^ed we have ft ill the Misfortune to have amongft 
u£,l mull think 1 8,000 is the fmalleftNumber we can in com- 
mon Prudence keep up ; for we muft always keep 5 or 6,000 
about our Capital, otherwlfe our Government may be ill 
Danger of lofmg even that, and with that^il its Tre^ifuft^ 
and thereby our Fleet itfelf may be turned againft m ; J ara 
fure J or 6 poo more is the fmalleft Number that can be 
thought nece%ry for being difperfed In th'e feveral Parts of tie 
Kingdom, in order to keep the DifjfTe^Ion in Obedience* 
* This I fay. Sir, is the fmalleft Number, we can m 
common Prudence propofe to keep up^ as long as there It 
fuch a confiderable difaifeded Party amongft us ; biJt whcii 
that Party h intirely evaniftied^ 33 1 hope it wil! be in a few 
Ycarsj we fliali thejihavenoOcQifion for any more thon^rt 
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' IB HIT Put of i^Ei^ioB, fbr k«ep^ i2ie Difif- 
I b Awe ; we AoH Wve ito OQcmSoQ Jbr^y 
uraeGefljijferntndiDgoarQipitil, Afid Ibr 
r CSfil Mag^iizliE la pattu^ tiv laws ta Extcsdoii 
tSiBfigglezsxnd tflier Qisdsils £ ^ bot^ vkkh For- 
' ^lib 12,000 mz}r, t bdiore, be fecad Itdlf fitfickst 

I know, Str, ic ma7 br skidT tlttx 2f loBg » Im lla* 
}Ay pofefib the AfefHoiis of the GeooaGtjrof die Ftof)5e, 
nUck I Jhope ^ alwajrs wiB^ v&r nuj cntft to oikt Mililii^ 
At deJieodiisgos agaliift 2117 ^naU usd iodden Imnfion, aad 
fikewiie £ir ddcxidJAg us a^dnft aoj InfiiTTedioB, ij wtJ] 
H lor eiabliiig the Cmt Magi&i^^ to pi£ the Liws Id £xe- 
cuioa againil all Sons oTCmniiials. For mf Fut» I cui 
6edf dcclajc^ iliat I wiflt, 3s mach ^ ^nj Mim caa do, tlot 
necoold pm fo mndi Tmt in our Mllim^ as to have cio 
(k^^on for regul^ Troops ; and with fegaid 10 defe»diiig 
ttagain^; ibfeigu Invafions, I believe we might put oiirTmA 
in ooj Militia, if our forrigQ Neighbours haci nothitig but Mi- 
Hlia to faru^ ^gainil U5 1 fbr oar Men are n^^tunilly brave as 
any of ihcir NcighboJirs ; they always fhewed themfelves fo, 
wbeooetther of ui had any thing elfe but Militia to tru£t to,. 
Btit liow, that our Neighbours kive large Bodies of legulaf 
well-difciplined Troop, it would be MadneU in us to put 
oor whole Trufl in our Militia 1 for by Experience, in all 
CoDntri^, we find it is impoflibie to make Militia any ihing 
near eqaal to reguilar Troops, We have an Inftance, Sir, oT 
tliisiii the late Wax betwixt Poland and Mufcovy. In Po- 
land the Militia were formerly, and I believe are ftQI, as 
good a Miiitia as any in the World. Whtltl the Mufcovitei 
Ofooglit nothing bai Militia againfl them, we find the Polilh 
Troops were always much fupcrier to the Mufcovit^s^ io 
mudif that in former Times, we find a fniaH Body of the 
Ibrmer have put to Rout great Armiei of the latter ; but 
the Mufcovites have now fellcn into the Way of keeping up 
% great Army of regular well-difcip lined Troops, and late Ex- 
penencc has fliewn us how much inferior the Poljfh Militia 
b;Coihe Mufcovite regular Troops; for in the bteVVar which 
happened upon the Eieftion of this pre lent King of Poland, 
die FbliLh Militia could never once make any tolerable Stand 
igain^ thofe regular Troops, that were fent from Mufcovy 
ID fupport tlie prefent King of PoIand*s Eledion. In all the 
ether Countries of Europe we find it is the fame ; and in this 
Country, I am convinced, we iliould find it to our Coft, if 
mt had nothing but Militia to fend againil any Body of re- 
|ular Troops, that might chance^ by efcaping our Fleet at 
I Sea, to land in this Iflfand ; for which Reafon, as long aa 
Liiir Neighbours keep up fuch large Bodiea of rcgularTroops, 
fc Fj Iftull 
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Awfl If- Ccft.TL I {Ji^ always be againil trufling intirdjr to oul* Militmt 
'^^ * ' ourDefenceagamjHoreign Inpafiofis, . 

' Even 2^ 10 dffetiding us againfl InrarreftionSf and en* 
abling the Civil Mag: ft rate to execute tiie Laws againft 
Criminals, I do not know, Sir» if it would be proper 10 
trail to our Milicia, Daring the late Rebellion we ^w how 
unferv^jceablc, how backward they were. I hope i^ will not 
be pretended that that Inrurredtiou was general, or that it 
was favoured by any great Part of the People ; an4 yet that 
fmall Number of Men ^ wbich were gathered together from 
one Corner of the Ifiand onlyj would, I am afraid, have 
made themfelves Maltersof the Whole, if we had then had 
nothing but Militia to fend again ft them. Then as to ea- 
abliag the Civil Magi Urate to execute the Laws againil Cri- 
minals, I am ftire there never was a Time when there was 
!efs Reafon than there is at prefent, to fay our Militia is faf* 
iicient for this Purpofe, In moll of our maritime Counties, I 
do not know but that the Militia would protcd inftead of 
fuppreiling the Smugglers i in fome Counties the Kf ilitia 
would, I fear, deftroy the Turnpikes ^ inllead of ailiiHng ^ 
apprehend thofe, who do in a riotous Manner detlroy them j 
a.nd in every Connty, I am convinced, the Militia would 
proted the iliegil Rct:ulersof fpirituous Liquors, if>Head of 
procetting thole who ferve the Pubiick by informing againj 
them. 

* From thefe Confideratlons, Sir, T am convinced, a Stand* 
int; Army is abfolutely necefTary, at leait at prefent, jbr pro- 
tc&ing us againfl foreign Invalions, and domellick InfaP- 
Tcdiions, and for eoabling the civil Magi Urate to execute 
thofe Laws, which have been thought highly neceffary by 
all the Branches of our LegiHature ; and for thefc Endd I 
cannot think, that a lefs numerous Standing Army than we 
now have, could be fufiicient ; at lea ft I cannot thirik fo, oi 
long as we have lb formidable a difaffc^ed Party amodgft m, 
A Standing Army, or fuch an one as we have at prefentj may 
perhaps be an Evil ^ I fhall even grant it is an Evil, becaufe 
it mull always be expenfjve to the People ; but it is an Evil 
which we ought to fubmtt to, for the Sake of avoiding a 
greater : Atid as I am of Opinion, and have, I think, clearly 
ihewn, that a Standing Army, conflituted as our p relent is, 
and not more numerous, cannot be in the leaft dangerous 10 
our Conftitytion or Liberties ; therefore I mull think, we 
ought the more willingly to fubmit to it." 
An hpny in Titoo Some Members, who were for the Motion, then endca^ 
feJInStob^^cSi'^ voared to ihew, that an Army in Time of Peace was not at 
^SldplSf^^^ all inconfiftentwith the Whig Principles ; and that the pre- 
fent Difpofition of the Nation abfolutely required th'U fuch 
fui Aiiny fliguld be kept yp. That it coold be looked upon 
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UK no Violation of the Conftkution, fince it was for the Anno it coo, il 
Good of the Whole. This was endeavoured to be proved by tj^^^^^'^s.f 
fome Inllanccs from the Roman Hiilory. Thea Sir John Tit Rem in nmrY 
Hynd Cotton fpoke to the following Piirpofc. 
Sir, 
* I do own it gives me a good deal of Surptife, to hear sir jdm h/hj Cou 
Gentlemen who , a£t upon Revolution Principles talk fo ut- ^°^* 
terly inconfiftcnt with what was the Language of the Whi^ 
in former Times- Sir, I know not what Whigs the KonourabTc 
Gentleman has been actjoainted with, but I have had the 
Honour and Happinefa to be intimate with many Gentlemen 
of that Denomination : I like wife. Sir, have read the 
Writings of many Authon who have efpoufed thefe Prin- 
ciples : I have fat in this Houfe during fome of themofl ma- 
terial Debates that have happened betwixt them and the 
Tories j and, Sir, I can declare from my own Experience, 
that I never knew one who aded on true Whig Principles, 
vote for a Standing Army in Time of Peace, What the 
Principles of the Wliigs in former Days were. Sir, I can 
only learn from Reading or Information ; but^ Sir, I have 
heard of Whi^ who were again ft all unlimited Votes of Credit: 
J have heard of Whigs who looked upon open Corruption as 
the greateil Curie that could befal any Nation : 1 have heard 
of Whigs who elleemed the Liberty of the Prefs to be the 
moft valuable Privilege of a free People, and triennial Par- 
liaments the greateil Bulwark of their Liberties ; and, Sir, I 
have heard of a Whig Adminiftration who have rcfented In- 
juries done to theTrade of the^ation, and who have revenged 
Jnfults offered to the Britilh Flag. Thefe, Sir^ are the Prin- 
cjplefjif I am rightly informed, that once charaderifed the true 
Whigs. Let Gentlemen apply thefe Chambers to their pre- 
fcnt CDndufti and then, laying their Hands on their Hearte^ 
let them a^k of themfdves, If they are Whigs ? The ho^ 
nourable Gen deman who fpoke laft, asked, with an Air of 
Triumph, by what Means a parliamentary Standing Army 
was eftablifhcd under King William i He is pofitive that it 
could only be by Means of the Whig Intercft. No, Sir, it 
was not ; it was by Means of the Court Interejt, which was 
fupported by Men^ who were no longer Whigs than during 
the Time they were cut of Poft, and who, aftar they got 
into Power, knew no other Principles but thofe which ad- 
vanced the Intered of the Crown, and fccured their own 
Employments. To thefe Gentlemen it was owing, Slr^ 
that the ridiculous DiIlin£lion» without any Diffi;rence, be- 
twixt two Kinds of Standing Armies^ was broached : Thejr 
told us, that an Army kept up from Year toYear byConfent of 
the parliament was a «juite different Kind of an Army from 
one kept up without Cbnfent of the Parliament. Really, Sir, 
ter my own F^n^ i think that one Armjr may be aa A^t^- 




** Iiificcd^ ^p jvQ. are 

^' t^fe&R I mm Seswc jpps so _ 

fefer fcg a Fiiiice u> make tiic iie^cA Eacngdtfpmt 
iJhatj, than to^fnakcl^e kaft u^oci Eeiigiae, Ttk, 1 
affaifit ^^* wa» tW true Reaibii wL? die greater Pan of 
Ktag Jajne^'s Ai my joined flag WiUkni 2£ tbc RErolacioii. 
Yet, Sir, as aa ejcGcllent Aii£to- of tboJb Dap obferres, 
'* Tbougii the late King James Lad tbe Nobility, Gentry^ 
*^ BUhfyps, People, and £ia own Aiiiiy, agamll Kim, and 
*' we lud a very wife acd couogeous Prince, n^rly mlaied 
** to our Crown, for oar Froiei^r, yet we account tiiis Re- 
** volution not to a Miracle." And I hope. Sir, Things 
wtU never come to that Pals with us, when nothmg but a 
Miracle c*n deliver m. 

* The honourable Gcntteman laid down a Maxim, the 
Truth of whicli I am perfuaded no Gentleman in this 
Iloufe will difj^utei I'hac Che Safety of the People was the 
lirll L^w He thence icemed to conclude, that all thefub* 
ordinute Jjiw* of t lie ConUi tut ion mufl give way wherever 
the Hufi'ty of the People is concerned. But in myOpinionj Sir, 
the KufeEv ufii People t!i bell confuked by a Heady Adlierence 
tiuluit Ctijull Itutioii, under which they become great and 
jvwerfkd. No L^.riur \n Uovernment, Sir, 15 fo dangerous, 
ill t^in in the Event prove h futal, as a Deviation from the 
I \ ..irtt ^ . M ;, .M Kj , n crm the Safety of the People be confulted 
^d. When the Romans had recourfe to 
I IV Uut^h IQ a Stad^ldcr^ the)' did nothing 
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tLcir Govcfsan ^ 

Ottd. Sbdo^ do'dc 5^^ ^i^F<^^; 

jfc^ due SdeSj BCfCr cia be jmrnaesi^ W t 
r fNufacd fee ptM»uElag k azc ib tic ktt i 
f the Cosiltaboa <if tk Gooiij. 

Itioo call nerer be defbuf^d hj lb "^""^fr^rfff^t s Ni^iter 
lor Forces m i S,ooo. Eat, Sir, I muft b^ Late to be of 
fa difimnt Optuksi. We biiFe % btt IiftlhfKP, wbm in 
this Metropolis tlie Popaiicc was ofier-awM bf 1^ Aa» i^ 
£xxh Part of ch^t Number, lb as qdedj te feimit to a 
Law of as unpopular a K^itUTie as erer pi&*d ia diii Hov^; 
I mean the ikw r«lall&g Co fpmtiioiiis Liqcx)r«. Now, Sir, 
thd'l allow thai this w^i z good Law, and thit the GoftnunegK 
was 10 the Right to enforce the Execution of it i yet an 
arbitrary Law might have been forced upon the People 
with as much Rafe, if 4jackM with the fame Number of 
Forces* Aod, Sir» if fo fmall a Number were fuffidcnt to 
€>vcr-awc the People at fo diragrceable a J unsure a$ that \vix% 
what may not the whole Body of our Army be able toe^ft, 
when united uiider the Diredlion of a General, either dcvot* 
ed to ihc Will of a Court, or followmg the Dictates of his 
own Ambition ? Befidesj Sir, tho' ive Ihould fuppofc, wh:it 
it rery improbablcj that i8,ooo Men arc not fuHicient to 
give Lau'S to the Keft of th« Nation, yet the Court can 
command a confiderable Reinforcement out of Ireland. That 
Kingdom, Sir, always maintains r^jOoo Mcn> tho* 4000 
Ut ftifficient far all the Purpofc^ they arc kept up for ihere^ 
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Now, Sir, the fapernumcrary Body of looa Caii, upon 2^ 
Pinch » be brought over hither, and a44ed to the tBiDCC 
now oa Foot Thus, Sir, the Court catt at any Time (qtm 
a Body of 26,000 Men^ while a total Difufe of militan 
Exerdfe has rendered our People utterly uncapablc to m^ 
the Icafl Oppofiiion in Cafe thefe ^6,000 Men were empbj* 
cd by the Court to wicked Purpofes. This, Sir, muil pf)^ 
fent buc a very melaacholy Profped to every Lover of Mi 
Country, were he not perfuaded of his Majefly'a Regartj ht 
the Laws, and his Tendernefs for the Rights of Ba S«b- 
je^s, I wiih, Sir, his Minillers were as tender how tUtOf 
load the Nation with any unnecefl^ry Expencc. I fay this, 
Sir» becaufe I hear there is a Defign of adding a Regimcfit, 
raifed fince our la ft Scflions, to the Forces in our Amenau 
Settlements, which Regiment will coft tl\p Nation at ItJi 
fftecn thoufand Pounds, including the Expence of their _4i- 
tilkry, and other incidentil Charges, Sir, I am not al sQ 
again It our fending fomc additional Troops to that Cbantir, 
and efpecially to Georgia; nay, confidering how far tic 
Honour, if not the Intcrell of our Nation, ia concerned in 
ftipporting £hat Seitlemcnt, I think we have been too diJattMy 
in fending fome Reinforcement thither. But, Sir, I ^n ^ 
Opinion, there was no Occafion to have raifed a Regiinent 
for that Purpofe, when we have fo many old ones that wooli 
have ferved the Purpofe as well* Had one of the Regiment 
on the British EUablifhment been fent thither ; nay» had half 
a Do^n of them J for I am fure we can fpare them, been leat 
thither, we mull have reaped two Advantages ; fi ril, we 
fhould have been eafed of fo much Expence, b«:aufe we can 
maintain them cheaper there than we can here t In the fe* 
cond Place, there they can anfwer the Ends of the NatioOi 
here they can anfwer only thofe of the Mimftry, But, Skt 
in what I have fa id on this Head, I am far from rcfle^ug 
on any Meafure that might have been taken by the Advice 
of the honourable Gentleman whom we may juftJy call tk 
Father of that Colony, I am fo much perfuaded of hii le* 
tegrity and Ability, that I think we ought to be as witHni 
to fupport him, as he has been generous m ferving us. But I 
dare fay the honourable Gentleman himfelf h fenfiblej that 
the lefs the E^xpence is which hh Endeavours for the pubiicic 
Good (hall coil hh Country, the greater will be his owQ 
Honour. 

* Having thus given my Reafons, Sir, why I think tbi 
propofed Rcdu^ion extremely proper at this Time, and whf 
I think it extremely improper for us to load the Nation with 
any additional Expence, I 0iall conclude with giving my Voic 
for the Motion/ 
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fc^*as anfwcred by John 
Selwyn, Efqi and others ; * That the Money laid out upoa 
Georgia was the belt employed of any Money that ever rhe 
Government kid out ; becaufe, in a fhort Timej that Colo- 
ny would be able to produce as much raw Silk as will Tav^e 
the Nation upwards of three hand red thoufand Pounda^ which 
13 now yearly font out of Britain to Italy and other Ckjiin- 
tries, for that Commodity : That all the Saving wou'd be 
but two hundred fixteen thourand Pocmd?, which was but 
incoufiderable when comparM to the Benefit of keeping the 
Forces up/ 

This was anfwered by George Hcathcotc, Efqi to the 
Allowing Purpofe : 
Sir^ 

* 1 own that till now I have not approved our laying out 
£o much Money as we have done on the Settlement of Geor- 
gia, becaufe I was of Opinion, that if the Hands we have 
fent thither had been duly employed in Agriculture and Ma- 
nut'afturea here, they might have been piore ufeful to their 
Native Country. But the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
lall has entirely removed my Scruples ; for if what he fay a 
be Truth, which I am far trom difputjng, it is like to prove 
the moll beneficial Colony that ever was fent from Britain, 
both becattfc it will fave a great deal of Money to the Na- 
tion, and as it will produce a large Revenue to the Crown, 
For thh Rcafon^ Sir, I think that the Money required for 
maintaining that Settlement, and paying the Forces fent thi- 
tiicr, may be raifed without our laying any additional Bur- 
then on the People of Britain, The Method J propofe^ Sir> 
for this End, is, that as the Fund is fo very good, and the 
Security upon it fo unqueftionable, the Government ihould 
borrow as much Money upon it aa may defray alt the necef- 
{kry Expencea attending the Settlement, that now fall upon 
the Subjects of Britain, This, Sir, J lak^ to be a ve- 
ry fair and equitable Propolal; and I am periuaded that 
the Wildom and Frugality of the Gentlemen who have the 
Honour to be in the Admiuiftration will induce them cp con- 
fider of it, 

* As to the other Part of my worthy Friend's Speech, I 
own I cannot fo eallly digefl It. 1 he Redmdlion that is pro- 
pcifed, faid he, will iave only two hundreil fixtcen thoufand 
Pounds the to Nation, Sir, two hundr^^d fixteen thoufand 
Pounds is Money ; and had we, fbr twenty Years pa!l, far- 
ed that fame Sum. by the like Reduction, upw^ird^ of fix 
Millions of the National Debt had been paid ofF^ and a 

I great many Inconvcniendes kept from the Subjefbt Befides, 
had this Kedu^on taken Place twenty Years ago* and con- 
tinued ever fnice| I am convinced, Sir^ that liie only Pre* 
Vol. V, G ittvc^ 
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fence lot a Standing Army in thii Natlofij 1 meaa wbati 
advanced from the Difcontent of the People, had been « 
tirely taken aw?iy» in that tvio of the principal Catifes of 
the Difcontent had been removed, the Grievance from tJ] 
Severity of our Taxes, and the AvcrCon of the Nation to I 
numerous a Standing Army in Time of Peace : So that it ; 
more than probable » that by this Time we fhoiald have had I 
Occsiion at all for any Standing Forces. Howevetj Sir, bet! 
late than never. If we begin now to reduce them, tiie Nati 
may twenty Years hence feel the Benefit of a total ReduiT 
Whereas, if we keep them on l^'oot from Year to Year, 
inftead of reduciog, jncreafe them, the Nation twenty Ye 
hence may be faddled with iS,ooo more, and pubJick D| 
content incresfmg with the publick Debt, may run Co hig 
as to render it imprudent for the Government, tho' it ive 
willing, ever to make any Redudion. Wherefore, Sir, ] 
am for beginning tn Time, and then for making amends, . 
far as we can, for any paftOvcrfightSj by agreeing lo the : 
pofed Reduction.' 

Sir William Youoge * fpoke nextinSubilance as foUows| 

Sir, 

• Ever fmce 1 had the Honour to Jit in this Houfe, we 
have had every SefTion a regular Return of a Debate on tW 
Subje^. Sometimes I have heard very fpccious Argumenti 
for a Reduction urged by the Gendemen in the Oppoiitioaj 
but I always faw before next Seffions too good Proofs 
we afted mo ft wilely when we agreed to the keeping up i 
greateft Number of Troops ; nor do 1 know any Part of h» 
lace MajefLy -b" ConiJod; fo juilly liable to Cenfure, as the Re* 
du£lion of his Forces^ to which he was induced by a lincere, 
but miftaken Tender nefs , for his People ; nor did 1 ciw 
know a Reduflion which the Nation in a Ijttle Time had 
not Realon to repent of I own^ Sir, that in fomc Yeai^ 
the Reaion^ forv keeping them up were ftronger than iii 
others, but I cannot rememember a Year when the Reafons 
for keeping them up were fo ftrong a^ they are at prefcnt. 
The lofolence of the People in all Parts of the Kingdom 
IS rlfen to a Height that makes it nnfafe for the Civil 
M:igi'knte to do hh Duty without the AlTiftange of the 
miliraiy Power. In the Country where I was during fomc 
Part of our late Recefs, the Miners^ the Labourers, and 
otiier Manufa^urers, allembled in a riotous and tumultuous 
Manner, to the Number of near five thoufand, upon m» 
other Pretence but the Exportation of fome Grain i wMcb 
E>;portatioji really did a Service to the Country, and neves 
could hart them. They proceeded to the molt violent Out- 
^g^* wliitU rendered it impoffible for the civil Magiilrate 
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and an aAivc Mi^flfiiEwaf infttlDed m Imown Roofe Jbr 
dofoi; bk Duty, bf a tumnliuoJi Mob of the hxoc^ Kiiidp 
wiko tbtt^fipsed to poll hk Houfc in Pieces aboec Im brv, 
sod, as I am inlbrnied, a^ually attempt)^, and pctifBl^ 
waM ^wmtSeOed it, li^ it oot been for a D^adnnent of 
ifce TC|;Qkr Troops who were fent to proted lum, Thde 
Tomotis, Sir, ciraT^i be owing to no Opprcflion, iior to any 
jojl Ground of O^ence tli^t Eod been given them hy diac 
Magiilx^tc Bot the Truth is, that the more adive, the 
more honeil, and the more vigiknt a Magistrate ij, the 
more' he i& infatted, hated, and abufed by the common 
P^ple, Thefe Mob?, Sir, it is trae, feldom have any o- 
dicr Vaew than to gratify their immediate Rerentment. But 
who knows. Sir, but that if they come to any Height, ihofe 
who have mote diilant and more dangerous VievvSj may hetd 
with thenit and make them the Tools of their Ambi* 
tion or Revengp ? Thb, Sir, would very probably be the 
Ct(e, were it not for oar regular Forces ; and if this were 
the C^fe, we muft foon fee a Rebellion formed, and the 
Nation become a Scene of Blood and Confufion, hot any 
Gentleman who loves hh Country reflet upon the llorrors 
which fuch an Idea prefcnts, and let him, if he can, vote 
fe a Reduction, which by weakening the Ha^d&ol the Go- 
vemincnt may leave a Poflibility of any fuch Event. An 
focmptton from the Miferies of a Civil War is cheaply pur- 
cliaied by the heavieftTaxesn The People of Britain at pre-* 
fait pay no heavier Taxes, than the Extenfum of their Com- 
oierce, and the Benefits they enjoy from tlie Government, 
(which leaves them more Liberty than any People under the 
enjoy) enable them to fupport without Difficulty ; and, 
^h their Taxes were ftill heavier, a little more Indullry 
Frugality in the meaner Sort of our People would cafily 
fapplythem: Bat, Sir, the Wounds of a civil War may 
faked for many Ages ; hy ruining our Trade it mult render 
m defpicable to our Neighbours, and probably we mail be- 
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(44) 
wtm iibjeSt cicber bo a foreign or a Jaflkl: Tf^smf^ | 
heitcre no Gtrxdcimo^ whedier lie ii a Ffac 
wo'lld forgive himfelf^ if ht did not coscn* 
|yfc ihat could avert fach ati E^nenc Sir, if 
Mftmrfutdf they are right Mcafurcs, wbetfacrl^^a 
Ibe4 by Place-Men or oiher^ : And I hofie all 
wilt be fb true to one another, as to timiie ta 
NcE'uive ta rhe Rcda^jon on this Occafoci/* 

When be fat down. Sir John Eimafd fpoke i 
■J foUowf : 
Sir, 
#fr tt^n ftfmai, ' Ft hat alwayt been my Opinion, tlut the leaJiell ^ 
to bring on the Miferics which the honotirabie Gentle 
who fpoke lad, ha« fo pathetically defcHb^^d, is to mainc 
a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace j and that I 
be(l, if not the only Method of preventing them, K eid 
eonfjdernbly to reduce, or mtirely ta disband ii. So 
Sir, the Gentletrian lixu very artfully foreftalkd the 
Iry employing in favour of a Standing Army, one of 
iimngcil Arguments agamft it. I am perfectly af a Lofs 
know why the Gentlemen who are a gar nil the Redu^i^ 
have let fo nmeh of otir Time be fpent, before they' 
the Deb:ite on their Side ; for I am fare they have not 
«dvaii€4»l a Shadow of an Argument in favour of the 
iution. Therefore, Sir, I either expeft to hear fome Re 
Jbnii why we fhould agree to this Refobtion, from the Gi 
tJemcn who ih*ilj fpenk in the fucceedmg Part of the Bebalj 
or I muft be obliged to think that a Standing Army is moea 
cd to lie made al art of our Condi tution, and that our j 
fi il V I hg ay r fe 1 ves i n to a Comm i ttee , to confi der/ of the prop 
Number to be kept up, fa mere Form. Nay, Sir, it b n| 
impoHibt*', but thnt, fome Yearj^ hence, we may fee a BiH 
brought into this Houfe for that End, This, Sir, will fa^ 
GentTcmcn a great deal of Trouble, in eluding once a Ye 
a Set of ill* nacured perplexing Objections, railed by Gentf 
men ftubbornly and perverfely attached to tlie Good of thd 
Country, and the Prefervation of the Conftitution* But, 
if fuch a Step ihoutd be takcn^ Gentlemen both of Reputs 
tion and Eilate will no c be wanting to crppofe fuch a Subv^ 
fion of our Liberties, with their Intereil, with their Fo 
tund, and, if their Country requires it, with their Swon 
Since the Beginning of this Debate^ we have had a very 
broad Intimation of a Defign that leans verymuch that Way* 
An honourable Gendeman under the Gallery told us, If you 
contfnue the Liberty of thePrefs, you ought to continue your 
Army, Sir, I look upon the Liberty of the Prefs to be the 
moft valuable Part of the Liberty of the Subje^ i I look op- 
en Lhc Army, as what may one Ihy be the DeArudion of 

both I 



flag Army, iiat tfai^k anf^ Mbof i^ J 
lit to ik}v m odicr W<mfa^ Tim a ] 
I iDgtDpiit 20 Eiid ixi t^ Uxrtki 1 

|«« peretiiider a NeoE&j «f I 
l&^etilbfce 1^ lai^ w^aaefciie 1 
ri&rat£S caimot (i^ Set, I kviw 

^vpoil die Ovil ] 



IlmcikeHo- 



' m be a CitjI Migiiiiii^ Sir« m tie] 
ISnlain, perhafn to Eorope; lad I dn 
aad for thoje Geaiikiwti iHie« I kive lad tke J 
bcaJTociaied witi ia tke Cml lii^ftncfp tfast 
Occaiion for acy A££ai»ce ofllie miUlaiy Fomk Iv] 
the Laws inE;i:ccut)02]. And as I tore 
I knowing fomewiiaf of the Gomifiy of Bi^jbnl m |^ciiit, I 
CIO vcfiidre to ^y, dui » Gmiaye M die Hevlef ^s Foiei 
I by a Warrant fjom z Janice of the Peace whici is belovedi 
I cat] do more dun a CdJoucI at the Heaij of his Regypcsc. I 
[iay. Sir, a JuAicie of the Peace wiio is belored ; forlani^ 
hiim thinking that all of chein are beloved ; tbom^ I believe 
I thty generally are fo, ^hcn it b knoi^'ii tbcy are net iftfla^ 
I mnced by any Guidance from u^thin thefc Walls. Sir» k is 
tiieDaty, as well as the Intercil of every Civil Magiibmte^ 
Lta e&deavour to render hlmfelf beloved aJid popdai In tbo^e 
I Places where he aiBi ; and if there are any ^ho aie more 
llmted, and coufequently Ids obeyed by the People, h muil 
I be owing to their own ill Condufl. Hay, Sir|i I believe I 
I could inlUnce m^ny J nil ices of the Peace, who a^ as fuch, 
I witbouc having a Qualification, Jn what I have laid. Sir. 
I am hkr from intending that It (hoald be underflood, as if I 
refle&ed on atiy particular Gentltmaoi who ha^ the Honour 
to ferve his Mnjefly in the Commifllon of P^ce in Weftmin- 
fter. I am willing to bcUeve the beft of thefe Gentlemen, 
and that they are h.r from making a Traffick of their Duty, 
m taking their Dire^ons from any Man in Power. But, 
Sir, if the re arc any fuch, though they may indeed w^nt the 
Alliance of the military Power, I ihiuk it is very unfale 
ferns to keep up Forces that may be employed to very bad 
ForpoSes by fuch Magi ft rates/ 
Mr* Pulteney fpoke to the following Purpofe : 

Sir, 

* The Arguments that have been advanced againft the Wm-PttliBftey»fi^i 

prdent Motion are of fo extraordinary a Nature, and thofe 

tlttl have been oifered in favour of the Refolutlon are fo 

w^k, th^t I have a better Opinion of the Judgments of the 

bonoamble Gentlemen who have advanc^ thenii than to 

believe 
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K*^: f;r^'.::c(T. '.iiv.: .' : ^-jr:.;- _:>:.;:: :i r -. :i rg Pu w cr - 
er :i:e ?.;.". ?; :r?!rr.-w -le 7 s :i r :r' ^iiii-rc « Ii»^' .- 

C'; •:--]::.-::;:. V :«: * .:: v?::l ^: :::j:- J June— . nk.; cray* ^^ 
C7?-:r7u:.-7' :t l:-/:.': ^ :: .:-.:-'?. vtlt. iiia^- nrsit 3 me '^ 
'jiK- Ar'if.ur.-.;:^ ..i -"!.:? H-juic:. I «■:.■! .-::::«n::; iz. thkBuBr ,.. 

■• ::er? jiizMui I x zz •_:- 7'i-ni :.t-; Z;:Te!icf ~ i3=rid tkB ;^ 
" ?i:i;;ij:enc, l.vz-i .z nn x :i" ao V.e i: 21-^ Cc-czcr?* .!? 
Bl: ii-L' :* i -Lie lic 1 per'iitr.oci laicrsc:;. TJiis, Sir, ?; 

cn'rps iMa:: cr -le iacsrnichaa :f >*a'/:n5 xos x: jesic lik ." 

Due xi* tne 5erv:t:s -r .lis v^-LL^r'^ Ztiices, Sir, Goade- ^ 

s:cr. c^i^hu -j? ."rjiiticL 1:12: ;r i-icie vnc -ict yzc die Zrrrr^i of . 

Ue».r C^anev -a^cp: -ujitfJ. 2.11: j-i^e liicir ArE^-iarre ia ; 

t;;:h H':u:e. iae^/ migsc :L11 inue-d .-jacaue zne iijacrirf ; .' 

buc, 5i.-. liicii 1 iJLncrir/' il« iiev v.iiic zhen xrr::. c«r»-?r yet J 

abienc ca -iii Ctcaiicc. whc. I iisc^v, wuh vteil to cbdr ' 
C.'juntr/. ar.ii -vho I ieicw wculu '^ .:,m'_"s:cii na ochcr Ac* ^ 
ccunc, buc rLr :ae ^^aicn I na-n: nc^v laggeited. ' 

' I aavti nL-irci, 5ir, durir/r che Coune ot this IX^inK^ 
gr^i: '^r.,7i7i:ijfl.-: jf 'jie De privity cF the ccmaMja People; ^ 
a,?-: [ :.t: :cr.iji:ic Lie Ccmpiaincs arc net iii-tounded. Bar, 
::.-, .' ::ii.-:"c ine M»:i;:ui: >aa: is prcccicd rj renrnn dieta, in- , 
ii..iid Of fupprerfmg, wlJl buc prcpagate the Evil. Ic is as ■ 
if.ipncLciitiej blr, to dragcoQ People incu Mcralicr, as into 
R:i:g:ca ; nor can a Scandi.ig Army miike a z'ree People qniec 
^l:jr:cr:, any other Way diaa by making tiiem iiamble 
SI;i7e^. Ic ha2 alway*}, ^ir, been Lhe diJjngiuihiii^ Glaiy 
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fthi? C^nfUtmiottt liac nor Kiags m^ed m&Mms aad ^^ 
er:^iives; ibd tkac ^ve C&n the fomta of doiiigai;^ 
Goovi as they pleded i thocgli k tied ii|» thor H^isd^ 
(bing any Hon- But, SiTg ois' near Sjriciii of Fkili- 
ha^ a quite diffeicsc T cfldcDcy i it ttnifa Us meteSSbims 
Sobjedts, to give die King an Oppaatmatf of doing Hiiv, 
deprives him of the Poorer of doii^ Gw!. For, Sir, a 
who lies at the Mercy d aoocbcf , 2s eo fik liberty afld 
is, in efa^ a SUTr^ cfaot^ he wbo ts hb Sope* 
fliotild not e^ercifc his Faw^r tyF^imtcally, And a Piiace, 
who, in order to maifitain hts Apthorityj is obliged to 
Ills Sabje&s wkh opprcfiive Taxes, whik they al- 
groan itnder a Load of Debts, has it in hb Power to 
fs his Subje^, biit has it not in his Power to tdieve 
; bccnufe no A€t of Grape, which he caD exert, can be 
nee for the Unpoptikrity that muft attend him. So 
ihat^ Sir, it i* furprifing that Mioiilers thcmfelves are not 
more caytioas how they give Occafion for any unneceCary 
Taxes open the People, or how they confent to the keeping 
Up a Body of Forces, which fo evidently tends lo weaken 
boch their Mailer's and their own real fnterelb. But, lay 
Gentlemen^ the Depravity is fo great zr.d fo gencT^^ that 
no fiemedy bciides th.it of a fupcrior Force can be applied. 
Sir, a Phyiician, who would cure a Dileafe> applies himfclf 
hktG fiiid out its Caufes ; and if the Caufes can be found out 
and taken away, the Eifei^ ceafes of courfe, 

* As to what the Gentlemen who are for continuing the 
pt&niN umber of our Forces have fo much infilled on, 1 mean 
tie Spirit of Oppofition to the Civil Magiftracyon fomeOc- 
cafions, it h^s, I am afraid, been too Tnuch owing to the 
Conda^: of the Magi ft rates i and their Oppofition to fome 
late Laws is to be imputed » I believe, to the Nature of the 
Laws thcmfelves. It is impoffible, Sir, for a Legislature to 
inforcie immediate Obedience to an unufual I^w, without 
ven^ great Relnftancefrom the People, before they are con- 
MiiCDi that this Law is really for their Good, And, Sir, 
pve me leave to hy^ that it will take a good deal of An to 
peHWade the People of the Expediency of ibme Laws lately 
yaikd* Nay, Sir, I fhould not myfelf be eaiily convinced, 
•iJkae fome late I^ws might not havc^roduced all the Good 
kr wMch they were intended j and yet have appeared in a 
Shape naore agreeable to the Body of our People, Are Gen- 
tktnea to fuppoi'e that a People will fubmit to Laws which, 
ihey look upon oppreiTive and ineonfiftent ? In this Part of 
the Coantry» Sir» they aje obliged to fubmit to Lawa ; for 
loiUnce^ the late A^ again ft Spirituous Liquors, which 
fTvetend^ to pluck up an old but beloved Difeafe by theRootSp 
*hik the Manner of detc&ing DeliiK^ucnts againll this 
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t k, lifetj would la- i 

Sailfati^ Sr, ir Boar IXity, hcfm ] 

tcB^fcriifcctfcg ijg A A ■ligfTJ CEraHy feqa fflch au Aft 
aie JiikieBt tD owiiPibAaee ilie uiipofiiikrity of ooi 
pa£iig tlac A^ and die Odisiii aad Expences «thich tlif i 
Gofomncnr mi^ incnr hy poctiiig k in Ejcecucion, When I U 
hy this. Sir, I hopr do Gcndeman wiil inicr ^t I woald A 
court Popularity ai tlic Expcnce of aDyMeaforetfa^t h for the ' 
Good of chc Pcopk, But I know, that fome GovemTTicuti 
luve fowd the Secret of rcconcHjiig the People*^ real laterefts 
to their Indioations, and believe that in all good Govem- 
metits the moh bene&cial Law^ are generally the molt p«K 
pukr. 

' But, befides Bt tinders which we may hare committed in a 
more pubUck Capacity, J am afraidj Sir, that in other Rc- 
rpc^ we do not a litde contribute to fpread this Spirit ijf 
Difcoritcnt. When a People, Sir, fees their Superiors a* i 
bmdon the Principles that make them honeft Men, they 
prefume, not unrcafonably, that they have loft every Quality 
thftt fonns an hone ft Reprefentative, When they fee Lujcory 
ind Extriwngance Tttpportcd upon the Emoluments of publict 
PbU«, the mcancil Subjei^ in the Nation, if he knows any ' 
Tiling, knows that ht? hc!ps to pay for thcfe Luxuriei^ and 
tbat tl^cy arc maintained on the Spoik of hk Country. When 
Sir. the People fee (icntlemen walling their private Elates 
in idle Pudult5, und unpTOfitable vices; they know that 
thrfr ttcndempn have no other Way to repair the Ibattered 
tivmkina af thdr Fortuaci, but by preying upon the Publick. 
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ce Corruption and Venality opef^Ij avowed, ^'^^j'! ^' 
even tho* fome of them talle It^ they kiioWj or ^t Icall they 
fufpe^, that an Admlniilration mail be we^k when it re- 
quires fuch Supports. 

" ' Give roc Leave to borrow an Expreflion, and to fay^ 

si ii is turs to mend ihs He art i of the Pcopii^ It is our Dui^, 

r, by each of us living within the Boutids of our own pri- 

ptte Fortunes I co preferve our Independency upon any Ma^n 

' any Minifter whatever ; and thus ihall we be enabled to 

eierve the Independency of the Legiflature* Then fhall 

; fee the publick Debts decrcrJe, the DiiTatisfaiSjion of the 

opie fubfide, and the Di Hind ions of Parties abolilhed, 

je ihall then have no Need of a Standing Army i becaufc 

ken, Sifj there will be no Occariontoruleby a Party; for 

that Party aniongft U3# which either by its Principles or 

Fra^ices oppofes thefe good Ends, becomes a FacEtion, let 

its Majority be ever fo great. I iiave heard. Sir, many in- 

"dious Infinaations and Reflciftions thrown out againil a 

rtain OppoHtion that 1 could name, and I hear a great 

falk without Doors about * a Reconciliation, Sir, I know 

Jl any Reconciliations that I could wifh except one : Others - 

^lever deCre to fee, nnlefa they are founded on the Liber- 

of the People ; and, Sir, I think an Oppofitlon upon 

rtuous Principles the only Security that our Country can 

bpe for, and I here openly profefs my Determination aJ way a 

I join in fuch an Oppofition* 

^ Thofe Gentlemen who ate for our agreeing to this Re* 
iiition, in my Opinion, make but a very indif&rent Com- 
liment to his Majeftyj who lias recommended TJn;inimity 
Difpatch to us fo ilrongly from the Thone ; yet Sir, in 
) very Beginning of our SelTion, we have here a Bane of 
^mention thrown am ongfl us. We are, it feems not only 

re to the keeping up the fame Number of Forces 
we had bft Year, but we are to add to the Charges 
at attend them, the Expence of raifing a new Regiment 
be fent to our Plantations* Sir » I cannot conceive how 
Entlemcn fhould fuppofe that if fuch an onreafonable Refo- 
tion is brought in, we can a£l in the Manner his Majefty 
gfo wifely recommended. I fay. Sir, fo wifely recom-" 
ended; becaufe, on the Unanimity of this Parliament de- 
ads the Judgment which Foreigners will form of our 
rengthand RefDlution in this important Crifis of our Trade, 
fthey fhall £nd Unanimity in our Relentment at home, they 
]1 cxpe£l the fame Unanimity in our Refentment abroad ^ if 
ball be found that any of our Neighbours have in Jul ted our 
»g» Of plundered our Merchants ; it will let them fee thai 

' Sn V^tt 4^0/ the Uihm^ ^htti tit Prmt «f Wii^u*t SHt^ment^ 



both the Nation and the Parljament are 
have with fuch Duty and Zeal for their Country 
in no Need of being over awed by a Standing Army: And' 
Foreigners will then delpair of iinding a Party who fliall 
abet them here. 
Sir Robert WaJpok then iQ(e ag^in, and fpoke as foUnws. 
Sir^ 
^HobeftWaipok* * Whatever gnjundlefs Infinimtbns fomc Gentkmeu jitajr 
throw out abduc any Attempts that have been or are to be 
made upon the Liberty of Speech ; one G^ndeman, ttmt 
the Opening of this Debate, has told us. That he could nsuip 
thai Things ^gre {(ifun inn Cmfajmn j hecmije mt &f Cm^fim' 
may urift Order. A Wilh fo fhocking to the Ears of a dati» 
fiU Subjcd, and fa contrary to the Dignity of this Allembht 
that I hope never to hear the like repeated within thcfa 
Walla, It was frying. In other Terms, that he wilhed to fee: 
the Succeffion of the preJ'erU Royal Family fet afide, and the 
Nation involved in the di final Confcquencea of civil War,, 
rather than that we fhouid agree to a hleafure which thft 
Wifdom of all Pari i amenta, fince the kte Revolutior^, hai 
riiought necellary for the Prefervation of our Liberty, t 
c^mnoi, indeed^ underlland how Gentlemen, during thei 
Courfe of this Debate, can rcafon as if this Refolutioti was 
fuch as had never been agreed tu by any Parliament, <ind thit 
it was a dire£l Infringement of our Conftitution' This is 
calling in Quelllon the Honour and the Integrity not only 
all the Parliaments, but of every Gentleman who has votJ 
for this Meafure in thefe Parliaments, for 40 Tears 
And I am furc my good Friend who fpoke laft, ha§ 
good Reafon^, known to himfclf and me, for fupportingthei 
Authority. 

* My honoujcible Eriend was pleafed to inveigh vcrj fe 
verely againft the Luxury and Vice that reigns but too gei 
rally amongft us» I know not from what thii Luxury 
Vice proceed ; but proceed from what it will, I am fare ii 
proceed from any Example fet by the Royal Family i ftr 
am perfuaded that every Gentleman who hears mc, n fc»" 
iihlc that no Nation was ever bleit with a Royal Family, thai 
has given fuch eminent Inftances of Frugality and Ton 
ranee, as the Family that is now npon our Throne. If 
People, Sir, grown wanton withLibcriy and Riches ihall di _ 
jicrate into Luxury, is a Prince or his Minifters to he blon? 
for that? Or if the People is tainted with Difcontent ad 
Diilatisfa^on, are we to endeavour to cure it by giving Q{ 
the only Means of re ft raining them ? Yet this. Sir, js 
the very Thing for which fome Gentlemen have argued 
ilrenoufly fince theOpening of this Debate. It has been alio' 
ed on all liandi, that had it not bee» for our Standing Foroci 
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ik Naticn miift have eVr this Time ron joro Confu- 
from thm Spirir of Diflitisfadion, that has broke Joofe 
[ among ihc People, But, fay fomc Gcntlcmeir, that Spirit 
I ii ocofioned from the Oppneflion of the Govcmmcat. Bat 
ther have not been plea fed to give us any f nilajsce of fuch 
OpprrSion i they have given us no Inliance of an Icvaiion 
upon the Liberty and Property of any Subjefl : They have 
HOC given us one IniUnce of any Incroachment of the Mili- 
ary upon the Civil Power^ or of one Attack that has been 
mzde by the Admi nitration to f^jbvert the Freedotn of Par- 
ittment. There is nothing more common. Sir, than to 
faife a Clamom' upon the Topic ks of Bribery, Cdrnaption, 
and Venality J and nothing more eafy than to make the 
People believe that when an Adminillration continues long 
ill the fame Hands, it ca^n only be by thefe Means. But 
tkh b a Misfortune that has attended the beft Adminiilrationj 
in all Ages and in all Countries, The very Succefs that a 
l^tikr meeft with, is impmved by his Enemies to his Pre- 
judice^ If a Majority in this Houfe concur with his Mca- 
(ercs» It mull be the Efix^ft of Corruption. If he kis the 
. Favour of the Prince, he owes it to Flattery and mifreprefcnt* 
I iBg the State of the Nation, Does the Kingdom under his 
lAomlntflfation enjoy a profound Peace, an extended Com- 
; f This is attributed to the Minifter^s Sacrificing fome- 
; ftiil more valuable than thefe Advantages, in order to 
ine diem. So that^ Sir^ the very Well- being of a State 
cs a Hmdle to Clamour rsgainJt the Mini iter i whereas^ In 
llty, his Succefs in the Parliament may be owing to die 
lioe of his Meafures j the Favour he is in with his Prince, 
i his Integrity ; and the Increnfe of the National Wealth and 
~ r, to his Vigilance and the Firmnefi; of his Refolutions* 
" ilia 11 make no particular Application oF what I have 
! I only one Thing I will be bold to :iffirm, that ha4 

irs that have been raifed in Great Briuin thefe 

f ^ Years pail again ft the Adminiftration been wfU founded, 

wemtiit before this Ttme have been the moft milcrablc^ the 

Aoft beggarly, and the moft abjed People under the Sun. 

Bui, Sir, is there no other Vehicle by which Luxury may 

be introduced, bcfides that of Miniilerial Corruption ? Give 

me leave co fay. Sir, there is ; and that the Riches which a 

Nation may acquire by Trade, under a ^ood Adminiftration^ 

pis the principal and indeed the natural Source from whence 

ttite X-oxury which the honourable Gentleman inveighs a- 

|eusifl« proceeds. Thefe Riches, Sir, induce the Trading 

[Rn of the Nation, to abandon the frugal Maxims of their 

I Anoellors : The Landed Intereli, Sir, emulates the Trading, 

[ aod their Wealth encreafiag in Proportion as Trade fiourifties, 

tiqr improve likewifc in all the Lwxuries of Life. Thefe 

H z Luxuries, 






Luxarlesj Sir, after fome Time, ereabe WaBfe ; Wants 
duce Neceffitjes ; Neceflities,' Diff^tisfeftion ; aod when 
they are reducM in their Circumilances by their own Exaa- 
vagaiides, they exclaim againft I he Heiviocfs of Taxes^ the 
Decay of Tradcj and the Corruption of Mitijltere, A Mimiler 
is anfwcrabk. Sir, in fame meafure, for the Wealth of a Na- 
tion ; but he is not anfwerabk for the Abufe of that Wealdi. 
And when Gentleroen exclaim againft the luxurious living 
of a Nation, they are miflak en if they think ihat therebj^ tbey 
hart the Eeputiition of a Mtriiiter in the Eyes of confideratc 
Men, NOj Sir, they beftow a tacit Encomium upon tlic 
Minifter; for under a bad Ad mini filiation, cfpedally if itii 
3t Jong one, k is impofiible for the Nation to (upply thc& 
Luxuries, without the Nation^s feeling in a very frw Yean 
the whole EiUunce of Trade with their Neighbours turning 
again ft it : And I dare fay, that no Gentleman in 
Houfe can affirm that this is our Cafe at prefcnt 
much, Sir, J hare thought fit to fay, notinAnfwer, but 
way of Supplement to what the hon. Gentleman obferved 
with Regard to the general Depravity of Morab fo viiible 
throughout the ICingdom, 

• But were I to be asked. Sir, what Remedy is then to 
be applied to this general^ Depravity, my Anfwer would bf| 
the Anfwer of every Gentleman who judges coolly and im- 
partially ; that nothing is more likely to gain this End, than 
a due SubmiJtion to that Government, which enafb do 
Laws but by year own Confent, and raifes no Taxe bat 
what your own Safety requires* This, could we eifcfl it, 
Sir, (to ufe the fame Expreflion with the hon. Gentleman) 
nvmii he mendiif^ the Hearts &f the Piopitf and without this, 
all ih^ Methods that either the King or the Paliament on 
fall upon for that Purpofe mull be unfuccefsfuL I wr(}i, Sif, 
that all the Gentlemen in this Houfe could fay, with a 
dear Confcicnce, that they had no other View than this, la 
all their Purfuits of Popularity and Pretenfions to Patriotifnir 
And I wifh. Sir, that the Anions of Gentlemen would 
prove to the World, that their fole Aim is not the Deft 
tionof the Minifter, but the Good of their Country, 

* As to what the honourable Gentleman talk'd about 
juft Grounds of Difcontent among the People ; I am forrry 
to hear any Gentleman In this Houfe infinuate, that the 
and Laws pait by this Houfe, can give the People any ji 
Ground of Difcontent. It proceeds from another Qoari 
Sir; for there is nothing more certain than that, if oar 
People are once rendered difcontented with the Government, 
they foon become difaffefled with the Eftabliihmcnt : Ati4 
Sir, tho' I admit that a Man of Senfe may be attached to 
prefent Eftablifhment, and yet diflktisiied wkh fome Steps 
theAdminiftrntion^ yet it is otherwlfe with the Common Pi 
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With tbem Difcontent^ Difloyalty, and Rebellion 
follow fo clofe on one another, that diey are one and the 
Jaroe Tlung, Had certain Gentlemen, Sir, who have ktely 
joined in fome Meafure^ againft the Government^ fufficicotly 
reflected on this Truth, 1 am perfuaded fuch is their Attach- 
ment to his Majefty's Perfon an<i Family, that they would 
Jot have aflilled fo nmch as they have done in promoting 
Hbe Diflati&taflion that prevails among the Common People* 
VDr, Sir, ihe Faction which *3 in the Interefl of the Perfon 
who difputes hJB Majefty's Title to the Crown, always pre- 
fumes, that whoever is againft the Adminiilration, isagainft 
the Ellablilhmem likewifei and nothing has more contri- 
kited to keep up the Spirit of chat Party, than their induilri- 
llfly propagating that Dotlrine* This, Sir, is the true Reafon 
^at they look upon the Lenity of that Government as the 
'"e£lof its Weaknefs, and that they attribute the Indu!* 
ncc they meet with to our Fears. This, Sir, h the true Rca* 
, why they endeavour to improve to their Advantage every 
Iccident that happengin the Nation, tho' perhaps it b very di- 
Hant from' their Purpofe, and fell out contrary to their Hopes, 
■This, Sir, was the Reafon why, on the late melancholy E* 
Bent that * afflicted the Nation, their Hopes revived, 
their Cahals were fet on Foot, and every Tool of their Party 
was employed in their Confultations how to bring about 
Hkeir favourite Point, There are many in our Galleries now^ 
W^^t who know what! haye faid to be true, and if they had 
the Privilege of fpeaking here, could, if they pleafcd^ 
^onvince ns how improper the propofed Redu^ion is, while 
■ich a Spirit fubfilb in the Kingdom. 
■ * Sir, I have known a Time when Gentlemen a^ed on 
H^ne Whig Principles ; and at that Time, Sir, they feemed 
K be of Opinion, that the bell. If not the only Way to fe- 
cure us from Popery^ and arbitrary Power, was by fecuring 
the prefent Eilabliiliment of the Crown in his Majefiy*s 
Perfon and Family, They were then of Opinion, Sir, this 
Mf^s heft done by our keeping up a regular Body of Forces, 
B^ I fbould be glad to know if the iame Reafons do not 
^ibfiil now as did then,or if they who are theEnemles of our 
pTefent Eilablilhment have been weakened by the Oppofition 
of thefc Gentlemen to the Admin ill ration.* 
William Pulteney, Efq; replied to this Effect : 
H Sir, 

^ • 1 think a Man is an honeft Man, who votes according wm.ruJwoefiJi/'jiJ 
%o what his Confcience tells him the prefent Situation of 
Things requires ; and an honefl Man, Sir, if he fees the 
Circt^mftances which induced him to vote in Favour of a Re- 
foluiion laft Year altered, or if he finds that he himfelf 
iias be^n miflaken in the Appreheniion of thefe Circum- 
• AU^dimg It tht §^tn^s Dt0th 
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Annn it gieo. I J. flances : I fay. Sir, an hottell Man will, in cither of 

Cafej vow ^his SeiEoa dire£lly contrary to wliat he v&ti 
before. If ever I vot^ £bf a. Staiwiing Army^ Sir^ m Ti» 
of Peace, it was when uvy Confcfcnce Cold me efiat the Pir 
fervation of oar Liberties required it. But, Sir, though it 
that Time, perh.ip?, I was convinced tliat our keeping mt 
Standing Army for one Year was neceflary ; it does nocf ' 
low iliat ladl inconfiftently, if I don't vote for a Perpeti 
of that Army. Therefore, though a Gentleman has ra 
for every QiJeftion, for every Job of the Miniftry ; tho 
hh whole Life has beca but one continued Vote on their Sicfe: 
ycc he ought neither to be aihamed nor afraid to oppofe thejn, 
as foon as his own Judgment or the Sicaation of Thiugi is 
altered. This is ading upon no other Principka, Sir, Iii_ 
thofc of an honeft Man, and a Lover of his Couctry ; 
a^ the Diilinttion between Whigs and Tories is now in 
fctt abolilhed, I hope loon to fee our People know no other '^ 
Denominations of Party amongfl us befides thofe ofi 
and Country. The honourable Gentleman talks of the 1 
ftabliOiment of the Government, and of the Admjniiliati 
Imt, Sir, J know of no Eitablifhment, I know of no ( 
vernmentj I know of no Adminifiration that ought to 
kept upj but for the Prefcrvation of the Liberties of i 
People : por tt is not Twopence Matter to mcj whether 1 
Prince's Name under whom I am to be enilaved, h TJion 
James, or Richard i I am fure 1 ihaJI never be enflaved \ 
der a George. 

* And here give me leave to fay» Sir, that the Eilahlld 
ment of the Crown in his Majelly^s Perfon and Family i 
only be fecured by our fecuring tlie Rights of the Pe 
This, Sir, is the Charter by which his Majefly holds 
Oown ; and whoever feparates th(f Intereils of the Pe 
fiom thofe of the EftabliftimenE, mtdl be either ignoraDt] 
our Conititotion, or a Tnitor equally to his Prince aod 1 
Country. For this Reafon, Sir, to me it is evident, th3t'|_ 
the Pietcnder had an Agent in his Majelly^s Councils, or m 
this Houfe, chat Agent would employ «ll the Force oC 
Tong^and Lungs, he would even out vote a Miniilcr, ; 
out-fpeech a Place- Man in his Zeal for this Refolution ; i 
could a more cffedual Way, Sir, to promote that Perfon** 
Intcreil be thought of, than our agreeing to bridle the Kin 
dom with tSjOOoMen; Becaufe it is, in ciFei\, telling j 
the Powers in Europe, that fo weak is the Adminiflratiofl j 
Britain, and fo mudi are they hated by the People, 
they dare not venture to make one Step in the Governn 
without their Bully -back an Army- While your Army< 
tinueSt Sir* Difconient mufl tncreafe, and the more J>ifa 
tent increafcs, the fairer is the Pretender's Qiance for fii^ 
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iing I whereaf, if the People were recondlcd to die Go- 
rnment, he could not have the tnoil dlflant Frofpe^ of 
Bccefs : For t dare fay, very few in Britain at prefent wifH 
him well on his own Account ; and the few deluded Perfons 
bo do incline to his Party, do it only becaufe they are fo 
: as to imaginej that the one Evil would be lefs than the 
Wherefore, Sir, asl wifli the Crown of Britain may 
ntlnuc for-ever in his Majefly's Perfon and Family ^ as I 
never to fee the Pretenfions of any other Perlbn fuc- 
cd, and as I think the Reputation of the Kingdom is in- 
efted in the Fate of this Queftion, I muH agree to the 
propofcd RedmSion»' 

'Th^ next who fpoke, was Sir William Windham • 

■ * I think it ftrange^ thatthie mighty Secret of our Fean 3trWffl,Windi«iM. 
Bbut the Pretender, has never been difcovered during the 
wMlc Courfe of this Debate, till the honourable Gentleman 
gho fpoke laft bur one difclofcd it. I am glad, however^ 
it it is at length difcovercd ; for now Gentlemen may have 
ircry clear State of the Cafe ; which i?. Whether we onght 
! put the Nation to the Expence of maintaining t §,ooo 
"en, for no other Reafon but beaaafe a certain Gemleman 
fraid of the Pretender ? This i^, I think, a clear and a 
; State of the Cafe, As for the honourable Gent!eman*s 
they put me in Mind of a mad Fellow, called Butler, 
^o nfcd to go about, and at Times would appear ifery much 
■ rhtened at a certain Phantom of his own Br^in, whom he 
Prince Kantemir This Phantom haunted him about 
ace to Place, and fiothing could drive it out of hi» 
Really, Sir, I don't knoiv what Friends the Pre- 
*roay make in the Kingdom, if we {hall continue our* 
tmy i but if we reduce that, L dare fay his Intereft would 
kiJi no wherffl but among a few Madmen.* 
Mr, Pelham. 
- Sir, 

ta* Xhc Gentlemen who have fpoke for the propofed Rc- 
^ft^fOn, have all along taken it for granted, that if our 
^tnding Army were jcmovcd, the Caufcs of Difcontent, 
lltich is allowed on all Hands to be very gj e^it amongft our 
common People, would be removed likewife. But, Sir, 
their Opinion amnot be fupported cither by Keafori or Ex- 
■^icnce. Reafon tells m that a People who arc difcontented, 
^ftn prove rebellions aa foon as the Government becomes aoo 
H^k to reilrain their Outrages : And we Jir>dj Sir, by Ex^ 
^fcrience^ iliat no Redttilion ever was attended by any Re* 
^tirn of Gratitude on the Pari of the common People* So 
It, as Gentlemen have been Hating this Qh^^^^^ in their 
Pann^r, I ihall beg leave to itaie it in mine. And it is. Sir, 
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A:-* ii^Cce u. Whether it be moSt probable that his Majefty will abufe his 
i^^^i^s/'^^^j Power, if we iLall keep up the Army ; or that his Enemies 
will lay aiide their Deiigas, and the People return to a due 
SobmifBon to the Ciril Alagi^ate, incaie we reduce it ? In- 
deed I do do: kcow what are the Sentiments of other Gen- • 
tlemen ; bu: I own. Sir, it is no hard Matter with me to de- 
termine my I'elf in this Cafe ; sicd, for this Reafbn, to give' 
- my \'ote in favour of this Refoludon/ 
Wsltcr Plumer, Elfq; 
Sir, 
w.!wnBiKr,Eiiii xiic ReafoniHg of the IlonouiaUe Gentleman who fpokc 
laft, is not unlike that of a Phyfidan who was called to vifit 
an Acquaintance of mine. Two or three other Members' " 
of the Faculty i%Tre called at the lame Time, and all of 
them, cxct^ this Phyfidan, agreed in their Confultatioos, 
that die Nature of the Patient^s Difeafe required Lemtives: 
•The Reafon which this fingular Dodor gave, for difiering 
fe>m his Brethren, was, ** That Corrofives were only to be 
** cured by Corroiives.'* Sir, we have bi^ had Corrofives 
applied, to corred the iharp Humours of a People whoie 
Conilitution has been vitiated by a Courie of ievere Emu:* 
dons and Taxes, without any apparent Advantage to the 
Kingdom. And it was reafonable to cxped. Sir, £at by this 
Time fome Lenidves ihould have been applied. But this. Sir, . 
it feems, is not agreeable to die Maxims of the honour- 
able Gendeman, who laft Seffion entertained us with 
the ever-memorable Speech, which he conduded by telling 
Its from a Roman Poet, Immedicabile vuImms tnje reciiendma, 
1 am afraid, that this. Sir, may indeed be the only Remedy 
that can be applied, if we (hould proceed in exafperadng the ' 
People, by not only continuing but increafing the prindpal 
Grievance they have.' 

Sir Jofeph Jekyl fpoke next, to the following Porpofe : 
Sir, 
fir Jofeph jekyu * ^ acknowledge that formerly I ufed to give my Vote for 

keeping up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, becanfe I \. 
thought we could never ufe too many Precaudons againft the 
growing Power imd the afpiring Genius of France. 

*• Buc the Providence of Heaven has raifed up another * 
Power in Europe, which feems by the Check (he has already ; 
given to the French Ambition, to be an Over-match for har ,• 
. in the Field : Gendemen will eafily perceive that I mean !; 
theEmprefs of Mufcovy, whofe Empire till within thcfe few '". 
Years had but a very fmall Share in the Ballance of Europe. \ 
For this Reafon I think there is not the leaft Pretence, Sir, ;^ 
for keeping up a Standing Army on Account of the Situation ^^ 
of Affairs Abroad ; that Pretence being efFeftually removed I" 
by the fuddcn Growdi of the Mufcovitc Power, from whom. \ 
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atkiiior In^reii^ So dut^ S«r, the Rcdbni why mm aiC ti> 
kci^ tiie propofed Number up, molt be of 2 dcmctk^ Na- 
tufi^ And indeed, if I were CDnvioocd thaU t!ie>*were of 
the leaft Ufe in enabling the OtiI Magiibate to paC che 
L^vrs in Executioti, I Ihodd give m^^ \'ote witboot Hdi- 
^tioti for the prefent Motion. But, Sir, when I fee ihc 
Feopfe of all Ranks fo averfe to a Law which was the only 
Means left by which tJie Legillature could prevent ^ lot?.! 
Degeneracy of their Morals^ and the abJoLtite Rtiin of theix 
Health 1 when I fee they value themfelre$ open murdering 
the PerfoQs by whofe Information aJone the Offenders againll 
that L^w can be convided i and when I fee that our regular 
Forces have been of no Ufc In fuppreOlng thofe Biforders ; 
I am inclined 10 fufpe^, Sir, that the Infedion has fpread 
into the Army itielf, I am the more apt to believe this. 
Sir, becaufe I had it lately from good Hands; that many of 
the Soldiers aftualjy were difguifed among the Mob who 
murdered theie poor Mea» and were very unilrumental in 
the Riots. If this Infefiion ihould proceed farther. Sir, we 
have Reafon to fear that our Army will foon be as obftinate- 
ly difobedient to the Gvil Magillrate as our People are, and 
this mult produce worfe Confe^iuenoes than any Gentlemaa 
has yet mentioned. It may be urged, that Soldiers being 
ibbjeSed to the military Laws, dare not attempt to oppofe 
the WiU of their Superiors ; but why fhould we expcd from 
them a greater Deference to their Officers than from the 
People to the Jufticesi And give me leave to fay. Sir, that a 
Muiiny of the Army is more dangerous than a Mob of the 
People, for this plain Reafon, that die Punifhment which 
attends the one is but light, when compared with what is in- 
^icletf on the other. It one or two of the Ringleaders of a 
Mob are made Examples, Sir, the Juftice of their Country 
IS fatisfied ; but tlie Martial Law in Aids the Pain of Death 
tjpon every Man who is concerned in a Mutiny. For this 
lleafon. Soldiers once engaged in a Mutiny will be more ob- 
Rinate and refractory than other People ; becaufe, though 
they ihould lay down their ArmSp their Lives are forfeited ; 
ib^E their real Safety lies in perfcvering in their Rebellion* 
Therefore, I think it is againfl the Rules of good Policy, Sir, 
for us to keep up a Body of Men, who very probably are 
tainted with that Spirit of Difobedience that has gone abroad 
among ft our People, and from whom there is nothing fo bad 

t but what we have to fear, fhould this Spirit induce them to 
throw off the Allegiance due to their Superiors, 
* Thus far, Sir^ I am of the fame Side of the (Joe (I Ion 
with my worthy Friend who iits over-againlt me* But, f 
wlBi tibe iame honourable Gcntlenian md explained fume 
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Exprefliom which He <!ropt with regard to the Law I hive 
jail now taken the Liberty Co mention. I am neither afiiamed 
jior afraid to fa)^, that I had a great Hand in gcidog tb? 
Law pai&d ; and t think, though we had even paid the 
for it, which the honourable Gentleman has meniioned, 
boaght it cheap ; for it was paying 70,000 Pounds for j: 
ing the Health and Strength of a whole People. As for tk 
Ic conveniences that may arife fitim the Execution of thii 
Law, I am fenfible there are fe vera! ; but, Sir, I believe as 
few as ever attended the Execution of a Law, fo unpopular, 
and at the fame Time fo neceflEiry. However, if the fiir- 
iher O^nfideration of that Law (liould come before us^ as I 
believe. Sir, it foon may, I Jhall very wiUingly concur with 
any Motion that can put m in a Way of making it lefs fab- 
jeA to Abufe. In the mean time f am of Opinion, Sir, that 
it will greatly contribute to the Safety of our Conflitutioai 
and the Reformation of Manners amoi^gll the commoii Pi 
pie, if we agree to the propofed Heduaion.' 

Jofeph Danvers Efqi fpoke next, as/oUows: 
Sir, 

* We have had a great deal of Debate this Night 
theConflitution and Government of this and other Nations; 
and there is no Que ft ion. Sir, but there are many diJFerent 
ones in the World, But I believe the People of Great Brt* 
tain are governed by a Power that never was heard of as * 
fupreme Authority in any Age or Country before^ Thil 
Power, Sir, does not confift in the abfolate Will of the 
Prince, in the Direflion of Parliamentj itj the Strength of 
an Armyi in the Influence of the Clergy ; neither. Sir, is it 
a Petticoat Government ; hut. Sir, it i-; the Government of 
the Prefsp The Stuff which our weekly News PaperF are 
filled with, is received with greater Revei^nce than A^ of 
Parliament ; and the Sentiments of one of thefe Scribblers 
have more Weight with the Multitude than the Opinion of 
the beil Politician in the Kingdom, This is the true Rea- 
fon. Sir, why Prudence obliges us to agree to the keeping 
up the Number of Forces that was firft propofed. For my 
own Part, it is very well known that I hate a Standing Ar- 
my as I hate the Devil: But, hateful as it is, I do not know 
how we could live without it. And if the propofed Rcdiic- 
tion were to take Place, the itrft Thing I fhould do, woiild 
be to flitit up Houfe in the Country, and come and live imf 
Juftice Deveil i for I do not fee that any Man is fafe, uitkfi 
Be lives either near him, or in a Barrack > 

' Some Gentlemen Eave been nx great Pains to ridicule ti« 
Fears of the Pretender as being chimerical ; but. Sir, I have 
Lettci^ in my Pocket, which mull convince every impartial 
Pcrfon^ that we have more to fear frgm the Jacobite Fa^^ioOf 
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than fome Gentlemen feem to believe we have. Therefore, 
Sir, 1 ihalJ beg Jeave to enter into the Particulai's of an im- 
pudent treafonabic Proceeding, that happened within thefe 
few Days within the Town of Leiceller< On the iirft Day, 
Sir, of this very Month, feveral Papers were found pofled 
up within that Town, containing the molt impudent and 
treafonable Infults upon his Majefty and the Govcrnmenr, 
that, I believe, were ever yet committed at a Time when 
there was no open Rebel i ion in the Nation, They contained 
no lefe. Sir, than an Alarm to the People, in favour of the 
Pretender, and imported a Reiblation of proclaiming him the 
tenth of June i which, Sir, by the way, is his Birth-Day. After 
an Infult of thlsNaturej Sir^ committed in Defiance of the Go- 
vernment, in a Country Town, wiJl any Man fay that we have 
nothing to fear from the Jacobit* Fa^ion? Or can we imagine 
that the Authors of thefe treafonable Libels have no Abettors 
in the Country ? They have, Sir, I am afraid, but too many^ 
and were our regukr Forces to be reduced^ I believe they would 
have more ftill ; and they would foon come from threatening 
to a£bmg. The Queltion, then. Sir, among the Populacc,would 
uot be, Who ia for the King, or wha is for the Pretender } 
They would only ask. Who is for, or who is ^igainll the Go* 
vermnent ? And every Man, Sir, who ihould a£l agiiinft 
the Government, be his Motive, Ambition, Difguft, Dif- 
appointment. Principle, Kevenge, or any other Ctiufe what- 
ever, fuch a Man, Sir, would be fare to have them for his 
Friends ; for it is Recommendation enough to them, if he 
is an Enemy to the Government, no Matter to whom he is a 
Friend, Therefore, Sir, I think the Safety of the Nation, 
at prefent^ requires that we ihould make no Reduftloa of 
our Forces/ 

Upon the Report which was made by the Chjiiiman of the 
Committee next Day to the Houfe, the Eltimate for the Re- 
g;iment to be fent to Georgia was objeded to, by fome Gen- 
tlemen who fpoke In the foregoing Debate againjH the Refo- 
iQtlon : Accordingly a Debate enfued, 

Colonel MordiiimL 
Sir, 

* I am furprifed to fiiid that fome Gentlemen do not di- 
ilinguiih between the Army now proposed to be kept up, and 
that Sort of Standing Armies which the Whlgf in former 
Reigns fpoke and wrote fo much againA. The Whlp^ *ti3 
traft have always been again ft keeping up Staiiding Armici 
in Time of Peace by the fole Authority of the King^and with* 
out Gonfent of Parliament; but no Whig ever laid that it 
W3S inconfiltent with^ or that it would be dangerous to our 
Conjlitution, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for one 
y^ar^ in cafe the Parliament IhouJd upon mature Delibera* 
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lion concl tide, thaE fuch a Thing was neceflkry, either for 
the fecurmg the Peace and Quiet of the Natlofi agaitift the 
fecret Dcfigns of foreign or dome (lick Eftemies, or for gir- 
atig Weight to any S^reign Negotiation our Goyernment 
might then have upon the Carpet. This, I fay^ Sir, no Whig 
ever oppofed ; and for this Reafon, the Words, ' unlefs it be 
with Confent of Parliament,' were inferted in the Declara- 
tion of our Rights and Liberties, which was prefcnted to the 
then Prince and Princefs of Orange at the Revolucton, and 
which may properly be called the fecond Magna Charta of 
this Nation. 

* If the Whigs of thofe Days had been of the fame Opi- 
nion which fome Gentlemen feem now to be of ; if they 
had thought that the keeping up an Annyof any Kind, or 
for any Time, was inconfiftent with our Conftitution, that 
Article in the Declaration would certainly have ftood thm : 
** That the raifing or keeping a Standing Army within the 
Kingdom, in Time of Peace, ia againft Law ;" And I mull 
kave to Gentlemen to con fide r, whether fuch a Declaratioa 
would not have been in itfelf ridiculous ? For my own Part, 
I mufi; be of Opinion, that it would have been a little in- 
con fi ft en t with common Scnfe to have declared^ that an Ar* 
my kept up by the Authority, and with the Ckinfent dt 
King, Lords, afid Commons, was an Army kept up agalnit 
Law ; for it would, in my Opinion^ be the fame with de- 
claring, that a Law agreed to by all the B ranches of out Lf- 
gi nature was againll Law. This, Sir, the Whigs of thofe 
Days were fenfibleof; and if they were now alive, they 
would be far from pretending to fay, that it was inconEflent 
%vith the Principles of a true Whig, to give his Vote for 
keeping up, for one Year, by Authority of Parliament, fuch 
a Number of regular Troops, as he thought abfolutely »c- 
cejlary for thepublick Good of the Kingdom- 

* I have always gloried. Sir, in being thought a W^hig ; 
I hope I ihall never, by my Behaviour, either in this Houfc, 
or without Doors, give the leaft Occafion to the World to 
think other wife of me ; and for this very Reafon I am for 
keeping up an Army, becaufe I think the keeping up of aa 
Army abfolutely neceflkry for fupporting the Whig Intereil, 
and preferving the Peace and Quiet of the People* In eveiy 
Difpute tliat has happened of late Years about our Army, I 
have looked upon the Queflion to be chiefly, whether Whig 
or Tory fhould prevail } And aj 1 have always thought, 2% I 
believe, every unprejudiced Whig in the Kingdom thinks^that 
if the Army {hould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the 
Tory Intereft would prevail; therefore I have generally 
been again il fuch Red u£t ions, and always fhall be extremely 
CiQtJOus of agreeing to any fuch Proportion. Nay* 1 am 
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Eily attacbed to tltc Whig Intereft* that if I flioutd 
: four Times the Number of Troops abfolutely necelhry 
'fupphordng that Intereilj I would be for keeping up a 
Standjng Army foar Times as numerous as that wc have now 
en Foot, 

That ibereare Difcootents among the People, Sir, and 
liat thofe Difconlents arc too general, J (hall readily agree ; 
|l)yt whether they are owing to Difaffedion^ I iball not pre- 
1 to determine : I am (ure they arc not owing to Reafon ; 
bf there is no Country in the World where the Liberties and 
Properties of the Subjed are more facrcdly preferved, nor 
are there any Stibje<!is who pay lefs fortlie Eafe and Security 
/ enjoy » than the Subjedls of tKb Kangdom ; but there 
ire fomc Men who fecm to thmk they oaeht to pay nothing, 
or be at any Trouble, for preferring to themfelves the Blcf- 
fings of Peace and Security, To pleafe fuch Men, or to pre- 
sent their being diilktisiiedj h impofiiHe; for Government 
Eull always be expeniive : Some jilen muft be employed for 
anaging and tranfafting tlie Affairs of the Society^ and 
ne muil now and then expofe themfelves to Danger for 
he Defence of the Society ; and it Is both reafonable and ne- 
tf[^ry^ that thofc who fpend their whole Tune, or a great 
irtof their Time, in Government Ailairs, as well as thefe 
I ho venture their Lives for the Prefervation of others, Jhould 
r rewarded by thofe, who by their Meajis are enabled to 
^ute their own private Affairs with Safety, and without 
acemiptlon. There are other Men, and thofe not a few, 
frho are To fond of Novelty and Change, that they are con- 
noally wiihing for publick Convulfions and Revolutions t 
Such Men are of fo odd a Temper, that they become difla- 
tis£ed with the Security they enjoy, and a long uninterrupted 
"oytrfc of publick Happlnefs renders them compleatly mifc- 
iblei and there are others, who never can be pleafed, ua* 
sfs they have the intire Dire^ion of all publick Affairs; 
ciefore when they are not employed, and chiefly employ- 
they anc continually fpreading virulent Libels, and fed!* 
Pamphlets againfl thofe that are, by which Meam 
ny unwary Perfons are caught, and are made to believe, 
jiat the Nation is ruined ''and undone, though every Man in 
! Nation, who is tolerably frugal and induftriotis, finds 
bimfclf in an eafy and thriving Condition, Thefe are three 
^fthc Can fes of thofe Difcontents that prevail at prefent a-» 
I mCESg the People ; and if to thefe we add downright Difaf- 
Mtion, which I am afraid is much more general than fome 
^ atlemen imagme, I believe we may account for all our 
[^tibontents^ without loading our Government with being 
auic of any of them, except thofe of the fecond Sort I 
^mentioned I for to the wife and ikady Condud of our 

Ggvcrn- 
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AC30 II Ge3. iL Govemmait; «c imft attribute die ^^ 

'•'"*' publidc Haj^noefi we have eigov . /&r one Year only,do« 
Diflatisfiiaioii of all diolc, w' akcnovtry extraordinarj 
Chancy^, . d ^is Nation, and mull \^ 

* Bat,' Sir, let the O /^y an^ frugally expended, be 
vill, they aiefcgnip . i^^red againll the vail Expenar 
I am ooaviDoed • ^on wuld be put to, by an InfuT 
increat Daiwcr ,*M ^'E>^ probably be the Confe- 
MTjcily codJ' ^;/?«iuaionof our Army 

I doubt if '^0 f^^^^ ^'^^ °° Dilcontents or DifafFec- 

Davs in *' .•'^/^P^^> fuppofe we were in no poffihk 

-^efr .'y '*^/n/urre6lion or Invafion ; yet coniiderii^ 
m^kv J^'Jff of our foreign AEiirs, confidering the 

for^ ";^rc of the Peace now fubfilHng between Spain 

♦ ik'^/ic jnany Grounds of Quarrel we have with thai 
* J^J^ali think it would be very imprudent in usj 

Ji^t, fo make any Redudlion of our regular Troops 5 
yjj^^ard a Nation meets with in all foreign Negotia- 
**' '^ry much depends upon the Opinion Foreigners have of 
'^'^powcT ; and that Opinion now depends chiefly upon the 
jj^ber of regular Troops fhe has in her Pay. None of 
jur Neighbours put any Trufl in their own Militia, anJ 
therefore it cannot be fupofcd they have any Regard for ours, 
cr that they would fhew us any Refpeft on Account of oar 
li^ilitia were it in a much better Condition than it is in at 
^ prefent, or were it in as good a G}ndition as any Militia can 

be put in .For this Reaibn,to the End that this Nation may have 
its due Weight in all foreign Negotiations, we ought always to 
keep up a good Body of reguhir Troops; and particularly at pre- 
fent, if we have a Mind to obtain any Redreis from Spain, we 
ought not to reduce any Part of our Army ; for that Redreis 
muft be obtained either by Negotiation or by Force of Arms : 
If we propofe to obtain it by Negotiation, a Reduction of 
our Army would diminilh the Weight of any Negotiation 
we can carry on for that Purpofe ; and if we propofe, or 
ihould be obliged, to make Ufe of Force for obtaining it^ 
we mud rather add to than diminifh our Army. From all 
which I mull conclude, that at prefent it would be highly- 
imprudent in us to make any Reduftion, efpecially fuch » 
coniiderable Redu6lion as is nowpropofed. 
The Right Hon. Lord *Polwarth fpoke to this EfFed, w«. 
Sir, 
iiOfdPoiwMift. ' I ^^ fo^'^y to find the Opinions of our Whig Anceftorv 

about Standing Armies, fo much miilaken as they feem t9 
be by fome Gentlemen who have fpoke in this Debate ; for 
with Refpeft to the EiFefts or Confequences of a Scandiogr 
Army, it will appear- that our Ancellors thought there wa» 

^Shice Earl of Marchmonty a Sc9tijb Peer^ 
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HO Difference, between a Standing Army kept up wkliout ^"**,"«f"^ "' 
the Aathority of a Parliament, and a Standing Army, or a 
Land Force, as theCoartlers afFe^ed to call it> kept tip 
from Year toYear by the Authority of Parliament J ihaU grant, 
that before the Revolution all our DiCpucea about Standing 
Armies, related to fuchas were kept up by the fole Autho- 
rity of ihc Kingj aikd without Confentof Parliament: For 
before that Time no Whig fuppofed that a free Parliament 
would ever give their Confentto the keeping up of a Standing 
Army witjiin the Kingdom inTime of Peace.Tliis was the true 
Reafon for their agreeing to the inferting thofeWordfi, ** unlefs 
It be with Cotifent of Parliament," in the Declaration of our 
Rights and Liberties ♦ By ihcfe Words they thought they 
could not in the leaft derogate from our Security, againll 
the keeping up a Handing Army in Time of Peace; bccaufe 
they could not fuppofe that a free Parliament would ever 
con fen t to any fuch Thing : But if they had forfeen or ima- 
gined, that fome fature Parliament might be prevailed on tt> 
give their Confent to the keeping up of a ilanding Army 'm 
Time of Peace, that Article in the Declaration of our 
Rights and LibertieSj would certainly have been drawn up 
in fuck Terms us not to admit of any fuch Exception. 
They would not have hldf that the raifing or keeping up 
a Standing Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, 
13 againll Lnw ; becaufe the Expreilion would have been 
ImpropeT, and fuch as could not have been made Ufe of by 
any Man who underflood our Language ; but they might, 
and would have faid» that the raifing or keeping up a Stand- 
ing Army within the Kingdom, in Time of Peace, is in* 
con ft lie nt with our Con ft i tut ion ; for tho^ a Law agreed to 
by King, Lords J and Commons, cannot be faid to be a* 
gainlt Law, yet it may be, and imy properly be faid to be, 
incon^ilent with our Conftitution* If in fome future am* 
bitious Reign, and during the Courfe of a corrupt and de- 
pendent Parliament, our King, Lords, and Commons, 
fiiould agree to a Law for vefting an abiblute Power in the 
King, fuch a Law could not be laid to be againll a Law ; 
but furely fuch a Law might properly be faid to be incoE- 
fillent with our Conilitution. 

' I thall not fay. Sir, that the pafllng of a Law for pro- 
viding our King with fuch a Standing Army, as m^y be 
fulEcient for enabling him to aiTume an arbitrary Power 
whenever he pleafes, is a Law of this Nature ; becaufe I 
am not of Opinion with Mr, Hobbes, that Power gives 
Right ; but I muft be of Opinion, that he who givea anb* 
ther Man Power to take bis Ri^t from him, may in fome 
meafure be faid to give up hisBJght ; for Right is feldom 
of any Signification againA a Power that camiQi be refilled i 









find a ftanding Army kept up from Year to Year, by Atit!n> 
rity of Parliament, is ceruunly as irrefiHiblc, and confc* 
qaently as inconiiilcot A/hh the Fjefervation of our Rights 
and libenicsj aa a itanding Army kepr up from Year ta 
Year withoat any luch Authority. The Diftinftion be- 
tween thefe two Sorts of iUridlog ArmJcs, is a Diliin&on 
which could not he madi^, nor ever was made, in thii King- 
dom, til! the Year 1697: Then, iudeed, the Courtien, 
who were for obtaining the Conierit of Parliament to the 
keeping up of a ftanding Army i^ Time of Peace, foimd 
out this Diitindion ; for X muil ubfervej that in all Reigns, 
Courtiers feem to have been pretty quick at Ending a JJif- 
tindion without a Difference ; but when I refle£l upon the 
Tranfa^lions 0/ that Year^ I am extremely furprized to 
hear any Gentleman affirm^ that no Whig ever faid, that It 
was inconfiftent with, or that it would be dangeraus to, onr 
ConHitation, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for one 
Ycaj, in Cafe the Parliament fl^ould give their Confeit, 
Was not this the very Quellion then jn Difputc ? And did 
not all the true Whigs range thejnfelves npon the affirma- 
tive Side of the Queftion ? Did not they all, both in their 
Speeches and Writings, affirm , that the keeping up of t 
{landing Army from Year to Year, whether with or with- 
out the Confent of Parliament, would be ©f the moJt dan- 
gerous Confequence to our Conflitution ? They did not then 
uy that the Parliament ought not to confent to tlie keeping 
up a ilanding Army in Time of Peace, becaufe we were 
then under no Necelfity for fo doing ; but they fa id we never 
could be under any fuch Ncceffity ; i^caufe the Danger we 
fubjefled ourfelves to^ by keeping up a ilanding Anny bl 
Time of Peace, w:is greater^ and more to be dreaded | than 
any other Danger we could ever be expfed to, 

' This, Sir, will appear from the whole Tenor aid 
Spirit of the Pamphlets that were wrote by the Jlaunch Wiii|i 
upon that Occafion i particularly from the two Arguments 
againft a itanding Army, pub! i (bed in the Year 1697^ and 
faid to have been wrote by a Gentleman, whom all the 
World muit allow to have been a true Whig, and an hondl 
Man ; I mean the late Mr. Trench a rd, who in one of thefe 
Pamphlets expreily faya, thai fm authorized Handing Ana/ 
(meanmg an Army kept up by Authority of Parliament) 
is worfe than a foreign Inv:ifion, and Conquefl from abroad, 
Thisj Sir^ he not only gives as his own Opinion, but he 
gives very fubilantial Reafons for fupporting his Opinion* 
That honeil Gentleman was In the fame C^Cb with many 
Gentlemen now in tliis HoUfe : He could not diftinguifli, at 
leail he could find but very 11 tele Difference .between a Hand- 
ing Army kept up by Authority of Parliament, and a 

ilanding 



^fefidlng Army kept up without any C\ich Authority i for he 
fays» tbe Army kept up by the kte K. James were Aids and 
Itidmmcnta of arbitrary Government, without any legal 
Authority, and therefore might have been refifted and remo- 
ved as a Nufance, as foon as the Nation found itfelf able ; 
and an Army kept up by Authority of Parliament, he 
likewlfe calls Aids and Inftrumenta of arbitrary Govern- 
ment ; but, fays he, they are legal InlirumentSj and there- 
fore may enHave us by Authority i imv can they be refifted^ 
bccaufe they can plead our own Act and Deed againft m. 
So that in this Gentkman'*s Opinion, a landing Army kept 
up by Aothority of Parliament, is worfe than a ilanding 
Army kept up without any fuch Authority j and therefore^ 
if he were ilill alive, we may fuppofe he would infill upoii 
its being inconfiftentwith the Principles of a true Whig, to 
give his Vote in Parliament for keeping up a Handing Army, 
but for one Year ; for he ihen foretold what we have fince 
in Part found by Experience to be tmej that by the Parlia- 
ment's giving its Confent for keeping np a Handing Army in 
Time of Peace, but for one Year, the Courtiers always 
jsacan a Confent for keeping it up in Secula Seculorum. 

* Having thus. Sir, fhewn the true Sentiments of the old 
Whigs, and by that Means juftilied their Memory againft 
what I take to be aftAfperfion thrown* upon their Under- 
ftauding, I muft now endeavour to vindicate the prefent 
Whig Intereft, by Ihewing the Impropriety of that Compli- 
jncnt, which the honourable Gentleman has been plea fed to 
pafs upon the Tories* He has told us, that a Handing Army 
J3 necefiary for preferving the Whig Intereilj and that if our 
Amiy ibould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the Tory 
Jnterell would certainly prevaiL God forbid, Sir, itftiouM 
be fo ! for if it were, I am furc I Hiou Id very foon be- 
come a Tory; but I differ fo much from the honourable 
Gentleman, that I am convinced the Wliig Intereft never 
will be fupported by an Army, nor can the Tory Interelt be 
fapported by any other Means/Fhis is my Opinion j but as he 
and I probably differ extremely in what we call the Whig and 
theTorylntercft,! muft cjtplain what I mean by them ^and what 
Sort of Gentlemen ought, in my Opinion, to be called Wliigs 
or Tories. TheWhig Intereft I take to be that Party of Men in 
theKingdom>who have a due Refpect to the antient Powers and 
Perogatives of the Crown^ but think that they ought always 
to be made fubfeivient to the pnbJick Good, and that they 
arc bounded by the Rights and Liberties of the People: 
Xhe Tory Intereft, again, I take to be that Party of Men 
in the Kingdom, who have fuch a Veneration for the Powers 
and Perogatives of the Crown, as to think, that thepublick 
Good may fometimas be made fubfervient to them, and that 
they can be bounded by nothing but the Pleafute of the 
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no IT to. ff. King and Kis Mmlftera, In ftiort, the fofmer IstheFji 



that fets up for the Liberty of the Subjed:, without 
croachijTg upon any Power or Perogativc the Crown canji 
claim J tbe latter is that which fets up for giving fuch 
Loofc to tiic Powers and Perogatives of the CrtJwiij as 
leave no Liberty to the Subject, 

' Now, Sir, I do not call a Man a Whig or Tory 
his Behaviour twenty,^ a do^en, or half a dozen Years tt 
I give eveiy Man the Denomination of Whig or Tory 
cording to his prelent Behaviour. If a Man fct out in 
JirllPart ofliis Life with the Chara&rofaTory, and afti 
as fuch for feveral Years, yet if he now appears In 
Caufe of Liberty, and oppafes every Scheme that he thi] 
niay tend towards the Ellablifhment of arbitrary Power, 
muft call fuch a Man a Whig, and while he behaves in tl 
fame Manner, 1 iball always fuppofe him to be in theWhij 
In te re ft. On the other hand, fuppofe a Man to have 
twenty Years fvnce, or but one Year fince, one of the mi 
zealous AJTertors of Liberty in the Kingdom, yet if I fii 
that h? is now a fang nine Supporter of Prerogative, and re^' 
dy to contrive or agree to any Scheme that may tend to i; 
creafe the Power of the Crown, I muft call fuch a Man 
Tory, and I muft call that Intereft which he is ingaged 
the Tory Interell* But I am apt to fufpe^ that my honoi 
able Friend calls this the Whig Intcreft, and if fo^ 1 fh: 
readily agree with him, that what he calls the Whig IntereJ 
being that which I call the Tory Intereil^cannot be fupport* 
without a Standing Army* This may be a prcvsiling A 
ment with him for being againll any Reduftion, but it is 
Argument that h:is a quite different Influence with me ; for^ 
think no Intereft, nor any Partyof Men, ought to be fuppoit- 
cd, if a Standing Army becomes nccelTary for their Support 

* I come now. Sir, to an Argument which I mentis 
with Regret. I am forry,to hear it faid by any Gentleman 
in thisHoure, thatbecaufe the People of th 15 Nation are dif- 
contentcd, therefore they mud be opprefTed ; for whatever 
other Gentlemen may think, I take this to be the trm 
Meaning of the Argument, when they fay. That beca 
the People are difcontented, therefore a numerous Standi; 
Army mufl be kept up for keeping them in Obedience, 
juliiiy their making ufe of this Argument, we are told that 
the prefent Difcontents among the People are chiefly owing 
to DifafFe^ion. If this were the Cafe, 1 mull confefs I 
fhould be under a very perplexing Dilemma between the Re- 
gard I have for the illuflriou^ Family now upon thoH 
Throne, and the Regard I have for the Liberties of m|(4| 
Country ; but, thank God ! this is far from being the Cafe ; 
there is not the leaft Pretence for faying that any of our pre- 
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[lir DiTcfimei^ts arc owing to PjCaiFedlon^ becaufe in all 
ybliiots And Tumults we have lately had^ there has not 
ithe Icail Muttering heard againft the King^ nor the 
I Indignity oiFered, no not fo much as to any Servant 
iD|iiig to the Royal Family ; and if any of thefe Mobs 
iBfJEiots h&d proceeded from Diiaffeilbn, if the People had 
j htm ipirited up hy Jacobites, if they had been governed by 
LiDjrSort of Jacobite PrmcipleSj or if they had entertained 
atheir Hearts any Sort of Rancour, Malice, or DifaiFe£lion 
tinU the Royal Family, we cannot fuppofe them fuch Po- 
anst or that they would have put fuch a Rellraint upon 
kit private Sentiments, as not to fhew the leafl Sign of 
( upon fuch Occafions. 

• This fliews. Sir, how groundlefs it is to pretend that our 
refcflt Koya! Family could not remain three Days inEngland, 
Fit were not for our reguhr Troops, efpecially that fuch a 

erous Standing Army as we have at prefcnt, is iieceiTary 

defending his Majefty's Perfon from Infuks or Dangers, 

Hdy Sir, whatever may be the Cafe of fome of thofe who arc 

r St. Jameses Palace, I am furehis Majefty and all the reft 

?ofthe Royal Family might remain at St. James "sPa lace ,or any 

fttherPaJtof the Kingdom, in the utmoll Safety, tho' neither 

f them had any fuch Thing m that now called a Soldier to 

lauend tfaem. Of this now we have a glaring Proof every 

■Day before our Eye?. His Royal Highnefs the Prince of 

IWalcs has at prcfent no Guards to attend him : He paflea 

IcTery Day to and fro in the Streets of London, and travels 

firery where about London, without fo much as one Soldier 

f to guard him : Nay he has not fo much as one Gentry upon 

Itis Houfc in St. Jaines'5 Square ; and yet his Royal Highnefs 

lives, 1 believe, in as great Security at his Houfe in $t.Jame&''s 

Square^ without one Centry to guard him, ashisMajefty can be 

I lijppofi'd to do inSt Jajnes''sPa]ace with all the Guards abouthim/ 

Mr, Lytelton ipoke next in SubHance thus : 

Sir, 
*By what I can collet from the long Debate we have had ^'- Lrwitw. 

t tliis Queftion, I find the three chief Arguments made 
iiif a^inft theRedudion pro po fed are, the Fears we are 

* r^nfi the Pretender, the Difcon tents that are among 

" oplc, and the Care we ought to takt of prefervingthat 

^engbtand InilLience, which this Nation ought to have in 

foreign Negoiiations, Thefe, Sir, are the Reafons, 
had thefe only are given as the Reafon^, for keeping up the 
I jams Number of mercenary Troops but for this infuing 
1 Vcar, which I muft thipk is a little furprifmg j for if there 
Ik any Weight jn any of thefe Reafons, I think it may be 
l^fily ihewn, that they will always be as good as they are at 
Ipit&ot i and chereforTj if any one of them be an Argument for 

keeping 
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keeping op die isane Number afi 
one YesLT loiter, it maii be an Ai^amaEl _ 

Baac Namfacr for ever.- Nay, I believe cvenr one of 1 
will gather new Weigkt every furrmlin^ Year, and 
Ifiowever imagrnaiy they may be at p r efenty I am afiaidi 
they will at hSt became real, and may beoome good 
Redoes, not only fu* keeping up the &me Number we ha^ 
2t pretenty bat fo keeping np a modi greater Nomber : I aoi 
even coQvincxd they win at lafb become good Reafens fbriB- 
tiodaczsg and keeping apa large Body of fbteign mercenaiy 
Troops; for if oar Ptople flboold become generally diBiffisfib- 
edy as well as diiconcented, oar Govcmment coold not le- 
ly i^a an Army raitied and rccndted iromaPec^ile gene- 
xaCy di^£saed : The Soldiers, atleaft, of foch an Army, 
wocld be 2pt to embrace tbe fiift Opportmuty for fi^Uowing 
their natnral Indinatioos^ 

< As to the Diicootents that are iaid to beatpieieBt £1 
general amoi^ oar People, I moft with Sorrow conleis that I 
think they are bat too genoal ; bat I dunk dieir Canlcs are fitf 
from being (bchas have been affined. An hon. Gendcman has 
indeed given as a very ingenioasDeicription of what he takes tai 
betheCaofesofoor prefent DiA»atents;batdiefeCaQieSySir, 
are foch as maft: for ever fabfift, and mn& for ever prodooe 
the fame Efie^ ; fb that if there are no Diicontents in the 
Nation, bat what proceed from one or other of theie Canies^ 
we can never expeft to ice an End or a Diminution of oos 
Diicontents, and conieqaendy we can never ezped to (ee an 
End or a Diminadon of oar ftandii^ Army. The firft two, 
I mean the Diicontents of thoie, who are fo unreaibnabk at 
to expeft Safety and Security, without their beii^ at any 
Trouble orExpence for that Pnrpofe, and the Difcontents cl 
thofe who are {o fond of Chaises, as to risk their own De- 
ilradion rather than not to have one, mufl both be perpetual ; 
for if there are any fuch Men in the Kingdom as either of 
» thefe, there is no Reaibn to expeft they will ever be fewer: 
Nay, as thefe Caufes are fuch as proceed from the Nature of 
Mankind, they are fuch as muft not only for ever fubfift,biit 
muft in every Nation fubfift ; and confequendy, the Dif- 
contents proceeding from thefe, muft be a Reafon for keeping 
a numerous Handing Army on Foot, not only at all Times, 
but in all Nadons. From hence I may iay, that fome of 
our Neighbours, as well as we, are much obliged to the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, for fumiihing them with a Pretence fye 
keeping up great Axmiesy which I am perfuaded none d[ 
them ever thought of before. But every Man who knows 
any Thing of the Nature of Mankind, muft be convinced 
that there cannot be In this Nation, nor in any other, s 
great Number of fuch Men ; and therefore no Government 

can 
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E l)y fbttc Mcftp for femft Etta ; ot Mi cipy fwr^ 
toi^ gmtlKvc^ littnre ^ iH 
a gt«3£ Atfrange: Tlhole wbn fpe^k or 
vaiaft c3k Meainics of & GoxmrnDmi^ mn fop- 
^ tiiofe Bmshucs Id lie opiU'cSlvc ana iti>|Qa, or UNiEra;. 
ad ridicckiiB;^ se 3^wzy% iifider a mac HeftraiBt i dic^ i 
! ilwip in GkuKT ofexoce^i^ diofe A^mids dttCatr ]ndmbed 
' L^ Laips ^tlieir Cbfoi^, and Imve oHenfii^M 4^v«m^ 
EAooocmt : On t!ic odicr H^nj, thd« who fp^k 
Ihppoit of fach Meafanes, art never andcr wny 
iVieSjadnit and are always richly leuaitledi which is 
Eiicocir^ement tlieif Ancagoniils can fddom expe^, 
and BHidi feldoxner meet with. For thrs EeaTon it h Im- 
fccffibtc m fflppofc, that b^ any Son of Entjuiry, by any 
Sort of Writmg or Speaking, any gene nil DifcoDttnt can be 
w&d againll a jaft and wile Admiaiiliation : On the con- 
ciiy, the more their Mesi^urci are canii^ed, the more gc- 
iieial Sadsfa^on they muH give ; for Truth always appears 
Uglieer, the more it is expofed to the Light. 

The mrxi Caufe of Difcontcnt, which the honourable 

Genclen^n has been pleafed to call downright Diraffeelion, 

'rii tme^ fomething peculiar to this Nation i but thii 

ttie inuit likewife for ever fubfift, becaufe, I believe, we 

"Ihall always have a Popifh Pretender without, and fome few 

Fapiils within the Kingdom: Nay, I know not but that we 

ay always have fome Proteftants poffefled with the Notions 

rpaJOve Obedience and Non-refiftancej however ridiculous 

f may appear to thofe who canteafon coolly upon the Sub* 

i; but I am fure the Number of this Sort of Proceftimts, 

f not confiderable at prcrcnt^ nor is the Number of Papifts Co 

DnEderable as to afford any Colour for faying, that down-* 

^ght DifafTedion is one of the principal Qiufes of thofc Dil- 

uitents, which are at prefent fo general among our People. 

' Thus, Sir, I have fhcwn, I think, that all the Caufea of 

Kfcontent, that have been afligned by thofe who argue in ft- 

lottr of a Handing Army, are fach as muft for ever fubftlU and 



I asmufl always have the fame Effect they hs 
(o that if there arc now no Dilcontents among 115, but fin 
proceed from one or other of tliefc Caufcs, our Difcontcfits, 
I have faidj muJl always be aa general as they are at pre- 
fent, and confequently we muft aJways have the fame Ra- 
fon for keeping up the fejne Number of mercenary Troop: 
But lam of Opinion^that moil of our prefcntJ>ifcoctents pm* 
ceed from very different Caufes, and that the keeping up of 
fuch a numerous {landing Army within the Kingdom, in 
Time of Peace, is one of the chief* tho* not the only CauiCj 
of moll o^ our prefent Difcon cents. The honourable Geo- 
tleman has tol4 ns, thai none of our Difcontenta can be 
owing to Reafon^ becaufe there h no Country in the Wory 
where the liberties and Properties of the Subject are mm 
fac redly prelerved, nor are there any Sabjecta who pay M 
for the Eafe and Security they enjoy, than the Subjects of 
this Kingdom. This tnay^ perhaps^ be his Opinion 1 but 
even he himfelf muft acknowledge there are Multitudes of 
Men in the Kingdom, who think other wife ; Men who are 
nridter Jacobites^ nor fond of Changes, nor fuch as would 
grudge to pay their proportionable Share towards every nc- 
ceflkry pubjick Expence. Can any Man thjnk his Property 
facredly preferved, when he is obliged to pay heavy Taxes 
for fupportinga pubHck Expencej for which he chinks there 
is not the leaft Occafion ? This is the Cafe of moH Men in 
the Nation : I believe nine Pares in ten of our People think 
a ftanding Army of 1 2,000 Men, more than we have Oc- 
cafion for tn Time of P^ace ; therefore nine Parts in ecu 
of our Pcopk mull think the keeping up of the fupernumc* 
lary 6,000 a publick Expence for which there is not tic 
Jeall Occafion, and confequently^ nine Parts in ten of our 
People muft think their Property is not fo facredly prefer- 
ved as it ought to be* Can any Man think either his Liber- 
ty or Property fecure, who thinks that both depend upon the 
Moderation of a Court, and the Honour of a mercenary 
Army ? This I think has been clearly ihewn, in the Courfe 
of this Debate, to be our Cafe at prefent, and that it jnut 
always be our Cafe as long as we keep fuch a numerous mer- 
cenary Army within the kingdom ; and no Man who think* 
fo, which is> I believe^ the Cafe of moll thinking Men m 
the Kingdom, can think either his Liberty or Property 4> 
^cure as it ought to be. 

The Liberties and Properties of the Subject may be as (c^ 
cure and as facredly preferved in this, as in any neighbouring 
Country ; but this. Sir, is not fufficicntlf our Neighbours are 
all SIaves,are we to be pleafed with being lefs Slaves, or hap- 
pier Slaves, than they I No, Sir : Nothing can pleafe ouf 
People^ nor ought they to be pleafed with any Thing 
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lo be by the Namiv of our 



; ttixl tiu> Hicy iitftrcan, ai long *is we urme- 
pup a nuiinciyns Standing Arnay in Time of 
. It is not therefore a cOiBparacive, it is a real Secu- 
ar F^fopk escpc^ i and every one muft be difcootenfied, 
wit iklnkb he dcms not enjoy that Secqfityv Tkk^ I tay. Sit* 
I ooft of like chief (Caul'cfi of our fttknt Difcon tents ; and as 
khuB been admitied on all Side:s, that Difcontent may ar laH 
ifevmic into DifaffedtOT^/hofe who are really afnud of the Pre* 
UeiideT^afKl Kavc oothing elfe to fear, ought^ and certainly will, 
be Air removing tkis Qmxie of DiiconEetit as faoii as polTibk. 
* It may, as I have faid. Sir, ba true, th&t in thisCbUu- 
iry the Liberties and Propf rties of the Subjtct are as fccrcdly 
preferved ais in any ether ; but I am furprifcd to litiir it faid, 
chat tljere are no Suhje^ who pay leis tor tiie jvife ai\d Se- 
mrity they enjoy, than the Subje^ti of thi» Kingdom | tor f 
will ventare to affirm, and, if it were necefluiry, I coutd 
from Calculation and Compariron make it appear, that the 
Taxes paid by the People of this JCingdoin yearly^ n mount 
ta a greater Suni^ in Pmportion to their Nambcri/ than h 
paid yearly by ajiy People, I believe, under the Sun ; there- 
fore, if there beany ptiblick Expence incurred, that h not 
tbrolutely neceflary, or if any Man has of late Yean with 
IjDpunjty involved the Nation in E;s£p€nceSj which ^verc 
oot necefiar)% whoever thinks foj mull have Reafon to b« 
difeontented. without imputing hk Difcontent Co any of the 
Cti! 51. Gcntleniiin has beeis'' plea fed to afligiii and I ** 

am ' re are but too Tnany who think ^ ; but whether 

they have jml Ground to chink fo, I ihall not take upon me to 
determine. If they have nor, furtly fome proper Methods may 
be ^und, to perlwade them they are in the wrong ; for to 
pietendi lo convince them by a Standing Army, I mail look 
cm to be the fame with that Method of Arguin|,which Popifi* 
In^uifitions make ufe offor the Co»iverfmn of Hereticks au J 
Mdek; or* as a facetious Author of our own hasexprelTed it, 

Such as do build their Fiiith upon 
The holy Texi of Pike and Gun * 

' I come tiow, sir, to the third Reafon that has be(?n 
{nfified on forour keeping up the fame Number of regnhf 
Troops, which in. That it is ceceflary for prefer^^Ing the 
Weiglit and Influence thi$ Nation ought to have in oil to- 
i^jgn Negotiations^ This like wife is brought as a Reafbn 
hr keeping up the ikne Number of Forces, only for chi^ - 
rnfdng Year ; but doe^ not every one fee, that this muil be 
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as ilrong aReafoo with next ScfBon, and with every 
ing Stffion of Pari i amen r^ as it can be with the piw 
the Weight and Influence we now have in foreign Ne^ 
tions depend upon tJie Number of mercenary Troopi 
keep in our Pay, what Reafon can be afJigned for its 
depending a Year kence, or two Years hence, upon tlie 
Caiifcj as much as it can be fuppofed to do atprefent ? Tlul 
Reafon, therefore, like the two former, muft be a perpei 
Reafon for keeping up the fame Number of men 
Troops ; for I fancy it will not be fuppofed there can 
happen a Time, when we (hall have no Occafion for ha' 
any Influence in foreign Negotiations ; but thi;?. Sir, c^ 
BO Reafon for keeping up a numerous Standing Army 
Time of Peace, either in the prefent or any future T[ 
for 1 am certain , the Weight and Inftuence of this Natiott 
foreign Negotiations of allKinds, and in all Cotintr ies^ m' 
depend upon the Wifdom of oar Councils, and the Unity 
and Confidence that fubfifts between our King and Peoj 
Our Neighbours are fully fenfible of the Power of this N; 
tiooj and will always have a due Regard for tliat Po' 
when they think it is united, and prudently di retted* Ti 
we may be convinced of from every Part of our Hillor 
and this h one of the llrongell Arguments with me for 
ducing our Army ; for by keeping up a numerouA Standi 
Army in Time of Peace, we (ball always convince Forei; 
ers, that there are Difcords and Atiimo&tics between o: 
King and People, or that there is great Folly in our CouncL 
bccaufe, if there are no Difcords or Animofities between c 
King and Peo pie, confidering the Situation of our Cooni 
and the Superiority of our Fleet, we can have no Oocall 
for keeping up a numerous Land Army in Time of Pi 
therefore no wife Ad mini ft rati on wil! pat their People 
fuch an unneceffary Ex pence ; and no Foreigner will ha^ 
any great Regard for our Power, if it were much grcai 
than it is, as long as they are convinced, that our Power 
di (united, or that it is under the Diredion of weak and ridi- 
culous Councils. 

' Thi^, Sir, I am afhud is an Effi^ft which we fed 
prefent. We have for fo many Years kept up a nume; 
Standing Army in Time of Peace, that Foreigners, I am 
fraid, begin to think the Power of this Nation is difunited, aP 
not prudently diretlcdj and therefore have not ihewed us h 
much Regard, in fome late Negotiations, as they ought to 
have done. I am convinced they will find them fe Ives mif* 
taken, if they fliould at !ail by their Conduft oblige us 
make ufe of our Power, in order to convince them of thi 
Error; for this is one of thofe few Errors which can be 
moved only by Force of Arms; but a numerous Laad An 
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^nevCT be the mofl proper Sort of Force for this Nation to ^*™/^^ "*'^ 
lake ufe of^ even for fuch a Purpofe ; and much lefs can k 
proper ot nccefiliry for us to provide my fuch Army, till 
Ife have Occafion for them. Our Neighbours all know we 
LD have fueh Armies whenever we have aMmd, becaufc we 
ave Money to pay for them i atid if we cannot march them 
Land, they know we have an ir refill ible Fleet, which 
^n convey them where -ever we pleafe to dire ft our Ven* 
nee. 

With refped to Spain, Sir, I am forry to fay it imift 

r cxjnfefiedj that w<^ have negotiated in vain, and they have 

laddered with Succefs for too many Years ; but what can 

yis be owing to? Gun it be thought they are ignorant of the 

>wer of Great Britain, €>r that they would dare to llir it up 

to \''engeanccj if they thought it were united, aJid wifely 

|^[l<Ji>^£(i ' No, Sir, this is not Co be pre fumed : They are 

^krc^inly of Opinion, that there are. Difcords and Animolities 

^Dbfiftmg between his Majefty and his People i and this Mif- 

take of theirs can be owing to nothing but to our having kept 

^» in this Ifland, for fo many Years, fuch a numerous Stand- 

HfegArmy; therefore, tf we expe£t to obtain Red refs fronithem 

^Br Negotiation, the moil probable Way of fucceeding w^ould 

Um^ to make an immediate Red u^ ion of our Army* But fup- 

^oie we can expert no fuch Thing ; fuppofe we sire now 

fully convinced, that the only Way of obtaining Reparation 

mufl be by Force of Arms^ what Reafon can we have for 

keeping up a numerous Land Army for that Purpofe? No 

Man will pretend, that in Gate of a War with Spain, we 

can or ought to invade that Kingdom with fuch a Land Force, 

as m^ny be fuperior to any Army they can fend againft It : All 

we have Occafion for, is to fend a fuperior Flectj with fome 

Land Forces on board, to in fell their Coails, till we have 

» brought them to reafonabk Terms ; and for this Ftirpofe we 
pould fpare Troops enough from Britain and Ireland, even 
Sfiiough the prefent Redadtion fiioald be agreed to j or if we 
Conlanot fpare enough of our own, wliat Ihould hinder us 
I from hiring as many from fome of our Neighbours, as wc 
can have Occafion for upon any fuch Occafion ? 
I * For this Reafon, Sir, I little expe&d that the prefcnt 
Situation we are in with refpeiS to Spain, Ihould have been 
pnentioned as a Reafon for Land Forces ; but 1 am fajprifed 
they Ihould mention it for this Purpofe^ after they had for- 
gpt to make the lea ft mention of it, when they were rack- 
ing their Invention to find Reafons for the general Dif- 
Icontent that reigns at prefent among our People; for can It 
be quell ioned but that the Depredations and Barbarities com- 
mitted by the Spniaids with Impunity, for fo many Years, 
ftgaiiill ourMeicbants and Seamen | occafion great Difcon- 
I L 2 itn^ 



^"■"•^Ji?:^ °' t?ra and -?ea; Heart -fceraic^? xssocg our People ? Evciy 
Man who Dis been pli2c«rec, ifi»Ited, or cmclly aled by 
the SpomzrdSy aed who his ccspUiaec is rain to thofe who 
are in Doty bound to give Eir id &i5 Complsints, moft be 
c!H&t::£ed ; and all thcie who hare beard their melancholy 
Taky miiit be dxfiatboed, i£ iz£j have any Regard for the 
Hononr, the Trade, or the Haprirefs cf iheir native Coan- 
try, which msft all be greatly ^fe^ed by^fLffenTi^'fuch In- 
dignities to pafs cnpuci-hed. I hope we h-ve always been, 
I nope we ftill are, in a Condition to tike prcpr Vengeance, 
wheECTcr we find that no Sor: of peaceable Meafrres can 
procure xss Reparation or Security ; but if i*-e are not, I fa- 
ipcft there muft be (bme Fauh in oar h;; Condud ; and if 
there is, it ca^ht to be inquired int>D in a proper Way, and 
panifhed in a levere Manner: It wT>u!d give fome S^tisfec- 
t:cn to the S'j^^erers arxi to the People, to fee Jufticc done 
upon thole (if there be any fuch) who, by their ill Con-- 
iiuft. have brought the Nation into fuch a forlorn and help- 
lefs Cor.dition. 

' This Sir, leads me n::turally to confider a Suppofition 
thrrt has been made, and an Argument for a numerous Standing 
Army th.it hu2 been drawn frcm it, by an honodrable Gen- 
tleman in this Debate, with both of which I am not a littlo 
furprized. It has been fuppofed, that the Difcontents of 
cor People proceed from notorious Oppreflions or Malverfii- 
tions in our Adminiftration, and from thence it has been ar- 
gued, that our Army ought not to be reduced till the Au- 
thors of fuch Oppreflions and Malvenations have been tried 
and puniihed in a proper and legal Method. With refped ta 
any of our prefent Difcontents, or our prefent AdminiflratiaiTy 
I am fure no fuch Suppofition can be made ; but allow we. 
Sir, to make fuch a Suppofition with refped to ibmc futnre 
Adminiftration. Suppofe then, that in fome future Age, an 
Adminiilration, or a Set of Miniilers, or, ifyouplealc, one 
prime and fole Minifter, fhould for feveral Years, under the 
Shadow and Protedion of a Standing Army, carry on 0]^>ref- 
five and ridiculous Meafures; would not thefe Mioifters, 
or that Miniller, during that whole Time, endeavour to put 
the Army entirely under the Command of his Creatures and 
Dependants ? And would not he, at the fame Titne, ondfa- 
Vour to bring as many of thofe Creatures and Dependants 
into Parliament a9 poifible ? By this latter Method ht might, 
perhaps, be able to prevent any Enquiry or Prc/fecution** bp- 
ihg brought into Parliament againft him ; atid in cafe» by 
the Virtue, or the Refentment of the People, he fhould fiul 
ifl this Method of prote^inghimfelf, he ihieht then probft* 
Wy, by Means of the former Method » be able to treat dw 
Purliament as Oliver Qomwcl] treated the Parliament in hii 
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NoWj I iwotsld be glad to krmw» what GJ^ntleJimn 
duld be fuch a Fool as ig move forimy €ort of Frofecution 
ParliamcKC a^inft a Mini Her, who, he knew» Imd a 
(aJGHty in thtt very ParlbmtMir, that would juftlfy him at 
!>y Rate: Or what Parliament would be fueh Fools as to 
jiii a Proftcntion againil a Minilkr, that Jiad an Army 
hh Bf^ck Aiflident for ttirnitjg them out of Doorst 

* I^ every fuch Cafe, Sir, a Reduttbn of the Army muft 
tlie fiill Step, thai could poiTibly with any Prudence be 

taken ; for if the Friends of the People ftionid find themrdvca 
difappointed in that Step, it would be ndiculous, it wotdd 
,te M^-idnefs in them, Eo expert Succefs in any legal Method 
py could take J for brtngiiig the Authors of fuch OppreiEons 
: Malvcrfitions to Juftice, 

* But if they fhould fucceed in this, they might from theoce 
ceive feme Hopes ; and the People would look upon it as 

[preparatory Step for relieving them from all their Grie- 

unces : They would tten begin to put a Truft and Conii- 

ce in thetr Parliament, and would wait with Patience for 

bat Relief, which they f^iw their Parliament was about w> 

Jve rhem ; for there is no Example in our Hiftories, of our 

t>ple% ever endeavouring Co take Vengeance, or to do them- 

iirea Jultice, in a riotous aiid tumultuous Mannerp as long 

I they have any Hupes of obtaining It in a legal or Parlia* 

ent&fy Method. Therefore, if ever this Natioc Ihould 

ippen to fall into fuch unfortunate CircumHances, as have 

m fuppofaij a Reduftion of the Army would be the moll 

oper Method the Parliajiient codd take, for preventing 

^obs, Tumults, or Infurre^tions among the People » and it 

oold be the only Method, by which me Parliament^ or at 

ail tliic Ptciplc's Friends in Parliament, could hope for Sue 

fh in their generous DefigD of relieving their Cormiry. 

' Thus, Sir, J think I have ihewn, that none of the Ar- 
pments made ult of for our keeping up the ikm^ Number 
Forces for this enfuing Year^ are fuch as can be of any 
Ifcighr, and that if they were now of any Weight, they 
; fuch as not only muft have always the fame Weight, but 
luuJl tvtry Year acquire an additional Weight: Therefore, 
writh Mr, Trenchard, who has been already mentioned in 
^^is Debate, t muft conclude, that thofe who make ufe of 
^Bch Arguments, for keeping up fuch an Army for one Year 
^by, aie really in their Hearts for keeping up fuch an Ar- 
^ly iff Srcula SftfiUrtim ; and to make us fwa How this bit- 
ter Pill the more glibly, we are told, why would you make 
A Reduction in your Army ! The few additional Troops 
yoa propofe to reduce, coil the Nation but a mere Triflc^ 
yearly : You will fave but it 6,000 1. a Year by the Rcduc- 
_tioii propokd ; ^hkh can make no extraordinary Figure in 

the 
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Jj"' "' the publkk Accounts of this Natiofi, What Figiii e i 
Saving may make in thai Gentleman's Eyes, I do not I 
Sir ; but a Saving of 1 1 6,ogo h will, I am furc, 
very confide rable Figure in the Eyej of every Gentle 
who is noc accuftomed to deal in Millions. Even this Savi 
alone for twenty Years paft,' would have paid ofF abcwei 
Mjllionsof publick'Debt ; for an Annuity of 21 6,000 L 
Four per Cent, compound Interefh^ amountis in twtt^y Ye 
to near 6j5oo,ooo1- and notw 1th (landing the great De&t|j 
owe, r muH ihink that a Payment of 6,500,000 L 
make nu inconfderable Figure, when compared with 
Sum Total of our publtck Debts. But this h riot all i \ 
if we had reduced our Army twenty Years iifice to 
thoufknd Men, we might long before now have redaa 
them to a niuch lefa Number ; lor the Nature of a Standing 
Army is fuch, that the more you reduce it^ the more ym 
may, and the more you tncreaie it, the greater Reafon will 
you always have to increafe it. 

* Every one knows, Sir, how our Parlisment&jy Armes 
have increafed, ft nee the Year 1697^ which was the fifft 
Time fuch a Thing was introduced by Con Tent of Parlia* 
ment. It was then afked but for one Year, but the Nation 
has never fmce been able to get rid of it, and it has ^foMj 
jncreafed fmce that Time. I doubt much if it 15 yet come 
to its fill! Growth ; for I do not know but that tvventy 
Years hence, or under fome future Adminiflration, 1 may 
fee a Standing Army of thirty thoufand thought as neceffaPf', 
and agreed to by Parliament as unaftfmouflyj as an 
ef eighteen thousand is now. Even this very Year, ii. > 
no Addition has been made to our Troops here in Britam, 
yet an Addition of one Regiment ts, I hear, to be made, or 
has already been made, to our Troops in the Plantations- 
1 do not fay. Sir, buc that k w^s neceiTary to fend fome ad- 
ditional Troops to that Country, J wifh moJl of the 
Troops we now have in Great Britain were always kept 
there. In that Country they might fometimes be nfefulj and 
could ne\'er be dangerous to their native Country ; and the 
honourable Gentleman, who is to have the Command of the 
Troops to be fent thither, will, I am fure^ make the bell 
XJfe of them upon any Occafion that fhall offer ; but I think 
there was no NecefTity for raifmg a new Regiment for that 
Purpofe ; I think one of the Regiments we have at hom€ 
might have been fent thither ; 1 am fure we could have 
fpared half a Dozen. This new Regiment is a new Addi* 
tion to the annual Charge of the Nation, I reckon, of imr 
tOjOool. if not more, as will appear by comparing the Efti- 
mate of the Charge of his Majefty^s Forces in the P* 
tions, Minorca, ana Gibraltar, for this nextenfuin'^ - , 



^*^?r5 ^ ^*^ tr fiT^r^ dir A-srl^aa- felir. ini tnat the U 
K^^'^Z^^*^ Cficj- of £jnr* i^ Arrz.?.ri:;r'f berr^ brcsght 2:g?jnft hi 
war, iii irripr ooar r .if r»r^, or Lis iaviag reriifeJ to 
m-hzr ie iLnart: -^jij racacflrKir «-his his Hosour If fu 
P-icJrs hiTc becE hrr> iaarx^ncrj, I mnft think th 
tjj&jit 1* lo hsT* irrraracsc TSrra, hive begon to garble t] 
Azizj ; iii£ tbrrebrr, eret accordisg to tbc Opinion 
ticiit Gez jczjci wisD hzv* irgaed i^auiS this Qaeftion, 
li DC3- i..ri Tizi£ for tbe PiHumcnt to think of reducii 
tn: Ar=:j ; for if ibc £rfi Scffioo of F&rlisjnent after Am 
Fizclzsi have been introcDcri, &ocld pais them over witi 
ci;: Ncdce, i: nuj protablT be p« oot of the next, or a« 
f::tiie Sc£od, to take tbe leall Notice of them, or to pr« 
lent tbe &tal Elfecb of them br a Redodion.^ 

Tbe next that fpoke was Sir Tlwinis Sanderibn, who 
Speech was to this ££cd, rir- 
Sir, 
ikT.tirtufaii < I {eVksngive this Houfe the Troahfe of hearing what 

can £ij upon any Qpe&ion that happens to be before diem 
bot ibmetimes the Spirit moves, and then I mnft out wit 
it. However, tho* I am at prefent moved by a Sort i 
Spirit, jet I cannot pretend it is a Spirit of Prophecy 
I cannot pretend to tell what will haj^>en twenty Tea: 
hence, or onder any fatare Adminiftration : T haf 
not (b mach Forefight; nor have I fo (harp an Eye toward 
any fatare Adminiltration, as fbme Gentlemen feem to hav 
who have fpoke before mc in this Debate. Whether an 
future Adminiftratk>n will think a greater Number of regola 
Troops neceflary than we have at prefent, is what I Iha' 
not pretend to determine ; but this I may venture to fbrete! 
that no future Adminiilrat'on will think a lefs Number ne 
ceflkry ; and if I live to fee a new Adminiftration, t ma; 
happen to fee fome of thofc Gentlemen, who have this Da; 
argued fo ftrenuoufly againft the prefent Number, thcS 
arguing as ftrenuoufly tor keeping up a gteater Numbd 
* Thofe who call themfcJves Whigs, are, indeed, th 
only Peribns who can, with any Confidence, argue againft i 
Standing Army ; for if any noted Tory, or fufpeded Jacfl 
•bite^ (hould argue againft our keeping up a few regulf 
Troops by Authority of Parliament, it would be eafy to as 
fwer him. Every Man would copipare him to the rat Ma0 
who muttered and complained againft the Crowd, which !■ 
himfelf was the principal Caufe o^; but I wiih thoic Wh^ 
who now argue againft a Standing Army, would confide 
what they have been, or what theymav be. If the JoaJ 
nals of this Houfe had been exadlly taken, and leligioiii^ 
preferved, I do not know but it might have beeitfbuiM, thil 
ibme of them are now making ufe of the Arguments, whid 
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themfelves ha^te formerly witli great Strength of Rea- 
Iba rcfutLM; and others may, for what they know, be 
Liyitig rheiTtfelves tinder very great Difficulties ; for they 
inay perhaps be now l^^ying a Futintiatioii fbr bringing thf ir 
own Authority againlt tJjcir future Opinion. ^Tis irue, a 
Man may change his Opinion ; bat whatever Caufe he may 
find from 'd Change in his own Circuniliance^, he uviy per* 
haps find it hard to give a Reafon for changing fits Ojjinion 
liom any Change in the Nature of Things, or m the Circum- 
Aances of the Nation j and no Man will then chiife, I believe, 
ta f^y, that he is now for a lianding Army^ becaufc he is a 
Miniiler, and was formerly again ft it becaufe he was not. 

* Buij Sir, of all ihofc who have this Day declared them* 
ftlves again ft a Standing Army, 1 am furprized at thgfe who 
are called by the Patriots, Placemen. I know they call us 
lb by Way of Contempt; but whatever they thinks I Ihall 
never be alhamed of ferving my Country, in any Poll the 
Crown pleafes to put me in, nor cm I look upon it as a 
Difcredit to have an Honour conferred upon me^ by whate- 
ver the Patriots themfelves mull allow to be the only Foun- 
tain of Honour in this Nation, I am convinced all Place- 
inen are of my Opinion, and I am furprized to hear any 
Flacemen arguing in favour of a Redudion of the Armyj 
for we, who have CommiJIiom in the Army, muft be allowed 
to be Placemen as well as others i and if tlie Spirit of redu- 
cing Hiould prevail^ with Refpe^ to military Placemen, 
out civil Placemen would do well to look to themfelves, for 
many of our civil Polls may be thought as dangerous and as 
ufelefs aa mofl of our inilitary : N-iy, I do not know but 
this Spirit may at I all attack our cllablilhed Church, by re- 
ducing all the ufelefs ecclefiaiUcal Pbits in the Kingdom j ia 
which Cafe I do not know but it might with fome Reafon 
be fiiid, the Church is in Danger. It is commonly faid, 
that two of a Trade can never agree ;and yet we find it is na- 
tiiiul for all tbofe of a Trade to unite together, and to form 
3. Sort of Society for their mutual Support ; 1 think we 
Placemen ought to do the fame : Tho* we fometimes fall out 
about which of us ftiall have the better Place j yet when the 
Places themfelves are atEack'd, we ought to unite together 
for fupporting the Craft. 

' I have been long converfant among Soldiers, Sir, and I 
jtiuH fay, I cotild never find they were lefs rcafonable 
CZfeatiireSy or more fond of arbitrary Power, than otber 
Men i therefore, i mull prefume, that they will always be 
as zealous for fupporting our Conllitution as any other Set of 
«Men in the Kingdom i and, I cannot think a Man's receiv- 
ing Pdy as a Soldier, will make him lefs zealous than he would 
Ijc if he were to receive none. Therefore, I can never think 
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otirConftitation will be in any Danger from a rcgrilaf' Ani*!f 
of our ownSubje^s; and thofe who itand theBnint while their 
Country h in Danger, certainly dHervefomc Reward after 
the D2.i\ger has been repdled, and Peace reftorcd to their 
Country J by their Means | for I hope it will not be faid,*: 
that the Pay a Soldier receives while the War continues. Is 
to be looked on a» a Reward for his Services ; it is given 
only aa a Subfiflence ; his Reward he mufl expert from the 
Gratitude of hii Country, if he lives to fee an End of the 
War. In Kingdoms or States that have but fmaO Terri- 
toriesj their War^ feldoin !aft long, nor have their Armies 
far to march J fo that they can Kiiily fend out one Army, or 
one Body of Men, to relieve another; therefore, their 
whole People march out by Tnrns, and ©very Man of the. 
Society has his proportionable Share of the Fatigue and Dan- 
ger of the War j for this Reafon^ no Man can expeft any 
extraordinary Reward, becaufe no Man performs any ex- 
tra:ordinary Service ; but when the Dominions of a King- 
dom or State become extenfive, their Wars laft long, and 
are at fuch a Diflancej that one Army cannot be fent out to 
relieve another ; one Part of the Society, or one certain 
Body of Men, are therefore emptoyed to carry on the War, 
while moH of the reft, even during the War, enjoy all the 
Bleffings of Peace ; for this Reafon it is but juft, that thofe 
who are employed as Soldi en, fhould be fubfifted during the 
War, and that, after Peace is reftored, they Ihould receive 
fome Reward, for the extraordinary Services they have per- 
formed. This ha^ always made, and always will makej 
Standing Armies necefTary, in all States or Kingdoms, whofe 
Ifeminions are ex ten five. There fore^ to torn all Soldier* 
adrift, as foon as hy their Valour they have reftored Peace 
to their Couj^try, would, in my Opinion, be unjuft, and, I 
think, I may fay, the Height of Ingratitude. It would 
verify a little Epigram I have heard, which I ftiall not re- 
peat, becaufe fome Gentlemen might think it irreligious ; 
Jjiit the Purport of it is. That our Behaviour towards a Sol- 
dier, is the fame with that which is too often our Behaviour 
towards God : They are both forgotten, as foon as the Danger 
13 over/' 

After him, WilHam Pitt Efq; fpokc in Subiknce 
^ follows, viz. 
Sir, 
iFfttEi^i * If the Qaeilion now before us were not an Affair 

too ferious a Nature, it would be extreamly eafy to be witty 
ttpon it, efpecially, as the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
laft has given us fo good a Handle ; but, I muft confefs^ it 
feenis to me of fo much Importance with Refpeft to o«i 
Conftitution, and the Happijiers of our Country, that 1 can- 
not, and I think no Gtntlnian ought fp make Jumfelf merry 
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'upon fiich an Occafion ; for tW the Prefervation of our 

CoiiAitudon were no Way concerned, yet the Loading of 
<if OUT People with an additional Expence of 2 or 300,000 /, 
is, in tny Opinion, mn ACiir of too affe^lng a Nature to be 
tietted in a ludicrous Manner. 

* As to what the Honourable Gentleman has been pleafei 

to fay about thofe he calls Placemen, I (hall agree that, if 

they were to be dSefled in their Opinions by the Places they 

poifefs, they might perhaps unite for the Support of one ano- 

ther» againll the common Good of the Society ; but I hope 

none of them are under any fuch Direftion ; I am fure tlie 

Honourable Gentleman himfclf is not, and therefgre I am 

convinced he is not ferious, when he talks of being furpri^ed 

at any Plsceman^s declaring for a Reduction of our Army ; 

for, of all Men ^ thofe who enjoy any Places of Profit under 

oor Government, ought to be the moft cautious of loading the 

People with any unneceiTary Tax or Expence 1 because, as 

the Place they polfefs generally brings them in more than 

tlieir Share of all our Taxes can amount to, it may be pro* 

1 perly faid, that by confenting to any Article of publick Ex- 

I pence, they lay a Load upon others which they themfelves 

I bear 1^0 Share of 

I * I mull look upon myfelf. Sir, as a Placeman, as well as 
L the honourable Gentleman who fpoke lafl: I am in the Service 
B of one of the Branches ohhe Royal Family, and think it my 
Honour to be fo i but I (houldnot think it, if I were not as free 
to give my Opinion upon any Queflion that happens in this 
Houfcjas I was before J had any fuch Place; and J belie ve/rom 
the Behaviour of Gentlemen, upon this very Occafion, 
it will appear, that all thofe who are in the fame Service with 
me, are in the fame State of Freedom ; becanfe I believe^ 
they will, upon the Que il ion now before us, appear to be of 
dSiferent Opinions, But, there is another Set of Placemen, 
whofe Behaviour furprizes me not a little ; becaufe, upon 
every Q£eftion that occurs relating to publick Affairs, they 
ire always unanimous ; and I confefs, it is to me a little af- 
tonilbing, that 2 or 300 Gentlemen ftiould, by an unac- 
countable Sort of Unanimity, always agree in Opinion upon 
the many different Sorts of iQueftiom that occur yearly, and 
that not for one, but for feveral Years together* I am con- 
vinced this furprizing Unanimity does not proceed from any 
EStft of the Places they have under the Crown ; ibr if it 
did, a Man's being pofleffed of any Place nnder the Crown, 
would, in fuch a Cafe, I am fure, be an infallible Keafon 
for tlie People not to ttuH him with the P refer vation of their 
Liberties, or the Difpenfation of their Properties in Parlia* 
mcnt. 

' Then, Sir, as to the Tories and fufpe£led Jacobites, I 
im furprized to hear any Comparifon made between tWm 
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^ - '">' ■ ''jiii/ therefore there is aot the 

,. ■■^\' '\'j!^'Y',}jlngt they are liie Occafion 

"* * /:-o'.>"' 'C'ti''*'^ ^'^^ ^ nd.nerous Standing 

' . \.C'-''\^, or rather thofe wi;o have been 

■ ■" .* ■" 4.' r^ifc^r keeping up fuch a numerous Stan- 

' ■• ' J ;■'''*••*" rfi:*'' ^ conip::rtd to<he fat M:in in the 

,.\ '-'[^ '^'''1^^ "P °^ ^^^^ ^" Army is the chief 

,'■:. ■*';.'. •'-.^fcflts, and ihofe Difcoutenis are now, we 

t ■- '"./orf'^^Fretence for keeping up fuch a numerous 

y ]fi*^^ye therefore but the Army, or a coniiderable 

j^y.. ^^the Crowd, or the Difcontents you complain 

pj'ri^'^fe. TheConfequences, 'tis true, may be fatal to 

^/ ^^'J^fcf who have been the Caiufes of loading the Na- 

iflfli^ |Lg with fuch an unneceflary Expence ; but no honell 

^ / am furc, will think that their Safety is to be put in 

^^'%}ince, with the StisfaSion of the People, and the 

tSety of the Nation. 

4 I come now, Sir, to the only Argument the honourable 
Qcatlemzn madeUfe of, which can admit of a ferious Con- 
^dciation ; and if our Army were entirely, or but generally, 
compofed of old Veterans, inured to the Fatigues and the 
pangers of War, and fuch as had often ventured their ■ 
Uves againft the Enemies of their G)untry, I confefs the Ar- 
gument would have a great deal of Weight; but con- 
fidering the Circumftances . of our prefent Army, I can 
hardly think my Honourable Friend was ferious, when he 
made Ule of fuch an Argument. As for the Officers of the 
Army, they are quite out of the Quellion ; for in Cafe of 
a Reduftion, there is a handfome Provifion for eyery one of 
them : No Man can doubt, nor would any Man oppofe, their 
being all put upon half Pay ; and I muft obferve that our 
half Pay is better, or,as good as full Pay, I believe, in any 
other Country of Europe ; for in the Method our Army is 
now kept up, I could fhew by Calculation, that it cofts the 
Nation more than would maintain three Times the Number 
of Men, either in France or Germany. And as for the 
Soldiers, I believe it may be faid of at leaft three fourths of 
them, that they never underwent any Fatigue except that of 
a Review, nor were ever expofed to any Danger except in 
apprehending Smugglers or difperfing Mobs ; therefore I 
muil: think they have no Claim for any greater Reward thau 
the Pay they have already received, nor fhould I think we 
were guilty of the leaft Ingratitude, if ^hey were all turned 
adrift to-morrow Morning. 

* But fuppofe. Sir, the Soldiers of our Army were all 
fuch as had ferved a Campaign or two againft a publick Ene- 
my 



15 It from hence to be inferred, that they mull for ever Anno 
^fter live idly, and be raamtaliied at the Expence of their 
ptintryj and that, in fuch a Manner^ as to be datigerotis to 
► Liberties of their Country I At this Rate, if a Man has 
E once ventured his Life in the Service of his Countr>% he 
muft for ever ^ter be not only a Burden, but a Terror to 
hh Country- This, Sir, would be a Sort of Reward, which 
I am fure no brave Soldier wonld accept of, nor any honeft 
pne defire. Timt we Ihotitd fhew a proper Gratitude to thole 
ifho have ventured their Lives in the Service of their Coun- 
b what I (hall readily acknowlege ; but this Gratitude 
ught to be 0iewn in fuch a Way, as not to be dangerotis to 
Uc Liberties, nor loo burden fome to the People of our 
Jountry ; and therefore, after a War is at an End, if a Sol- 
jiicr can provide for himfclf, either by his Labour, or by 
neans of his own private Fortune, he ought not to expc£t^ 
iind.ifhe is not of a mercenary Difpofitlonihe will fcorn to re- 
ceive^ any other Reward, than that which coniilb in the pc- 
tiHar Honours ai>d Privileges th|t may and ought to be oon- 
erred upon him^ by the cilablifhed Laws of hh Country^ 

That we ought to fhew a proper G rati tnde^ that we 
ought to give a proper Regard to every Man, who has vent li- 
ed his Life in the Caufe of his Country, is what I am fure 
i Gentleman will deny : But when I have fa id this. Sir, I 
annoi help obferving how defective our Laws and Cuftoms 
fcrc in this Refpe£t. Is not this an unanfwerable Argument 
:>r ellabliihing this Gratitudes^ and afccnaining this Reward^ 
a publick Law ? Yet as the Laws now itand, an old Of- 
|cer, a Man who has often ventured his Life, and oi'ten 
tp'ih his Blood, in the Service of hk Country, may be dif- 
fiijled, and reduced, perhaps, to a flarving Condition, at 
"the arbitrary Will and Pleafure^ perhaps at the Whim of a 
r fevourite Minitler; fo that by the prefent ElUbliflimenc 
■ihf om Army, the Reward of a Soldier feems not to depend u- 
^kon Che Services dene to his Country, but upon the Services he 
Htfoea to tlioie who happen to be the favourite MiniHers at 
Hthe Time. Mufl not this. Sir, be allowed to be a Defeft 
in the pre lent Eftablifhment of our Army ? And yet when a 
Law was propofed for removing this Defe£l, we may re- 
member what Reception it met with, even from thofe who f 
now infifl fo highly upon the Gratitude we ought to ftiew to 
the Gentlemen of our Army, 

The Queftion being put the Motion was reje&d : Noes 249, 
Yeas 1 64, So the Eefolution was agreed to. 

tFe&ntstryti6, My Lord Sundon acquainted the Houfe^that he tanA 
ad a Peiiiion in his Hand from the Dean and Chapter of 
i^'eftmififler. Upon which he opened the Nature of the Pe- 
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titioTij and Sir fto)3crt Walpolc, by his Majefty*3 Comfi 
acquainted the Hoafe, that his Majefly being informed 
the Contents of the faid Petition, rccammended it ^ i 
Confideration. 

(Then the faid Petition was brough* up and read, fetting'^k 
forth that faid Collegia re Church came into the Hands of H 
the firll Dean and Chapter unfitjifhcd, and by Length of Time ^ 
and Badnefs of the Materials, became fo rainous/ thai m ^1 
the eighth and ninth of William ILL in Regard to its hang ^ 
of antientand Royal Foundation, an annual Sum for a cer* 4 
tain Term of Years^ was granted by Parliament for repair- ;^< 
ing the Jkmej, under the Direction of the Chancellor of the ^ 
Exchequer, the LQrd Chief JtilUce of the King's-Bench, aiui i|| 
theDcanofWcflminller, who were appointed Commiflioners ^i 
for that Purpofe : And that by an A£l paflbd in the ninth of 1 
Queen Anne, a Sum of foar thoufand Pounds per Annum for i 
a certain Term of Years was granted to the faid Commif- j 
ftoners, towards repairing and Anifhlng the ikld Collegiate ^ 
Church and the Chapels of the fame ; and that in Order to l}iti^ 
finishing itj as directed by Parliament, Sir Chri flop her Wreo, 1^ 
then the Surveyor, form'd the Defign of erecting a Spire in tiie 'ju 
middleTower,aModel of which he then prepar^jand aDraught ^ 
of which with the reft of the intended Building, was laid before y 
this Houfe,the laft Seflion ofPaliament ; and that by Afts pailcd U 
in the 6th ,7 thj 8th, and i oth, of his prefent Majelly.the fevcral ^ 
Sums of four thoufand Pounds each Year, have been iffiied y 
and applied to^vards carrying on the faid Works ; And an 2 
Account how the iame has been expended, has been annually | 
laid before this Houfe, and that all the Monies granted as 1 
aforefaid being expended, the faid Works are now at a Staniy \ 
which the Petitioners fubmit to the Confideratbn of thi) |. 
Houfe, acknowledging the Favours Already conferred on the ^ 
faid Collegiate Church, as well by the prefent as by fonofif i| 
Parliaments, and pmying for the Continuance thereof. jy 

After which Lord Svindon mov'd, tJiat the faid Petition be j 
referred to the Co nfi deration of the Committee of the whok y 
Houfe, to whom it was referred to confider further of thc^ 
Supply granted to hb Msjefly. He was feconded by Si^y 
William Yongc, and then Sir Thomas Afton fpoke totW,j 
following Effeft : ;" 

Sir, ^ J^ 

* I remember a Story that was told of a great Favourite rf;, 
King Charles the Second. This Gentleman, who \vas z true j^ 
Cavalier, fought for the Father, and was baniihed with the 
Son, whom he attended all the Time of his Exile. Upoft 
the Reftoratxon of the Royal Family he ftill continued 
follow his Mafter's Fortune, but never mirnled U 
^wn I 'till his continual Attendance at Court, his givj 
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Sir, fays be, yon hai*c been a. very fkithM 
a Tiery conftanc Senrant to me ; I liave had great Satif- 
ham in yooT Company withoat yoar beings Shilling the 
er ftw mc, chough I am pcrl'uadetj your Eib.te has fisf- 
i] con&denibly in myScrvi^* As you arc a Man of 
fcp and fit lOT Bufindi, why 60 not you ask fomcthing 

yourfclf ?^ The Gentleman made no other Return 

Ibjefty at that Time bat a profoand Acknow- 
^XEt OT the Honour he had received, by his, MzjtBy*s be- 
mlndltil of hjm ; but fome Time after, being all alone 
be Kisig i Pray, Sir, fays he to his Majedy, be fo good 
cad nsebalf a Crown, Half a Crown ! atrfwers the 

wbat do yoti mean ? if you have Occafion for a larger 
yois may have i£.-**No, no, replies the Gentleman, 
lall Piece does very well to begin with ; for I have 
>bfcrved, that once put you in the Way of giving, it 
' CO keep you in it, and then you do not care hovr 
yoo gux. 

^hooghthif Story, Sir, cfpecially as to the Modeiiy of 
•dtiooer, may not in every Refpeft be parallel to 
kIc now before us; yet I think there is fomething 
? gfring Humour of the Monarch pretty applicable 
' Coiidu^ on former Occafions of this Nature, The 

Sir, that was origmally asked for, and granted, Jbr 
fa mentioned in this Petition, could have made no 
FiguLTe in the publick Accounts, had we flopt thet« 1 
I .£Ecitfni]lation of that Sum, Sir, from time to time, 
led 'whcn we were in the giving Humour, would make, 
bnio dcfpicable Ardde, if applied towards the Dif* 
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. V ^.'!ngv . 1 4o not fi>eak this as if they were capable o 
iiiiilil'plyjr^aay P:irt of it; but merely from my havii^fi 
v;tc:it a Reipcit tor that venerable Body, that I am unwiIliD| 
iiicy (hould bv* burdened with any other Cares befides thofi 
of their Fundion, which are many and weighty. I an 
theicfore, Sir, furprifed that the honourable Perfon wbfl 
biou^lU up the Petition, fhould appear fo preffing for us to 
v^ruiu it y fmce it is certain we cannot do it without putting 
thcfe good Men to very great Trouble. The Overfeeing d 
a WcrK, Sir, that cofts four thoufand Pounds every Year, 
takes up no fmall Part of a Man's Time 3 and though feme 
Laymen are joined in the G)mmifIion for managing thii 
Bounty, yet we know the Fatigue of it is intirely left to the 
Reverend Clergy. Now, Sir, this is an Injuftice done not 
only to them but to the Laity alfo, who mud fiifier greatif 
by their fpiritual Guides having fo many Avecations from 
the Duties of their Functions; befides, Sir, we are to" con* 
fider, that the Way of Life in which thefe Reverend Perfiw 
have been educated,gives them no Opportunity of knowing thft 
Prices and Materials of Working Men, or of forming a rijh? 
Judgment upon the Sufficiency of their Work j both which 
are very neceflary Qualifications in the Overfeer* of a Bafindi 
of this Nature : So that I dare fay. Sir, the Reverend Gen- 
tlemen will think themfelves highly obliged to this Houfe i{ 
we fhould eafe them of that Trouble ; and this upon a doabk 
Account. Firft, as they will have more Leifure for lookiii 
after their fpiritual Concerns, which, to fuch" difintereftd 
good Men as they are, is a moil invaluable Bleffing; ao^ 
fecohdly, as we can put the Infpeftion of the Work inCt 
Hands who will take care to have it done to the beft Advao 
tage, and at the leaft Expence. Therefore, Sir, lam fo 
letting this Petition lie upon the Table till a Lay Commiffit^ 
for overfeeing the Execution of the Work is made out. 
Sir Robert Walpole faid next ; 
Sir, 
fifrR.Waipoie: Jam intirely of the honourable Gentleman's Mind wb 

fpoke firH, in thinking that more Money has been expends 
upon the Defire of this Petition than perhaps the ParliameU 
expefted when they made the firft Grant for this Purpofi 
But that, Sir, is the very Reafon, why, in my Opinion, W 
ought to agree to the Petition 5 for it would be very MjmM 
in us, after the great Expence the Nation has been at on'tb 
Account, if we fhould leave the Work unfinifhed to laye 
• . • trifling Sum.The Reafons that induced the Parliament at firf 

Sir,to promote and encourage theDefign of repairing and fiiiill 
ing this Church, were fuch as were worthy fo auguft aJSoSg 
Should we let the Church where the Bodies of our greats 
Princes are depofited, and which lately received the Remaif 
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of a Priacefs wljofc Memory inuft be ever dear to Brlraln, Aniw^v ^*] 

be the oijiy Church in the whole Kingdom not properly pro- 4 ^' ' 
vided ^r, we {liould jalUy expoJe oui&lves to the Cenfure of 
the reft of Earope, and of every Stranger who viCus us. The 
Exptiice therefore which the Deiire of this Pettdon requires, 
h^n Expence we ought to be at for own Honour, for the 
HonoLir of the Nation, and let me add, for the Honour of 
the Royal Family. TheJc, and no other, are the Mouve?, 
Sir* that mcline roe to give my Vote for our granting the 
Petition, and I am perfuaded Gentlemen will esfdy concur, 
when they c/jmpare the Reafonabkncfs of the Thiog to the 
Smali nefs o f t he Expence - 

* As to what was urged by the honoujable Gcntletncn 
who fpoke hi\f in that the Infpe£lion of tlie Work ought m 
bcc^inimitied to Laymen, Ijhkujly own titat I was once of 
tb Opinion, aiid I remember one Year that the Experijuent 
was adualiy made. Bat at the iame Time I remember, that 
wivn the Accounts were exaroined, and the Work fur- 
veyed, il was found that we neither Jiad managed fo frugally* 
©Of was the Work fo well executed, as when it was Under 
the InipeSion of the Clergy; Befides that, Sir, the Com- 
inidtoiiers being Mea who liad a great deal of other Buiinefa 
Co mind} feldom thought it worth their while to meet, and 
Id conceri Meafujes for the more e£b£tu^l Dirrying on this 
Work, which by thcfe Means wa* neglected, and it muft 
Hill fa^ if we ftiall put it nnder the Infpcdion of Laymen 
intircly. For, Sir, thoagh we fboold fuppofe th^it they had 
it at Heart to carry the Work on in the moft frugal Manner*; 
jec every one wiil crull to anotlier, till the whole is nc- 
gicifted. Bat, Sir, when we leave the CommijJion in d^e 
,^»j|di of the Clergy, they think it their jy^ty^ they make 
if dhrif Buiinels, they take a Pleafure, I may fay^ a Pride^ 
Id Jeeit^ it carried on to the bcli AdvanE:age. As to the ho- 
nourable Gentleman"' J Fears of its being too great a Burden, 
y^O rend Gentlemen, if they do not elkem it fuch, 

Ifci on that we fhould, I'he Clergy is very feldom 

oppre^ed without complaining ; and f dare fay we never 
lltoold have been troubled with the Petition^ if our granting 
U lUuil be attended with any Inconvenience to the Petitioners » 
We are to coniider. Sir, that the Situation of the Clergy who 
Stieod this Church, is dtfferent from that of thofe who 
bivc the Charge of whole Parilhes on their Hands ; the Pcti- 
tkoers have Tiinc and Lcifure enough toipare ; and gi^^e mc 
Le^ve to fay. Sir, it is a Part of their Office to take all the 
cjue they can both of the Reparations and the Additions which 
iMade to that Church by which they live. Therefore^ 
ir, X am jbr lefezring the Petition to the Committee of Sup' 
|ly. Slid for making no Alteration in the CommiQiotv.^ 

Vot. Vt 2V GwitJt 
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George Hcathcote, Efq; fpokc next as follows : 

' I don^'t think that in the preiiedt State of oar pubti 
Creditj and while the People are alroidy overwhelmed 
Taxes, that we ought to agree to the giving away one S. 
ling of their Money on any Occafion but where it is abfol 
neceffary. The Sam required of os by the Petition^ is 
indeed u very large one i but (mall ss it is^ we are to coU' 
fider that it cornea out of the' People*s Pockets, and the Pur- 
pofes for which it is granted can be of very little, if any Be- 
Jiefit to them, I cannot pretend to account for the Motives 
tJiat induced the Parliament to Isy out fo much of the ptiblJcIt 
Money in adorning and repairing a Church ; but 
thde Motives were, 1 think they ought to have no Infl 
with U5, becaufe in thofc D^ys^ Sir, the People codd 
tofave a little Money on an Occafion of this Kind, tbcif 
Taxea being neither fo heavy, nor their Debts fo large, 
they are now* The right honourable Gentleman who ' 
laft, gave indeed one Reafon, which he fuppofed infloci 
the Parliament on this Occallon ; and that was, beoiafe 
many of our King.s lie buried in that Church, This Keajbn, 
Sir, would have come witli a better Grace from that right 
honourable Gehdenian, could he have added at the fame 
Titre, that ail the Kings there interred were Friends to the 
Liberties of the People. 

* £eJide£, Sir, I don't like thefe annual Pedtions ; th^ 
look ibmewhat like annual Bills. By indulging the Petitioners 
from Year to Year, they may at la ft come to claim it as a 
Kind of Right,and never give it over, LetGentlemcn coniidef. 
Sir, how eafy it is for them to prepare a Model of new M- 
ditions to this Church j under Pretence that they are necelCtryf 
and that we cannot do too much for adorning and. repairing 
fuch an auguft royal Fabrick* The Reafons, Sir, for our 
granting the Defire of this Petition would then be jail as good 
thirty Ycar3 hence as they are now ; and according to the 
right honourable Gentleman's Way of Reafoning who f| 
lall, much better i for it feems the more we grant, the 
we ought to refofe* Therefore, Sir, I fliould have been m 
better pleafed, and ihould have thought it a much fairer 
of Proceeding, had the Petitioners, inftead of asking 
annual Bounty of four thoufand Pounds, petitioned at 
for as much as, in the Opinion of competent Judges, will 
fufficient to compleat the Work according to the prefcnt Mo- 
del, This/ Sir, would have been a fair Way of a^ing j we 
fl^ouJd hav« then known what we were about, and we could 
have granted it in what Proportiotie and at whsit Timea wfl 
found moitcoavenient: WW§as, what we do now is m thi 
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hope, ?-. i I : --n v» n.T r^-:i. v.l:-.: .. r.: : -^ -^-^i 

build cp i^ i^ Hi^iV, izii is<, 1 kr-rar ^,'H ii'.;v>, :; 
woolc sa.1* c:^ =^t s -;r I £-j: nrir -. r; :v: w irvi r:*. :; :\ 
it (hoBa^T ziTt r:=i; = R— - ixrr:^ 1 hii -.:>?■/: a>.-; ".-j^ ^m\ 
iL So zz^% il-, I -.zT-tW zrrcs \.::>. :\r r..*..:^ l.ox\l 
whofporie li^, iz iLi-kL-'g i: inirrict.cb'c t,^ c,'U*i .^ v.it^ 
the exACt Sac fzi: :h:5 Work Dcay rt>qa:rf. H.-.o K Sir. 
fottiecn tii£t the Rcpiin of this eld Hou:"c of iriiv uould 
have coil me mere Money than the bi:i'.iiirci ;i r.i \v imu\ %uv* 
any Gectlemzn imagine that I would rot ra:hcr h.*.vr wi ;)• 
boot the one than the other ? Therefore, Sir. I Mv.k it i^ of 
c.! no G>n^uence to us to have any F.llini.icc L\id Wuhx- im. 
y\ becauie it is impoiiible we cin have :i juil qw ; and w hil« 
,-| we grant the Petition from Year to Yoar, the M.uj.jj'ris \\i|| 
i^i\ be £e better Husbands of what Money comes tottirir 1 l.nui'i, 
and the Work will be carried on to more Adv:iittJi(^r, in ur^^ 
der to encourage us to grant more.* 

^« Mi. 
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Mr* Wpmfyokt ncitt to tKe foUawing Eifeft: 

* I am for letting the Pet it Jon lie upon the Table, zni f 
doin| nothing in the Al&ir this Year, were it Ibr no qtfwt 
Rcamn but to put the Petitisners in Mitid, rhat wc majr 
gunt or refute this Money jtift 2s we pleafe. For, Sir, if 
this Billfhould pafs in couffe every SefEonj the Reverend Pe- 
titioners may chim cKaC as a Right which b n<>w only 
Indulgence/ 

Sir Wiliam Yonge replied to this as follows i 
Sir, 

' I believe. Sir, that there is no ctriltiEed NaiioD 
m the World, that does not look upon the repairing awl 
impraving thofc Works which their Ancetl^n or * 
Princes kit 1^5 Monuments, either of their Piety or 
Grandeur, to be m publick Concern. Former ParlL 
Sir^ in this Nation j ftem to have been of Opinio^ ihnC 
Work more deferred the Regard of the Pablick than 
miiifter-Abbey^ which I look upon to be tlie fincft Thh 
this Nation; and il would give Foreigners a very odd No 
of our Polit^nefs, and of our Gratitude to the Memory t ' 
Princes, if we ihould let it (land in its prefent Conditioo/ 
pecially asfo fmall a Sam is required to finifh it. For 
I dare fay the noble Lord was right In his Conjee 
will not require above thirteen or fourteen thoui^i..: V 
more ; and when it is complented, I will be bold taifl 
that it will excel any thing of its Kind in Eatope. 
men may remember what an Expence the Natigh 
to by out votitig fifty new Chtirches to be bulk. Butt 
ixi my Opinion, ic is as worthy the Dignity of ihit Hoafe 
to prefcrve atid adorn this old Church, as it Waft tf> build 
fifty new ones, Gii^e mfe leave likewife to fay. Sir, that tbii ^ 
petition would not have met with half the Oppt'ii 
had it been offered for the Reparation of any Bu 
Church. 

' As to the Fears the honourable Gertlemsn who I 
laft is uhder, left the Petitioners Ihould claim that Ih ' 
as a Right which is now only an Indulgence, I tljinfc tVt 
Parliament fully anfwered that Objeflion two or three Ytin 
ago; for I remember, Sir, that when this Petition wn^ nrr^ 
fented, the Parliament thought fit to rejeft it. 
honourable Gentleman fcemcd to apprehend thit f\xn\ 
ditions would be made to the Fabrick, and futh n 
involve 03 in unforefeen Expenccs. We have alt. Sir. 
the Model of the Building that b de%i*d, and vtt €it 
.never imagine ihat the Reverend Ovcrieers of th- 
makt any Additions to that Model, withotitthc . 




^o4el, T fee no Re^fon for our apprehending that l^ve fhaU 
ie pm to any extra ordinary Exp«nce. The MoDey that 
has alreatiy been gnitiEed for thh Effed, has been do!/ 
accounted for by the Petitioners, and I never haVeyec heard 
that any Objeftion^ were made to their Accotmts ; on the 
ccntrarv, I have heard it often affirmed, that the Money 
that has been granted was tngnagcd in the m oft frugal Man- 
ner, and to the beft Advantage. When we find that it is not 
fot IT will be time enough then to put the Management of 
the Work into other Hand?, or to withdraw our Bounty en^ 
tifdy. Thefc Canfiderationsj Sir, are^ I thitik, more than 
hmd&nt to determine us to come to a Refolution upon tho 
I tnade by the noble Lord who brought tap the Petition ; 
bft h another Confideration that 1 hope will always 
I Weight with thb Houfc, and chat. Sir, K ^^^ ^^' 
f\ Keeorninendatioti. I think. Sir, it will be treating 
with Difrefpcftj if we fbould have no Regard to 
fiitiendation in an Affair that can coft us fo very 
aud which, tlio* it did not come fo ftrong^y tecom* 
edj b in itftlf fo highly reafonablc.^ 

I Reply being tnade to this, the Qpeftion was f^U if toac^nmiitce. 
Petition ibould be referred to the Confideration of the 
brpmittec of the whole Houft, to whom it h referred to 
nfider further of the Supply granted to his MaJEfty ? A DI- 
Bon followed J and the QpeHion paf&M in the Affirmative* 
lOn a Divlfion, Yeas tj^- Noes 6j* 
llmmcdktely after this Queflion was over, before the 
■ceeded on Jiny otKer Btifinefsj George Heathoote 
cas follows T 



► TbcFtiltioflf* 




* As I tbink that on all ttands it has been 
fe the Tntereft of the Reverend Petitioners 



agreed that 
that Weft- 



mo^e^ For an 
Efl^irnafi: af ibd 

imiler- Abbey fhotild be finifliM and repaired according to D«nwidciiiipufflf 

! Draught of the Model laid before this Honfe laft Seffion, ^**^^*^' 

^s very great Encomitini5 have been nisde upon their 

^ y As well as good Management^ I think it would be 

TV proper for us to enquire whether or not foitie Part of 

Revenue* anncx'^d by the Royal Founders to the Abbey, 

^1 not been allotted for theExpencesof the Fafarick. This^ 

' Opinion, will have a very ^ond Effe£t. l^irft, k will 

Opportunity of doing juftice to the Integrity ef 

Trend Petitioners. Secondly, it will be of great 

Gentlemen when this Affijr comes to be fettled in 

^Cbmmittte, Befides, Sir, tho' it flionid appear from 

i^niry that no fach Allotment has been made, I think 

emeu ought to make themfelves Judges how far it is 

"^ile^ khat fomcPart of the laxge Revenues enjoyed 

by 
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fcy, Sir. t-: I: :, 

ccmtf . ^'c»r csr. 

tic.' without vrc!i' 
fr.c-iirs the Fc- 



I cnerlifsrd 
5* :^DZ. GcD- 
.: -Tt -irsui n£ ~ffi"— j"f:c to i£v bexorc 
: Jr. "i- 12.7 ;:':_:: :~-Z:ti:5. that he 
- r-:- i:t H:>='t i- isl:.: Idsjincr he 
r* zit izr. GtiL^n^r wouli think it 
L y : :' ?r:.r*?i.r j : irii r>e =:- Leave to 
L ?r:-:t*ii'* ■ r-' -• '-■'•. '-'> :~ Cafes of 
'^ • of Mea 



C .^ J . k 



the ?.ono-rtf.b'e Gtz 



i i ?.:;:! rzzTiL.'i.zz: to:?, ii con- 
r -, L'lw r%f cin ipei ro iis Mo- 
^ :"-^ ?.:';: cf c:— zica Juiiicc, and 
: :;' ^: Prrp^rrr. Beace=, Sir, 
iZ cc-es zc: rc£fc:. ±1: vc ait do 
Court of Rcccrd, and rhtrefcre cir.r.c: cb.ige the Pedtionen 
to exhibit their Rights to thefe PclTffHor^ bc^re us. So that 
iti« not re? 11/ in cjr Pcwer :2ccr?-c:o r.ry ?.i-b!uiion upon 
thi: Mrytion. Ar.d Sir, ihoiild we ir.:.ke 2 S:rc:cH in this 
Cife, I (hould be vtry ferry to fi: in this Hccfe while we 
came to a Refolution, thit might give the Wcr'.o Region to 
thir.k, that we defign'd to carry cur Power farther than our 
Jufticc. There msy, ir.deed, fbme psrtic-iar Cafes come 
before us, in which it is r.eccff ry, that one of the Parties 
cxpl'iin or prove his Right of Poffeffiori ; bat this tho* it 
fddom happens, is always done voluntarily by :h.it Party, 
that the If oufc mny more clenrly comprehend this Cafe. And, 
Sir, I !x;licve the hon. Gentlcmsn cannot find one Precedent 
• where this Houfe obliged a P^rty to fubmit to our Judgment, 
or the P.';pcrs and Securities by which he or they enjoy their 
Kilatcs or Income. We have no Reafon to doubt^ Sir, that 
the C1cr;ry have as good a Right by Law to what they en- 
joy as any of us have to our private Eflates : Nor do I think 
thnt cither Juftice or Reafon obljge them to lay put any Part 
of tlicir Income upon repairing' the Church, or upon theft 
Alterations or Additions. As for their living by the Church, 
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all the Qer^ iliroaglioifC the Kiit^m liVe by their 
Chaich^ i yet, Sir, that is no Reafoa that cEch of diem 
fhould be at the Expence of repairing hn refpc^ive Chinch* 
So that, I hope. Sir, when GcDdemcii cotifidcr the CotuV 
qocncie of £his Motion » they will let it drop. I ckre fay, 0a 
Gentlemen fufpech that I oppofe k from auy other Mopvcs 
thai* the Principles of common Eqtiit}\ which are always 
bk to the Maxims of good Poliqir. There was, in- 
d, a Time, when this Houfe^ and the L^iflziturie in geae* 
had Reafon to be jealous of every ConceiTioa in 
_fc7ottr of the Clergy; but. Sir, that Set of Clergy is 
almoii extinct, and the Principles and A£ltons which 
f once gave 115 very good Grounds for ftich a Jcaloufy, 
him now almoil entirely worn out. And a^ their Sue* 
HBdlbrs behave with that Submiffion and Regard for the 
H^overiunent that becomes their Charader, I think. Sir, they 
HKTerve ihe Protection and Indulgence of P;irliament, I be- 
lieve it cannot be pretended by Gendemen, that fmce I had 
the Honour to be concerned in the Admin iibration, the 
Ocjgy have met with any extraordinary Indulgence from the 
Government, or that any of the High- Flyers amongft them 
have been encouraged. But, Sir, I mull own, that a Pe- 
tition from the Clergy, if they aft us Miniitcrs of Peace, and 
if the Perition is reaionable in itfclf, will never be Ififs a- 
greeable to me bccaufe it is in favour of the Clergy. £ 
ftoold not have troubled the Houfe about an Adir which I 
think has taken up but too much of our Time already, had I 
not perceived an unufual Spirit of Oppofition to this Petition^ 
from Gentlemen whom, by their former Conduft, I never 
iufpe^led as Enemies to the Clergy, even in the moft exorbi- 
tant Claims* and their moll exalted Tory Principles, 
William Pulteney, £iq; fpoke next as follows. 
Str, 

I am forry that I am obliged on this Ocoiiton to differ WiHttj rrftciwr 
bm the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion ; but 1 

of having one Opportunity of fpeaking on the fame Acc^t of"iiat ' 
of the QLieftion with tnj right honourable Friend who uoUw^^^^d^ 
by me. It is certain. Sir, that it would be a very na- broikirtg oro 
denied thing in us, fo much as to pretend to make any '* 

ation in the Funds appointed for the Maintenance of 
Dein and Chapter, It is likewifc certain, Sir, that 
qmnot compel chem to make any Contribution out of 
private Emoluments, towards repairing or finifhing the 
ch» A great many Reafon s. Sir, induce me to be of 
Opinion that the Revenues of the Church cannot be better dif- 
poifed of than they already are ; and one among the reft. Sir, 
1^ that the right venerable Bifhop is Ground Jandlond to 
voy caiw^niejic Lodgings there, eaitrcmely proper. 
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' ^ *• %^ i*^ i« » Mar jgririnmeac Hauie, ir iis S^eiB 
A'j-5 ,a. iii CLiC acr Caimrr, iir- :i iucL oa ivinr' i 
adtf JC4a riie dbcrscfc Wiosie; of 3t:::r nrnTCffiaiTs . 

IfM^xn, 7«r racer aar crrxii iri^Bies viuoi aruit nrs; 

>W^ I citnw: «c ££f<e i jiid i xie ::> ffTi^ii-g ifber, , 
M^foe/ we g^Rue ^ xrdieSaw:r:cfd» irjiscicx ; xzc 
I t*%MX Vktf tmpJL %r, at 'aji zxst.tz be. I r^nlTilf ixan 
Yery wt;!! ^itatkd tci haurt caazlijed sizx cse hcocczacue 
tkMA*» Modbcty ^ cac Sg=i rr-rginrrt tar «cre ca b 
flie4 far tiiit Sappcn of be CLet^. &c 3d rsox b a 
Caie^ Sir, I b^ Ixatc kcs^j go Bacvie, coat cae 
mkS <:haf>ceror cfae O&pafitCkisck of Sc Pccer Wd 
Her do Uy ixibre ihii Hoofe as Acaicnt of wcax Mom 
l«eA rcceircd bf then ferlbrcn Yczc kft {&&, tor bee 
lip G/omid in the £ud Quzicli or FUces ac^janrnr, & 
fttk, aod lor tn&mg Mowonicnti tkoc, and bov dbc 
hltmty has bccnap^kd by tfaantoiBanb tbcBqain 
Aniibifigof tbeiaidCbiirdiaiid Erfiion d rirnmo bdoi 
lor feven Years laft pa^* 

NoOppoficion being made, the Hqnfe came to a Ri 

tion uf)onth»Motioa;aiid theiaidAcoDiittwKaccoxc 

agreed to. 

^^Jfa^^TT w77 Weinef.March 3.Bir,AIdeniian Pcny prefented to thct 

iMito Mirifcjnu '^ a Petition of divers Merchants^ and Planters, and otken 

jJJUfXfirSI!^/^ ding to, and interefted in the Britiih Plantations in Am 

^«<iiM« on behalf of themielves and many others, {etdag forth tha 

plication was made tothisHoufe, in the Year 1728, a| 

the many unjuil Seizures and Depredations, tlvU had 

icvcral Years preceding, been committed by the Spai 

in America upon his Majcfty's Subjedb, whilll thqr 

carrying on their fair and lawful Trade in thoTe Pajts; 

which Application, this Houfe came to a Refolation, * 

' from the Peace, concluded at Utrecht, in the Year i 

' to tliis 'J'ime, The Britifh Trade and Navigation, tc 

' from the fcveral Britifh Colonies in America, has 

' sreatly interrupted by the continual Depredations oi 

' Spaniards, who have feized very valuable Efl^dls, am 

* juHly taken and made Prize of great Numbers kX B; 
^ i>hips and Veflels in thofe Parts, to the great Lo& 
' Damage of the Subjeds of this Kingdom, and in mai 

* Violation of the Treaties fubfifling between the 

* Crowns C And that this Houfe was pleafed humbly tc 
drefi his Majeiiy thereupon ; and that the Spaaiaids c 
nuins their Depredations on the Britiih Subfeds, andni 
tis&ttion havii^ been obtained for thofe before ayuai 



a fanner Application was made lo this Hoole, m the Year 
T730, complaining of the great Interrupt Ions given by the 
Spaniards ib the Trade snd Navigation of this Kingdom^ and 
their cruel Treatment of the BntifTi Subje^^ 1 and that this 
Houfc, having again takeo this Matter into their Confide- 
ration, and examined imo the fame with the utmoll Delibe- 
ratJon> came to a Refolotjon : ^* That an hurrible Addrefs be 

* prefented to hia Mr^jefty, that he will be gracioufly plea fed 

* to continue his Ifindeivours to prevent the Depredations of 

* the Sp^miards, for the futare ; to procure ful! Sati,sfaftion 

* for the Damages already fuftained ; and Co fecure to the 
Britilh Subjects, the fiill and tininterrupted Exercifc of 
their Trade and Navit^tion to, and from the Britifh Co- 
lo tiics in America,* Which Addrefs was prefcnted to his 

Majefty accordingly ; and reprefenting to the Houfe^ that 
the Spaniards have paid fo little Regard to his Maje fly's molt 

fracious Endeavours, that they have continued iheir Depre- 
ation.% aim oft ever ^t\c^ the Treaty of Seville^ and more 
paicicuiarly la ft Year have carried them lo a greater Height 
than ever ; they having arbitrarily feized fcveral Ships, with 
iheir EiFcifts, belonging to his Majefty's SubjeftSj on the 
high Seas, in the deilincd Conrfe of their Voyages to and 
from the Britifh Colonies, amonnting to a very confiderable 
Value ; and that the Captains or M afters of fome of the faid 
Ships were, according to the kft Advices of the Peti- 
tioners, and are (as tna Petitioners believe) at this Time 
confined by the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies^ and the Crews 
are now in Slavery in Old-Spain, where ihey are moll inha- 
manly treated;, and that that cruel Nation make it their 
Pra^Ice to attack and board all Britifh Merchant Ships, 
they meet with in the American Seas, under Pretence of 
feardiing for Goods, which they deem contraband or not, 
accofiding to their own arbitmry Will and Pleafurej con- 
trary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeft Violation of 
the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns ; and that 
by thefe unjnfl and violent Proceedings of the Spaniards, the 
Tiade and Navigation to and from America is rendered 

I very unfafe and precarious; infomuch^ that the In fu ranee 
from Jamaica has greatly nfen on thefe Accounts only ; ^nd 
that* without fome fpeedy and effednal 'Bemedy, the A- 
taerJC^ Trade and Navigation will be (together WJth the 
Ke venue of the Crown arlfing therefrom J very much dimi- 
niJIieJ^ if not entirely loft ; and farther reprefenting to the 
Houfcp that^ although his Catholick M:ijefty has ftipulated 
by the Treaty of Seville, and by the Declaration of 173 s 
relative thereunto, to caufc Repai^ation to be forthwith made 
to the unhappy Sufferers, yet there h no Inftance of its 
hairing been done; fo far from it, that, wMlft the Et\t\ftv 
m mrt 
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Sal^'efb bave been amufed with vain and fruidds Hope 

Satisfa£lion, the Spaniards have committed farther lofuki 
and Depredatjoni upon th^m, and A ill continue the fame 
unjdl P raft ices; and that thcCedulas or Orders given by tk 
Court of Spain to their Governors in America, are only ol- 
ciliated (as the Petitioners by Experience have great Reafoo 
to apprehend) to evade giving Satis faftion to the British Sub- 
jefts i for there has never been one of the Cedulas coraplid 
withj nor any Governor recalled, norpunifbed for hisJDif- 
obcdicnce, as the Petitioners ever heard ; and tiijai, for ttiff 
Kitioa to afifume the Power of detaining or rummaging the 
Britiih Ships upon their lawful Voyages in the Amcrrois 
Seas. undtT Pretence of fearching for contraband Goods, 15 in 
Effi:^ C^^ ^^^ Petitioners conceive) claiming and e%erci£Dg 
the fole Sovereignty of thofe Seas; and that if dte 
Spaniards be fulFe red to a£l in this injurious Manner^ lo ifl^ 
fult the Perfons of his Majcfty's Subjed^j or to pJ under 
them of their Property, the Petitioners apprehend, rhe ibw 
will be attended, not only with great Obftni£tton to t'm 
valuable Branch of our Commerce and NavEg,TCiot], h& 
alfo witli Confequences very fatal to Great- Britain itfelj 
and as the Meafures hitherto purfucd have pwrd 
incffe^tualj praying the Houfe to take the Premifes inw 
their mature Oanfideration^ and provide fuch timely and 
adequate Remedy* for putting aa End to all Infulta and De- 
predations on the Bricifh Subje^s, ajrto the Houfe fhall feem 
meet, as well as procure ("uch Relief for the unhappy Safe- 
rers, as the Nature of their Cafe, and the JulVice of tbcff 
Caufe require ; and that they may be heard by thcmfdi)e 
^mi Coemfcl thereupon. 

Upon this ttie Chair faid ; 
Gentlemen> 

• Tho' my Office, while I am in the Chair, deprives 
of having any Share in your Debates, yet it obli^ me 
decLre what are the Forms of the Houfe. As I oonceiw 
this to be a Point of Form, it is my "Duty to acquaitic yoa, 
that fo fer a5 l have yet obferved, it never was the MetW 
of this Houfe to admit Parties to be heard by themfelves acd 
CounfeL The Motion that h always made in fuch Cafes 13, 
that the Petitioners be admitted to be heard by tbemfdvcsui 
CounfeL If therefore the honourable GentlentJiA wbo 
made the Motion, is not fatished that I put tJie Queiioai 
"Whether it is your Pleafurc that the Petitioners be bcaid 
touching the Matter of this Petition by themfclvcs or O 
lel^ I muH beg Leave to Cake the Senfe of the Houfe 
regard to the Terms in which I am to put the Qjjelilon u; 
tlie prcfcnt Motion,* 
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Birjokn Barimrd fbnding up, fpokc Co the Mhwmg Effefl : 
Sir, 

* I do not pretend to be fo well acquainted with the Fornix 
€»f the Honfe, as to give my Opiniorv whether tlic Petitioners sir johft Birnird- 
^Mugbc CO be beard by themrelvcs ani^ Counfeli or by them- 
^■lelves or Coimf^l : But, Sir, X know that ihb Petition u 
^r feumkd upon Fafis, and I (hould be forty to fee the Ddiga 
V of it defeated by a fcnipulous Adherence to any Poinu of 
Form whatfocver. The Re<jueil of the Petitionct*, Sir, 
however as to Form it may bi extraordinary, yet in Point 
, of Rjeaibn, in my Opinion, 15 juiHiiable, Moll of the Peti- 
tions upon which Gounfel is prayed to be heard at the Bar of 
I tlii$ Houfe, are again It Bills depending before the Houfe ; 
and Gentlemen, in the Courfe of iuch Bills pafling the Houfe, 
iiave Opportunities of making tbcmfelves Millers of the 
Ckfe I (q that the Counfel have lit fie elfe to do, but to prov^ 
Irom Fri£b that the Bill depending is either unjutl in itfelf, 
by aifeding the Property of the Perfona that pecition^ or by 
dalhing or being incortfillent with fome former Law. Bu^ 
Sir, the Cafe of the prefent Petitioners is widely different i 
repeated Lofies they have met with, and the Injuries they 
ve fuilained in their Trade, can never fo well be under- 
wood from the Mouth of a Lawyer, as from their own ; be- 
caufe. Sir, it is impoflible for the ableil . Lawyer either td 
be fo well inllriiiled In the Intereils and Claims of the fc- 
reral Petitioners, or £0. explain the feveral Terms of Com- 
merce and Navigation that muft neceffirily occur in this Af~ 
&if, ib as to be undcrllood by Gentlemen unacquainted with 
thcfe Matters. Therefore, Sir, I humbly think it will be 3 
Hardihip upon the Petitioners, to deny them a Requeil of fo 
little Importance as tl;e prtfent, merely becaule it interferes 
vvich a Matter of Form. I beg Leave to f^iy^ Sir, tliat 
Forma cannot be better known Uun by Precedence, and f be^ 
li€ve it will puzzle any Gentlen^tan to find a Pieoedent of a 
Cafe parallel to the preient, whether we confidcr che long 
Courfe of Injuries which fome of the Pelitioaerfi have ful- 
tainKl, the' melancholy Situation to which *fCheTS of diem 
arc redLiced, or its Importance to the Tr^*?* the Honour, 
aad Safety of Britain. Therefore, Sir, I -i"! of Opinion we 
^Qght to make no DiiKcuhy of agrtei'g to the Requeil of 
the Petition, 
This occafioned fome HditatioJ* ^^^ then Sir WillJam 
I Windbam faid : 

I * I think. Sir, that Gentler^ri are extremely obliged to '"^^ wmj** 
I jflcmr C^Tc, in putting tliem y Mind of the ufual Form of 
LjProceedijig, andam intireh'of y^u^Opii^w^^ with regard to 
B||lipref€nt Motion. 1 b^^ve no Gentleman here can fuf- 
^Bfg thai X ^^y^ J19t nfiiVarm a Senfc of the Injuries our 
^■^ Q Z M«rckam* 

L L^ 
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Merchants have fuRalned, as any Gentleman here ; "but, Sif> 
I think wc ought to proceed in a parliamentary Method, and 
n^c make any Innovations in our Forms, except where it is 
abfolutely ivcccflkry* For my own Pajt^ Sir, in the prefent 
Cafe, I judge it is fo far from being abfolutely ncceflkry, 
that it wotild do the Petitioners a Prejudice, As to what my 
honourable Friend mentioned about a Counfel's not being 
able to put mercantile Affairs in fuch a Light as to be tho- 
roughly understood by Gentlemen ^ I am intirely of his Opi- 
nion ; but then I think the Fetitietiers ought to appear at 
our Bar not as Counfel, but as Evidences for themfelves. This, 
Sir J will effisAually anfwer all the Ends that my honourahlc 
Friend propofcs, and will preferve our Method of Proceeding 

in its ordinary Form If therefore. Sir, theCouniH fliall 

advance a Fad that requires Proof, or touches upon a Point 
that wants Explanation, I think it is highly juft that the Pe- 
titioners fhould be admitted as Evidences, and be allowed to 
anfwer fuch Que ft ions as (hall be propofed either by Gentle* 
men, or by their Counfel. This, I conceive. Sir, b but 
fair, and would infpire our Merchants with a Confidence in 
the Juttice of this Houfe/ and let the World fee that we arc 
refoived to leave no Means untried which may contribute to 
give us right Information, in an Affair that fo nearly con- 
cerns the rropcrdes of our Fellow Sdbje^s, and the Dignity 
of the Nation »* 

Sir Robert Walpole fpokc next, to the following PurpoS 

Sir, 
* I mufi humbly beg leave to dif^r in my Senttmentsi 
this Affair, from both the honourable Gentlemen, The Judj 
ment. Sir, which, in my Opinion, we Ihould form iji th" 
Cafe, ought to he grounded on Fa6ls as they arc fairly i 
prefented, not as they are artfully aggravated. Every Ge 
tleman, Sir, I believe, from his bare Refleflion on the In 
juries our Merchanta have received from Spain, feels wit 
his own Breall an Indignation arife, which there Is no < 
fion to in«re:/e hy the Power of Eloquence, or the Arts of 1| 
I^aw^er. Wt^^ji Gentlemen, Sir, fee an AfFair through tfa 
Mift that Paffioi throws before their Eyes, it is next to It _ 
poffiblc they fhouk fopm a juH Judgment, I believe there is 
fc^rce any Gendem^ti here who is not acquainted with as 
much Geography* an^aj much of the Hillory» both of 
Britain and Spain, as m^ enable him, from a plain Reprc- 
fentation of FaflSj to judg^ whether the Allegations in ihb 
Petition be true or falfe. ^^^^ Sir, are not the Merchants 
themfelves the moft proper bods for giv mg in fuch a Re- 
prefentation ? Arc they not m^ immediately intereacd m 
, the Faftsl Where thtn is the Nci^flity, Sir, of having Coiin- 
lel todo thb! Or what Occalion^ ^^^ {g there to work up* 

on 



Jy by ihemielves and (Jouniel ; bat if it 
►Ic that we could indulge them in other Advantages, we 

e to do it To talk of working upon Paflions ! Can 

fclan's Paffions be wound up to a greater Height, can an}f 
's Indignation be more raifed than every free-born En- 
man's murt bci when he reads a Letter which I received 
loraing, and which I have now in my Hand, This Letter, 
gives an Account that feventy of our brave Sailors are 
in Chains in Spain, Our Co un try men in Chains! and 
rsto Spaniards ! Is i30C this enough,Sir, to iitc theCoIdefl ? 
rt this enough. Sir, to roufeall the Vengeajice of a na- 
.1 Refentmenc ? And ih all we. Sir, iit here debating a- 
Words and Fornix, while the Sufferings of otir Coun- 
en caH out loudly for Rcdrefi :' 

rdercd that the mid Petition be referred to the Confider- 
I of a Committee of the whole Houfe, and that it be an ^ *^*' *^'^ 
u£lion to tlie faid Committee that thty do admit the faid 
:ioncrs to be heard, if they think B.t^ by themfelves or 
ttfcl, before the faid Committee, 
[r- CoEer, one of the Members for Brifto!, then pre- 
d 10 the Houfe a Petition of the Mailer, Wardens, Af~ ^!^ '^^^ 
\fs» and Commonalty of the Society of Merchant- Ad- 
arers, within the City of Eriftol, under their common 
» and the fame was read ; fetting forth, that for 
t Years pail, the Britifh Trade and Navigation, to 
from the Britllh Colonies and Plantations in America, 
been greatly interrupted and expofed to the continual 
Its ana Depredations of the Spaniards in thofe Seas, 
EC they have taken and made Prizes of great Numbers of 
[toShips and VefTels, in their Palla^e to and from, the 
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^*~* Ijr^.' "* therefore praying the Conlideration of the Houle, and foifi 
f^^^^*^J-i^ timely and adequate Remedy in the Premifes, as to thi# 

Houfe ihall feem £t. 
orcfcrM to be Ordered, Tfiat the faid Petition be referred to the Cbnfi- 

Smii^^ deration of the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom thi 
Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others, tradiog 
to, and intereiled in, the Britiih Plantations in America, oa 
Behalf of themfelves and many others, is referred. - 

Ordered, That it be an Inftrudion to the faid G>mmittee^ 
that they do admit the Petitioners to be heard, if they think 
fit, by themfelves or Cbonfel, before the (aid Conunittee. 
5?o?tte A^n*"" N^^ ^^ prefented a Petition of Samuel Bonham, Chri^ 
oaiicy. pherAflley, Benjamin Weal, and Jofeph Crowcher, Owneif: 

of the Ship Ann Galley, Jofeph Spackman Mafier, Borthol 
one hundred and thirty Tons, or thereabouts, on Behalf q| 
themfelves, and the Mariners, and Seamen of the Gif 
Ship, and the fame was read ; fetting forth, tb^t dhf^ 
Petitioners on the 4th of December 1728, and iince, hsnfi 
delivered to his Grace the Duke of Newcaftle, one of I " 
Majefty's principal Secretaries of State, feven Memorials 
Petitions addreikd to his Majefly, and /our others deliv< 
at the Council-Board, each Memorial and Petition fetl 
forth the great Lofs and Damage, the Petitioners have 
ceived by the unjuft Capture and Seizure of their Ship A 
Galley and her Cargo by the Spaniards on the 13th of Jo 
1728, in her Way from Guinea to Jamaica, after the Pa ' 
cation between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain 
not only agreed on, but notified to ttie refpedivc Gc 
ments in the Weft Indies, the fame being notified at Jai 
the 3d of June, and at Carthagena, in New Spain, the ig 
of the fame Month ; and the Value of the faid Skip and f 
go, with the Freight, Sec. hath been attefled on the O 
of the Mader and ^veral of the Officers and People belo 
ing to the faid Ship Ann Galley, when taken by the ~ 
niards, to be worth 10,500!. Sterling, . and upwands, be 
the Lois of Interefl for that Sum to this Time, beij^ 1 
waids of nine Years ; in all which Memorials and Petiti~ 
the Petitioners moft humbly befought his MajeHy's Fav 
IntereiL and Protection, in recovering their Lofs and 1« 
mage from the Spaniards ; yet that, notwithftandit^l 
Majefly^s Goodne^ in endeavouring, by all peaceable WiJ 
and Methods, to obtain Satisfadion for fuch their Lois a 
Damage, it plainly appears to the Petitioners, that thoie( 
dulas are no more than Delufions and Shews o! JufliGe ; 
his Majefly hath been gracioufly pleafed to fend teveral i 
€f War from Jamaica to demand RefHtution at St, J^ 
Cuba, and by his Minifter Benjamin Keene, £^; at 
C^t qf Spain^ hath made Defflan4 of Uie &id Ship 
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nplaining of the iinjuH Capture of the (kid Ship Robert, 

Interpoficiori, that 






lice and Reltkution might be done them; but receiving no 
ffadion, and ihe Spaniards contiDmug their Depredations^ 
Petitioners joined in a Pecrtion with other Mcrcliants of 
ifiol to this Houfe in 1730, and then, ss they conceired, 
Dved the Allegations thereof, when this Houfe thought fit 
"; his Majeily, th;it he woukl be gracioully pleafed to 
ftrinue his Endeavours Lo prevent ihe Deprediuioiis of the 
iiard^ for tJie future, and to procure full Sausfafiiion for 
s Damages fultaincd ; whercupoUj Commiliarlea were ap- 
by Virtue of the Treaty of Seville 1 and that the 
tltioner^ having made Application to them, as well as to 
Kcerie his Klajelly's Miniller at the Court of Madrid, 
a Memorial fetting forth and authenticated Papers annex- 
thereto* proving the Unjuilncis of the Capture of the faid 
lip, and the Lois fultained ; which was delivered to his 
i-ace the Duke of Newca!lle> about the Month of July 
t^i} but that, no Relief being had thereupon j the Peti- 
bncr^ again petitioned his Majeily in the Month of Septem- 
laft ; which was alfo delivered to his laid Grace, and has 
fince tranfmitted to Mr. Xcene ; but no Anfwer being 
e turned thereto, there is no Probability or Expectation of re- 
-Ceiving any Saiisfadion ; and therefore praying the Houfe, 
H the Meafures hitherto purfued have proved ineiFe<i±uaU 
^K take the Premifes into farther Confidcradon, and grant 
Kch Relief, as to the Honfe ihall feem meet, and that die 
^^litionera may be heard by themlclvcs and Counlel ihcre- 

Ordered, That the iaid Petition be referred to the Confi- RerenM m th^ 
pradon of the Committee of the whole Hoafe, to whom ^^^"'w*^***^- 
fcc Petition of divers ^lerchants. Planters, and others, trad- 
EOi and intereiled in, the Eridfh Plantations in Anie- 
on Behalf of themfdvei, and many others^ is re- 

' Ordered, That k be an Inftruaion to faid Cojhmittee^ 
at they do admit the Petitioners 10 be heard, if they 
'ttk fit, by themlelves sr Counll^l, before the faid Com^ 

flttee* 

^ Mr/PultemJ. 

Sir, ^ ^ ^ 

I * We have now before us an AfFatr, in which, tho' it h Mr. FiJ»ncH 

licited by the Merchants only of one Denomination, yet 
ere is not a Merchant in Great Britain who^ in fome De- 
ec or other, may not be faid to be concerned • It is not, 

r, 3ts ha^ been ftiggefted, an impotent Clamour of a few 
Exugglers, whofe Elfe^s have been jultly fcqueilered for 
irying 00 an illicit Trade ; hiit an humble and a \xl^ Ik^- 
Vol, V P m^Ti- 
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Anno ri. Ceo. II. monftrancc of a very confiderablc Body of the bcft Friend 
tiiiTrx^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ Intereil and Conftitution of their G>untry. It 
^^-ould wrong the Honour and Juftice of this Houfe, Sir, to 
fufpeft, that if the Petitioners prove the Allegations con- 
tained in their feveral Petitions, they fhall not receive all 
the Relief that it is in oar Power to give. But, Sir, there 
are other Places where an ef&dual Redrefs for their Injuries 
jnufl be folicited. I fhall not, Sir, go about to accuie any 
cne before I am certain that the Allegations exhibited in the 
Petitions are true ; but one Petition that has been now read, 
makes a very extraordinary Impreffion upon me. The Pe- 
titioners, Sir, pretend that the King of Spain's Officers in 
America have dared to difobey the moft pofitive Orders 
obtained from their Mafter at his Majefty's Inftances. Can 
any Getleman, Sir, imagine, that the Spaniih Officers durft 
have a&ed in this Manner without the Connivance of their 
Court ? or that their Court would have prefumed to trifle in 
fach a Manner with any Miniftry, hut one which they 
thought wanted either CourajK or Inclination to refent fuch 
Treatment ? As I {aid before. Sir, I fliaU not t^e upon 
me to |;ive my Judgment of the Afikir till 1 have heard the 
Allegations in this Petition made out. If they cannot be 
made out. Sir, I think the Petitioners deferve the Cenfore of 
this Houfe for fo grofs an Impofition. But if they are 
proved. Sir, which I think we nave too good Reafon to 
expe£k, I cannot help faying, that I think our Miniflry 
have been guilty of a fcandalous Breadi of Duty, and the 
moft infamous Pufillanimity. In the mean Time, Sir, as 
the Afiair itfelf has on all Sides been confefled of the 
greateft Importance, and it is highly requifite that every ' 
Gentleman, who has the Honour to fit in this Houfe, fhould 
be prefent while it is in Agitation, I think, Sir, we ought 
to fubjeft every one, who is abfent without indifpenfible 
Mores for a Call of Neccffity, to the fcvcreft Cenfure we can inflift : Therefore I 
J&h^wtonr ^ humbly move, that the Houfe be called over on the 1 6th of 
this Month. 

. The honourable Henry Pelham, Efq; 
Sir, 
Mr. Tciiam * I ^0 not rife up to oppofe, but to fecond the honourable 

Gentleman's Motion; and. Sir, as he has been pleafed to 
give us his Thoughts upon this Affair as it now ^ppean to 
him, I hope I may be indulged in the feme Liberty. It is 
a Liberty, Sir, which I IhouTd not have asked, were I not 
apprehenfive, that if fomething is not faid with regard to 
what fell from the honourable Gentleman, it mi^t too 
much anticipate the Judgment which Gentlemen may form 
upon the prefent Affair. I have. Sir, heard of the Oafe 
which the honoprable Gendmsm has hiatd at^ and I do 

pot 
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^ not doabt of the Truth of ^c Allegations contain^ in t!ie *"«_«* ?•. if* 

Petition, But, Sir, fup poling them true, how do they af* 

fe£l the Characters of tJiofe concerned in the Minlftry ? Muft 

the King of Spaiiij or his llntifh Ma]e%'s Miniflcrs he an- 

fwerabb for the Conduft of their Governors in America, 

and for every wrong Conilru^iort which thcfe Governors 

may make of the Ordcrii ihey rea-ive frtim their Principals ? 

It appears upon the Face of one of the Petitions^ that our 

Miulftry were as aftlve as Men coul J be in demaiu^ing Satis- 

^^on for the Petusoners, If their Inltancct had not the 

&itGd Effcftj the Blame canoot be laid at tlieJr Boor ; for 

upon the delaying of Juilice, one of theie two Ways rnuft 

liave been taken : They mtiil cither have a£ied as they have 

done, or dtdared Hoftilittcs mull have commenced betwixc 

thc'two Crowm. Now, Sir, 1 beh'evc, th^ Gentlemen who 

tslk fo much of entering on this Affair with Vigour, would 

Imve been cautious, had they been. Minhters, of engaging 

ia a War upon the Tran faction of a fmgle Governor or OP 

fcer, contrary to the Will and Intention of his Sovereign, 

If upon'thc Rcprefentations that were made by hb Majeily's 

Miniilers at the Court of Spain, the SpaniiK Miniilcrs had 

afifweitd that the 0.pture was jull^ and they were refolv ed 

to feize all other Britifh Ships trading in the fajne Manner : 

Xhis, Sir, being looked upon as the Scnfe of their Court, 

might have aiFoided very good Grounds for a Rupture. But 

appcarSj Sir, from the Petition^ that the Thing was 

qiiite otherwife, and that thcMiniftry were only blameablc 

for not attacking the Court of Spain, beca^fe his Officers 

cither dy not under ftand^ or would not obey his Orders. 

I agree with the hcEomable Gentleman, as tn die Neceifity 

of oaf Miaking a ftri£l Enquiry into this Affair; and I 

think the Motion he has made is highly reafooable. Ba^^ 

fir, I believe that Enquiry will produce a difierenf Effe£t 

from what is e:^pe^d by ^he honom'abk Gentleman. I 

ist¥€ ReafonjSirj to be con^denSi thatit is the Interell of the 

ftlinjilry we ihould exainine the; Allegations eontained if 

thefe Petitions i fori am perfaa^dedj . that thereby they muit 

be cleared from every Imputation of a£lmg either a cowardly 

or a negligent Part; and let the Elaine ,iSl where it will^ t 

dare {ky it cannot jufliy fall upon ihem,' 

Upon this "the Motion web agreed to i but the CiH of the Medon treoi tfc 
jof^ ^'-Ti Tint off when the Day appointed came, becaufe it 
¥rmi : Iged, that when the CHI was over, many Kleni- 

ben ^>^...^ Jeop off; %¥bereae, if it was delayed from ]>ay 
to 0ay, i: would be a Method to detain them in Town, 

After difpatching fomc private Bills, Sir John Barrnard 
bok/c 10 the ioUowIng Purpofc ; 

tz Sir, 
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f_^^^'^-^s^ ' As the Petitions now prdcnted to us have been fo unani- 
sh- John Bamsrd XDOufly referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe, and 
EiJrortteni^iiig a proper Day appointed for taking them into Q)nfideration, 
»^e*Jg«»Uo« I make no doubt of our entering ieriolifly into an Examina- 
^^^ tion of the Grievances complained of; but, as thofe Grie- 

vances are of a foreign Nature, as they are Grievances which 
have been long complained of, and as they are Grievances 
our Government, we know, have endeavoured to get re- 
dreffed, have applied to the proper Court for that Purpofc, 
I mud be of Opinion, that we cannot examine thorouehly as 
we ought to do, into this Afiair, without havmg before us 
the whole Thread of that long Negotiation which has been 
carried on with the Court of Spain, for obtaining Redrefi in 
an amicable and peacable Manner. 

* The Abufes complained of by the Petitions now before 
ns are, I muft lay. Sir, of a mofl extraordinary Nature : 
They are luch as the moft pitiful Prince in the World would 
not fuffer from the moft powerful, without taking the firft 
Opportunity for fhewii^ his Refentment. Bv thefe Petitions 
we are told, that the Spaniards have not only leized our Ships, 
with their Effects, in a molt arbitrary Manner, but that thev 
have inhumanly treated our Seamen. Nay, we are told, 
that with refpeft to one Ship in particular, though the 
Court of Spain itfelf has acknowledged her being wrong- 
fully and inj'nrioufly feized, yet they have hitherto refuied or 
delayed making any proper Reparation, notwithftanding its 
being now almoft ten Years fince the Ship was feized, and 
near eight Years- fince the Court of Spain itfelf acknowledged 
the Ir^jultice of the Seiarare. 

* Butwhyfhould I talk. Sir, of what has been dene eight 
or ten Years ago, or but lately ? Thefe Infults and Abufes 
have been continued, I may fay without Interruption, ever 
fince his late Majcfty's Acceffion to the Crown, which is 
near twenty-four Years fince. This is not the firlt Time that 
our Merchants have been obliged to fue to this Houfe for 
Redrefs' in this Af&ir. In the Year 1 728 we may remem- 
ber that Application was made to this Houfe, againft the 
many unjult Seizures and Depredations, that had, for fevera! 
Years preceding, been conranitted by the Spaniards in Ame-» 
rica upon his Majelty's Subjefts, whilit they were carrying on 

* their fair and lawful Trade in thofe Parts; and upon that 
Application, this Houfe came then to a Refolution, ' That 
« from the Peace of Utrecht in 1713 to diat Time, the Britifli 
< Trade and Navigation to and from the feveral Britifh Colo- 

* nies in America, had been greatly interrupted by the conti-' 

* nual Depredations of the - Spaniards, who had feized very 

* valuable Efieas, and unjuftly taken and made Prize Of great 

* Numbers of firitiih Ships and- Vci&ls, in thofe Parts, to the 

'great 
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fe|ic^, til- hiTc ^yfyyf oetwwa ^e t<cc . 

If c^ FsAQt fbrdi La ti^e F^ciaottbr {Gmd8& bceme; 

tlic Sp^iiiii^ lb- tr McTC&asts Hkd'Sraiocn la 

i a tikvii^ V3d Wb&r -^Aii^jacTp hr Ibciil to bc fntidoKS 

I :^ CO Sattsfe/Hoa lias ret bem oboined, xad wlojt 
^ ^e nom hare cf obc^ii^ Sitisi&£%ioii ? For m f^h 
thene arebtt three Wip cf clscsmmg Si^slt^iop. 
rfucb ire. eWi^r by NVgedirBCM!, by declflriwg W»r» or by 
I saddle Way bet^TCH iMe tv^o. 1 r^ r»f gmotmg 
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been injured. The firfl we have certainly tried j and if tli^ 
fhoLiId be now in fachForwardnela as that a proper Satlsfa^ioti 
may, in all ProbabUityj be fbon expelled, I foould be agiinft 
thb Houfc's coming to any Rerolutlon at prefent, lefl: it 
might diflurb or interrupt the Courfe of that Negotiation ; 
but this we cannot enquire intOj without having before us 
thoreLettcrSj^ Memorials, and other Papers^ that have latdy, 
or indeed thoie that have lafl: pai&d between t}ie two Courts 
upon this Subjefl:* In this Cafe, I fay. Sir, I fhould be a- 
gainft onr coming to any prefent Refolution; but if it fhouli 
appear, that we have now no Hopes of obtaining Salis&c- 
tion or Security in a peaceable Manner, I mnfl chinK it would 
be very proper for us to inquire into what Prgfpeft we ever 
had of obtaining Redrefs by Way of Negotiation ; for con^ 
iidering that am Negotiations for this rurpofe have conti- 
nuec^j or at leait ought to have continued, for above theJe 
twenty Years, I cannot but be of Op in ion j that we have 
been bamboozled with fair Promifesi and in that Cafe I do 
not know but it may be thought piaper to inqtLire into th^ 
Mature of thofe Fromlfes, in order to know whether they 
were fuch as a prudent Man ought to have depended oh ; be- 
-caufc if they were of fuch a Nature, or fo often broken^ as 
that no prudent Man would have depended on thena, I am 
fureit ou^tto fiirup the RefentOTentof this Nation i^gunll 
fbme other Perfons^ as well as again ft the Spaniards, Thk 
Jik^wife J5 a Piece of Know ledge which we cannot conieat, 
without having before us all tliofe Xjett^rs, Menwirl^is, afi|f 
other Papers^ that have paffed between the two CourtSjL 
la ting to the Depred&lions, Icjifaits^ and Cruelties now 
plained of / -/-^^ 

' 1 think I have now ihewn. Sir, that we cannot ffrwDi ^ 
and thoroughly examine into theGrievances compIame<| of i 
the Petitions now before n?, or comc td any proper RefoJu- 
tions for obtaining Redrefs, without having before «^, ih^ 
whole Thread of the Negotiation between Spain and pi,' i'^ 
lating to the depredations committed by the SubjefU of Spaiii 
upon thofe of Great-Britain ; but before I make any Mo-^ 
tion for this Purpofe, I mu/l beg leave to obferve, thaf this 
very AiRtir has occahoned many Complaints among our 
People, not only agiinft the Spitiiard^ but agair-fl oar pre- 
sent Adimniilra tion* Thofe Merchants and Seamen who 
have been plundered andi aba fed, and have been at fo much 
Trouble, and To great an Expenco of Time and Money, m 
applying for Redrefi both at the Cpurt of Great Britaih, ai * 
hy Encour^ment and Recommci^dacipi from thence, at 
Court ofSpaiti, are apt «o thinfe^ that hoch the Honour 
Interell of their Country lie ne^e^ed and forgot. Nay, 
this Opinion prevails too much, not only among thofe who 
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mtt tbe Safirers, kit alio aiiaas^ ^mj Trnod^ tnd Acfnk- 
taiiGc, and I am afimld, amoog afl dtofe w!>o biw limd or 
l^d of dide oftcttT^e^trd Depmkdoi^^, This 0|naioii 
■ not miy fendcn oar People dfejaBcn**^^ - '^*^ rur Admiot- 
llfcnLtkio^ bat, wlut bof muck wofffie ' oe, it may 

IrcDdcr D'UJ'Pfsople dilkSbScd oywards hi^ ixi^jciu aad iiis il- 
lloilrioos Family- ; aod it jziEut be confeiibd^ tliat Gc&deaicii 
rwiio arc do w^y acgi^mted with tbe Sscnr^ of our pofalkfe 
ilYaii&^cans for fereral Years pift^ do not wdl know wbat 
J to lay to thofe wlio thai * -» dike an Excufe 

(lor the many LolTeSj B::- , . Ddbp our Mer- 

[ ciian cs bave met ^atli . 

Xliis Inability wiiich mo^ Gentlfcen ifi th? Kfn^A>m 
fare trnder, miiH be a i^ea! Grief to all ; :« 

] Regard for his MajeBj^ or for the Rc} '» 

I of iffelf is, in my OpiBioTij a fii&cicDt Argument for Gea- 
n'* bci^ de&TDiK to examine into the Irite Neg^^ciations^ 
avepa&d betucen Spaiti and us. I hope every Geti^ 
Q will from thence fee, ihat every thing hsts been do^t^ 
for obtaining Satisfaction for pail Injuries, and Sccarirv a- 
gainfl future, that tx^uld be done hy a wife King and a difin- 
lereAed AdminlHradon. From thence every Genllemaii 
.,,}[ k.. r>bietogivc a hthh^ory Aiih^tr to all thofe w^io 
y hive Reafon to complain j by which MeanSi Dlf- 
tiTtxnon wiU be prevented, and thofe Difcontents, which f 
I am afraid fail heavify at prefent upon otir own AdminiHra- 
J l^on, will then, I hcpe^ be nil oon verted into a jaft Rc- 
I ientmcnt againft the Shuffling, and repeated Breaches of 
I Faith, which the Spani.uds have been goflty of* This, I fay, 
[Sir, wiU, I hope, be thje Confequence of having thefe Pa- 
Iperakid before ns; but whatever maybe the Confequence 
! V ith refpeft to thofe who have been entruSed with onr Ad- 
ion | 1 am fure every Gentleman wUHee, 3.nd fi-om 
lU be able to convince others, that his Majeily has all 

Sj aded the moft prudent Part, according to the Infor- 
on he has had from Time to Timei which will of 
Couife remove every Ground of DifniTcftion ; and thi5 is 
what| lainiure, the Majority of this Houie have chiefly, if 
I not folcly, at Heart; for the Miijoriry of this Honfe will, I 
JiOpe, always have a rnach greater Concern for vindicating 
the Honour of thdr Sovereign, thin far fcrecning or coa- 
Cealingthe Faults of any ofhii Minilters, either abroad or at 
[hom^ 

In fiiU Confidence of this, Sir, I prefume the Motion I 
Ifm to make will be una nimouily agreed to, and therefore I 
ffhall add tio morcn but move : 

Th;it 
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Tbe Motion. 
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. " That an humble Addrefes be prefented to his Majefty, 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give DiredUons for 
laying before the Houfe Copies or Extrads of the feveral 
Petitions, Reprefentations, Memorials, and all other Papers 
relating to the Spanifii Depredations upon theBritilh Subjeds ; 
which had been prefented to his Majefly, or delivered to 
either jof his Majeily's principal Secretaries of State fince 
Midfummer lafl ; together with Copies, or Extradls of fuch 
Memorials or&eprefentations, as had been made either to the 
King of Spain or his Minifters ; and the Anfwers returned 
by them to the fame ; "and together with Copies, or Eitrads 
of the Letters written to his Majefty's Minifler at Madrid, 
with the Anfwers received from him relating to the faid De- 
predations.^* 

This Motion being feconded by Mr. Alderman Perry, Sir 
Robert Walpole rofe, and fpoke to the following Purpofe : 

Sir, 
. < I do not ftand up to oppofe the honourable Gentleman's 
Motion, becaufe there are many Papers have pafied between 
the Courts of Great-Britain and Spain, relating to the Sub- 
jedt of Complaint now before you, which it may be proper 
for the Committee to fee; but there are certainly fome 
which you ought not as yet to call for ; and therefore I mull 
think the Motion rather too general and exteniive ; for tho' 
vre have a full and unlimited Power of addreilingfor whatever 
we may think proper, yet we ought never to defire any 
Thing but what the Crown may probably be able to comply 
with, without doing an Injury to the publick Af^irs of the 
Nation. 

< I am fure it cannot be fuppofed, Sir, that I have any 
Objeftion, on my own particular Account, againft calling 
for any Letters, Memorials, or other Papers, that have 
been contrived and drawn up by the Court of Spain : I am no 
Minider at that Court, nor can it be faid that I have the 
leail Influence on any of their Councils ; and therefore I 
cannot be made toanfwer for any Step they have been pleafed 
to take, relating to the Thing now before us. If I had had 
the leaft Influence oh any of their Councils, I am fure I 
would have advifed them, even for their own Sakes, to have 
obferved a very different Sort of Condud with refpeft to this 
Nation. In my Opinion, if the Spaniards were governed by 
prudent Councils, if their publick Affairs were under the 
Management of thofe who had nothing elfe in View but the 
true Intereft of that Kingdom, they would find it as much 
their Intereft to avoid picking Quarrels with us, as it is our 
Intereft to avoid picking any Quarrel with them. They 
would have long fmce found, and they may probably at laft 
find, to their Coft, that their o\yn Proverb will always hold 

true. 
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I btgQverncii by thofi?, wKd 
I ill View than Uie Intereil of that Coy 

For this Reriibn, Sir^ cv^y Gr 
^ jhat a W^ir with Spain opght to be avoideti it po^k ; and 
^as hb Majeity h^ not as yet tgld u^^ tiut he ho^ given qverail 
Hopes of obtaining Rcdrcfs by N^ocjadon, we ought to 
fiki uo Stcp^ nor call for any Paper, that m^y render iijef- 
Lfe^iAiil, er j-cihaps put an inure Stop to ail future Kegocia- 
»tion. We cannot fuppofe th^t any Step taken by thta 
lilldufe, or any Paper laid before us, can be kept a $pcretp 
^becaiife there are generally great Nomberi of Pcrfons pre* 
Kfcnr, befides thofe who h^ve a Right lo be here. Thb, I 
l^iay, can never be fupppfcd ; md therefore it lias always 
•hcen obferved as a Rule In our Proceed ings, iiever to call 
[•for any Paper relating Co an A£iir then iti Agitatioo^ The 
Jaft Alemorial or Anfwcr from Spain ia a Piper of this 
^Nature ; It arrived but on Saturday Ixft ; and, I believe, I 
f iTtiay venture to actjoaint the Hoiife^ that it k. far from being 
■ry '^ but if kept private, and no violet t,Meafu res 
the mean Timei it may be explained fo as to remier 
jt iau^tJiiloryj by which means an tuje will bp 

j)rcveoied : Whereas, if it Ibould be i c ihii Houfe, 

jt naay jn^flaine the N;iuon, graven this Houie, fomijch, a^ 
Ao hurry m into feme violent Meafuxes; ajid ev^n iuppofe 
ve ihould be able to govern ©ur Hefentmeat, yet the 
,renderilif '^ ^ '■ 'ick, whkji wotiid ^certainly be ti^e Coufe- 
qiacnce r. . before iis, mfght in?.ke the Court, of Spain 

lAidk ihcji iionuur conceraed in adhering peremptorily to 
the Terras of tliis Anfvvcr, withoat giving fudi Explana- 
tions a> they might othcr>vile in piudejice b. 'to give- 
* I ilmlliDoA readily agree. Sir, that oi nts and 
Seamen have been otten trtatcd moll tmjuitly imd mofl in- 
humanly by the Spaniili Gaaraa Coil:aSj and that both the 
MoDQur aud IntereH of the Nafion arc deeply concerned in 
obtaining Reparation for pail Injuries, and a proper Seca- 
tky againll betug expofed to r oy fach in Time to cojne ; 
but we ccnamly oagjit not to have Recourfe to Arms as long 
as there is ajxy Profpctl of obtaining Redrefs in a peaceable 
ALuioer. It ii witbotit Doiibt a very popular Way of arguing, 
tQ talk iiighly of the Honour j the Courage, and the tu^^rior 
-Power pftbb Nation ; and, I believe, I have as, good au Opi- 
nioti of t lie H&notir, Co i^ rage, and Power of thi^ Nat ioiii ^^ 
aoy Mao cm^ or ought i^ liiive; but a^hcr Kationi inpH lo^ 
Vol. V, Q^ ' ^ tiV 
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Aonj^Gco-n- fuppofed to have Honour as well as we, and all Natiottg 

fenerally havfe a great Opinion of their Courage, and Power, 
f we fhould come to an open Rupture with Spain, 
we might in all Probability have the Advantage; but 
Viftory and Succefs do not always attend upon that Side 
which feems to be the moft powerful; therefore an open 
Rupture, or declared War> between two potent Nationg, 
muft always be allowed to be an Affair of the utmoft Impor- 
tance to both ; and as this may be the Confequencc of our 
prefent Deliberations, we ought to proceed with great Cool, 
nefs, and with the utmoft' Caution. 

Prudence and Pufillanimity, Sir, are two Words which are 
cafily underftood in private Life; but in publickLife^ and in 
national Affairs, it is not fo eafy to form proper Ideas for thefe 
two Words, and to determine the exadt Boundaries between 
them. If a private Man ihould think his Honour injured, 
he may, he ought to refent it immediately ; becaufc, as he 
has nothing but his own Life to lofe, his own Opinion is a 
good and a fufficient Reafon for putting it to the Venture : 
But in national Quarrels the Lives of many Thoafands are 
concerned ; and thofe who are to deliberate and determine in 
what Manner, or how foon, an Injury ought to be refented, 
are generally thofe whofe Lives, in Cafe of a Rupture, will 
be the laft of being brought into Danger. For this Reafon, 
they ought not to depend fo much on their own Opinion ; nor , 
ought dicy to iniift upon fuch Punftilio's as may be iniifted 
on in pivate Life. They ought to confidcr the Circumftances 
of both Nations, and they ought to weigh thoroughly the 
probable Confequinces ; for it may fometimes be the Intereft 
of a' Nation to pocket an Affh>nt, or at leaft to defer their 
Refentmcnt,'till they find a more proper Opportunity for 
taking Vengeance. This is what we cannot be competent 
Judges of, even though we had all the Papers now moved 
for before us ; becaufe from them we could not guefs how we 
ftand with refped to the other Powers of Europe. We 
could not from thence know, but that our coming to an im- 
mediate-Rupture with Spain might unite feveral Powers 
againft us; and, in that Cafe, furely, it would be Madneis 
in us to call for any Paper, or to make any Step, which might 
haften that Rupture. 

* From this Confideration it muft appciar. Sir, that even 
with refpeft to a Nation, whofe Friendfhip we have no Rea- 
fon to be fond of, it may not at all Times be proper to fhew 
an immediate Refentment; but with refped to a Nation 
whofe Friendfhip we have Reaibn to be fond of, and not on- 
ly a Nation we ought to endeavour to be well with, but like- 
wife a Nation whole real intereft it is to cultivate a Friend- 
Ihip with U8, lyc QSXtuolj qm^X not to be cpick in Aewing 

our 
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wdl be ^ ID ^ilee » d die J 

IVjivlj. Tut will ueiUBi^ oe nic C&ie vita SfMan, is wxM 

ast^ begin to cxN^ifa^ £riifftff , a^ » pwfae Udj tlutt 

*X1he iMCAUit BApvBBcn^HBng^ li€G9em m^^ ipohb ttcs S6 
afty afid ^eeAf wa i p wpi i wketc:^ if ii« JwniM bany <mt~ 
UratstoaWu-widtikarNaAiDB, i^Vklmei^ R^!iM» 
afld M^i^^fTie^ w^A mmM be oDosuiBd «« batb Sidc^ 
Bl^i( cl^ffli a Soft of mlaonii Baoniy nd Hii3«d between 
AeAofilrortbeciroEs^larav vrttb bol^ Owtt* if tbqr 
wot WIST lb wdl indiiiel m cadi ocbcr^ iMfM iod di^^ 
odt ID icBovc fiir xnaBj Yca» mlbcr. 

* F«N- tbk EeaftiDf Sir, nr xmgbt to avoid » ma^ as 
poffible ODnung to an open Rupcme widi thai K^ttbii in par- 
ticabs-; and, tbercfofTt I ^ ddc koow aoy gitat Necciicy 
- tiieiB is fer oar caUing for any Pipcn ; for f do Pot thinlE 
^npc can coiDe to aoy Rcibiaticn apon the prefcnt Occ^fion, 
^T%ct|»t that of ad4refiing kk MtjcAy to tike thofe Meafores 
which he in^, in his great Wtfdom, think mofV pfrudent 
L aod necr^ry, f&r obtiaiiiiiig Redids to hk injured Subje^. 
B I hope na Gentleman wUl thiok^ that this Hoaie ooghe to 
^ declare War againll S{)^in, or that we ought to advifc 
his Mijcfiy to dcdaje War, till he applies to us fer our Ad- 
vice upon that Head- Such a Proofing v.^uld not only 
be an Incro^chment upon one of the mofl certain Preroga* 
tires of the Crown » but it would like wife be a Sign of great 
Eaihners and Imprudence ; for no Man can prudently give 
his Advice for declaring War^ without knowing the whole 
Syftem of the Affairs of Europe as they iland st prefent, and 
how the feverai Potentates of Europe now ftaod aifeftcd to- 
wards one another. It is not the Power of Spain, and the 
Power of this Nation only, that we ought in fuch a Cafe to 
confidcr and compare : We ought like wife to know what 
AUIes our Enemies may have» and what AiTiibnce we may 
expe^ from our Friends ; neither of which we can know 
frotn the Papers now moved to be called for, if they were all 
hid before us ; therefore we muft leave it entirely to lib 
MajcAyi to take the moft prude tic Meafures for obtaining 
Redrefsi aid, when his Majeily finds that no peaceable 

0^3 WtV 
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Anno II Geo. ur Mcafurcs Will prevail, he will without doubt apply to this 
*^^^' ' Houfe for Advice as well is Afiiftance ; and, will then cer- 
tainly give the Houfe all the Information that may be ne- 
ceffary for giving us a full View of our Circumftances both 
abroad and at home.^ 

* From what I have faid. Sir, I hope Gentlemen will be 
of Opinion, that we can come to no Refolution ripon the 
prefent Occaiion, but that of addrefiing his Majefly in much 
the fame Terms this Houfe has heretofore done upon a like 
Occafidn ; and this, I am convinced, every Gentleman Will 
think we may do, without having before us any of the An- 
fwers from the Court of Spain, efpecially that which ar- 
rived only on Saturday la ft. There is, therefore^ riot the 
leaft Occafipn for our calling for that Paper ; if we do, we 
may have Reaibn to repent it; but, I am fure we can never 
have Occafion to repent our not calling for it ; becaufe, we 
may hereafter have that, and every other Paper relating to 
;he Affair now in Hand, laid before us ; and, if any of his 
Majefty's Minifters, either abroad or at home, have befeh to 
blame, or have injured the Nation by their Ignorance or 
Negledt, or by any criminal Step, in the Courfe of thcfe 
Negociations, it will then appear ; and the Perfon guilty may 
be punifhed according as the Houfe fhall then fee juft ; for 
no one of his Majefty's Minifters either does, or can expe£l 
to have his Failing ikreened or concealed by a Britifti Houfe 
of Commons ; I hope no one of them has any Occaiion for 
fuch Skreening or Concealment 

* As for the Difcontents that may be in the Nation j on 
Account of the Depredations committed by the Spaniards, I 
cannot thiiik that any of them are directed againft the Admini- 
ftration ; I am fure they cannot with any Juft ice be fo dirc6t- 
ed ; and therefore, I am convinced, that none of thenl are 
fa diredled by any Perfon Who is not difaffcdled to his Ma- 
Jefty, as well as difcon tented with the Adminiftration. But 
I hope moft of them are levelled where they blight Only to 
be levelled ; I mean againft the Spaniards, who have beeii 
guilty of, or have connived at, thofe Depredatioiis ; for fevcn 
from the Papers we have already feen, Imuft be of Opinion,. 
that our Minifters, both abroad and at home, have been at 
as much Pains as it was poflible for them to be at, and have 
ufed ail proper Means for convincing the Court of Spain pF 
their Error, and for prevailing with them to make full Re- 
paration. This, I fay, I am convinced of from the Papers 
now upon our Table, which in ray Opinion may fnmifh any 
willing Mind With Matter fuffident, not onlv for vindicating 
his Majefty's Government from any Afperfion that may be 
caft upoft it by the DifafFeded, but alfo for vindicating the 
Meafures purfued by the Adminiftration. With refp^ to 

his 
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the Sy% €)f Ijpreadiiig I>!^fe£tii», a^ iCKlf CO ba- 
\ die wsaSi ca^ial MisloTtiaics, to ibme Fxnlt pr Ne^e^ 
hm G^s^^tfaxMtm i yet I aii& tofe tlicfe is tu> Gend^htii 
wtthm Dboft, who ir31 nor be mdf to iriodiaitc it upon 
tier/ Occafion ; but wiih refpefl to the AdmiQalratrorr^ I 
ciiuioc ^y lb modi : I ^m afraid ihere sre ^nne wklim Doors 
1 3:3 withonr^who are not very wilUng to v indie:! te itup- 
' Occziion, and who ^pon moft Occ^oiis are cveti kin* 
; CO ^mit of thofe Excufes, which the AdouaiftraCiaii 
r jaftiy lay daim to, • 

• Aj I do fiot oppofe calling for any Papers^ in which our 
I himm&nmn can be fuppofed to have a Concern, I hope, 
[what I iiavc faid, Sir^ will have the more Weight, If t 

Qf^pofisid calling for any Papers that have been penned or ad- 

I vifed by any of our Mini iters, it might perhaps be falpe^ed 

Ithat my Oppofition proceeded from ibrne iel^fh End, iti 

I order to prevent an Enquiry into my own Condu^l, or inco 

tiie Gondu^ of fame of my Friends i but as I oppoTc calling 

f ibr ibrne of thofe Papers only, which have been penned and 

advifed by the Minifters of Spain, I cannot think my Oppo* 

fition wi!l be liable to any fuch Snfpkion ; I hope it will be 

I thought, I have nothing but the Good of my Cbuntry in 

[View- I really think, and I protell I fpeak it fincerely, I 

I lay I I really think it inconfiHent with the Intcrcft of the 

I Nation, to call for any Paper fo lately arrived, as the Jail 

Difpatch which came from the Court of Spain to thb Court, 

It may be attended with terrible Confequences, not only in 

I the Cafe now before us, but in many future Cafes, becaufe 

lir will be a dangerous Precedent for all Time to conte< Who 

knowt. Sir, fhould we make a Precedent of this^ but that s 

fbtate Houfe of Commnns may aflume to themfelves a Power 

I of callitig for Papers daring the Dependance of a Negocia- 

Ition s and if this fhould ever come to be our Cafe^ I am fiire 

I Ro foreign Prince or State will ever enter into any fecrct Ncgo- 

I ciition or Treaty with our Government, the Confequences of 

I which I fliall leave to every Gentlema^i to form to himfclfa 

f NDflon of I for they are beyond what I can pretend to exprefs. 

♦ I am far from thinking, Sir^ that a Negative ought to 
be put upon the Motion the honourable Gentleman haa 
been pleafed to m^kc ; but from what I have faid, I hope 
e^m he himfelf wiU be convinced, that his Motion ought Id 
k con^ned, and that therefore he will agree to the Amts^* 
mnt I am to propofe j for in the A^ir now before las^ k 

jwill be a great Advantage to the Nation, and thetefofc I 
Imifh, that we may proceed in every Step with the greaceft 
lOmcordand Unanimity. The Amciid meat f propofe 11, 
'That thde Wonk whidi ivkit la the Anfwcn ^om Spain 
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no ii^cea.iL with other Natiofts, whofe Fmadfhjp can never be of any 
Ji^!J^ } great Service, but lias been ftill found ruinous to this Nation, 
Of for theSakeof cncouragiDgor protedling a particular Set 
of Men amongft ourfelves, 1 believe it will be generally ^- 
greed, that the Anchors and Advifers of iuch a Condu^, 
oaght to be enquired after by, and ought to fall under the 
Cenfure of, a Britifti Parliament : I believe every Man will 
likewife agrecj that we cannot in Juiticc exped Reparation 
till we are iseady to give it ; and thatj if we were the firll [o 
offend, w ought to be the ftrll to oifer an Attonement. I 
am far from thinking that this is the Cafe, but I am fure at 
will be allowed, that it may ; and furely, this Houfe c^n 
come to no Refolution, with refpefl to the Affair before u.% 
till we know whether this be the Cafe or not. Now, I would 
be glad to know, hovir it is poflible for us to deierinjjie, 
whether this be the Caib or not, till we have feen all the 
Memorials, Anfwers, and other Papers, drawn up by the 
Court of Spain upon this Head j for, from iheie, and thefe 
only, we can acquire a fuffident Knowledge of the Demands 
they have upon tis, or the Complaints they m^e againft m~ 
* 'Tis true. Sir, we cannot prefume that any Paper Ja|d 
befope this Houfe can be long kept a Secret, nor can we psil 
whether the la ft Anfwer from Spain be a Paper wh^ch ought 
to be kept fecret. The hon. Gentleman has been pleafi^d |o 
-tell us, it is far from being fatisfadtory ; but if I have been 
rightly informed, it is fomething more than diifatisfa^ofy ; 
I have been told it may even in fome Meafure be €aj)eti 
Meuadng and Infulting. I (hall be glad to find I hate 
been miumbrmfid, I hope itis* as the honourable Gentle- 
man fays, fucha one as may admit of an Explanation. But 
J am fure, if a Negociation of twenty Years has rr- ^-^- 
able to prociwc a faiisfa£lory Anfwer, or proper 1 
tions, it is high Time for us to take other Meafurt^ i -dmh 
DO Meafure can be m^re ef^dtual than an explicit W 
Urong Rcfolmion^of a Britifli Parliament. Such a Refoliitig!) 
has dways hitherto had a great Effe^ upon the Co^n^ of 
moll States in the World, efpecially fuch as have anf Ter 
ritories bordering upon our Dominion in the Ocean: I hope 
it will ill 11 iuve the {Ttm^ Efied ; for whatever little Din 
fions may be among ft us, with rcfpefl to our own domcfllicfe 
A^T^p I am convinced thofe Divi^ons will never prevent 
. our £ sewing a £rm Itefolution of being unanimous agaiift 
any foreign Power, that ftialldare to encroach upon orii»* 
fult us. Upon fuch Occafions, 1 hope, we will always (^ 
ourfelves as J?eady to fiipport the Bpnour of our King, asfe 
is to fuppQTt the InieieA ^nd juA Righta ^f Ms People, 
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* K maj. Sir, Eave been generally obferved as a Rule in 
Parliajnentj not to cn^aire into any foreign AiFair while il 
Is upoFi the Anvil i but, even this Rale is not wicliout £x- 
cepijon, efpccialJy if any AfFdir ihould be continued too 
long opon the Anvil i for its being fb> may be a good Rca- 
hn for a parliamentary Enquiry. But, after either Hoofe of 
ParHaroent has refolved to enquire into any Affliir, foreign 
or domeHick, wa^ it ever f^retended, that they ought . not to 
caU for every Paper neceflary for giving them a tb!l Light 
into that Affiir ? Does not every one know, that it has al- 
ways been, and aJways muft be* the Cuftom of this Houfe, 
when any AiFair is, according to Order, to come before us, 
to cai! for all Papers which we can fuppofe to have any Rela- 
tion to that Affair ? In fuch Cafes, if among the Papers call- 
ed for, there be any which ought not> for the Sake of ptib- 
lick Good, to be expofed to publick View, it is the Bu£^ 
nejs of the Crown to tell us foi hut, this is an Anfwer we 
(iught tiot to cake from any of our own Members, let him 
know ever fo much of the Secret of Aff^rs. That, Sir^ h i 
Knowledge I don't envy him for; but Ifpeak as a Member of 
this Houfc* and therefore Iky that no Gentleman can take op* 
on hijn to dilate what Papers are proper, and what are un* 
proper for oar Infpe^tion. The AnfWer h\R arrived from 
Spain is certainly a Paper which relates to the Affair we hav« 
refolved to enquire into i it is^ in my Opinion^ the mofi: 
prindpal Paper, and a Paper without which we cannot com^ 
to any poper Refoluiions ; therefore we certainly ought 
to call for it ; and, if it be of fuch a Nature as that it ought 
not yet to be made publick^ his Majefty, in his Anfwer^ 
wit! certainly tell us fo. When his Majefty has told us fo, 
we may then confider, whether ft may not be proper for u« 
to pat off an Enquiry into this Affair, till we can have a 
Sight of that Paper ; but, till we have fuch an Anfwer from 
ihcCrowtj, and from the Crown only it is that thisHoufe can 
take fuch an Anfwer, there cannot, in my Opinion, be any 
Colour of Reafon for our not calling for a Sight i^f it. What 
the Anfwer from the Crown may be, I fh all not pretend to 
fcefe at ? but I mufl fay, 1 cannot at prefent fuggell to my- 
felf any one Reafon for thinking that Anfwer of uich a Na- 
ture, as that it may not be lafely communicated to this 
Houfe. If it be merely difiatiifa^oryj it can neither inilamft 
nor hurry «s into any violent Meafurea ; and, if it be me- 
imcrng or infulting, it ought to be cxpofed for that very Pur- 
pofc. In private Life, a Man may be my Friend, and may 
We been fo for many Years ; but, if once he begins to 
jneimceor infult, from that Moment he ceafesto be fo; and, 
liothing but an abje^,fordid Spirit, will patiently fubmit to fuch 
'TitiCment, for the Sake oTany felf-interc^ed View whatever* 
Vol. V. F. * T^^ 
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Aanoii. ck«. IL « Thcrc i&" therefore, I think. Sir, not the Icaft Foun- 
'-^^'^-- _f dation for being afraid, left our Refentment fhould be 
llirred up beyond its juft Bounds, by that Paper's being 
laid before us; and, as. for the Honour of the Gourc 
of Spain, I vvifh fome . Gentlemen may not have 
had both formerly and cff late too great a Regard for it: I 
wilh they may not have facrificed fome of the moft fubftan- 
tial Points of English Plonour, to fome of the moft roman- 
tick Pundilio's of Spanifh Honour. For my Part, I (halj 
always think, that, in national AiSairs, as well as in private 
Life, even the Pundlilio'& of Honour ought to be infilled on, 
when we have to do with thofe who, on their Parts, do in- 
fift upon them 5 for then they become material. But, Sir, 
as I fhall always have a much greater Regard for the Honour 
of this Nation, than for that of any other^ if the Court of 
Spain, or any other Court in Europe, ihould entertain fuch 
whimfical Notions of their Honour j as might prevent their 
doing Juftice to us, I ftiould think) it jnconftftent with 

'the Honour of this Nation, not to take fuch Meafures as 
might be proper for giving th^m different Notions, both of 

' their own Honour and of the ^ujlke that is due to us. 

^ I am as n\uch averfe. Sir, to the involving of this Na* 
tion in a War, cfpeciaily w*t|h Spain, as any Gentleman 
can be; and therefore, notwitk^^joding the many Injuries 
and Infults we have fuffered, £ am againft coming to an 
open Rupture, iif there be any reajlpaable Hopes left of ob-" 
taining a proper Redrels in a peaceable Manner ; but, for 
God's (ake. Sir, when arc thefe Hopes to be at an End? In 
this Rcfped, I am fure, it cannot be (aid, but that we have 
ajready hoped fufficiently ; we have hoppd, and hoped, and 
hoped again ; but, by what yet appears, we have, I think, 
hitlierto hoped in vain. What if we ihould now put a Period to 
our pacifick Hopes, and begin to put on other Hopes, I 
ipeaA thoie ot ad;ing fuch a Part as may becpme a brave 
but injured People : It is true, that Means may be fellen 
upon to difappoint even thofe Hopes. Nay, Sir, it is 
certain that no Na^on can be aiTured of Succeis, even in 
the julleft Quarrel, and fupported with the greatjeft Force i 
but will this Uncertainty ever be a Reafon with apy brave 
Man, or powerful Nation, to bear tamely with repeated 
Injuries and Infults ? When there is a juft Caufe for War, 
we ought certainly to take all prudent and neceflaty Mea- 
fures for fecuring Vidlory on oi^r Side, and when we have 
done fo, we muft truft the Event to Providence. Now, Sir, 
I fliould be glad to know, whether, in our Deliberations on 
this Affair, we are to enquire what reafonable Elopes we 
ipay have of obtaining Redrefs in a peaceable Manner ; be-. 

caui^ if this t?e one of the Points that is to fail under oar 

Q)n- 






i:x±- 2i sir-jn-jf :"r - r-"- a^"p'.3i> Nirirr be: aii: dter 5iiy 
be zrsotrlxd irr ?ir' J LJ itf^ ^ *■? ^el' 13 iL :!:*-.'«. Kv«tt 2 
Pzriifcziics: ruij ixr^i. ?j£I*a»LLii;:y. w-.r^^^'ct r^r-rg ic» 
nit cc jmrricia ^f*lic-:^? ? iai i:' ocr Or -r^Tt. cr icr 

Vikioei cf PirlliarsfE:, if tirr Wiiiicai v! i}ie Njicsr:i : jaI 
in ill nixScsLLi Anlir? of grri: la^rorr-*- a\\ wrrlv :.>e 
Wiiacsn of t:« Xado!i c-gn: to be cx?r.i"ui:Ai. We int w< 
to coDdode, thar izcb. 2. Step mud neoriTirily ard luviVv-kubiy 
duow OS into a War ; a 2d mcch lei"- are ^c K> c^jr.c:»vie, thi: 
the laying of this hii Ar.f^^cr, cr any Ar:'«t:r. tVom Spain, 
will neceiiaiily prodnce fuch an Fftift. 0:\ the cv^n:ran\ ;i 
ftrick ParliamcBtary Enquiry ir.ro ihi* Affiir, r.\u- pvovoKC nn 
open Rapture. The Court of Spain, if it i< in :ho ^^ ron:, 
¥^11 then iee vre are ferious ; they will troni tiionoe coroUice^ 
wcare no longer to he dallied with, and mr y prolxibly ihew 
more Refpeft to the Interpolition of Pr.rli:\mcnt» than they 
have ever (hewed to the Negotiations of our Miniilers. It 
they are not in the Wrong, which may be the Ga(c ; for 
tho' they have cf rtainly done us many ami great Injuries, y<*t 
their having done fo, may, for what we know, proceed from 
our having firil done Injuries to them ; 'and their rcfufing or 
delaying to make Reparation to us, may proceed from our r«- 
fufing or delaying to make, or fo much as to offer, any Rcpara- 
tion to them : If this be the Cafe, if our Minifters have been 
guilty of any Mifcondudt or unjull Ol)flinacy in thisRef}\?d, 
which I am far from fufjjcdting they have, wc cannot expert 
that they will immediately, and of tliemfclves, acknowledge 
iheir Error, and chfingg their Conduft ; but whatever Faults 
they may have this Way been gtiilty of, Will certainly, upon 
a proper Enquiry, be reftificd by the Refolutions of Par- 
liament ; (6 that by layihg this Affair fully before Parliament, 
a War may be prevehted. Which would otherwife be una- 
voidable; ixit without a thorojugh Enqdiry into tl>e Difputes ' 
between Spain and u? from firft to laft, wc cftnnot dikover 
whether oar Miniftcrs have been guilty tff any-MJfoonduift or 
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tifijai! ObHinacy, and tonfequcntly cart come U 
Rclbludons for rcdifying thdr*MiIbkes; and I am fum, 
witjiout feeing e'very Ptper that has pafldbd between the Couro 
relating CO ihefe Difputes, we can make no thorough En*- 

The text who ipokc on the fame Side was Lord Pol w^iithr 
Sir, 

' My honourable Friend has fo fully opened the Reafoi*- 
abknefs of the prcfent Moiionj and fo clearly anfwered the 
Right hononrable Gentleman over the Way^ chat I am per- 
fuaded I need to f^y very llttlCp 

* tt b very true. Sir, as the Right honourable Gentleman 
fcems to iniinuate, that we cannot guefs from the Papers now 
called for, hotv the other Powers of Europe rtand aifir«^«d 
towards U5, or what AiTiftanGe either we or tlie Spaniardg 
might cxpc£i from any of them, in Cafe of an open Ruptiire 
between the two Nations. Bat as tl*p Difpuces between 
Spain and u$f have been depending for above thefe zo 
Years ; as the Obllinacy of the Court of Spain has been 
very great, and as the Intereils which we have depending 
upon a fatisfadtory Accommodations of rhefe Differences are very 
great ; we cannot but fuppofe, from the known Wifdom and 
forefight of his M?.jefly*s MtniHers, that Care has been 
taken, by proper Treaties and Alliances, and by the many 
Negotiations we have btely carried on, to provide and fe- 
cure to us all the AiTillance we may Aand In need of, or at 
Jeaft to prevent any other Power in Europe from cndeavouf- 
ing to fupport our Enemies ^ in any unjuft Meafures ihcy 
may have been guilty of towards us. But fuppofe it were 
otherwifc, which I am fure no Gentleman will willingl|r 
fuppofe : are oar Merchants to be plundered, and our Sea- 
men cruelly ufed, for many Years together in the Time of 
profound Peace f Are they to come fre^juently to ParH;iment 
with Complaints of fuch Treatment ? And is a Britiih Parlia- 
ment always to content itfelf with prefenting an humble Ad- 
drefs to the Throne, praying that his Majelly would ufe his 
Endeavours, for obtaining Sadsfa^ion to his injured Sabje& ? 

* Sir, This would be inconiilLent with the Honour and 
the Duty of Parliament. In the Cafe of a domeftick 
Grievance, if the Parliament fhould addrefs to have it re- 
moved, and if, feveral Years after, a Petition Ihould be 
brought to Parliament, reprefenting that notwithilanding 
their Addrefsp the Grievance remained, and was more 
heavy and frequent than before; what then would be 
the Buiinefe and Duty of Parliament ? Would not they be 
in Honour obliged to enquire, how it came that the 
Grievance was not removed, to enquire at whofe 
Door the F^ute lay, and to punilh thofe who had been 

guilty f 
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ity } With Refpcft to any foreign Grievance, '<itir Duty 

fame. The Grievances,^ the Injuries now complained 

and fo often before complained of, are fuch gs no Nation 

ght patiently lo I'uffer, if there be nny Way of red re fling 

either by hk or foul Means i and if there be no 

^ay of redrcffiiig them^ if by any Mifcondu^t the Nation b« 

anght into fuch a melancholy State, thaE we m oft fafo 

I, which God forbid ! the parliament ought to enquire 

the Affair, if not to find a Renrjcdy^ at leaft to punifh 

>re who have made our Cafe remedilefi. Therefore I 

think it incombcnt tipon us, to proceed now a little 

ther. We have twice already addreffed for having thif 

e removed: It is now high Tims for us to 

^uire^ how it conies that it has not been removed: 

H If we fhould be fo good-nat tired as ta refl iatisfied 

pre renting a third humble Addrefs, furcly that Ad- 

ought to be in different Terms from any of the 

tier, I fhall not pretend to tell what we ought to do, or 

what Terms we ought to addrefs , nor can any Gentleman 

elend to tellj till he has feen and deliberately examined 

rery Pnper relating to this AiEiir. 

The honourable Kjcntlcman over the Way feemed to be 
a iiiighty Panicle, as if we couJd not agree to this Mo- 
Ein without breaking with Spain. For my Part, Sir, I 
r very few Apprthenfions of that Kind : Not that I 
wiJhj that we were to plunge ourfelvcs inconfideratcljr 
a War with Spain i But, I believe, the Coiirt of Spain 
etiows too well the Way to prevent Things coming to aa 
-n Rupture* They at the fame Time know what the 
^nli^uence of going to War with us at prelent might 
sbably be. Therefore^ Sir, tho* we were to fee thefc 
^pers, and to come to fomc vigorous RefoIutionSj I am 
fhey might, by a few fine gloITiiig Overtures^ bring us 
treat again, and then we ftiould be juft where we are now* 
Ht, Sir, let tis fuppofe that we (hould gotoVVar; yet I 
not fore fee any bad Confcqnences for the Nation, for 
jiaE and cafual War never produces a fettled Enmity 
^€cn two Nations ; Nothing but a perpetual Clafhing of 
itiotial IntercJIs, can produce fuch a onej and even tho' 
a War fhould produce foch an Enmity, it will always be 
moTc for the Interefl:, as well as Honour, of thi^ Nation, 
that the People of Spain fhould hate and fear us^ than thai 
ch<ey and every other Nation in the World Ihould contemti 
aii^d defpife m. 

• J fhould be extremely forry, Sir, to think that all thofe 
%^ho complaii] of our long StiiFerings, with Refpedt lo th«! 
Dcpredatjoas fiotmniucd by che Spaniard.% ^tt fuch ti are 

aifaffcaci 
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A .TO II CCO.U. ditfTc.flsd to r.i- M jsf:v riri hli Farr.i'v : I: v:yi\d bs a me* .:. 
^']i:^3 lancJ.cIv ar.i £ drc^if-! Prcfpect, to cvj->- M^n whohasa.l 
trj€ Reg-.rd f:r our pre'br.t'luicpy E(bbl!l>.r:ent: but Iain .: 
fjre zhty tre r.o:. I !-;.:Ov, mar.7 of tiiCin, who would - 
venture their Lives itA Fo::.2r-es fcr the Support of oar 
prefent EfcabJiiy.menr, with as much Alicrity as they would j 
venture them in revenging the Infulrs, that have been lately 
put upon U3 by the Spaninrds. Moll of tliofe who complaia 
are fully fcnfible, and moft will readily acknowledge, that -: 
his Majeily can be no way to blame in this AiFdr. They 
know how rc^dy he is, upon every Occifion, to ^-indicaft? : 
the Honour of his Crown, or aflert the juft Rights of his 
Subjects J but I doobt much if any of thefe People will 
make the fame Acknowledgxents with reijped to all hii 
Majefty's M.iniflen. Who are .to blame, or what way . 
they are to' blame, thofe who complain do not know, not 
can I tell them, till I fee. the Papers now called forj bo? 
confidcriRg the Power of this Nation, when compared with 
that of Spain, arid coniidering the many Opportunities wc 
have lately had, for obtaining or compelling from Spaia 
a fjll Satisfadtioa and Security, every Man concludes, that 
fbme Pcrfbns amongll ourfelvcs mull be to blime, for our 
having To long and (o patiently fubmitted to fuch Indignities. 
If the hopburable Gentleman has a Mind to remove all 
Caufe df'Sufpicion from himfelf, the beft Thiilg he cAn cb 
is, not to oppofc any Thing that may tend to tht .clearing up 
of this Affair; and therefoi'e, I think, if he has any Re- 
gard for the Opinion his Countrymen may entertain of him, 
he ought to withdraw the Amendment he has been pleafed to 
offer, and join with us in calling for the late Anfwer from r 
Spain, as well as every other Memorial or Anfwer they have 
fent us upon the fame Subje^. 

' What, may be in the Papers relating to* this Afiair, 
which are now upon our Table, or what Juftifiicatioft any , 
Gentleman in the Adminiftration may expedl from aliy of J 
them, I do not know ; for, I neither have been at the Pains ^ 
to examine them llriftly, nor fhall be at any fuch Pain?, till ■ 
tlic Whole be laid before us ; and, I hope, the honourable ! 
Gentleman will not think, that this Ncgle6l or Jndoknoe in 
me, proceeds from any Unwillingnefs to vindicate him or any 
other Gentlemen co;icerned in thefe Tranfadlions ; but really 
from an Opinion, that I cannot make myfelf Mailer of the 
Affair, or pafs any Judgment relating to it, till the Whole 
.be laid before the Houfe ; and, when that is done, I Cafi af- 
fure him, I ihall be extremely glad, tho* I muft fay, I fhall 
be a little furprized, to ^nd, thnt we have been guilty of no 
Miflake or Blunder, in this lolig, tedious, aila perplexed 
Kegociation. If this fhould be the Cafe, it mud be allowed, 

that^ 
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;,r Table, iince tbey ieem to think it woulii 

b; very e^i^ t^j do it* Tius I think would be of very gr^at 

Service iq him ; aiwl I a.m fure it cannot be &id, he ^vaiits 

, who liave Hearts to ttDJeitake, and Head^ to exe* 

. 1 <L Defign, iu the nioA elegant, ihe moll polite^ and 

Ue fnoH convincing Matitier, 

* Upon tbe Wiiole, Sir, there is nothing can contribute 

kie ID the Good of the Nation, nothing can io cffcc- 
}y prevent our being obliged to come co an open Rup* 
lufc, a^ oar ihewiiig that ivt are unanimous* and percmp- 
fnrHL' refolved to be at the Bottom of oar prcfent Difputci 
'iin, and to put an immedii^te End to tbeiii, either by 
.i.-- i\as of our Miniftcrs, cr the Mouths^ of our Canuon- 
irwe begin, in the very firft Step, vyith mincing the Matter, 
aod fecniing to be afraid^ leil we Ih^uld difoblige the Court 
9f Spain, by any Refoluijon we may come eo, no Man ei- 
ther abroad or at hume will believe wc are fcdous, nor will 
ti*e Court of Spain dunk of miking uny new Ofter^, or giv- 
ing plain and explicit Anfwers, I'hercfore, if there were 
DO KeceiEty for our feeing the lail Anfwer from Spain, I 
flioald be lor calling for it, lor this Kcafoa onlyi beca^ufc it 
has been moved for. 

* The calling for the kfl Anfwer fromSpnm, Sir, or any 

other Paper reiauug to the AfFtir we have sgretd to enquire 

iaSQ, h not agaJnil any Rule oblerved in our Proccedmgs ; it 

ciu k' attended with no prtfunt Danger, nor C:tn it be a 

[It of dangerous Coufeqnence in Time to cc*ine ; be* 

all chofc Papers, and the latt Anfwer in particular, are 

(lutely nceeirary for the Enquiry we have refolved to make. 

ttlemen indeed will fay^ that an Inquiry i^ [m proper 

^ nccdlcf^*, with all my Xleart, kt them put it oa that 

but it would be ridiculous for us to think of en- 

^ Dg" without feeing cT^ery fiipci that ha* been fcnt from 

fCoitiLefSpain« 
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• What Ictcrtfl, Sir, or whiit private End, the hoi 
Gendettiin^ or any of his Frietids, may Iiavep or if ( 
have ar>% for conceaJing any Memorial or AniVi-cr 
Spain, I {hall not take upon me to detcfinine ; bar, I 
already {hewn, that he an J hk Friends a tie not abfolutet)^ 
concerned J even as to the Papers that have been penti 
advifed by the Court of Spain ; becaufe the Mcafures of i 
ry 0>urt arc always influenced by the Mcafurea of 
cfpecialiy thofe with whom they negotiate ; Xherefi 
prcfent Oppofttion may affurd {bme Sufpicjon of his 
afraid, lell the laying of ihofe Papers before the 
Oiould occafton an Enqdiry into his CoRdu^^ or into I 
Conduft of feme of his Friends ; but, I am far from I 
ceiving any fuch Sufpicion ; I hope hisCondu^l and Bell 
otir has in this Refpedl, as well as every ocher, been To \ 
and upright, that he fears no impartial Enquiry into his i 
Conduft i and, I cannot allow myfelf to think, he 
dcfire to prevent an Enquiry into the Condtjfl of any of J 
Friends ; becaufe, if they liave behaved in the fame Mm 
be has done, *^n impartial Enquiry into their Cbndu£l wcr 
redound to their Honour ; and^ if any of themL have behaj 
otherwife, I am fure he would fcom to chink of endeavou 
to skreen the Guilty, 

* Having f^id thus much, Sir, I Ihall conclude with j 
earncft Wilhes, that the Hauf'e would agree with my ho 
able Fricnd'ii Motion ; indeed J think it will be for the 1 
Jiour of Parliament, andp I hope> the honourable 
man has no private End to ferve by oppofing the callingj 
or even pubbfhing any one of them ; llicrefore, for the 3 
of Unanimity, and for the Sake of perfuading the 
that we are ferious in what we are about^ I mull hope,^ 
will withdraw the Amendment he has been pleal'cd to ( "* 
and agree to the Motion as it was at iirfl: propofed.' 

The next that fpokc was Horace Wal pole, Efq; 
Speech was in SubJlance as follows, vi^- 
Slr, 
fcfiieeWarpc^cEJiii * Tho'* it would be very reafonable to pat off the I 
deration of fo important an A^air^ and fo unexp 
brought before the Houfe, as the prefent Motion ha* 
to another Day ; yet, as ihe right honourable GentJ 
who is principally concerned in the Fate of this Quel 
has made no Motion for that EfFe£l, neither fliall J, bat | 
ceed" to confider what has been advanced by the hon 
Gentleman who fpoke laA again ft thte Amendment. 1 1 
fay, 1 am glad to hear the honourable Gentleman 
fpoke la ft, aSing fo much the Part of a Friend t^waitb^ 
honourable Gentleman that fpoke before him, as Co i 
hm hk iincerp Advice. Whatever Advice the lioiiaiidikj 



f;uti-_^^^j 



I JVCCERQ^ IMS V3V Iff H ^CK m ClgPl 

tlSt^od cf ^eik]i^4tid.*i3iis. mi^cjii 
(a|de him ta Dkufpa^i Is^ ia il2 Mmeii of a 

»Mi as*! Conctiy IS ^aIx ht cask 

U -'Ijr dNifc GcBcifi&cii wio psqae them- 

V spoa t^;^^ i'^iod&^ vH) ocftaiiity «b to ufw aU Oc* 

Cioefidcrr cenaifidcs of W^ir, »i wrll us |]b« 

Dtj c: J- u^ wikkk (icfeod upon l(»cigi> NegCH 

rcstico I ^^ cor-ilderingliow much the JudgmoiC of tlie 

liotrrior San, md me Retolotiar3 or Btktvtoiir crm of llie 

llcBcT Soit^ depend i^son the Eveot gf Tluog^ ; 1 do not 

r IcBou. S,:r. Kiit tliax, if my honourable Fricmi nrar Kie 

twif his owD Sa^tv , he vvuuld ukc the Adi ic« tJiat 

Iji* L;^.,. ^, ..11 him: He would ciiulc lo have our futynt 

I CondyA proceed from ihe Relblubons of Parllameni, und 

I would for di^t Ei>d advife hying every Paper reladiig to the 

I AKm DOW under cur Confide ration before P,idiamciit : But 

If he really thiaka, the laybg of all thofe Pajjcrs bcfoTc 

pMUament, would tend to the Prtjudice of hk Coutury* he 

Dught to oppofe it, whatever iiiny be the Event of that Op* 

Ijiofttiotiwtrh refpeCl to himielf ; ^nd If, in fuch a Qifc, fof 

Itiic Sake of his Country, he riins the Risk of drawing upon 

[hbifelf iiieReieotmcm of his Couiixry, itrauii be aikiwcdp 

f 1« a^sthc Fart of a true Patricjt. 

I know, Sir^ the Par£ which the honourable Gen- 

I iipan the Floor has a£ted all along in the Differs tvcc 

ict Spain and us, to be fuch as gives him no Room to 

r^r any Difcoveiy to his Difadvantagej from the Pupen 

. that have been moved to be laid before us. Therefore^ iijr» 

the ^ight honourable Gentleman's Oppoiitioo to this Moticjn> 

^jnufl pjocedi from other Motives than perfonal Fear, I am 

Convinced J Slr^ that he is perfuaded, that if the teafl An- 

cr from Spain were laid before m^ it would produce Lon- 

ciuences incodiilent with the Peace of Britain : And I own, 

ytJiat I myfelf am of the fame Opinion i 1 am ofOpiuion 

"' at ouf calling for t>iefe Papers b abfolutely agaiuU tlm 

Forms of our Prooceding ; ior I believe there k nti 

Precedes : rf ;his HouTe having called for any Paper that te* 

:> CO a hc^ocatloi^ whik the ^mi of Wt Neeoci«tioa 



► 1*1. was in Sufpence, Tlierefore, Sir, by oar c:inmg I 
Papcre relating to this Negcciationj we fhaSl in Effeft 
the World, that we are of Opinionj that hb Majelly*s '. 
deavours to procurt an honourable and fafe Pence, *ife < 
grecableio the Nation, and contrary to theSenfeofPa 
ment. For, I believe no Nation would publiOi fnch Pa] 
with any other View, than that of breakings off all 
Confrfcnces upon riiat Subje£t ; and the State with w% 
they had been in Negociation, would cercamly look up 
as done with that Defign, and w^ould therefore refolvei 
treat with them any lorger in a friendly and peaceable J 
ner ; Therefore, if ic be more for the Good of rhe Natio 
have this AfFair accommodated in a private and 
Manner, than to have recourfe to an open and warH 
thod, it muil be inconfiilcnt with the publick Good 1 
all the Papers now called for laid before the Houfe* 

* Sir, the publtfhtng of all the Anfwers from Spain, 
latin g to the Aifair now before us, would not only be !< 
upon by them, as done with a Defign to break off all 
Conferences upon that Subject; but, I believe, it wonii 
looked upon by thcni as, and wonld really I think be, a J __ 
of Declaration of War. The publifliing of thofe Pjysen, 
would # in my Opinion, be the fame with pLiblilhing a M»* 
nifefto I for if War were to be declared, and a Manifeib ID 
be publiihed, that Manifefto muft be drawn up chieBy from 
thole very Memorials or Anfwers which are now called for ; 
and I can fee no great Dliference between publi fT ■ M i- 

nifeiloj and ptiblifhing the Groands and Reafbns , en 

it muH be founded, if ever it be pubUihed, The Uelign fit 
fuch a Manifefto J if any fuch Thing were to be pubUfhed, 
would be, to reprefent in the ftrongeft Light the Infults mi 
Injuries put upon us by the Spaniards, and the Injuilicc aud 
Frivoloufnefs of the Pretences they made ufc of, for be- 
having in fuch a Manner towards us, or for delaying to giv« 
SatisfaAion | and this can be done only from the i^apers now 
called for. As for ihc Infultsand Injuries we bave : " 
they are already too publick : They ha%*c been publir 
I believes even aggravated, with great Care and f 
and therefore, thofe Papers that give an AccDimi 
may be laid before us without any Danger, But ; 
Pretences made ufe of by Spaln^ cither tor juHifyy 
Infults and Injuries, or for delaying to give a full Re^ 
and Satisfadion, they are not yet pubiickly known^ 
ought they to be made publick, as long as there are anyHd 
of getting the Spaniards, by peaceable Means, to pa6 fi 
the Pretences t!iey now make cfe of, and to make T 
tion for pall Injuries, as well as to give a proper Secufit 
gaiii^ any fuch in Time to come. When we can no to 
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fiitcrtain 2ay fuch Hope*, it will then be Time to publifh 
andexpofc the f rivoloufnefs of ihe Prcterw^s they make irfe 
of; but this ought to be done only by Way of Mj.iiife|lo 
froffihiA Mi^jelly, in order to juiHfy the Force he then find* 
iumfclf obliged to oiake ufe of ; and I am fare no Mani- 
fcJb« nor any thing like a. Mi^oifeHo, ought to publiflied, 
tfij wt are preparcato back it with foch a formidable Ar- 
Jaanwat, as may be fuitabk to the Power of this Nation, or 
wccfliry for compelling our Enemies to ftibmit to retifonable 
Toms; othcrwifej Sir, we Ihall appear not only weak, bat 
tidioiloiis. 

* It is very eaJy, Sir, to talk big, either within I>oot3 

Dir without; and, confidering tlie Spirit of Refentment that 

kfts been iBduUriouily lllrred up in tht Nation, I know^ it 

woulcl be mighty popular in us, to come to vigorous Refolu- 

tioRs immediately ; but I do not know, if It would be 

migliey wife* I am fure, ic woulS not be wife, as long as 

wfe arc any Hopes of obtaining Redrefs by peaceableMcans j 

and even when we are come to an End of ail our Hopes in 

Ms Way, we ought not to begin to talk, till we are ready 

to a£L In this we oaght to follow the Example of that Sort 

ofAnjiaal which b peculiar to this I (land ; and therefore I 

m Dot afljamed to recommend its Example to my Gountry- 

toeor I mean, our br^ye EngliQi BuU Dog, who always 

' kites tipoo his Enemy at once, and without making the lea^ 

NoiiJe before- hand. Threatening Speeches, or even threat - 

nmg Refolutions, are but Words. They ^e Fox ^ pr^- 

Una nihil t and therefore the lefs they are made ufe of, the 

better : But if any fuch are ever made ufe of, they ought to ' 

be iflilantly followed with fuitable AtUons ; for if they arc 

not, thofe who have injnred us, will defpife our Mejiaccj, 

wd die whole World will laugh at our Folly, 

* Wben one Nation, Sir, has been infdlted or ill-afed by 
another, and no Redrefscan be ob^amed by fiir Means, it is 
without Doubt extremely proper, and even neceflary, for thofe 
who are concerned in the Government of the injured Nation, 
Jt^publiib and fet the Injuries they have foffered in the Hrpngeil 
This Method hai been always thought advifeable, 
I it gives the Subje<^ a good Opinion of the Caufe, and 
takes him contribute with Pleafure towards carrying on the 
fe^ar ; bat this ought not to be done tiU the Court 13 both rc- 
Jveid and ready to come to an open Rupture. Now, a^ 
" Hiofe who are concerned in the Government of a Nation arc 
the beR, If not the fole Judges, not only of the Time when 
they oi^ht to refolve, but like wife of the Time when they 
sre feady and prepared to come to an open Rupture j there- 
fore, in my Opinion, they are the only Perfons that ought 
\ be allowed toejideavour to ftir up what is called a national 
S 2 Kefcnt- 
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Refentmcnt. For this ReafoD, I cannot but think; that 
fome of thofc Gentlemen who have been lately fo bofy in 
flirring ap the Relentment of oar People againft the whole 
SpaniSi Nation, have gone a little beyond their Sphere : 
They have been a^ing a Part they were no Way (^ualiiied 
for, either by their Knowledge of pcblick Affairs, or the 
Station they happened to be in. They have been doing all 
that they could to involve the Nation in a War, when, for 
what they knew, we were in a fair Way of obtaining Re- 
drefs by peaceable Meafures ; or perhaps, when our Cir- 
cumftances, neither at home nor abroad, could allow us to 
come to an open Rupture. In either of which Cafes it muft 
be allowed, they have been doing their. Country an Injury { 
for, with refpe^l to the former, if we fliould have obtained, 
or fhould yet obtain Redref^ by peaceable Meafures, they 
have been doing an Injury to their Country, by endeavouring 
to ftir up and edabliih among our People, an Enmity to a 
Nation, with which an honourable Member, who has fpcke 
in this Debate, has owned it is our Intereft to be in perpe- 
tual Friendfhip ; and even thofewho Hiould at laft be obliged 
to come to an open Rupture, yet they have done an Injury 
to their Country, by beginning too early to ftir up the Re- 
fentment of our People ; becaufe, when the Refentment of 
la People is too foon (lirred up, it is apt to evaporate before 
it produces the proper EfFedt. 

* Thus, Sir, ft muft appear, . that thofc buiy Intermed^ 
lers in publick Affairs have been doing an Injury to their 
Country, whatever may be the EfFe<5t of our prefent Nego- 
ciations; and fuppoling we were in Circumftances proper for 
encouraging us to declare War : But, if we were not in fuch 
Circumftances, they, were endeavouring to do a moft notable 
Injury to their Country ; for furely, no greater Injury can 
be done to a Country than that of involving it in a War, 
wlieh it has no Profpedl of being able to profecute the War 
with Advantage. It was a Maxim with Julius Csefar, never 
to venture evien a Battle, if the Difadvantages that might 
enfue from a Defeat appeared to be greater than any Ad- 
vantages he could expedt from a Vidtory 5 and in Africa, we 
are told, that he bore with many Infults and Indignities from 
the adverfe Army, only becaufe by a little Patience he ha4 
Reafon to cxpeft being able to obtain a Viftory with left 
Blood-fhed. In refolving upon War or Peace, the "fame 
Maxim ought to be obferved ; which makes the Queftion of 
fuch an intricate Nature, that none but thofe who arc 
thoroughly.acquainted with the Circumftances of a Nation, 
can, or ought to deliberate upon it : Therefore as we q^not 
pretend to be thoroughly acquainted with the prefent Cir- 
fpmftances of thp Nation, we ought not to do any thing, nor 
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ikjreany tliiDgtobe done, tBartnay tend tDirafds inrolrifig 
tJic Nation in a War ; aod till his Mtj«^ toqoaints m that 
k h i^folFed Qpaiip and prepared Ibr an opcis Riiptztrr^ we 
Ought not to call !br any Paper, tha£ may, for m^lut «>& 
kmWi itnd to oonErm, 2nd evxn iirltste that natto^ Re- 
fenfmenf , which has been already moft imprndeiitJy, il not 
, flirred up. 

I M^kit ] ha%'e faid| Sir, I think it is o^'kicnt, that 
L,c iVlemorkls cr Anfwers from Spain, efpecially the la/l, 
J in all ProbabiUcy Papers of fudi a Nature, that they 
t yet be commtinlcated to this Houfe. So fM indeed I 
^ -c with the honourable Gentleman, that the Houfe is not 
obtiged to take my Word, nor that of any other Alem- 
s^ br, us to the Conteots of thofe Papers ; but it has alwayi 
^ hmi obferved as a Rale in this Hotafe, to call for no Papers, 
bat fuch as we had Reafon to believe, the Crown might 
tifely commcnicate to us. Sarety we are not to court a Denial 
from the Ciown ; and upon the prefent Ocoifion^ we ought 
If) be more cautions in this Refpe£t than at any other Time* 
Every one know's how loth his Majefly is to deny any Thing 
to his Parliament, Nothing but the publick Good will ever 
prevail with him to do fo ; and even in fuch a Cafe, it would 
fee with the utmoft Reluctance and Uneafmeis* 1 am per- 
'fcded every Gentleman th^t hears me, has fuch a dutiful Rc- 
Tpeil for his Majefty, that he would not propofc or a- 
|rec to any thing, that might unneccflarily give him a Mo^ 
team's Dif<|uiet ; but in the prefent Cafe, a Denial from the 
Crown might be attended with Confeqnences llill more fatal, 
li would make all other Foreigners, afe well as the Spaniards, 
who do not well underiUnd our Conftitution, imfigine, tiwc 
there was no good Harmony between his Majefty and his 
*^iirljament; which would of Gourfe render the Spaniards 
pliable than they are at prefent, and confequendy might 
It only prevent our being able to obtain Redrefs in a peace - 
k Manner, but might even prevent our bemg able to form 
proper Alliances for obtaining it by Force of Arms. 

It has been faid. Sir* that all the Papers now called for, 

ire abfolntely neceffary for the Enquiry we have already 

To! red on. This, In my Opinion, is very far from being 

le Cafe. We have refolved to take the Petitions now pre- 

ted to m into our Confideration. In purfuance of this 

folution^ we cannot reeularly enter into any Enquiry, but 

that which relates to the Truth of the Fa^ fet forth in the 

Petitions; and fu rely we canexpcft no Proof of tliofe Fa£ts, 

from any of the Spaniih Memorials. When we have ex- 

amineid into thofc Fa£b, and foim4 fome or moil of them to 

be trae, which, I believe, will be the Cafe, fuch a Difcovery 

[y £ive a Foundation for our refolving upon anochtr En* 
. : 
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Spain. If this ihc-'d be the Cife, i-.ty izij ±e:: be ( 
ioT ; but till then, I Cir.Lo: n:;d we h-*. e tie Icai: Occinoc I 
examine into ary one cf Lhem. 

* As tor aa Er.quiry into theCocd^ia cf ±c-e who have 1 
concerned in our late Xegocutfcns v^lzn. Sp2:c,GeEdemen i 
enter into it when they ^x^ie ; b::t I hope they v^-bald no^ 
for the Sake of puniihing o-r Negociators, fuppcfing thc^ 
liave been guilty of Miftakei, refolve to pucifh tke Natki^ 
by involvii^g it in a dangerous and expeniire War, whk^ 
in all probability might have been otberwiie avoided. C 
have had iinne Hand, Sir, in feveral Negodations ; but, |! 
think it camiot be iaid, I had ever any Share in any of oar 
N^ociations with Spain : However, I know ibmcthing dF 
them, and from what I know, from what is publiddjT 
known, [ muft obferve, that fome Gentlemen feepi to be ia 
a farpnfing Mifbke as to thefe Negociations. They feem t» 
isfinuate, as if we had been negociating with Spain for abovr 
twcn^ Years without any £f{ed. Surely » Gentlemen cannot 
ftave torgot,that, within thefe twenty Years, there have been tw» 
pabU^ and famous Treaties between Spain and us ; by each oT 
which they promifed full Reparation for all paft Injurieii 
and that no fuch Injuries fhould be committed for the fatoie. 
We all know^ that in the Year 1721 a Treaty of Peace wai 
condoded at Madrid between Spain and us, which was the 
fiune Year confirmed by the Treaty of Alliance between 
Great Britain, France, and Spain ; that by the fecond Ar- 
ticle of the faid Treaty, * all former Treaties were confirm- 
ed j* and that by the third Article, his Catholick Majefty 
exprefly promifed, * that all the Goods, Merchandizes, Mo- 
' ney. Ships, and other EfFeds, which had been feized, ai 
' well in Spain as the Indies, fhould be fpeedily ref^ored ia 
^ the fame Kind, or according to the jufl and true Value of 
• them, at the Time they were feized. 

* I am not. Sir, to anfwer for every Step that brought oa 
that Treaty i fome Gentlemen, perhaps, know more of them 
than I do, but I will venture to fay, Sir, that we muft from 
hence fuppofc, that by this Treaty an End was put to all 
Negociations before tliat Time ; and that from this Trcaqr 
our Minifters had Rcafon to expedl full Reparation for su^ 
paft Injuries, and a Security againft all fuch in Time to 
oome ; but fome new Differences having afterwards anlim 
between the two Nations, a new Treaty was fet on Fopt^ 
which was afterwards concluded at Seville, in the Year 1 729- 
By this new Treaty a Reparation for paft Injuries, and a 
Security againft future, were arain exprefly flipulato!; fiir, ' 
by the firft Article^ * all former Treaties of Peace, Friendfhip, 

< and 
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* loe to do asy Tlui^ nor fiiier mj Tkii^ 
idoee^ dnx imj be tvmsmr dsac«D» iliiefilf or infi- 

% die^ntrtli Amdc/it is f -^ -^ * pastka- 

doff tbe Cbomercc of die £f^ n In Ajne- 

I ftoold be exodied ss beietDfbrif ; saa chat Oideis 

I be difpitdaei widioac ^nj Dcbr, a* ib^ ht tlae 

msy bt for tJx enme Re^clUbliibfiiait at 

en l::^ i: cot af die ^M Ticatks and Conv^D- 
^ Uons' Acd by the fixtk *?ti€*r it is aj^perd, * diatCom- 
F nH&ries fbpdd t^ " z 

^ I ef iae I'. ^ 

r tbe tefprcltve PmeTiiJoRa v^^ick reUtoi to tbe . 
'fc&A to kkv^ fen cosimitced in Commerce, 2 ^ 

Indies ^ in EunrTf, and all the other refp:. 3 

p ifl America, v, nether with refpeS to the L- , 
' ^tife i* ard they prorrtife, • to caofc to be executed panc- 
' tually and exi^ly, what fhoald be (0 dcd^cd hy tbe £iid 
f' CotDmifiaries, witiiia fix Montlis after their ma-kiug their 
I* Report;' which Report they were, by the eighth Arcide, 
> make within three Years, to be compui^ from the D2J 
f the Stgtiing of that T^eatJ^ 

Accordingly, we know. Sir, that CommiCiries wer^ 
tfpeftively nomin sited ; but by various Accidents die Meet- 
I of thefe Comrai£irie3 was delayed till the B^inning of 
Vcar I r -; : ; and thcrfeore ih^ Time for their finifhing 
tlieir Com million j and making their Report, was prolonged to 
i I ^ r three Years after their firil Meeting ; fo that thj« 
ns, upon the Footing on which rhey are at prefent, 
DQ£ be faid to have couimenecd till the Beginning of ths 
1735, and therefore cannot be faid to have iailcd abov« 
lyeari ; and from confidering thefe Treaties, efpeaally 
and the feveral Steps that have been made by m 
tifce that Time, it mnt be granted, I think, that we have 
done ali that a prudent and wife People could do for obtain- 
ing, in a peaceable Manner^ a full Reparation for all pa^ 
Itijuries, and an abfolute Security againft our being expofed 
to any fuch in Time Eo come. Jf there m any Fault there- 
fore, it inutl be wholly attributed to the Spaniards, who have 
refuicd or neglefled to perform the repeated fokmn Engage- 
mrnts they have entered Into with U3 ; but with regard to 
their Behaviour cowards vs, or whether ihe Breaches of Pro- 
they have been guilty of can warrant an Immediate 
cure, is an Enquiry which cannot come regularly bcfoi^ 
Dufc i nor ought we, by our Conllltution, to attempt 
ch Enquiry: It is an Enquiry which oughc to be left 
to his Majeily's Wifdom and Jufticc; becaufc, from 
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ii^G^ II. thence it is that Peace or War muft be determined ; and, 
hope, it will be admitted, that our pretending to determine 
this Cafe, would be an Incroachment upon the Prerogatit 
of the Crown. 

* The Parliament, 'tis true, Sir, is »the great and the 
preme Council .of the Nation, and confequently it is. 
Council in which our King ought to p«t his chief C 
dence, and which he ought to confult upon all impoi 
Affairs, when thofc Affairs are brought to fuch Maturity, 
to fuch •£ Crifis, as to be ripe for being made publick ; ' 
no Man will pretend, that the Parliament is a fecret Cou 
or, that any Affair ought to be laid before Parliament, till 
can be fafely communicated to the Publick. Negociationsi 
all Kinds are of fuch a Nature, tluit while they condnoe i| 
the Shape of Negociations, they ought to be kept inviol 
fecret ; and, it is for this Reafon that, by the Excdli 
and Wifdom of our Conffitution, the Power of makii^Pt 
of War is lodged folely in the Crown ; becaufe, for the G 
of the Nation, it is abfolutely neceffary, that all the St _ 
we make towards a Peace, fhould be kept fecret, till a Tni^ 
ty is adually concluded jfor that Purpofe ; and likewife it m 
neceffary, that all the Steps we make towards a War, nayi 
even our Preparations for War, fhould be kept as fecret au^ 
poffible, till a War is adiually declared, or at leaft juff rea^ 
to be declared. In the prefent Cafe, if oar NegociatioM 
with Spain fhould end in a Treaty, which I hope diey will^ 
and I dare lay every Gentleman here wiffi^.his Country ib 
well as to hope the fame, his Majeffy will then, without 
doubt, communicate that Treaty to his Parliament ; and, o^ 
the other Hand, if our prefent Negociations fhould prove a' 
bortive, if his Majefty fhould at laff find, that notlung will, 
prevail but the Ultima Ratio Regum^ he will certainly make 
fuch Alliances, and take fuch Meafures, as he in his gteat 
Wifdom may think proper or neceffary, for rendering the 
IffTue of that War advantageous and glorious to this Nation; 
and when he has not only fully rdblved upon War, bat 11, 
fully prepared for coming to an open Rupture, he will 
then communicate to his Parliament the feveral Stnw 
ht has taken, and all the Papers that may be neceffary for 

fiving them a fufficient Light into the Affair. This, Ifxfp 
ir, we may be affured of, from his Majefty's known Wtf 
dom, and from the Condefcenffon he has always fhewn to* 
iVards his Parliaments ; therefore, we ought to be eztremelv 
cautious in calling for any Papers, that may tend towana 
rendering publick any prefent Negociation his Majefty may 
been^^ in ; and as this would probably be theConfeqnqyOB 
of laying any of th» late Memorials or Anfwers from Spuii 

befbie 



( 137 ) 

: us, we oagKt to fufpend our Ciincfity, till hh Maje- 

may think U proper to cQmmiinicate tliem. 

' J Kope, Sir» 1 have now dearly fhewn ^ that none of the 

Memorials or A^ifwcrs from Spain can be faid to be necef- 

(or any Enquiry we have a.s yet refolvet! on; ^nd that 

communicating of any of tliem to this Houie^ or evea 

caJHng for them, wotild be of dangerous Canfequence, 

Phetf, as to the Unanimity of our Proceedings, I canttotbut 

bink it is ns Ibon^ an Argument for prevailing with the 

' nourable Gendcman who made the ^lotion, to agree to 

Amendment propofedj as it can be for preirailing with 

hononotirable Friend to withdraw the Amendment he has 

ened ; therefore, whatever Regard he may have for the 

tiotirable Gentleman who was fo good aa to offer him Ad* 

I hope he will, upon the prefent Occafion, take the 

erty to refufe k i and, I hope that, for the Sake of Una* 

ni£y» the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion, 

ill be the flrll to agree to the Amendment that has beea 

crtd.* 

Sir William Windham fpoke next : 

Sir, 

■ When the honourable Gentleman who propofed the A- gj^ wa 

tndmentj firfl ^ve his Reafons againil fome Fart of the 

otion that has been made to us, I was pretty much inclined 

I agree with him in Opinion ; but fmee I have more fully 

nfidcred the Circumstances of the Cafe before us* 

have heard what has been faid on the other Side of 

QucHian, I mult be for agreeing to the Motion 

Itbout any Amendment; therefore I hope the ho* 

arable Gentleman will take the Advice that has been 

bred him, and give up his Amendment, notwitMandfrg 

It has been faid to the contrary hf hia worthy Friend near 

for, I think, no Man can more effeflually Ihevv his 

Bflterefted Regard for the Good of his Country, than by 

jitributing a$ much as he caii toward* fliewlng to the WorUl, 

: we arc not only ferious but unanimous upon the prefent 

afion. 

IfPeace^ Sir,be a defirable Things there is, m myO- 
nion, nothing that will contribute more towards our being 
to procure a proper Redrefs, in a peacablc Manner^ 
our agreeing unanimoufly to the Motion now made to 
I mpike no Qyeflion but chat an Exprefs wilt this very 
ht be fent to the Court of Spain, and f hope that Ex- 
the News not only of our having^^greed to 
..t of our having unanimoufly agreed to it, 
i Uy\ I hope, nay I moil heartily wilh it may be 
becaufe I am convinced, tliat nothing can contribute more 
ardi preventing our being obliged to come (o £3£Utm\XW^» 
Vol, V, T igt 
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for I am furc no Man wHl fay but that we ougbi to come la 
Extremiiics, rather than continue any longer to At 
tamely under the Infults and Indignities that have hm 
put upon the Nation, in the Perfom of fome of mt 
moil ufeful Subje^s ; and the be ft Way of obtaining Repa* 
ration and Security by fair Means, is to flie%v tliat we arc fs- 
fqlved to have It by foul^ if it cannot be otherwiie obuiiiei 
If by our Behaviour upon the prefcnt Oecafion, it {hmld be 
made apparent to the World, and particularly to the Coort of 
Spain, that this is our Refolutionj it may probably leak 
that Court a little more pliable than our Negotiaion halt 
ever yet found them; for in publick as well as private life, 
the fkirefl: Way of living in Peace and Quiet, is to gaio aai 
prefer ve the Chara£ler of being ready ^ upon any jull Pnm)- 
cation, to try the Fate of a Combat. 

* I cannot comprehend. Sir, why it has been fo r 
fiHed on XD ihis Debate, that it is the Intereft of thi 
to keep up a good Conefpendence with Spain; I am iiuic 
it IS as much the Jnterell of Spain to keep up a good Cat* 
refpondenoe with us^ as it is our Iiuerefl to live in Frkndi!hip 
with tliem i and former Experience has often fliewn, that 
tliey have more Reafoti to be afraid of a Ruptore with cs, 
than we have to be afraid of a Rupmre with thcoi^They have, 
*cis true, of lace Years, Tet up fome Pre tencc^ which are inooa- 
iiltenC with Juflice and the Rights of this Nation : Tbcy 
liave plundered our Merchants, and male treated our Seamen i 
and they have reftifedj or unreafonably delayed, to giw m 
any proper Satisfaflion. What can this be owtng to * It w 
not owing to their being ignorant of their own Tntereft, or of 
the Danger they may expofe themfelves to by coming to wj 
open Rupture with us. It muH he owing to fome un- 
y>le Notion they have begun' Co entertain, that we a: 
of coming to an open Rupture with them; and while 
entertain fuch a Notion, they will never do us Juflice 
peaceable Manner. How they came at iirft to conceive 
a Notion I do not know; but I tnuft Ciy, that by our Hk 
Patience and Forbearance, not only they, but all the Worli 
I believe, begin to think that we will fubmit to any Thiog 
rather than engage in a War i and while thi^ Opinion pre- 
vails, we may live in Peace, but I am fure we cannot live 
tt Eafe, or in Quiet, It is therefore high Time to refuiDC 
the antient, and what, I hope, will always be found lo 
be the true Chara^er of this Nation. It U high Time, 
it is even become neceflkry for us to do %m^C ' " 
for convincing; the World th^t we are now, and a! 
will be, ready to vindicate our Honour by Vdrt- -*~ ^ - 
when we cannot obtain a full Satisfaction by peace 
and upon the preftnt Qccafion ive can do thi$, ^my oy 
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greeing uniniaio-i^j zzcz tie nycf rixtnz; JLi:Ictiar.£. *-=^^iJ^ ^ 
upon wch Rdb! -d:;r-f, li c-;gz: :; be ti innirinii: C nrir- ~ '*^ 

quence of the TrciTEic-: c.r >ifrc*ii:3 i.rc S^rr: iiltc 
met with. Tiiis is wli: 1^ ilT^iLir bee- ra: j:r^ diliiaf ; 
and it is whit czuzd. dot* be i^lIltIt jooc fr,r:»ox ncr 
having firil fecn, or a: Icid ci'rfc for, doK t-tt p£3cs 
which, by the Amcrcsient, arc jTCTcicd :? be fcf: oi of 
the Motion. 

* From whst I have (iii. Sir, :: « ill irper, thsi tie 
chief, I may (ay tie cclj Argz=*- : inaic zi of tg^irf 
our calling for the Anfwfrs cr ir«iicria]5 frosn SnEiz. is 
really one of the iirorged ArpmeEts fbr it. Tls chief 
Ar^amient made Cie or z-gLizr. czr Calling for rbeit Pipe:? 
is founded on a SuppcSrfcn, tr_it rif living of lacr Pipc-s 
before us may inreirupt the Cczrjt cz ocr p=Lcrf-I X?^:- 
tiationsy and involve die Nation in a Wir. Kor- «iIL n?: 
our re^ifing, or even dsk}-irg, for faih a RcLibr., t? cJl 
for Papers, which are certainly eitrczc^y proper lo be 
looked into, upon the prcicnt Occa£c£, be a Teiiaiczy cf 
our being terribly afraid of icvch'irg the Xalion in a 
War? Will it not coii£nn the^Nodoo, which I an 
afraid the Spaniards now entertain of c5 ? Will it me 
make them conclude that ^-e are moie afraid of ccmii^ 
to an open Rupture with them, than «-e are fo^d of 
doing Juftice to our injured Merchar.ts ? And as an AccDsrt 
of this Day's Debate will certainly be feet to tbc Court of 
Spain, will not they prefume fh)m thence, that they may 
flill put off agreeing to any reafi>nab:e Term:, or offering 
any proper Satisfadion ? This will of Coarfe make it necei- 
fary for us to come to Extremities ; fb that like thcfe pri%*aae 
Men, who have the Misfortune to have a fheepifh Look, or 
too much Medefly in their Behaviour, we may probably 
draw ourfelves into a Quarrel, which a little decent Boldnefs 
might have prevented. From whence it is plain, that our 
agreeing to the Amendment the honourable Gentleman has 
been pleafed to ofier, will moft probably lead the Nation in- 
to what he feems to be mod afraid of; unlefs he thinks, 
kvhich I am (ure is far from being the Cafe, that we ought 
U> bear patiently with all pail Injuries, and fubmit tamely 
to all fixture, rather than run the Risk of a War. 

* I fhall grant, Sir, that no Negotiation, nor any mate- 
rial Paper relating to it, ought to be made publick, till that 
^fegotiation be brought to a Period ; but where neither Party 
lias a Mind toamufe and deceive the other, every Negociation 
null foon be brought to a Period. The Protraaing of 
my Negotiation, for a Number of Years, is a certain Sign, 
ihat one of .the Parties at lead has a Mind to amufe and de- 
ceive, as might be proved by a vail Number of Examples; 
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In i.r, f.^rr, k.,pturt, it wculd make rhem begin to 
v/irli ij', ij|,',fi a fiiir, a candid, and a {erious Footing, 
"/IihIi, III uty ( )^nttioit, limy have never yet done: But if 

they 
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hey are really refolved to come to an open Rapture* rather AMoit, Ceo.] 

*-an do us Juilioc, the EiFed of fach a Refolution would '^^*»*- 

en indeed bcj not to make them break off Conferences 

mh UE, but to make tis break ofF Conferences with them ; 

Jfer^s they are Defendants only, it is their Bufinefs to ne- 

Igotiate, as long as we will negotiate with them j and as we 

[art Plaintifi^ only^it is ourEufmel's to infill upon a fpeedy and 

I » Citegorical Anfwcr ; and in Cafe of Refufal or Delay, lo 

I hmk off all Conferences, and betake ourfelves to thofe Means, 

which may probably prove more effectual. Can either of thefc 

be called an Effed which we ought to be afraid of? No, Sir, 

I even -the laft, h an Effl£t whicK we ought to be fond off; 

I for if a fnlHcJent Redrefs is not to be obtained without a Ryp* 

ti*re, the fooner we come to it the better : A State of War 

h more eligible than the uncertain, mongrel State we ai^ ia 

I at prdent. 

• But we are now told> Sir, that the prefent Negociations 
I between Spain and us have not continued for above three Years ; 
and to prove this, the honourable Genileman who fpoke 
kft, has been pleafed to give m a long Account of the many 
Treaties lately concluded between the two Crowns. No 
Man I 'tis true, is more able than he to give an Account of our 
I late Treaties and Negociations ; and I fliaU own my Obliga*- 
[ tioR for the exafl Account he has given of fome of them ; 
I but, *ds oertiin, and even that honourable Gentleman will, 
' I bellevCj allow, that che Spaniards have been continuing 
their Tncroachments and Depredations almoft without Inter- 
ruption for above twenty Years; and he will, I believe^ 
like wife allow, that as yet we have obtained no Reparation 
for paft Injuries, nor any Security againft future. What h 
it then appears from the long Account he has given us of 
ihc late Treaties between Spain and us ? Doej it not from 
thence appciir, that we have been for above t^'enty Years not 
only ncgociating, but aflually conduding Treaties, in vain, 
and without die leaft EfFe<^ ! What Hopes other Gentlemen 
nuy put in our prefent Negoctacing I do not know; but 
for my Part I muft declare, that I put no great Hope$ in any 
Negociation wc can carry on, or any Treaty or Convention. 
we can make ; and I muft think I am jollified in this Way 
of tbinldng, by the Account the honourable Gentle- 
man has been pleafed to give us of the late Treatie* 
concluded between Spain and us. By thefc Treaties 
have two or three Times already exprefsly promifed 
Reparation and Security : They have as yet performed 
e of ihcfe Promifes, What Reafon have we lo think, 
will be more faithful in the Performance of any 
Life they may make by the next Treaty, or by any 
? Treaty ? I am furc, i£ they do ihew themfclves more 

faithful 
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"»7r-S* "• faithful in Time to come, i: will ncc prcced from ocr 
(hewing fuch a Backwirdr^eis in a:nilng to an open Rup- 
ture with them, as fcT^e Genrlemen -^j^esi ro ihew apoa . 
the prefent Occaiion. No N^ri on in the Wcrld will per- } 
form a Promife, tho' made bv the moil ibiema Treaty, if it ! 
be againil their Intcreft to do to: Thev will always £bd ■ 
Pretences for delaying cr evading it, if they think diey can 
do fo with Safety; and they will always think £0, if they 
have any Reafon to believe, that the Nation, in whofe Fa- 
vour it was made, is fo impotent or fo cowardly, that they 
dare r.ot attempt in a ho&ile Manner to revenge an loiradioa 
of a folemn Treaty. 

This, I am afraid. Sir, is the Cafe between Spain and us. 
We have been of late io pafiive, that, I fear, they have be- 
gun to think we will not, or dare not come to an open Rup- 
ture with them ; and if this be tiieir Way of Tiunking, 
there is nothing will alter their pinion, but a vigorpos and 
well conduced War ; fo that by our Long-fufFering and ex- 
treme Readineis to oblige them, inftead of avoiding a War, 
we have already made it become neceilary. Tney may 
grant us the Favour of a new Treaty ; they may by that 
Treaty again promife full Reparation and Security ; but if 
they continue in the fame Way of Thinkii^, thofe Promiies 
will be as ill-kept as any of the former. In my Opinion* it 
h therefore abfolutely improper for us, upon the preient Oc- 
caiion, to ihew the leaft G)ncern about what -may be the 
Confeqoences of any Refolution propofed. An unanimous 
and hearty Q)ncurrence in the moll vigorous Refolution^, may 
make them alter their Opinion of us, or may make them 
think, that we are refolved to alter our Condud with refpeft 
to them ; and this I take to be the only Way of avoiding a 
War, which will otherwife, either now or very foon hereafter, 
become abfolutely unavoidable ; unlefs we are reiblved al- 
ways to fubmit tamely to the fame Sort of Injuries we have 
already fufFered, and to forfeit our Charafter and our Trade 
in every Part of the World. 

* I Inall readily admit, Sir, that it would be ridiculous in 
us to talk big, or to come to vigorous Refolutions, upon 
this or any other Occaiion, unlefs thofe Refolutions were 
to be followed by fuitabic Adlions. Nay, I believe, it would 
be ridiculous in us to fit out formidable Squadrons, or to 
take grciit Armies into our Pay, unlefs thofe Fleets and 
thofe Armies were to be furniihed with proper Orders or In- v 
ftrudtions for enabling' them to follow Words with Blows» in 
Cafe of any Denial or unreafonable Delay of Juftice. I 
know that threatening Memorials, are but Words 5 and, I 
believe, the honourable Gentleman talks from Experience^ 
when he fays, that fuch Words will always be contemned, 

if 
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to the :h.--c:3n:zg?Lr.i: -"ic-i zc i Zr.:::>. FirLiir;-^^: I ix^rc 

foUoiBi-cc wiii :"iiL:~li A :"::•: r_-. The J-Jz'^icm or Scuir, jlj 
well £5 cze c: her zeTt.*"- -liLcwi-^ >_ii :::1I R^aica ro re- 
menibcr izt ?.rcl-r":=i :f c^r ?irl]ici>:-: in ;!ie Y^jlt 
17c 1-2. Frc=i die ZiJLivL'i.- cr* ihe Xi^cn -: :>..i: Ti:»r» 
and for fbs-.e Vdr; an^r, v.-v =: — : ccnc!-o*, ±«: :he L■^^eJ.:;rc- 
nkg RcTo! priori c: 2. ZrizlCz ?ir'.:i=:.^7.z w:I! be ?l>I!c*;^i» 
and Ijpcediljr fellow si, cy I'Jcib^e Acr::r^. Thvry have 
from thence g~cd Rsiicn s> c^ncljii^, :ii:, even it chis 
Time, cur Words v>z.l nc: cnlv ce r'clIjjv.Tri \v!:h Bloifc-?, but 
that every Blow wil! be fc'lcwoi by ancrher, till we b:it^ 
oar Enemies to reaibnable Terms; aniis :r.e Joilice of our 
Caofe is now as great ai it wis die:!, I am ilire oar En?m:;rs 
have no Caufe to expect greater Favour from Providence* 
than they met *'ith at that Time : Thereibre, if they have 
any Hopes of Succeis, it mui: be in our Milcor.duct, or 
in the fuppofed Weaknefs of our Councils ; and if they 
fhooid bring Things to Extremity-, I hope they will iinci 
thcmfelves difappointcd in both. .^ 

* With re^ft to the general Refentment, that now 
prevails over the whole Nation, again^ the Depredations 
committed by the Spaniards, however dila^/eeable it may be 
to fome Gentlemen, I muft declare, that it is extremely a- 
grceable to me ; and it is fo, becaufe I think it is jull. I do 
not really know what the honourable Gentleman means by 
faying, that it has been ftirred up by thofc who had nej. 
Title to ftir it up, or who did not know what they were a-. 
boat. I believe it has been ftirred up by none but the? 
Spaniards themfelves j for I have fo good an Opinion of the 
Underflanding of my Country-Men in general, as to be- 
lieve, that their Judemenf^ and confequcntly their Uefent- 
mcnt, as well as their Gratitude, depends ypon the Nature 
of Things, and not upon what may be faid or wrote upon 
any Sabje£l. For this Reafon, if none of the Aftions of 
the Spanifh Guarda Cofta's had been unjuft, if their Be- 
haviour towards our Merchants had not been cruel and bar- 
barous as well as unjuft, I believe it would have been im- 
poffible to have ftirred up fuch a gfencral Rcfcntmcnt as now 
prevails againft them, tho' all the beft Pens in the Nation 
had been as much employed to throw their Actions into 
a malicious and invidious Light, as fome of tlie worft have 
been to palliate and ezcufe, or rather juftify their Behaviour 
lowaxds Hi. I muft tbe^ore think, that it fignifics very 
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^rinS!' '** ''^'^ ^^ *^ ^^ ^^^ cndeavoar to ftir up the ReHentmeii^ 
of the People ; becaofey if there 13 a jail Caute for it^ 
their Reientment will rife of Courfe 3 and if there is no Caoib 
for it, no Art or Perfuaiion will be able to raile it. Tot 
Refentment of the Nation ib, ''tis true, come to a very great 
Height upon the prefent Occafion, and if it (hould evaporate 
before it produces the defired Effe^ it is eafy to forefee who 
will 6it^cnt to be blamed ; but tho* there are no People of 
a more generous and forgiving Temper than the People of 
this Nation, yet, I hope, they wilt never allow their Re- 
ientment to evaporate : I hope they will neither forget nor 
forgive, till they fee Juftice done to fuch of their Country- 
Men as have been injured, and a fiill SatisfadUon made to . 
the Nation for the Infults that have been put upon it. 

' I have now* I hope, fhewn. Sir, that if we have a 
Mind to take the beil Method for preventing a War, or ob* 
taining Redrefs in a peaceable Manner, we ought to agree 
unanimoufly to the Motion without any Amendment What ^ 
the Anfwer from the Crown may be, I ihall not pretend to ' 
determine, becaufe 1 know nothing of the Nature of anv oi' . 
the Papers called for ; but furely our Addrefling to have them ': 
laid before us can be of no Prejudice. Suppofe his Majefly 
fhould think it inconfiftent with the publick Safety to lay , 
fome of thofe Papers before us, his being obliged to tell us ^ 
can give him no Difquiet; becaufe it is a proper Anfwer, and 
an Anfwer which this Houfe has generally been fatisfied with : 
It is an Anfwer which cannot make any Man, that has a Weight 
in any foreign Council,nor any Man of common Underflanding 
at home, iuppofe that there is the leaft Difagreement ]3e- 
twcen his Mnjefty and his Parliament ; becaufe we cannot 
ffippofc the Minifters of any foreign Court we have to 
do with, nor any Man of Common Senfe at home, fo ignorant 
of our Conflitution, as not to know that the Parliament al- 
ways leaves it to the Crown to determine, what Papers are 
£t to be laid before them ; and never infift upon a Sight of 
any Paper, after the Crown has told them that it is not fafe tD ' 
make it publick, unlefs when they have Reaion to fufpefi^ 
that fuch an Anfwer proceeds from evil Counfel, and from the 
felfifh Ends of a Miniller, in order to conceal ibme criminal ' 
or falfe Step he has been guilty of. Then, indeed, the Par- ^ 
liament would probably infill upon having fuch a Paper laid ' 
before them, and might perhaps addrefs the King to knoir ^ 
who advifed him to fend fuch an Anfwer; and then it might. ^ 
be fuppofed, both abroad and at home, that there was no- ^ 
great Harmony between the King and his Parliament, or ^ 
at leall between his Miniflers and his Parliament ; but fordy, ^ 
neither the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, nor any o- - 
titer, has the lealt Ground to fuipcA that this may be tlie Gw at '- 

preient; 
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t^ br cfwiffTOTtag tiae Goon of %«io Ib dieNQdea 
ieem «» emgatj ia of cs ^t ive ire iJSr^ «ed 
idler ft^Minc K> asf T^rng^ don oome to mttofeft Rm- 
Mt^ them. BoC «^ arc toM. ii^ oc^t isoe to call for 

iKcisle w^ Ib¥ci!o^ noOcc^fion lor ^vtm i tnd to 
lie have do Oocaficm for them, it b laBi llut in Fur- 
^ of tkc RelalntioD \rc }ta.ve come to, iit €3ibtk>C rtgix* 
at £fft, etier Imo stsy Eixpirj^ bat tlut of the Ttuitl 
r Fa£b fee fortii in tiie Pedtiom now prcfcnteJ lo m. 
I am furprized to hear from a Gmtkoiaa fo \x^H ac- 
ted wiih the Fa^s fet forth in the Petitiom* and fo much 
ilcf of tije Cuftoms and MctKtwIf of Proceeding in Par- 
[It. Sir, we h^ve no Occafioii for fuch an Enquiry 
or Form's fake merely. We Ji!l know the Fafls are 

and if we proceed no further, 1 (hall be fgrry we have 
lo lar I for we lliill then only leave upon Record, in 
mrnalsof Parliatircnt, a Teftimcny of the Infults and 
cs we have tj^mtly fuHered, which is a Tcftimony tlti^t 
[> Way contribute to the Honour of the Nation t arid 
ore we ought to be fo far from recordings that^ if it 
poffible, we ought to prevent its being handed down to 
ri^. If we look but into the Prayer of the Petitions 
itcd to ys, we muft fee we have fomc thing elfe to do, 
merely to enquire into tlie Truth of Fa^a. l*hc Pe- 
ers bcfeech us, * To provide fuch a timely and adequate 
sdy, as may put an End to all Infults and Dcpretiitiona 
ic Britifh Subjects; and to procure fuch Relief fbr tliiS 
ppy Suffi^rers, as the Nature of their Cafe, and tlie 
5e of their C^ufe, require.' Are we not ihf n, in Pur- 
c of our Refolution, to endeavour to provide fuch d 
pdy; snd procure fuch Relief? And u it pllible for us 
termine what may be a proper Remedy, what may be 
iper Relief, without feeing whit the Cyurt of Spain mvc 
sd, and wlat thcv pfciend fn Jufuftcitign of thcmfdve*? 
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^*^ iV.^* '** ^^ ^^ "^ ^^y ^ looked on as a final Anfwer. It is fo far 
from being a flat Denial of Juftice, that it ieems to ihew an 
Inclination towards doing Jullice, asfoonas fomc difputed 
Fa^s can be cleared up ; and I am told it may admit of 
fach Explanations, as may put an End to all our Diflerences 
in a peaceable Manner : Nay, I have good Reafon, I think, 
to fuppofe it fuch a-one ; for if it had been otherwife, I am 
convinced his Majefty would have dirediy ordered it to have 
been laid before the Houfe. Suppofe it th-iin fuch an Anfwer 
as, by proper Explanations, may lay a Foundation for our 
obtaining full Satisfadlion and Security, in a peaceable 
Manner ; I ihoutd be glad to know how thofe Explanations 
are to be obtained. The only Way of obtaining any iuch, 
anuft be by a new Memorial from this G)urt to that of Spain^ 
by Way of Reply to their laft Anfwer ; but if we order 
dieirlaft Anfwer to be laid before this Houfe, we (hall, in a 
great Meafurc, put it out of his Majefty 's Power to fend any 
Sich Reply ; for in that Cafe, I believe, none of his Ma- 
jefty's Servants would venture to advife him to fend a Reply, 
or to give their Opinion what Sort of Reply ought to be 
fent, until the Parliament had thoroughly examined into the 
Affair, and had come to fuch Refolutions as they fhould 
think proper upon the Occafion. This the Parliament may 
not be able to do till towards the End of the Seifion, daring 
which Time the Negociation between the two G>urts muft 
be at an intire Stand ; whereas, if it Be left to his Majefty, 
to fend fuch a Reply as he may think moft proper, the Ne- 
gociation may before that Time be brought to ibme Period 
or another ; and in our prefent Circumllances, I am fure, 
nothing can be of Advantage to this Nation, that will ne- 
cefTarily, but needlefly, occafion a Delay in adjufling oui; 
Differences with the Court of Madrid. 

' From hence. Sir, J think it is evident, that our calling 
for the laft Memorial from Spain would be imprudent ; and 
whatever Neceffity there may be for our feeing the laft or 
any of the Memorials from that Court, before we can come 
to any final Determination, relating to the Petitions we have 
refolved to take into our Confideration, yet that Neceffity 
neither does, nor can now appear ; and therefore, I do not . 
think there is, as yet, the leaft Occafion for our calling for 
any of thefe Memorials. In the Courfe of the Enquiry we are 
refolved to make, it may appear necefTary for us to have all 
thofe Memorials laid before us, and when that does appear, I 
(hall be ready to join with other Gentlemen in any proper 
Motion for that Purpofe ; but till then, I think it ought to 
be delayed, becaufe our immediately calling for them, eijped- 
^lly the lall, may be attended withfon&e Inconvenience, aod 

beoioie 
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{mck m Ddsf On btf voy titik, if 9smf Wi j, te* ^ 

tud onzT Pttx<^edill^l^tk fc^ied «& tlie Ai^^ now b^ovtv. 
By tlie RclbLacjQci jomk^re cooKr to, it viH be ti«ar ^ Fort- 
m^t bBfQfe yoab^i* Id lake this A&ir istci ttior Coq63&- 
laiiAil s «e(l jis Iboe TUi^ ttAjr isiafeoc, dux loaf oU^ 
yoo tQ]n£o^tfaccaaenQgBfOBiiiiviaaiielkTsk»geri sal 
iikewije,» ^^oo nii^f jpo^ wiA iiieenii|idcns in the: Coorfe of 
yoor Eqqotfy • I nkuft icckon it «»iU tie ceir liurec Weeks, it 
may be more, before \t3u can kno«p pofitrvdj-, i^^iecher there 
n^H be any Necefiity fcr yotir hsving any of thofe Memorials 
laid before you ; therefore you m^y^ I thmky wichout tbe 
Icaft IncomrcDience* delay calling for sny of them for two or 
thtee Weeks atleaft. In the m.^ Time, hk Majesty may 
ent lo the Court of Spain a Reply to their laft Anfwer^ 
^n your calHr*g for that Aru'wer can no Y'ly internipc 
mc Courfe of the Ne^oci Jtion^ nor can it be stt^aded wicit 
fach dangerous Coniequejices, ^.s your calling for it now may 
be attended with t Nay, I do not kTiow but that, if a Reply 
bciaimedi3.tdylent:, demanding the neceCary EscplanalionSp 
2nd icfifting upon a categorical Anfwer, which I am con- 
vine^ hh Majeily will do with all poilible Difpatch ; J do 
not know, I fay, but that In this Cafe, a new Memorial may 
arrive from the Court of Spain, before it be nece^ry for 
joa tD come to any Refolations relating to this Affair ; and 
that new Memorial will certainly have 'a great Influence up* 
m jouT Refolations, as well as upon his Majeily'^s future 
Conda^ with regard to Spain. 

' I Oiall grant J Sir, that in cafe of our calliog for any 
Pipcn, it is a proper enough Anfwer from the Crown^ m 
leli as, they are of fuch a Nature, that they cannot be fafe- 
ly communicated; but on the other Hand, I believe it will 
be allowed, chat fuch an Anfwer from the Crown is unufaa! ; 
Slid the Reaibn of its being fo, i?, becaufe botJi Houfe of 
P^liament have generally taken aire to calt for no Papers 
bat fuch 35 might, in all Appearance, be Rifely communi* 
catcd* Now, though I do not pretend to know what is in 
thehil Memorial or Anfwer from Spain, yet from its having 
trrived fo lately, we may, I thinks with Probability, if not 
with Certainty, conclude, that it is a Paper which ought not 
yet to be made publick ; and thercforej however proper 
&chan Anfwer from the Crown maybe, Imufl think fuch 
axi Application from this Houfe would not be altogether fo 
proper at prefcnt- For this Reafon, I think, it would bo 
more agreeable to the Cullom of F:irUament> and more pro- 
per for us, not to call for any of the Memorials from Sp;$in^ 
but to leave it intirely to his Majelly, to order fuch of them 
to be laid before us, as he ihall think may be fafely commu-* 
nkated ; and this be will certainly do in due Timc^ if iher^ 

be 
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be any Thing iitany of thefe Memomli, thzti 
the Con fidcrat ton of Pa rl ia tn en t* , 

« After wh^t I have iliid, Sir, 1 hope Gen tie ti 
cafe me if I fay, that I think it would be rafh and 
in us, to call for all or any of thefe MemonaJs at p 
though we had them all before us, I mufb thinlq 
be ftill moie rafti in us to come to any violent or ^ 
Refolutions, unlefs hi* Majefty had before told 
had no farther Hopes of obtaining full Satisfi 
peaceable Manner ; for even in private hife^ Ic 
never fo much inclined to do Juftice, or to ma 
tion, he would not like to be pcblickly tbreateni 
The Attempting to make ufe of fuck a Meth(x3» 
bably make him ftand upon a Punftilio of Hotio 
fufe, at leaft for that Time, to do, what he would 
with great Alacrity, if it been required of him b 
and prudent Manner. 

' It is true. Sir, the Negociations between Sp 
have already continued too long, and it muil h 
they have not as yet had any great EWtS: ; but ii 
der the Multitude of Complaints that are upon 
(for the Court of Spain have their Complaints, 
bemands to make, as well as we) and the great ] 
the Places where our mutual Complaints arc to be^ 
we cannot think it if range, that our Negociations 
as yet, been brought to a final I flue. T do not ma 
Sir, with a Dcfign to make any E;£cufe for the Bel 
the Spaniards to us, or to juftify all the Delays 1 
been guilty of* I mention it only to fliew, that 
ftanding the Length of the Negociations bet we! 
ought not to conclude^ that the Court of Spain d^ 
to amufe and deceive us 1 but, on the contrary, iha 
to prefume there may ilill be fome Hopqs of our I 
to obtain, in a peaceable Manner, as much as we i 
by the moll fuccefsful War : And if this can be doi 
certainly be a great Saving both of Men and Moi 
Nation. That hh Majefty thinks he has /IIU go( 
to entertain fome fuch Hopes, we may^ be aiTured < 
wife he would have provided, before this Time, ft 
Ing by Force, what he found he could not obtain 
able Means, and would have applied to Padiami 
mod folcmn Manner for that Purpofe, Thercfoi 
than do any thing that may put an End to all fuch 1 
think we ought to return Thanks to his Majelly, - 
the Wifdomand Goodnefs he has hitherto ibcwn, h 
a Force upon his natural Inclinations, and facrifi 
dazHng Glory which Is obtained by Yi&ries and Tj 
. to that folid and true Glory, ' wMch is the jtiil 
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>le Kingi?, who tnake the Prefcrvation of the Lives and 
opertics of their Subjects, their chief and greateft Con- 
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:r Mr, Pel ham, feveral Gentlemen fpoke for and 

: the Am^fidnient projxjfed ; but I Ihatl give you only 

was fit id by the two following, vik* Sir John Barnard, 

Sit Charles Wager i the former of whom fpoke to the 

' ^ as follows, viz. 

Sir, 

[•* In all Debates of this Nature, Gendemen ought to be very sir joim ^mmit" 

J how they run any Parallels betwixt public and private 

aiifaftions. We have heard a good deal with Regard to the 

adentiai Confideratlon of our agreeing to the prefent Mo- 

: But give me leave toobferve Sir, that the Chara&r of a 

ition is very different from that of a private Man. A private 

, that has once eftablilhed a Reputation for Wifdom avid 

murage, may eafily^ and generally does, pieferve that Rcpu- 

tion as long as he lives ; bar whatever Reputation a State or 

►MJgdom may aet^uirc at any one Time, is fo far from con- 

^uing as long as that State or Kingdom fubrilb, that on the 

the Reputation acquired under one Xing, or one 

dfniniftration, always expires as foon as that King or Ad- 

(iniilration expires ; and the Succefibrs mull always begin 

^wijj to acquire and ellabliih a Charader for the Natioa 

/?der iheir Admimfiration, A Nation may acquire the 

"fe^-heffc Character, the greateft Efleem, under one Reign 

y^c^ mini ft ration 5 and yet fink into the lowcfl Contempt 

^^*~ the very next, This was the Cafe of this Nation j in 

-deigns of Edward I. and Edward I J* in the Reigns of 

^'^J-dllL and Richard IL in the Reign* of Henry V, 

*^^nry VI. and in the Reigns of our wife Queen Elm- 

" .^ t^d her Succeflbr James L 

^ t is in vain theretorej Sir, to pretend, that the Cha- 
^^*^ ^f this Nation is eUablifbed, or thaf we can now de- 
'^^pon the Chara£ier we acquired in any former Reign, 
^"^^sr any former Adminiftration : For our prcfent Cha- 
- ^**». we cannot look beyond the Date of the prefent Ad- 
' *^ **ation. Now as his M^jefty'^ Name ought never to 
^^^^tionet! in any of our Debates; as nothing that is faid 
''*^>' Gentleman in this Iloufe, can be fuppoled to relate 
King* but to tht Miniilers for the Time being only ; I 
' ^^erelore beg leave to dclire Xientlemen to lay their 
L- ^*^ upon their Herirts, and declare, what Sort of (Jha- 
r^^^_ they think this Nation has acquired tinder our preicnt 
^^^^nillrationj which^ I muft obferve, began before his 
^*^i^ft:y•s Accefiion, and began with a Treaty of Peace be- 

t Spain and US| which X never did, nor ever Jh^ll intire* 
^1. 
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If approve of. If cpon thii t ooting, G^ntlcar.m ffcill ( 
amine into the Chandcr we may at prefer.: be fjppofedl 
have anr.ong ocr Neighbour:. 1 azi afraid it will be fan 
80C to be a very advantageous one, at ieail with leijpod 1^ 
oar Courage, or Readineu re ny the Fate of War, in cafe i 
aof Injarv or In full's being put upon as. 

* I fhall grant, Sir, that generally fpeaking. Peace j£^, 
better than War ; but it is not always fo: A diflioDoanbtf' 
Peace is worfe than a deftructive W^^r ; It b better for a Nt- 
tion, as well as a private Man, to ce-fe to be, than to fab-j 
Uk. in the wretched State of fuffering continual Infults 
Indignities; and if, tinder the prei'cr.t Adminiflratioa, nt'l 
have loll a great Part of the Chars6tcr we gained in formfer 
Times ; if our Neighbours have begun to think, that 1 
will bear with any InfraQions of Treaties, rather than c 
gage, in a War, which I hope is not the Cafe ; we may < 
jole and flatter ourielves with obtaining Redrefs by peacefiil' 
Negociations or Treaties ; but while our Neighbours enter- 
tain fuch a Notion of us, I am fully convinced it will be- 
impofTible. If our Enemies are not yet fully prepared to mui 
U8y if they think they may foon have a better Opportumr^^ - 
than the prefent for giving us fome finifhing Blow, they 
may fcr fome Time amufe us with Negociations or Coo- ,J 
grcfles, they may even vouchfafe to grant us a Convention < 
or a Treaty ; but theie will appear at laft to be nothing bat i 
Expedients, artfully contrived by them, and foolifkly or 
treacheroufly fubmitted to by us, for making our Ruin tte '^ 
more complcat and the more inevitable. During thefe very 
Negociations, and notwithftanding the Treaties they may 
vouchfafe to grant us, being convinced they may do it with 
Impunity, they will continue to put the fame Indignities up- - 
on us, till we are reduced fo low by our Sufferings, that, . 
like a Man who has too long neglected a wading Diftem- 
pcr, we fhall not have fufficient Strength left for making ufe 1. 
of that Remedy, which, if it had been applied in Time, - 
would have produced a certain Cure. 

* I (hull not pretend, Sir, to be a competent Judge of onr 1 
Condud for fevcral Years pall ; I Ihall not pretend to fey 
pofitivoly what wc have done, or what we might have d<me ; 
but, in my Opinion, we have had feveral Opportunities for in- ■ 
ducing, if not compelling the Spaniards, and likewiie fome 
other of our Neighbours, to give us full Satisfadion for : 
Injuries paft, which would have been the beft Secority ; 
againft any fuch for the future : Nay, I am of Opinioii> ; 
wc might have prevented moft of the Indignities put upon n^ 
Without involving the Nation in a War. If my Informatioft ; 
be right, our Neighbours the Dutch have fallen upon a Way -t 
of preventing fudi Indignities, without involving themfelvet 1 

in* 
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Nation, v;-::h:M: xr.y J;'.~.-..-.-. :? ::.f!: Efl-iTir.r -jr.ie: 2 
r Goverr.n?.er.: cr .". L-:lr.:.':.":i:r. ; s.r.i v.il". 2c:^^J:^g!y 
:hcIn as Ba'.iie; v:3 r.cti Pc'ircr.:; :h;y wi'.l kick ;irJ 
icm upon every Cccz:"-cr-: Ar.i ::: c. private Mir, uhj 
ice got the Char^cler c:" :: Pcl::joa, can r.fvirr wire 
at Cha rafter, or zvczl I'-ch Treitne:::, b::: by drubbir.^ 
who have c-ireJ to inl*-!: hir.i, I tni cfraii i: is now bc- 
i:i vain fcr u? to expecr to reccver our Char.iCter. k> 
sbuin Sriti-^faclion for Irjuiies paft, or to avoid meotinp; 
Future Injiirie?, by ?.r.v rcicc::b!e Means : At leall, I 



b ^.t%, we frill pfrrei: tii Maicsj'i be^ iHe tofaa^ 

fit, ir^ hav4 ccrre to fsch Rxtblsciccs u =^t be oobM 
zrc^ Lpor. the GcczBcfi. Sir, fcr this vcr# Rc&kc mccoff/^ 
jn m/ Opi:; on, to Ckll for It. I thick eo Rervj cx:^ id If ; 
lect bat bv the Advice cf Parliasect. T:x A£iir b bov 
brought, ar»i re^olarly brccgh: before P^!k:aez:: ; ud Ibopi 
no Minifter wifi advife hii Mrjedy to leEd a Rfi^. tzD k 
knows K/ie Refblutioiu of Parliament. If sny Mini tier dooil 
am fure it will not be prudent : It will be a Peice of tbe ii^kei 
Difrefped he can fhew to a Briti(h Parli^Lmert: ; and m|^- 
ever Pufillanimity he may have been gtiUzy of with icQpeft 
to foreign ASzin, I am fore there will in that Cafe be 
no Realon to accufe him of Pufillanimity with tcfydBi 'I 
to domeilick* Our obtaining Redreis, or cur obtainii^ a ' / 
fyeedy Redreii, does not depend upon our Qxedily iendii^t 
Reply of (bme Weight. Our Miniflers have already lent 
many Memorials, many Replfes, without any EScSt : Our 
Bufinefs is now to fend a Reply that will have (bme more 
Weight than any hitherto fent ; and furely a Reply finom 
his Majedy, founded upon the Refolutions of his Parliament, 
will have more Force than any Reply he can fend by the 
Advice of his Minifters only. Therefore, confidering how ^ 
little Regard has hitherto been fhewn by the (2k)urt of Spain, 
to the Memorials of our Miniders^ I mult think it high 
Time, even for them, to take the Aid of Parliament, and to 
wait for the Refolutions of Parliament, before they 
tdvifc his Majcfty to fend any Reply to the laft Anfwer 
from Spain; and for this Reafon I fhould think, that our 
Miniflers, of all others, would be the moil fond of haviftg 
that Anfwer laid before Parliament. 

« I am furprized, Sir, to hear it faid, that the Neceflity 
of our feeing all the Memorials or Anfwers from Spainj re- 
lating to the Affair before us, does not now appear. It ap- 
pears, Sir, upon the very Face of every one of the Petitions 
we h;ive rcfolved to take into our Confideration. Does not 
every one of them cxprt fly affirm, * That the Spaniards 
have unjuflly ff izcd and made Prize of our /Merchant Ships, 
in the dcllined Courfc of their Voyages to and from the 
l)ritifl\ Colonies?' Do not we know that an unlawful Trade 
may he carried on b^ our Merchant Ships, in the Spanifii 
Well- 1 ndics ; and it any of them are detcdled in the car- - 
rying on of fuch a Trade, they may not only be juftly 
fcizcvi, but jullly condemned and made Prize of ? And do 
not we know that the Spaniards ptetend, all or moft of the 
Ships tliry have feized, were not in the deflined Coarfe of 
their \'oy:)ge to and from the Britifli Colonies, but were de- 
tf^^Cil and proved to have been cinying on an unlawful , 
Trade upon their CoaiU? Shall wc thcu proceed to deter- 
mine. 



hat any of our Merchsmt Ships h^Lvt been unjuiUy 
trzcd and made Prize of by tht Spaniards, without examining 
rliat the Spaniards have to fay in their own Juftication ? 
lon't, fer God fake, Sir^ let it be In the Power of our 
''Hnemlej to tax us whh InjuRice ; let that be all on the other 
_5ide ; btit give me leave to fay, that fuch a Conduct would 
; unjuflf and therefore highly unbecoming a Btitifh Houfe 
' FBrliament ; and as we can no way examine into whaC 
Spaniards have to fay in their own Juftiiication , but by 
fufing the MeiuoriaJa they have tranfmittcd to this Courts 
eforci upon the very Face of the Petitions we have re- 
ived to tike into our Confideration^ it appears neceHary 
us to fee every one of tlicfc Memorials, before we can 
ne to any Kefolutioii rekting to tho Petitions now before 

i ' As I have Ihewn^ Sir, that It is abfolutely neceflary for 

to fee all the Memorials or Anfwers from Spain 

lore we can proceed ta any Determination or Eefolation 

ing to the Affair we have rcfolved to entjuire into, I 

ink it very necdkfi to difputc, Whether or no there be 

Appcaranec of its being fafe to communicate all or any 

them to this Houfe. If his Majeily iliouU think ic 

tiiafe to communicate any of chetn, we muft put oE our 

aquiry, till his Majefty finds that he may fafely enable us to 

ced in it, by laying all the proper Materials before us : 

at furely. Sir, we ought to proceed upon the Steps that 

pTevjou3 to that Enquiry, 'till we ihalJ receive the 

agreeable Information from the Crown itfelf, that it h 

$t yet fafe to lay all the proper Materials before us. For 

Part, I think we have no fuch Meafures to keep with 

|ard 10 Spain, as fome Gentlemen feem to think neceilary, 

at no Confidence in any Negociation we can carry on, no 

ir in any Treaty we can conclude* I think our pall Be- 

^viour has alnfady made a War unavoidable; and 1 hope 

Majclly has taken care that this Nation ttiall be as 

^werfully fupported by proper Allies, in Defence of our 

vn Rights and the Rights of Mankind, as Spain can ex* 

1 to be, in the Incroachmenis fhe has made upon us, and 

an the known Rights of all Nations; I mea.n# 

undiHurbed Communication between the dtiFerent 

rts of their own Dominion^, and a free Navigation 

I cKe open Seas. 

1 4 Poi" ti^js Reafon, Sir, w^hatevcr Shame or Danger might 

ifc to fome piirticular Men, I cannot fee the le^ll I>an- 

that ^ould arife to this Nation ; nay, I can fee many Ad- 

atagei that might accrue to her, if all the Memoiials, 

, all the Tr an factions, that have pafTcd between Spain and 

for ibcfc twenty Years, were prbtcd and pab!ilhcd» a^ 
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were net only laid before this Hr:.e, but befcre the Pubilck. 
I will even go (b fkr as ro lay, cha: Ic would be neither an 
unbccotniae nor a rafh Svsp rcr us, to cc me to a Refolarion 
by Way of Advice to h:s Majei^y, tha: War ought to be 
declared againA Spin, if. within a fiiort limited Time, 
they did not promiic Sari-.racticn and Sccar:;y in the moft 
expreis and the moil cxplici: Tenns 

'In private Life, if a Man cas been of:en and for fevend 
Verirs follicitxd, in the mod complaifant Manner, to do 
Jartice, he ought, nay he mult be threareneJ at lail, what- 
ever may be the G)mcquence : If he Ihoold then in- 
dixrctily ^nd upon a Punctilio of Honour, a Court of Law 
would compel him not only to do Judice, but to pay^ the 
Cofb of a Suit, which he had brought upon himielf inerdy 
by hi; own Oblbinacy ; and I hope the Fleets and Armies oi 
this Kingdom will always be as efi^d:ual againU obftinate 
Foreigners, as the Officers of Jaftice can be againft obftinate 
Subjc£l«i. 

* I am forry, Sir, to hear the Multitude of ourGjmplaints . 
made uic of as an Argument for prolonging our Negcciations. ; 
Kvcry one knows that the Length of our Negociations hat i 
added greatly to the Number of our Complaints ; and novf, 

it feems, the Multitude of our Complaints ought to prevail 
with u: to continue cur Negociations yet a while Icr.ger. At , 
this Rate our Negociations can never come to an End ; for ■■ 
while they continue, the Number of our Complaints will 
certainly increafe daily, bscaufe our Subje^, as long as 
they havc any thing to risk, will be making ufc of chofc 
Rights they think they are intitled to, and this will give 
their Enemies a Pretence r^nd an Opportunity to plunder 
them. Therefore the Multitude of our Complaints (hould 
.rather be a Reafon for cutting ihort bar Negociations at any 
Ra:c, thin for drawing them out to ftiil a farther Length. 
The MiniAry, Sir, had better itrike a bold Stroke at once, 
(and indeed it will be a bold Stroke) by giving up thofe 
Rightfi that arc in Difputc, rather than continue them in 
Sulpcnce, as a Snare for making our Subje& a Prey to their 
I'.ncniii s. 

* 'J>.cn, Sir, as to the Diilance of the Places where our 
Complaints nrc to be examined, furcly it can be no Excofe 
for tSc S^janiird:. not having made Satisfadlion, with refpcft 
to tiiofiL- Captuie:. at Icafl, which they themfelves have a- 
bovc ci^Iit Years fincc acknowledged to have been unjoft. 
This loomiy be made a Reafon for an eternal Ncgociadon, 
as well :is for lengthening our Negociations yet a while longer; • 
for ift'ii- Diftance of Places be an Excufe for not having made 
SatiaiavHion for an Injury done ten Years ago, and acknow- 
ledged as fuch above eight Years ago, it will be an Excufe , 

for 
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' delaying fot ten Yean to comc^ to make Satisfaction for ^^^m o». tf« , 

s Injuries done !aft Year, and fo on m htfrntum i and as we 

not, it k^ms^ to have full Sati:jfadion for any Injury 

tie, till the whole be adjudged and afcertained at the End 

Tthe Negociation^ we muil never at this Rate cxpo^ full 

^tisfedion for any Injury paft, prefent^ or future. 

What Compkinta, or what Demands the Spaniards raajf 

ve againft us, as I know nothing of them, 1 fhall not 

ptend to fay whether they are frivolous or not ; I am apt 

[fufped they arej but. Sir, if they are not, ihcy may 

I be a Pretence, and a juft Pretence too^ for the Injuries 

ey have done to us, or at leait for their not having made a 

|] Reparation ; therefore thofc very Com plaints or Demand* 

jht tocomc under our Confidcration at this Jun^fture i an4 

f they can appear no where bnt in thofe Memorials, whicli 

ive been tranfmitted from the Court of Spain to this Court, 

' fumiih ua with a new and an additional Reafon for 

ing, that it is abfolutcly neceflary for u* to fee all the 

letnoriala liom Spain^ before we can properly come to any 

efolntlon relating to the Alf-iir we have refolvcd to enquire 

^to. 

Thus, Sir, In every Light, in which the Qj eft ion can 
'pat, it appears, it now appears, neceilary, to have alt 
Wemomis or Anfwcrs from Spain, Isid before ns» if we 
ferioufly Inclined to get at the Bottom of the Affair wc 
•*'e Tcfolved to enquire into: But I mult fay ^ that for my 
*£3^ iPart, I ^m very cafy, whether any one of thefe Me- 
^^^^.Is be laid before us ; becaufe there is one FaS fuggelkd 
^^ »^e of the Petitions, which to me appears a f efficient 
for an immedbte Declaration of War, and will there- 
in my Opinion, make it unncceflary for us to enquire 
iny of the other Fafts, fee forth in the Petitions now be- 
In the Petition prefented by the Merchants trading; 
PlaJitations, it is fuggefted| ' That the Crews of 
ieof our Merchant Ships are now in Slavery in Old Spain, 
Ere they aremoli inhumanly treated * This, Sir, is an In- 
^ '^, a barbarous Croelty, which a fimplc Releafe of the 
fc^ners cannot excufe. Nothing but Vengeance can atone 
^^^ ch a cruel, fuch an unchriilian Behaviour. It is a Cruelty, 
" -*l the Court of Spain cannot pretend to palliate or excufe, 
*^^^ti.putitig it to the Misbehaviour of their Govcmors in 
^^^ica. The Government of Spain itfelfmuft be loaded 
^^ ir I and as it cannot be jultiii^ by any Pretence, or by 
"^^^i^emorial whatfoever. If it be proved, which I believe 
-■ Hj I fliall think it a fufEcient Reaibn for giving It ai 
^^^pinion, that War otight to be immediately declared a- 
^^^ that Kingdom, without enquiring into any of the other 
complained of, or {being any of the ^lemorials of 

Acfwcri 
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ur^y*. if I ihall oboi:: bsie Sa*-'^f - rrnn ^ nas I 
fif^ffti ji xnj Vr/pirvf. Bet Xargry, Sir, aiir &o 
c^ jaaicc to wlicii ti^' care to appeal ; tier aai take lli 
Ki»&ea^ thar tbrlr Poicer psefcnn tbea vid^ vJud^ s S|> 

* Tl^erefc^, sa I have (aid, I am e iti C An dy eafy, «liQ» 
ther aflj of the Spuiiih Memorials be laid before vs or 
but \U out €gf an ilt-tiiz^ Consplailaiioe for the Goat of 
Spain, and for fear of intruding upon their PonQilio*! if 
Honour, we now refde to cJl for any of thefe Memoriali; 
I am afraid this poor Nation can at prefent neither 
with Reparation for paH Ii^nnes, nor can itexpcd a proper 
Security againft being expoied to iDJaries of tiie (ame Na- 
ture, for iome Time to come. 

Sir Qiarles Wager fpoke in Sabftancess follows : 
Sir, 
ftr ChvktWsfcr, * ^ "*"^ ^Y* ^^ whatever the prefent CharaAer of tMs 
Nation may be, I think we ought to do nothing rafiily^ ci- 
ther for prefervingor recovering it. A Man of real Gmi- 
rage and good Senfe is never jealous of his Charader ; aii4- 
therefore is not fo apt to take Things amifs, or fo hafty in 
refentine Affronts, as one who has only a brutifli Temeritj, 
X or a falfe and afFcdled Courage. I do not know but that all 

the FadU mentioned in the Petitions may be proved ; I be* 
lieve they will ; but if they were, I (hould not take upon 
sne to fay, whether or no they could juftify an immediate 
Declaration of War againil Spain. This is a Judgment 
which no Subjed: ought to make, becaufe the judging and 
determining in fuch a Cafe, is, by our Conftitu^ion, lodged 
in the Crown only. But fo far I may fay^ that whatever 
may be in thefe Fa£ls, whatever may be our Cafe at pre-. 
fcntj we ought not to (how our Teeth till we tan bite. 

* No Nation in the World, I believe, Sir, ever dedare^ 
War, till they were ready to enter upon A£lion ; and as w« 
at prefent have neither a Fleet nor an Army ready, fuf- 
ficient for attacking fuch a powerful Nation as Spain, I think 
we ought not as yet to do any thing, that nxay look like a 
Declaration of War, or even like a B^efolution to declare 
War. I believe no Gentleman will fuppofe, that I can bq 
induced, either by Intereft or Inclination, to be againU a 
War, when I think it is become neccffary : On the contrary, 
I (hall then be as much for it, and as ready to take my 
Share in it, as any Man in the Kingdom ; but if a War 
were now become abfolutcly ncceffary, I ihould not be fq? 
livinjr any publi^k Teftimony of our being refolved upon' a 

Rupture, 
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tffl«e wscVfyfte^n^ la^ jdL ic^f id calBr *^*^ ^^ 

; m the AmcndiDCxtf sod braig k Id te M^eiy to 
»fe iMe Mcmorab lo o^ wlie& be i^mks k £kife 
t ciiB¥cii]ent i wludi be msy do. and cattm^f idll do^ 
^-nrazT^ Addict from u^kn^iiiTmfdk^* 

^QodUoo bczog pot Bpoo dicMotm as il Aood «mli- ;. _ 

jBcodflicar, hwis ctiried » die Kegitive, Yc»$^^^^**^ 
164. Aod tbe AfflKn^inciitwastlm tgmil 10 
f J>ifi£oa. 

^1^. Mr« CompmilkT prdenied ID die Htmle, pur* 

t U> tbeir A<k!i«& to his M^jmh, Copies^ ladE^ctnfb c^die 

PeduocSj Repfdentaticfii!^, Mfsiomls, ai»d lU odicv 

I Papers rekting to the Spanish Depittktioits upon the BritilH 

lobje&ijWbiclr have been prefentpd to hisMajcfly^orddivefvd 

Orilhcf of kh Ms jelly ''s principal Secretaries of State, liucc 

ilidfumjner lail^ log^lhcr with Capie* cr Extjra^ of fucJi 

kmorkls or RepreicDtatioiis, as have been ms^ic cltbcf lo 

J King of Spain, or bis WiniiierSj and of the Letters WTittci^ 

^ his Majefly^f Mioii!er at Ma^lrid, relating lo the hi^ Dc< 

"itions ; as alfo, (by his Majefty*s GommaDd ) 
i G>pie$ and Extra&a of Ijetters from hisMajefty** Rlimftef 
iMiiridj and from the King of Spain*s MinitUrs, to him in 
ifwer 10 letters wrote by one of his Majefty's principal Se- 
ries of Stat« to the faJd Minifter, and to the Reprcfcn- 
atioju made by him to die Miniflers of Spain, relating to 
tht hid Depredatiom ; together with a LiA of the h^i 
r.iperi. 
'\ id the fa id LiH was re«d, and was as foUoweth : 
{TB.€t of a Letter from Mr, Kecne to the Duke of New - 
Segovia, Aug. 22, 0. S. Sept. 2, N* S. 173J 



>/» 



' . / y of a Leltei from Mr, Kcene to Monf* de la Quadra, 
Aug "17, O. S. 2S, N.S. J737J and 
Tranflation* 
Copy of a Letter from the Duke of Newcafllc to Mf. 
K<VT3P^ Sept- 12, 1737 J inclofmg, 

\v of a Letter from the Board of Trade to the Bufce 
vcaftk, Aiig^ 31, »737 ; incloflng, 
rn^ of a Letter from Governor Matthew to the Bonrd 
u, J *iJe, Jane 34, 1 737. 

Ettraft of a Letter from Governor Matthew to the Secre- 
tary of the Bo^rd of Trade, July 18. 1737; ^ficloHng* 

Copy of the Affidavit of John Harris fcnior taken before 
GoTcroorMathew, Jalytuh^ 1737. 
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^"°*f «• Extraft of a Letter from the Duke of NewcalHc to Mr, 
Kecne, 0€t. 3d, 1737 ; incloling, 

Extraft of a Letter from the Prefident of the Council 
at Jamaica to tJie Duke of Newcaftle, July 13th 1737 i 
inclofing, 

Copy of the Dcpofition of John Curtis, Commander ol 
the Ship St. James of Briflol, and of the Boatfwain and 
Sailors belonging to the faid Ship. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, 06t. N.S. 3. O. S. 14. 1737 j inclofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monf. de la Quadraj 
Sept. 29, O. S. Oct. 10. N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to Monf. de la Qua- 
dra.' St. Ildefonfo, Sept. a8, O. S. Od. 9, N. S. 1737, anJ 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Madrid, 0£l. 10. O. S. N.S. 21, 1737; inclofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Miirquife de hUr^ 
oar, 6, O S. 17, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Me^norial ftating the Cafe of the three Ships, 
the Reftitution of which Mr. Keene demanded by his Officeii 
of gept. 28, 29> O S, Oa. 9, 8c 10, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaftle to Mr. 
Keene, Nov. 4.th 1737, inclofing, 

Copy of a Petition of the Merchants and Planters, in be- 
half of themfelves and others, trading to and interefted in the 
Britifli Colonies in America. 

Draught of a Memorial to be prefented by Mr. Keene to 
the King of Spain, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a ikort State of the Capture^f the ShipSt James^ 
with the Proofs annexed, taken 12 May 1737. 

Copy of a flibrt State of the Capture of the Ship Prince 
William, with the Proofs annexed, taken the 24th of March 

1736-7- 

Copy of a ftiort State of the Capture of the George Brigan* 
tine, with the Proofs annexed, taken the 21ft of May 17371 

Copy of a fliort State of the Capture of two Britifh Shipii 
I ft, The Loyal Charles ; 2d, The Difpatch, taken in July ot 
A ugu ft , 1737, with the Proofs annexed . 

Copy of a ihort State of the boarding and plundering, I ft,' 
The Snow Neptune; 2d, the Prince William; 3<0y, A 
New -England Brigantine ; on the 1 2th of July 1 7 37, with |he 
Proofs annexed. 

Copy of a ftiort State of the Attack of the Sloop Csefi* 
July ii\, 1737, with the Proofeanncxcd. 

Copf 
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I^Cc^ofaiKifffS^alr of tliebotRfiBg tndplg&lcrw tbe 
lup Sea Horfe, WjlBiai GrifitE M^tr, on tfac igth er 
gdi of Ai^ia£t 1737. nic^ ibe Pft»f$ anDoccd, 

GqP7 of ft &OfC Stale of tisie Ctpeofcsof the Bri^AdneTTO 
""Un, Bii^Btise Hopewdl, ^Dd two otiier Ship% But of 

iSolt FIm; taken 14 Mardi 1732-3, wiili tke Froo& 

i Copr of a fisoTl State of tiie Captures of tfee fix fotWing 
Mpi^ tie Stoop EDdca^our, the Bermuda Sloop, the Sloop 
f Anguilla, a Sloop of AntigQa^ a Sloop of St ChnJlophcr'i^ 
ie Frteiid*s Aiiveomit, all taken id February 1 ^4-5 s and 
fdiree more Ships, which were attacked at tke lame Time, 
l^b-ped, with the Proofs ai?nexed. 

r of a IKort State of the Captures of the Sloop Thomas 
Prince William j Sloop Thomas taken sS March 
pt Sloop Prince WDlbm cakeu 91)1 September 1751* 
Proofs annexed* 
Copy of a ftiort State of the Ship Richmo&d, taken April 
i^thf 1730, with the Proofs annexed. 

Copy of a fiiort State of the Capture of the Ship Pheafant^ 
bkf n Ja nuary 13, 17289. 
Copy of the Petitioii of Edmund Sanden, Henry Tongue, 
1 Richard Farr, of Biiftol, Merchants, in behalf of them- 
fclfes, Henry lioyd, deceafcd, the Infurers, Mailer^ and 
riners of the Ship Robert Galley, taken laMay 1729. 
Copy of the Aftdavit of James Wimble concerning his Lof* 
5 by the Spaniards, Odober 14, 1737, 
Cbpy of the Affidavit of Murray Crymble, O^ober 31, 

I7S7* 
Tianflatton of a Letter from the Governor of Porto Rico 

General Matthews, Governor of the Ijeeward-Jflanda, 

4, O. S. 15, N. S. 1734. 
Extrad of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Duke of New* 
aic, EfcurJal, Oa, 17.O.S. 28, N.S, 1737, indofmg, 
Copy of a Letter from Monf. de la Quadra to Mr. I^cen^j 
",9, O. S, 20, N, S. 1737, and 
Tranilation. 
Copy of a Letter firom Monf de la Quadra to Mr. Kccne^ 
Lg, O.S. ao, N-S. 1737, and 

Tranflation. 
Extiaa of a Letter from Mr. Kecnc to the Duke of New- 
tek. £fcurial« Oa. 24* O, S* Nov. 4, N* S, 1737 j 
ijaciofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr* Keene to MonC it la Quadrit, 
IS* ^^* 3o,N, S. 1737, and 
aranflatlon. 
Exirafl.ofa Letter fnmi Mr. Keene to the Duke ofNew- 
CjEfcnrial,Oa. 31, O S. Nor. 11, N, S* 1737 ^ inclofing. 
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Cop^rcf a Letter from Mr. Kecne to MoaH dc h i 
Oa, 2g, O. S. Nov, 8, N. S. 1757, and 

ExtnB. of a Letter from due Duke of NewcaJltc to J 

Keency Nov. 24, 1737. 

Extiaft of a Letter from Mr. Keeac to the Duke of 1 
caille, EfcuriaJ, Nov. j, O. S, 18, R S. 1737, 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Keeoe to the Dake of I 
caftle, Efcunal, Nov* 14 ,0. S. 25^ N. S 1757. 

Extraftof a Letter fiom Mr. Keene to the jSakeof 1 
caftle. Madrid, Nov, aj, O. S. Dec. 2, N. S. 17371 
dofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to MonC de la Qgj 
Nov; 19, 0*S* 30, N. S. 1737, and 
Tranflatiott. 

Copf of a Letter from Monf-dc !a Qgadraj Nov. i^,< 
30, N.S. 1737, and 
TfanAation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr* Keene to tlie 
Kcwcaftle. Madrid, Dec. 2^ O. S, 13, N, S* lyjyj 
clofmg, 

Copy of a Memorial accompanying the Proofs and i 
ments prefented to Monf. de la Quadra, relating I0| 
Depredations in America^ NoVp 29, O. S* Dec. 10, 
1737, and 

Tranfladon. 

Copy of a Letter from Monf de la Quadra to Mr* ! 
Nov* 22j 0*S. Dec. 3, NiS. 1737* and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Keene to Monf de la Qtra< 
Nov, 26, 0, S. Dec. 7, N, S. 1 737, and 
Tranflation. 

Copy of a Letter from Monf de la Quadra to Mi. 
Nov. «9, O* S. Dec* 19, N. S. 1737, and 
TVanilation. 

Ex trad of a Letter from die Duke of NewcafllCj toj 
Keene, Dec* 10, 1737. 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Dake eft 
ttftle, Madrid, Dec. 12, O, S, 23, O. S, 1737 1 Jij, 

Copy of a Letter f om Monf de la Quadra to Mf^ 
Dec. §, OS, 19, N.S. 1737, and 
Tranilation, 

Extrad of a Letter from the Duke of NewcaAIe to j 
Keene, Jan. 7, 1737-8 
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r Copy of a letter from the M&rquit de Torre 
I Nurva to the Governor and Captian Gtneia! of the 

IJIand of Cuba and City of the liavanna. Decern. 7, 
O. S. iS, RS. 1757, and 
Tranflation i indofmg, 
d [ Copy of the I>cclaratioti iigtied by the Britifk and 
■•5 Spaniili Mimftcrs Jan, tS, O. S. Feb. 8, HS. 1731-1, 
and 

Tranflatioti, 
Copy of a Letter from the Marquii de Torre 
Kucva to the Governor of Porto Rico^ Decern, ?, 
O, S- 18/RS. 1737, and 
Tratillation. 
Copy of the King of Spam's Cedula for the Ketii- 
tution of tJie St. James, John Curtis Ma0er, dtre^ed 
to the Governor of Porto ^ko^ Decern* 9, O, S. 20, 
N* S- 1737, and 
TranilaEioa* 

I Ejttra^ of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke ofNew- 
^iik. Decern. 26, O. S. Jan. 6. N. S. 1737-8. 
E%trasft of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaftlc to Mr, 
ene» Jan. 26, 1737-&, 
f£xtra£t of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New* 
Jan. 9, O, S. zo. N, S. 1757-8, 
/of a Letter from the Duke of Newoiftle, to Mr, 
r^ Feb. z, 1737-8 ; inclofing, 
rCopy of Captain Way*5 IjettertoMeffieurs Drake, Pennaat 

Long, Havanna^ Aug. 14, O. S. 26, N- S. 173,7. 
lExtra^ of a fjctter from Mr, Keene to the Dake of N*w- 

lle, Ma^nd, Jan^ j6, O. S. 2)^ R 8,1737-8, 
ICbpy of a M<^morial of the Mercrhants iateren:ed In and 
if fig to His Maje fly's Colonies and Pkntations in America, 
eived Feb. 9, 1737-8, 

?xtra£t of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
Ik, Madrid* Jan 23. O. S. Feb. 5, H. S. 17^^^' 
[Extras ofa Letter from Conful Caley to the Duke of New- 
kk^ Cadiz, Jan. 17, O. S. iS* R S, 1737-8. 

f Copy of a Letter from Captain Philip to Peter Dc la 

|oDt, in London, dated Aug. ii^ 1737- 

Jxtrad of a Letter from the Duke of Newca(lle to Mn 
tcne. Mar, 2d, & 3d, 1737-8 ; indofjiig, 
[Copy of a Letter from Francis Mufgrave, Jan. aid, 17 37 -S. 
I Copy of a Letter from John Pcutron to Mr, Jolm Lucas, 
idb, Feb, ift, 1737-8, 

of a Letter from Lyke Jefferfon, Cadia, Feb, 6th, 
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a^ of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Duke of Ncw- 
;lc, Feb, 12, 0. S, aj, N. S. hdofing 

y 2 Copy 



Sump II Ctm^ 
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Extra^ of a Letter from Captain Deaf, Command 
chief of bis Majcily's Ships at Jamaica, dated the it 
November, 1756? and alfo. 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary^ of die Sdat3 
Company to Mr. Biirchett» dated the 1 6th of ' 
17361 inclofing, 

Extrnft of a Letter from the South -Sea Compaiii?*^ 1 

tors at Carthagena, dated the 23d of July 173^; ajid a 

An Account of the Murder of Captain Thomai ' 

from an Inhabitant of Sanfb. Martha j together wuha! 

dale of the faid Papers. 

And the faid Schedule was read* 
Ordered, That the faid Papers be referred ta the ( 
deration of the Comrnittee of the whole Houfc, to n 
the Pention of divers Merchants PlajiterSj and others, 
mg to and interefted in the Briti/h Plantations in Anic 
on behalf of themfelves and many others, is referred. 

A Petition of the Merchants in Glafgow, trading to , 
Brlcifti Plantations in America, in behalf of thcmfehTB ( 
many others, was prefented to the Houfc, and re^id t fed 
forth ^ that the American Colonies (particularly the 
India lilands] are the principal Mercat for the Mai3 
of this Country, whereby many Thoufands of his 1 
Suhjefbare employed and maintained 3 and that the' 
thcfc Parts has, for a Courfc of Years, been greatly ob^r 
by the Depredations of the Spaniards, who have in the ( 
Seas violently attacked and boarded fcveral Ship* in | 
lawful Cburfe of their Voyages, and unjuilly fdzcd 
n>ac?e Prize of them^ with their Effcfl:sj to the gr 
and Damage of the unhappy Sufferers, and the DiiT 
ment of the Trade and Man u figures of that Pa 
Ifland ; and reprefenting to the Honfe^ that, notwsthfl 
his Majcfty*s moft gracious Interpofjtion, the SpaniardiJ 
far from repairing the former Lofles, ft ill continoe tht m 
Pra£Uces, and particularly laft Year have carried their In 
to a greater Height than ever^ by flopping, plundering, ' 
fcizing fevcral Ships belonging to his Majefty^ Subje&J 
the deilined Courfc of their Voyages to and from the Bft 
Colonies, condemning them, with their Lpadingt, 
jngto a confiderable Value, and hy treating cructij 
humanly the Captains or Maimers of fome of thefc ShJp^ 
their Crews, contrary to the Laws of Nations^and in 3 
Violation of the Treaties fubfiHing between the two 1 
stnd that by thefe arbitrary Proceedings, the Trade 
vigation to and from America is rendered very unfilS 
precariousj infomuch that the Infurance from' JamaiciJ 
greatly rifen on thefe Accounts only, a Charge, which 
Trade in iu prefcnt low State is altogether unabk to 
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[ tJiat, WLihout a fpeedy and e^e^ual Remedy, the A- 
^rican Trade and Navigation will be, together with the 
evetiue ariiiQg therefrom, very much diminifhed, if not 
utirdy loil ; and that any Nation's aiTuming the Power of 
imaging and detaining Britifb Ships (^l their Pleafure) 
oniheir lawful Voyages in the Amf:rican Seas, is in Ef- 
as the Petitioners apprehend, claiming and exercifmg 
tfolc Sovereignty of ihofe Seas, and an high Indignity to 
Honour of the EritiQi Nation ; and that the infulting 
I Perfons, and plundering the Properties of his Majefly'^ 
bjeds, as the Petitioners conceive, is and will be attended 
th Confeqaences very fatal to Great-Britain ; and there- 
» praying the Houfe to conftdcr the Premiflts, and to give 
tk Remedy, as to the Houfe (hall feero meet, 
[Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to the Confi- 
liQn of the Committee of the whole Hoofe, to whom the 
iUQn of divers Merchants, Plantei^j and others, trading 
interelied in the Britifh Plantations in America^ on 
J of themfelves and many others, is referred. 
tComptroller reported to the Houfe, that their Addrefi Mr- coraptmaef, 
at his Majeily would be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire^flions, 
I be laid before tliis If oufe, a Copy of the Treaty betwcea 
at' Britain and Spain j for accommodating Dtfifcrences, 
reniing Depredations, and fettling a Peace in America 
luded at Madrid, JolyS, 1670,) had been prefen ted lo 
I Majefty ; and that his Majefty had commanded him to 
juaint tills Honfe, that he will give DiredHona accord - 
Prlie Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to re- Sj''j,7H^li^ 
we itfclf into a Commiuee of the whole Houfe, toconiider LitoiOotninkipc 
[the Petition of divers Merchant^^ Planters, and others, 
ding to and inte retted in the Britifti Plantations in Ameri- 
p, in behalf of themfelves and many others ; 
Ordered, That the fever ai Papers, yeflcrday prcfented to Pjm^'' '*''! ^f*"^ 
le HoutCj relating to the Spanish Depredations upon the 
^itifh Subje£b, be referred to tbe {aid Committee* 
[Ordered, That thfeExtraa of the Treaty of Peace between 
in and the United Frov^inces of the Low-CountrieSj made 
I Miinfter* 30 Jun, 1648, Aritcles 5 and 6, prefented to 
s Houfe the zzd Day of Februaj}^, 1726, be referred to 
rfaid Committee, 
[ Ordered, Tlut the Tranflation of the faid Extract, then 
rife prerented to the Houfcj be referred to the fald 
ttitimitCee* 

Ordered, That the feveral Papers, prefented to the Hoafe 
1 9th Day of this Inllant March, relating to Apjilicationa for 
irUkc Stores from his Majeily^s Plantations in Aoierica, 
I r^cncd to die iaid Coiomitree. 



Atom ttGH> U, 



Hpen rcferrid to 
1^ Commiiocc* 
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March ai. Mr* * PcUiam of Lcwes^ from tlie Commi: 
tteins for Trade and Plantations, preTeflted to theHoiife, par^ 
fuajit to their Addrcfe to hb Majefty, Copies of Papew 
ceivcd by the I*ordj Commiflionera for Trade and Plj 
tions, relatmg to the Lofles fuilamed by his Majefty't Si 
Jr^ j by Depredations committed by the Spaniards in Ei 
or America to Midfommer 17371 which have not 
been laid before this Houfe, together with a li^ of the 
Papers, 

And the faid Lift was read, and is as folio weth- 

1* Extras of a Letter from Mr. FitzwilliamE, Govemw 
of the Bahama Iflands^ dated at New- Providence the lod 
of Auguft 1735 ; indofing, 

Copy of a Depofition and Protefl^ made by Samuel LaiW' 
fbrdj complaining of a Ship unjlftly fcizcd by the Spaniards. 

2. Extract of a Letter from Mr, Matthews^ Governor of 
the Leeward Mands, dated at Antigua the 17th of JanuaTyi 
J 656-7 j inclofrng. 

The Depofition of William Fifher, relating to a Spaniih 
Guarde de Coal^J or Privateer* 

3. Extradl of a Letter from Mr Matthews, Governor ol 
the Leeward iJflande, dated the 14th of June, 1737^ rcktinj 
to Depredations by the Spaniards on two Englilh Ships, 

Ordered, That the faid Papcn be referred to the Con 
fideration of the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whoid 
the Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and others 
trading to and interefted in the Britiih Plantations in Amenc3| 
in behalf of them felvcs and many others, is referred 

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to refolve 
jtfelf into a Cbmmittee of the whole Houfe, to confidef 
farther of the Petition of divers Merchants, Planters, and 
others^ trading to and intereftcd in the Britifh Plantations h 
America, in behalfof themfclvesand many others; 

Ordered.^ That the fevera! Papers prefented to this Houft 
the 1 5th of Day of May 1735, relating to his Majefty'i 
CommiiTarics in Spain, be referred to the faid Committee, 

Ordered, That the feveral Papers prefented to this Houfe 
the 23d Day of January, 1735, from the Commiffionen 
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral ei Greats 
Britain, be referred to the faid Conmiittee. 

Ordered, That the feveral Papers prefented to this Houfe 
the 19th Day of February, 1735, relating to the Lofles M-* 
tained by his Majefty*s Subjefis, by Depredations committed 
by the Spaniards in Europe or America, fmce the 25 th Day 
of March 1725, be referred to the faid Committee* 

Then the Houfe refolved itfelf into the faid Committees 
tnd after fome Time fpent therein, Mr. Speaker refumcd 
the Chair ; and Mr, Alderman Perry reported from the 

^ C<Ma* 




Matter idcntd to tbeiEi ; aad tint be i«^ tjiredsd hr 

i<jtiBimttXioc m BOT^ tliit dicjaaj hsve Iqtt' Dei £ta^m. 

Mtu-ch zx. Btr, CoispciolkrpTdeiiecd to the Hode» per 

josnt In theb AAircfe CD tis Majdhr , s Copy of tHe^Tr^cy 

ber^foi Gre^t^Bdnio and Spdm, coiicladed »t M^Mlry, 

July g, O. S, iS K, S. 1670 1 aad atfo, 

A TfsnflAtio© ofcbe ^ikl Ticaty. 

And lie Ti tics of the (aid Copf and Tranflsdon were read. 

Ordered, That the fard Copr and Tia^nfiaiion be refeltd 

to the Coaiini?tee o! the ti^ hole Houfe, xo whom the Fcdtion 

of divers Merchants. Pbnters* and others, tradkig to ao^ 

interefted is the BrttiQi PkBtadons in Amedca, in belief 

of diemielves and many others, is referred, 

Rcfolved, That an homble Addrels be prefmted to bu 

ajeily, that be will be graciouily plcafed Eo give Dlredions 

J be laid before thii Houfe, Copies or Extrias of fudi Re- 

rfentadon or Reprekn cannons, which hr<3 or have been &udc 

the Council and AlTembly of Jamaica, £0 the Commif- 

oners for Trade and Planutions, relating to the Captures of 

ngli(h Veffels by the Spanianda in the Bays of Hondcraa 

I Campechy fince the Vear ir^i. 

Ordered, That the faid Addrcfs be prefcnted to his Ma- 

Sy by fuch Members of this Houfej as afc of his Majefly's 

boil honourable Privy CounciL 

March 24. Mr, Comptroller reported to the Houfc, that 

eir Addrcfs of Wednefday lail (that his Majcfly would be 

acioully pkafed to give Di regions, to be laid before this 

Joiife, CopieSj or Extrads of the Rcprefentation or Repre- 

acions therein mentioned) had been prefcnted to his Ma- 

land that hi^ MajeHy had commanded him to acquaint 

bulc, that he will give Direftlons accordingly. 

'Mr. Comptroller alio, by hia Majefty^s Command, 
Rented to the Houfe, 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New* 
oftle, Madrid, Feb 12, O S. 23, N, S. 1737-8; indofmg. 
Copy of a Letter from M dc la Quadra to Mr. Kecne, 
Pirdo, Feb. 10^ O. S 21, N. S. 17S7-S, and 
Ttanflation. 
Copy of a Letter from the DuVe of Newcaftlc to Mr* 
mie, March 17*^ I757"3> inclofuigj 
Draught of a Letter from Mr.Kccne to M.de laQuadra, and 

Tranilation.' 
Together with a Lift of the faid Papers, 
And the faid Lift wa^ read. 

OnJeml* Thar the faid Papers do lie upon the Table, to 
I pcnifed by the Members of the Houfe. 






Mr. CoB»|rtretler» 



Vot. V. 



MarA 



M^rch a??.Mr*RichardPlumer, from the Ccsmmfflioaco 
for Trade and Plan u dons, prefented to the Hoafc, ptirluant 
^fckbji^niunef. totheir Addrefsto his Majefty, Extra6[ of an Addrefs and 
Reprefentation of the Council of Jamaica to the King, dated 
at St. J ago de la Vega the 27 th of November 1731 j and 
alfo» 

£xtra£l of an Addrcfs and Reprefentation of the AflJembly 
of Jamaica to the King in November 173 1 - 
And the Titles of the fald Extra£ls were read 
Oidercd, That the iaid Extrafls be referred to the Com* 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to whom the Petition of diven 
Merchants, Planters^ and others trading to and intcrei1:ed jfl 
the Britiflx Plantations hi America, in behalf of themfelfi© 
and many others, is referred. 

Mr. Comptroller prefented to the Hoafe, purfuant tt 
their Addrcfs to hisMajefty of the loth Day of this In^t 
March* Extr;ift of a Letter from Mr* Keenc to the Duke of 
Ncwcallle, Cafa del Monte near Aianjuea;, May 5, 0. S. 
l6,N, S. 173*1; iixclofing, 

Copy of a Letter from M* Padnhoto Mr* Kccne, May 1, 
O. S. 12, N, S. 1735; and, 
Trandation, 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Kecne to the Duke of New* 
callle, Madrid^ March 24, O. S. April 4^ N. 5. J73J; tn^ 
dofing. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keenc to M. Patinho, April 
ai^.O. S. May 3, N* S» 1734, and 
Tranllatioo, 
Copy of a Letter from M, Patinho to Mr, Keeiie, A{«3 
30, OS, May 11, N. S. 17^, and 
Tranflation. 
Extraft of a Letter from the Duke of Newcaftle to Mi. 
Keene, June 27, 1735, inclofmg, 

Extrafl of a Letter from Governor Matthew to the Duke 

of Newcaftle, St Chriftophcrs, March zz, 1734-5 ' iaclofingt 

Copy of the Depofition of Captain Gordonj &c, March, 

Extra£l of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Duke of 
Newcaftle, Pelkjeros, July 20, 0, S. 31, N S, 1735. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Keene to M* Patinho, July, 
15,0.8. 26, N.S. 1735, and 
Ttanflation, 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Keene to the Duke of New- 
caftle, Pellejeros, July 28, O. S* Aug. 8^ R S, 1735 ; m- 
clofmg. 

Copy of a Letter from M* Patinho, to Mr, Keene, Jiilf 
21, O. S. Aug. j^ N. S. 1735. and 
Tranflation. 






• Om i/ iktCmm^trtfir Tr^di 4md i'lsmjams. 



ExtnSk 



C «8t 1 

^ of a Letter B^m the Bake of NewcatHe to Mr, *^^] 



Keene to M. de U Qusdfn, 

. 1736-7, and 



KjC^ie, J31L i i, 1 756-7 i iiido£ftgy 

tsetraia of z 1«Wt (wm the Soath-Sei Coiiipftiiy^s Fac 
lorsaKCartageQ2,July 23, 1736, 

An Acooani of die Martkr of Ciptain Weir, Ire* Irom ti 
Inlisbitant of SaBU Martlia.. 

Extraaof a Letter from Mr. Kee^e ro the Diikc of New 
citk, Madrid, Feb. ^», O, S. March ii,N, S. ■ 716*7 
lAdofing, 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. 
Feb. 25,0,5. March6, N, S, 

Extrad of a Letter from the Duke of NcwcaAle to Mf . 
Xeene, March 24, 163 5- 7; bclofing. 

Copy of the Affidavit ofWiUiam Fifh«r, Nov. 13, 1736. 

Extrad of a Letter from Mr, Keene to the Dukeof New- 
^Ue, Madrid, April 11,0. S. 22, N, S. 1737; inctofmg. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr Keene Co M» de la Quadra, 
April 6,0. S- ijj N*S. 1737, and 
Traiiilaljon- 

Togcther with a Lift of the faid Papers. 

And the faid Liil was read ^ 

Ordered, That the faid Papers be jiefcrred to the Com- 
mitice of the whole HouTei to whom the Petition of divers 
Merchants, Planters, and others, trading to and ititerelied in 
the Britifk Plantationj in America, in behalf of themfelves 
and many others, Is referred. 

The other Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to 
idblve itfelf intoa Committee of the whole Houfe, to con- 
der father of the Petition of divers Merchants, Fbnters aiid 
othen, trading to and icterelled in the Britlfli PUntaiions in 
America, in behalf of them felves as}d many others i 

OnJered^ That the Copy of a Letter from Mr, Keene to 
AeDake ofNewcaillc, Madrid, Feb. 12, 0,S. 23, N. S. 
f^;,-- t^ indo&ag, 
, Ujpy of 1 Lctier from Monficur de la Quadra to Mr* KoeflC^ 
Ifafiio, Feb. »o,0. S, 21, 1737*8, and 
f * TracflaiiDD, be referred 10 th^ iaid Oommsctec 

Otdera), tli^ the Cbpj* of a Lettter from the Dtike of 
Newtalble to Mr. Kcene^ Maitdi 17, 1737-3 1 mdofing, 

I>rao|^ ol a Letter frofn Mr. J^ocm loMonlkux deja 
Qaadia,ai^ 

TraidlatCT, be lelmed io tbe £iMCofit»iaee. 

Then tlie Houfe lelblml itfelf id«o ^m hjdQommmt,m^ J^ 
alter iooieTiiiie i^ent Aetm^ Mi* Speaker ;dki&ed 1^ Oiiirj 
fc||U<Ln MdmaMmfmywmotWd&ma thm Cookinkiet, gim 

■■KBlil^Mafim to ^cs idOTod, mad kai fiOBt fio a i«^ 
miai^,mkkk^kadiktaakmm'fr^$^^^^^ 



»7I7* 




( l^t ) 

Anoo iiceo.n. dire&cd him to make a Motion to the Honfe, when the 
tJ^^!J^'\^ Iloufe will plcafe to receive the fame. 

Alarch 30th, the Houfc rcfolved itfclf into 'a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to confider of the iaid Report, 
Mr^AldennanPtrry. which Mr. Alderman Perry, (according to Order) made from 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was rcfcrr'd 
to confider of the Petition of divers Merchants, Plai^n, and 
others, trading to and interefied in the Britiih Planutions ia. 
America, in behalf of thcmfelves and many others. 

Mr. Alderman Perry being in the Chair, feveral Witncilb 
were examined to prove the Allegations of the Merchants Peti- 
tion. Mr. Murray the Coanfel for the Merchants made a 
Speech at the Bar, to fhew the Juflice of their Cbmpbdnts, 
and they being direded to withdraw, William Pultesey £^; 
rofe and fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 
lir»pDitiBef. < The amazing Indances of Croelty, Barbarity, and iDJof- 

tice, which wc have heard proved at the Bar of thb Hoofey 
to have been excrcis'd by the Spaniards upon hb Majcfty's Sub- 
ject', might juftify mein making a Motion, for oor eBqniring in- 
to the Caufes of the Nation's having fuffered fo often and fo 
long, without having cvtr once (hewed a proper Refentment: 
But as fome Gentlemen might perhaps think, this would be 
cinying the Thing farther than it ought to be carried at pre- 
fent; I {hall leave thofe who are to blame, if there be any 
fuch, to the Reproaches of their own Confcience^ mud proceed 
to examine the (everal Sorts of Infult, and Injuries, that have 
been put upon the Nation ; becaufe I am fure, the Icaft we can 
propofe to do upon this Occafion, is to vindicate and eftabliih, 
as mr as can be done by any Refolutions of this Iloafe, thofe 
Rights and Privileges, which the Spaniards have, either by 
their own Raflmefs or our Pufillan:mi:y, been enooaraged fb 
frequently, fo manifeilly, and fo contemptuoufly to vioIatB. 

'Bat before I begin. Sir, I mu:1 obferve, that this is not the 
£rft Time our Merchants have applied to this Houfe for 
Redress forthey applied twice before, but, I am ibrry to £iy it, 
inefFedlually. Upon each of their former Applications they 
reprefented to m^ how they had been ravaged and plundered ; 
and as they, at each Time, fully proved their Allegations, 
they ought then to have met with Redreis : A full and im- 
meuiate Reparation oi:ght then to have been peremptorily 
infixed on ; and upon i:s being refjfeJ, or nnrea(bnably de- 
loveJ, our Miniiiers ought to have advifcd his Majefty to 
- , declare War : This, Sir, they would have done, if they 

had not had a greater Regard for their c\ia Eafe and Secu*. 
rity, than they had for the Konour zjid Interefi of the Na- 
tion. 

* The 






( 183 ) 

* The Rights of this Nation, Sir, upon whirh ihr S|i,i- Auhuih..^. h 
liards have already encroached, and which th'-y now difinirc, 
ire in chemfelves diilinfl ; and though thry tontc iiijiin it- 
fc'cral ieparate Heads, yet each of them 'i'> <A hi\\M}\\Ainf i- 
nongh to hive roufcd ary Minifiry, cxurjnjiijf ouii.vvu, hf- 
fore ihii TiriC, to a ycii 'i<.i:kr.Ui\*:r.t. 'J Jir fufl i'jjWii i 
flxa:! lake aoiicc of, is thit vvhi'Jjour Mfji'JjaM:, ;iii'J Vujoi* 
have, :c ilil w;:h their Siiipi en ^Ly Pan of ih*: .Va^. oi A 
xneriCfi. rrrvidei they do not touc:* at iuy \'\aia: j>ollrll(.«l 
"by :hc 5rzr.rf.rdd, v*:*^ £ Defign tocfcrry on k 'J'rwic 01 I rA- 
£cK will :;.= Ii^:i.b:uj:.::. 'i nis ii, t hi^ijt, ^.r, v/:**'ji ik 
cornnon :. ;.. vi;:;. i.'_] o:hcr ZXi-tioni. ; i.iid ii.«:irfoi«', iy/ 
ilicving ouritl-.e: :: be C-iTurlrtc ir. th*; Kiijov j;**,!:* o? i'-<./i ai 
Rig':, we 1.2: 2L.V be:rty ::it h.gM of our own Ouj-^j*:''.'..-, 
b-: v.t bein.' ::.:.t c: M«:.i .:.c ir. gtr,erfcj. /. Nfc».ioi. it*i-y, 
wLet ns: r£i:r:.i:.-*:i r} pi;r:*'-Lliir T:titiit^, i'jrji*: J'OM:jj^fi»-»t 
to ikL .c. o: rr-ir.ii: ::.. :-it ?o::.. Hait!!'., o* ^^ ■•;•;/:;, 
wizut iii*;? Z>c^;:..-i:i. i^tc-L^t ::. ::.*:>- ::.t.. i:ii-y i.i.^K fcr, 
ibToli:!* rr-"*rr.- . l-: ::'. ? j-'.i'.: ',:.:. j,: -.t ;-•-;.«. .^.'o;x--''; ■»' 
the Di»r:. ic^. e: ni:-" -:::;:it u*t3. ic i.':L'?:."-p: -j*t .:.:;/ oi 

£bou:ii«::r^v:_. 1 _:.;;•:-. .-. .-.I.: . L:.j: :. :... Jio^r. i.<*6 

it L b- 1^ 1l; l . 

hi^V^-Il ii-ei - : 

diflicn. C'i'r- :*■::. 

hxst lar- r.r; yi l- ; ...-r," . .. .■ .'.:; 

iavf::! ::• 1:1* ::.:: 1 ._■:..:: •. •. 

Pon-c: Hi:-r-. 1 ::.r- -.-c ;:..^-cc 
tiieLinr- >:... :■ ...i -i- : •..-. *" 
(sr^ o; i;r "/.. - : • ".'.:'!. . . .: -. 
cer-:i^ v ,:•;: ;. : ...■-■:■. . .-;...-: i. 
Urert ::r.'v*:; r" r.:r.. : ' = .^r . 1 

?L.-:.- '■ ■ ■ .^ ■ ^ ■ • .- ..- 
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the two cofttra^ing Parties refpcdtTcIy, fhwll Ibrbetf i 
abiiaiti from failing £o* and traffic icing in, the Forts ^ 

* Havens, which &ve Fortifications^ Caftlcs, or Wal^ 
' houfes, or in other Places poflcffed by the other Party.'ii* 
Cbnfequently the Sabjefb of beth may lawful ly^ with ft 
ftard to one another , fail lo, and trafeck m, every Pof< 
Haven, and other Place in AmericE, not pofTeffed by tbi 
other i and that both Subjeib may do this the more fredj 
and fecurdy, it b, by the 15 th Article of the fame Trcatf 
exprefly ftipulated,— -* That the Freedom of NavigatJBi! 

* onghtp by no Manner of Means, to be interrupted^ wb^ 

* there 15 nothing ''committed contrary to the true Senfe ant 

* Meaning of that Treaty.' Which evidently fhews, th^ 

no Bfitifh 5hip ought to be fo much as interrupted in her N& 
v ignition by any SpaniJh Ship, untefs fhe is aftually foum 
trafficlting in fome Places poffeflcd by the King of Spaiti 
And this will be ft ill more evident, if we coafider the who( 
of this 1 jth Article; for by ttic firft Part of it^ it is declared 
>■ ■ .' That that Treaty ihali no Way derogate from an] 

* Preheminencc, Right, or Signiory, which either the om 

* or theother ofthe contrading Parties, haver in the Seas 

* Straights, or frefh Waters of America ; and that they Ibal 

* have and retain the fame, in as full and ample a Mannei^ 

* z$ of Kight ought to belong to them.* — Then follow theJ 
Words : * Be it however underftood, that the Freedom d 
' Navigation ought, by no Manner of Meany, 10 be intB* 

* rupted^ when there is nothing committed contrary tm thi 

* true Senfc and Meaning of this Treaty.' — From hence w 
may fee, that the bit Purt of this Article is by Way of Ex 
ception to the ftrft ; and that though each Party h to oonti 
Due to enjoy every Preheminence, ftighr, and Signiory, % 
before held, yet neither Party is to make ufe of any fad 
Prcheminence, Right, or Signiory, fo as to interrupt ^t 
Freedom of Navi^tion, when nothing has been commit] 
contrary to the true Scnic and Meaning of the Bth ATtic" '^ 
fore- mentioned* 

* From what I have faid. Sir, it is evident, oar Su 
have fuch a Eight as I have mentioned i and therefore m; 
firti Motion fhall be, that it is the Opinion of this Con 
m it tee, that it is the natural and undoubted Right of Qritil 
Subjefb, to lai! with their Ships on any Part of the Seas c 
America, to and from «ny Part of his Majcfty's Dominioiu 
and that the fe^^t^g and confifc^ting fucli Ships* as a^ 
DOI failing and trafficking in the Havens and Ports whld 
have Fortificaiions, Caftles, Magazines* or Warehoflfe 
or in other Places pofleiTed by the Subjc& of the King c 
Spain, it contrary to Equity and J u&ice, and a manifcft Vie 
indon of the Treaties fublUlmg boween th^ two Crowns* 

* Bu 



( 12; ) 

• B-*!, Sir, as i: VnOili jio', y:rU2\K, ly; lii'/j^^lii f..«i lo '••'•■"•j-. ii 
:.^rLrt a^ QufffiicL upor, t:.. Mot.oi., '*vjil*oui h^viojj |/»« vM/uWy i ^, ..^ ^ 

" • liiaeai :l rr.Lt:* i;p:;i ::.:. ''^^u.ko;, J Hall /*iM aii'J • /jJjim 
•ievey cos of i:;*:^. rs's-.i.riv. /:. •.;*t0^u'i* J am. "/ ihif^* 

? tbt ike het: I^rJi-- *--4'-x .' li .t.i: ir^w vuj;j » iv ■-•« « i . •* 

:rSi^|e&i pf GriS3.:-Xir:u^: DSost, tv '-i:",^ i* 'i**. • "... ;> -..' 
alSom of GrtBO.. l\iini;:.L::;at. ir L&tCl.. f'v;i. v.v I'*:" 'if 
j ikl fcu gL '1 I/amirayir it iii;- tj:ii»:' *'iir */ i ». I/*/ I'/ ^ 

■» IWrrrriwm.. Tju:!.:^-^: \ i' I ;..'.•:*«. :k i ^''J^:'*, •• ii-U. 
2 CUIIirUCC •■':i.' I.. VZli^ * •.i^.'.t'JH . t*j* !:<<: •y,;^ 

sdmoo: n arrrrp*': i::«xr. 'lyt '.' :i::;:io.'.i;.i^ •-' '^'- Ov^:* 
i ke praninas d- - -av imrjiig! ::/c:::/t.»*; .. ».. ■ ',,.^ 

j Lmr O^ S3" Clifr- .'\;:.-' i«-^-r ;.•- .•..■-.•.•: .i<. ; f ,.\.» 

t&C Wt ISO. i- ■-".i:.;:-'--' _j*/; v -..-t v ^j -^-j 

acL i: isr-'- i:. . . - • -:.- - 

ijTg.rfu 2*: 1 ^r.^- .r-r: r. . . j\. . ■ . - u 

wTTTT c: ija— '- r*:^. ---r'- -'. #•*. . 

Scz? c: ii:r i -I^i .. ;..- . c ?/— 

jJiw. .rr. nr ~ ^li*". . _«. .- ". . «■ .^ .^«. 








{ t$6 ) 

only betwixt the Spaniards and us, but betwl:<t tea 
other Nation, define conlraband Goods to be Arms 
Ytfion carrying to an Enemy/ Thefe Goods ^rt fpcci: 
the Treaties, and it b exprcfly declared that thefc, 
otlier.fhall be deemed contraband. The Trade therefore; 
puce betwijit us and Spain is properly a prohibited Ti^ 
there is no manner of Doubt that any Nation notreftrai 
particakr Treaties, may make a Law for prohibidngth? 
portation or Exportation of any pai-ticular Sort cf 
they pleafc, into or frcjm their own Dominions 
Foreigners who trade with them are obb'ged to take N< 
and may be puniihed^ if they trangrefs the Utws 
Country with which they trade : Bat Foreigners who b' 
I>e£gn to carry on any Trade in that Country, nor tc 
at any of its Ports, have no Occafion to take the IcaR 
of what Goods are prohibited in that Country 9 nor cm 
be punifhed, tho' they f^il, in the open Seas, alo, 
CoalVs of that Country, with fuch Goods on board f 
k the Law of a particular Country alone that makes 
prohibited; and where the Laws of that Co im try h^n 
Force, the Goods cannot be fappofed to be prohi' *~ ' 

* Now, Sir, with regard to Britifh Ships, tradir 
any Port in Old Spain, they msy have prolvib' 
board, and may, in a proper Manner, be fear 
Spanirti Officer^ properly commiiTioned for that Pijrf a\t:; 
with regard to any Brrtifti Ship trading to or from atv^ 
in New Spain, or in any of the SpaniJb Domintoii'^ "< 
merica, it is ridiculous to fay file can have any 
Sort of prohibited Goods on board^ and confe£|< 
the Goods on board, of whatever kind, mull b* 
Ship and Cargo m:iy be feixed and made Pf Ige of __ ^^ 
Ihe had not one Shilling's Worth of any Sort of ^^^ ^ 
board, the Ship may be felzed and made Prize 
cidier Cafe, ftie is notfeized for having contrabanti 
board, but for having been en^ged In an unlawfiiJ- 

* This, Sir, is the State of the Cafe with refj 
hibited Goods; and if we examine the two [m^ 
Treaties between Spainand us, 1 mean the Treatie 
and 1 670, we fliall find them exa£tly agreeable 
as I have Hated it. In the Treaty of 1667, which^- 
the Trade between Britain and Spain in general 
Mention made of prohibited Goods; bat every ^^11^ f i{ 
fee, that wherever there is any Mention made of d ^^^ . ,\ 
Prohibited, it relates to the Trade between Britain 
Spain ; and with refpcd to that Trade, it is decer^^ 
that Treaty, what Sort of Goods fhall bede. 
and a Method h particularly p refer i bed, wJi. 
are obliged to obferve, when they viht BritithShiji*^ 
tg or from any of the Ports of Old Spain, in ftarch of 
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( iS; ) 
Vibitcd Goods. Wherep.s in tiit- 'i'n.iiy of irn. \\ii:ili 
was made cxprefly for rc;\til:uiijr, *i«ir iiuifibil All.nn m A 
merica, the Word O'l'tialciid i* iioi in inti* li .r, uiin mhh 
tioned in the whole 'J rtniy; ;ti,'l iIk- i<«..f»iii i; vriy pl.uii j 
fcr where there is no 'JVi:'!'.-, (i;'rc <;im Ij»- liu (m It riun;' .i-i 
prohibited Goodi- ; and ;:. :*il 'i r;"i«: i-i 1I...1 I'.mi nf ilu 
Wcrid, between the .S-'/j'c}'. of tiic iv/o M/fiir ;■<'»!! ;» l^.|l|•^, 
was by ::;i: very 'rre-.iy c.xi.ir/y ii^i'yj'i, immM-.h ;< v.«/»il«l 
isre betr. ab -la i"; ii; vc i:.-'.]-. -..i.y \.::t*i* il.n l*'"-.\.iu>it,-t 
with rer'-r£ :z, I'le ..i-'.c;'.. '.; (jorj-.i, iti vvhi' h iJ t;i 'i i-'!r 
was :c ':»t c:.rr:t:_ on. 

wLicn i;*t:y rL;i-"ci:.> '.■..'.'.;■" 
Qiz z>t :.-: !.'. •%. ' f 't ':..• • ': '; ' >. 
tix: :;i!-r^:;rt r : : »• : . •. : -."y.- 
ciT ':i:y. ;: •■i*:/* .;::.:. -' / i- v: 
kvt :,=rr. i:.rr; .: •; '.: i.'. ".:!:...•': 
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MM 11^. IL of any Part of her Cargo ; for nothing can intitle them to 
i^^y-'i^^ feizc, and make Prize of a Britifh Ship, but her being adually 
found trafEcking in the Ports, Havens, or Places pofTeiled by 
the bubjedis of the King of Spain in America. Surely, Sir, 
an illicit Trade with the Spanifh Settlements in Americat 
does not fix fuch a Vitium reale upon the Goods fo brought 
from thence, that they may be feized or reclaimed by the 
Spaniards, wherever, and whenever, they can afterwards 
find them ; and that notwithftmding their having been fold 
to a fair Purchafer in an open M^irket. This would be al- 
lowing the Spaniards a greater Privilege with refpe£k to 
Goods purchaied from them at an equitable Price, though 
by means of an illicit Trade, than is ufually allowed to an 
Owner of lloVn Goods by any Law in the World. It is a 
Priviledge- which w. s never granted them by any Nation s 
and iK we fhould througa Fear of a War make them fuch a 
C}ncefiion, I (hould expe^ that they would foon pretend to 
> come and fearch our B:jik, and all our Goldfmiths and other 
Shops in London, in order to feize and carry off all the Spa- 
aifh Gold and Silver the}' found ; for if they can, by the 
Kl trans they have ufed, but once obtain one unjuft Gmceffion* 
no Man can tell how far they may afterwards go, or where 
tlicir CompaiTion towards us may induce them to ftop. 

* Upon this Point, Sir, I have been the more particnlar, 
becaufe I think the Spanifh Minillers, and our Minifters to- 
gethcr, have by their Memorials quite confoanded it. By 
confounding the Ireaty of 1667, with that of 1670, the 
Sp.inifh Niiniller^have infilled, and ours feem to have admit- 
ted, that there mny be fuch a I'hing as contraband Goods on 
board Briiifh Ship, failing in the Seas of America; which I 
have (licwn to he impoflible : With refpedl to our South -Sea 
CoinpainN Ships, they may I admit carry on a prohibited 
Trade. Ixrcail'e the\- are by Treaty allow'd to have a Trade 
under certain Roftri^lions with the Spanifh Weft- Indies ; bat 
no other Ship of ours being by Treaty allowM to have any 
'I'rade with them ; they u'.ver can fall nnder the InfientiQa 
of the Tre:'d:'* miiile to regulate the South-Sea Trade': 
Thcrel.^re, I am i unprized to find, that our Minifters allowed 
the V^'ordCoTit.abaiiJ to be brought into the Difpate ; atleaft I 
am furf izci!, that upon its being firft mentioned, they did ndC 
cx'ptain tiic Point much more clearly than I find they havt 
done in . ny of their Memorials; for this feems to be the 
principal Point in Difpute between us, and ought tberefbiie 
to ' .ve becu explained in the moll clear and fuccin^ Man- 
ner. 

* As chi< has not, in my Opinion, yet been done, and as it if 
a Matter of great Importance, I think. Sir, it ought to te 
done by tiiis Hoofe; and for this Patpofe» the next Motioto^ 





^ to irfbire i 

aeir Sliips all Sorci of Goods, Mercfcaodize, or Fi^^ ^ 
i ooe FUrt of liie Briciili Dor inaoeiy to MBf ^^mr Vut i^ 
Sritrih I>omiBto«is i and tkit no GttM^ MrfrimwTiji, or 
% b carried^af&by tlie Xaw of NadaoMV »f a^crTiet- 
tMiltng bf twern tbe two Om%iiSy£o bedeosed oruiomB 
raband Goods^ and ciiat tlie ieatrioiig t£ Ibcb Sypi oa 
^ipen Seas, under Pi^eenoe of ^sAmOMMas^xBi Go«^ 
ghly injurious to the Tnuk of tbk King dom i 9 Viai»- 
ef the Law of NaCmesy snd an Isfia^km cf dbr Tit^e^ 
iiiifig bt^tweeri tbjC tsro Crowms. 

I mull; tiow lake N^ticr, Sir, of due Ri|fct whadk ike $t^ 
' of Great Dric III) hare Co pDflefiooi m dir ft ufiaue 0! 
UaHi aiid 10 cut Log^'^od in t^ B^j of Omp 

IKrerr^ because we were iji Fodc&m of Ljuiife je iligg 
/Ince^ and were in LHe to cut Logwood wbcrever we 
^ !o that Bay, long Ijcitxre, and ac t& Tktie of the Tre»- 
|6ro ; aod fmce by die 7:^ Ardde of t^t Tretiy k b 

filiated. *Th"' -^- ^ "- ^ — Brkak, 

tand SuccciTorst ^ :^al- 

HcfSj in full Right or .^vcaigpiyj G^gTiiOJTr, Po|l 
iIion~ and Propriety, all the Lanck^ ConntiM. HLttb^ 
^lonies, aiid other Places, be they wkat tiiey wiH, Ijii^ 
»d fituate in the Weiin^wdiesT or isi any Pan of Aoia " 
foicH die faid King of Great Brk^Q and hk St^bf^Ss ^ 
oH and poffefs ; iufoi^t^ch that they Deichcr can 
ight herteafter to be conteflcd or called inoo Q^llw, itpon 
iy Account, or tinder any Pretence whatfoefier ;* — ■ 
»refore k mutl be granted, He ii*\ve an uncontefti'hle Right 
" rfs the fame Lands in tkst Province, and to cat Lc^- 
that B^iy ; unlel^ it could be {hewn, that M.'e have by 
Treaty fvncc that Time pven it ap Bat fo h^t other* 
"liat this Treaty, and this very Right, has been con- 
by every Treaty, between the two Crowns, fince iKat 
and by the firft Article of the Treaty of Commence 
cht, this Right is not only confirmed, but former ex- 
, by the Add j don of thefe remarkable Words : ^- 
Kout Prejudice to any Liberty cr Power, which the 
^•£lsof Great Britam enjoyed, either through Rigbt,Suf* 
■Bce, or Indulgence.* 

Jbt, Sir^ CO put this Matter beyond tit Difptite , I mull 
raitit you, that a^ foon as the Sp^niiirds began to contcll 
Jiight with ti^, which w^"^ v^ry foon i^fWr the Treaty of 
notw' K hi* 

ftyreKi. '■- '• ■ ■' - - -' Lioatd, 
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^""•^x" ?? "' ^^^^^ * ^^^^ Enquiry, and fall information, reported, 

»7i7-j • , ^^^^ .-^^ j-^-^ American Treaty did eilabliih a Right in tM 

* Crown oi' Great Britain to the I^nguna de Tcrminas in tT. 

* Province of Jucatan, and the Parts adjacent ; thofe Place? 

* at the Xinie of the Treaty, and for fome Years befort 

* being adually in the Pofibnion of the Britiih Su^ 
^ jeds.' 

* From what I have faid, Sir, it is plain, that this Righi 
isftill in the Crown of Great Briuin,and therefore thegd Refi)- 
lution I am to propofe (hall be. That it m-iy be refolved, thai 
the Subjects of Great Britain did hold, and poilefs Lands in dK 
Province of Jucatan in America, antecedent to and at the Timt 
of the Treaty of 1670; which Treaty confirmed the Rights t( 
every contracting Party, of fuch Lands or Places^as either'dw 

.at the Time hold and poffefs. And that the Subje^ of Grea 
Britain then had, and have at all Times fince claimMa Righ 
of cutting Logwood in the Bay of Campechey, and enjoy© 
the fame without Interruption till of late Years : Wlucl 
Right feems further particularly fecur'd to us, by tlie Manne 
in which the firll Article of the Treaty of Commerce at U 
trecht, confirms the Treaty of 1 670, with thefe «markabl 
Words ; — * without Prejudice to any Liberty or Power, whic 

* the Subjects of Great Britain, enjoyed, either thro^h Righi 

* Snfftrance, or Indulgence. 

* i am now come,Sir, to the laft Right, which I (hall tafe 
Notice of upon tlie prcfent Occafion ; which is that Rigl>t 01 
Subjects have to gather Salt on the Ifland of Tortugas, an or 
inhabited Jfiand in the Weft-Indies, which the Spaniards ia 
belongs to them ; but by what Right I do not know ; for the 
have neither i-ort, Caftfej nor Warehoufe, uposthe Iflanc 

..nor^ny other Sigu of Poffijlfion that I know of* Howcve 
fuppofe they have the Property, or rather the Dominion < 
that Ifland, \is certain we were in Ufe, and claimed a Righ 
to gather Salt there, before and at the Time of the Treaty i 
1 670 ; therefore this Right was confirmed to us by that Trej 
ty, ana reconfirmed by the Treaty of Commerce at Utrecht 
Bu. this is not all. Sir, with refpect to this Right ; we have s| 
cxpi^l^ and a particular Convention between Spain and* us 
plead mitsFavour.By the 3d Article oftheTreaty of Comoier 
between Great Britain and Spain, concluded .at. Madrid : 
the Year 1 715, this Right or Privilege is exprefly confirms 
in theie Words : — * Hjs Catholick Majelly permits the &: 

* Subjects (meaning Britiih) to gather Salt in the Ifle of To 

* ttg.i, thty having enjoyed this Liberty in the Reign of Kii 
' Charles II. without Interruption.' 

* From ill thefc Treaties, and from a Pofleflion alnioft m 
interrupted for above 60 Years, one would Ijave. though 
Sir^ the Spaniards would never have attempted to difturb us : 

A 
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mi%^' "^' ^^'^y* ^ ®*^ glid you ire. Sir* ^r I do net lifcefiidl^^ 
Whether we had otir Joke upon tins Occafion^ I 4^ 
know ; but I hope the Nation will Jiot cojatent ttfclM 
rctemittg ^ Joke for fach a ferious Blow. ^ 

* It IS not Reftitution, Sir, kh not Repamtionv thftf 
:Ltonefor iUch an avowed Infult ; nothing can fatisfy the ] 
nour of the Brkifti Flag, but the Inflifting of a condign ■ 
Din^ment upon thofc Captains that committed the Outn 
or apon the Spairiih Governor that gave the Inftruftioni. 
ther the one or the other mufl be hung np, and^ I think jhi 
m Chains too, upon the III and where the Outrage and R 
hcry wai committedj as a Momiment of BntiOt Refenttn 
J f we ate negociatiiig, if wecontinBC to negodate^ thk oti 
to be infifled on as a Preliminary $ and if it is not granted ' 
Prel I mi nary, we ought immediately to break olT Negociatl 
and revenge ourfelves upon the Gftuntry^ that dares 
left fuch Criminals ; for If we alluw fuch an Affrotit^ 
iD^aG unrcvenged, t will t^ke upon me to forete!, 
Spaniards will perform no Promife they tnake to us^ nor^ 
ferve any Treaty they conclude, 

' However, Sir, I fhall be for leaving It entirely to hisl 
lefty to determine, what Satisfaftion or Rrpartttion ougfi 
Ise deemed fufiicient ; but a^ to the Right we liaveof gnt 
ing Salt in- that Mahd^ I think k ^5ttght to be afiTerted I 
Hefolution of thb Hotife'i Thetefbre the 4th Propofiti^ 
^all make to you» ?hall be, to relblVe, that the attacking 
V leet of S hips ga th eri ng Sal c m- the 1 A a^nd of To r 1 ugasj 
under Convoy of one of hb Majefly'^s Ships nf Wai, 
Men of War belonging to the^ing of Spain, -firing 
Convoy, andjakii^ four of the faid Ships, was a nototiOiW 
fraQrioo of the Gonvention ftgn*d at IVifljdrid, Deceml 
1^1^, and a high Iniult «n the Honour due to ^e' 
Great Britain* 

* Having thus I ; Sir, mentkifled and.eitplained the 
Rights of this Nation in America, which I take to be^ 
Confequence, ^ that they ought to be particularly eftabli 

^ndaflertcd, in the moll foiemn and the moft explicit ll^ 
i^er, by the Refolutions of Parliaments I ihall next tike 
tice, that it appcari? that theCoart of Spain, though it 
Tiot in diieft TTerms d^ny that we at*e entitled to fome oft 
Rights by the Treaties I have mentioned, yet that it ru{i 
many Difficulties, and claims fuch Privileges as in the II 
amount to a total Prohibition of ail the Britifh Nav 
tton and Trade in America . It has likewifc been prov< 
our Bar, that the Subject* of this Nation have been difttai 
«nd interrupted in the Exercife of erery one of them, by 
SpanlJh Gunrda Coitas in Amerioi* The Sptnlards b^f 
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fezn not cm} f feis^ and confifcaicd oar Mctclianls-^Shipa *'*,.^*' 
^oyiag on their kwful Trade in the Ifl^nd ot Tortug^s 
9j of Oimpcclie]^ ; boi thef have llopt, feorched, aud 
cr#d them, for failing upon the open Seat of Americas 
fcaiv« tvcn feizcd and maiie Prize of theiii» for tninfport- 
&mc Sorts of Goods from one Fan of his Mnjefty's Do- 
m to anothefi in manifcft Violation of the known 
Privileges of the Britifii Natioo* 
! are Rights, Sir^ which are all fo firmly eftablifhetl 
'Treaties ; they are Rights which we have been fi> 
[ iii Poffeflion of , that I am furpnxed how the Spaniard* 
I iind a Pretence for contnovcning any one of them ; but 
I caniider the great Superiority of oar Naval Force, 
.-_.fthe great Expeftce we have beeti at of late Years in fup- 
iciring that Naval Fofce> and in fitting oat almoli every Year 
bnnidable SquadronSj I am much more furprized to find, that 
be Spaniards have been fo long allowed not only to controvertp 
Hit anally to interrupt and diilurb us in the PoiTeiHon and Ex* 
ridfe of thofe Rights. If they had refled fatisfied with deny* 
bgthat we had any fuch Rights ; if they had refufed to ac- 
Esowledge them in dined and explicitTermE, we might, for 
te Safee of Peace and Conveninenc)^ have fubmittcd for a 
hort Time to fuch a Piece of Injudice ; but their pkn* 
Ivrieg and makmg Prize of our Merchant-Ships^ ff^r exercif- 
mf aay of thofe Rights, is an Injury which we cannot in 
Uovour fubmit to; and their pretending to f^op, fearch. or 
|effe, «wicr any Pretence whatfoever, thofe Britilh Shipi, 
hrfiickt tbey £i^iafHng aponthe q^en Seas, either in Amerioi 

feUcwbene, nan Ufurprng of a Right or Dominion which 
ioootofiiient with that Tmde, which is the Li^ and Soul of 
din Nation ; and therefore ckimed our utmoll Attention, In 
the very Beginmng. We all know. Sir, how foon Profcrip- 
Ikw eftabliOies a Right : Ufurpations of every Kind gather 
BOB«>gth from their O^ntinuancc, and chat which was at fi rll 
m aootl tmjuit aad a mod violent Ufurpation, may at laH be* 
! a Hccited and an tincontrovenable Right. 
f I Hitft confefs. Sir, that from onr Canduft of late Years, I 
: CO i«fpe£l, there are fome againft m, who think the 
now b DifpQic between Spain and ns, of fo little 
nce^ Ch?l tio one of them is worth our contending for* 
be KBf fiich Gentlemen in this Honfe, it would be 
(hew, that they arc mofl egregioufly millaken; it 
I be^fy CO demonftrate, that every one of the Rights I 
veiitkMd, ii of foch Confcqaence to our Trsde (which 
E dlirf Sufipoit of our Richer and Power, and the only 
tcf txir itaval Poi^er] that we ought to contend for it 
: were amicfiding f^^ Gri$^ fms^ ; but 1 cannot well 
cbere are any fuch Gentlemen in this Honfe^ and 
\ I (haU net ai prrkm enl^gc upon ihh Point i be* 
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' ciufe hf OUT being now in a Commictfe, I hi.rc a h\ 
fpeakmg again upon the fame Stibje^ ; and tliat Rrii 
fliaO beg Leave to m ikeufc of, if I hear any Qtudtmi\ 
tend to infiimatc [for I krow it will not be diiefily aI 
chat none of the Rights I h?ve meadontx!, are wortlt tkl 
of a Briciih Parlknient, 

* For this Re^fon, 1 faf , Sir, I fhall not now itM\ 
great Confeqtience of all or any of the MatteB 
bpanlartls have been of late tamely allowed to di^p 
and as I believe no Gentleman will fay, bat ti 
fully proved at our Bar, that our Merchants hi. 
deretl, our Ships unjuitiy feized and confifcated, anJ i^'^ 
inen cruelly ufed ; therefore, without making an lsji; 
Hepetition of the Indignities and Injuries wh 
proved at our Bar, I ftiall mention to you the 
defign to make ; which is, That for many Ycat. 
Liberty of Navigation in the Am mean Sca. 
unjuilly diilurbed oy the Spaniards, under Pretence 
ing for and finding illict Trade ; the Britifli Shi; 
fully feizM upon the open SeaSj pltindrred, and 
tlie Sailors robb'd, and inhumanly torturM, impri _ 
made Slave;?, to the grievous Lofs of the Merchant^' '^1 
llruftion of the Commerce, and the I>i{honoar of tfc^ ^, , 

* And the lail Propofition Ifhall make to you. Sir, ^^ 
Occafion^ fhall be, that notwichftanding the repeated ^^^ ^ 
tion to Parlianlent, the Treaty of Seville, and the A^\- C 



fo fj-equently given to the Merchants, of procuring 
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tion for their Lofles, and ill Uiage, and noD 
Expf;£tation of the Nation of receiving j nil ai 
faction for the Cruelties exercised on its Subjects 
fults offered to itfelt^ nothing has in fo many \' 
tain'd from the Court of Spain^^ efteflually lo {at 
repair the Injuries, or retrieve the Honour of the Nitii 
the faid Treaty of Seville, fa advantageous to Spain, 
punctually executed on the Fart of Great -Britain ^ 

*This likewife. Sir, is a Propofition which I f-^r 
any Gentleman in this Hoi^sfe will pretend to or 
I cannot fuggell to mylclf any plaufible Reafon ^^, 
it. Every Gentleman knows, how many Petitions hai^l 
prcfenced Co diis Houfc by our plundered Merchajj 
Jncn : For feveral Years, we have feldom been a 
out having one or more fuch Petitions prefcntcd to 
thcfe Applications we haveal ready twice addrrCod 
We have already twice declared, that we would A 
Crow^n in any Mcaiiirei that fiiould feem neceilary 
eating tlic Rights nnd the Honour of the Nation i 
our hello wS Li bjed:s llill remain unfatisfied, if lb 
and Depredntigm arc ilili contii^ied and iiiiilclpUod 
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ill lici groTelling m the Daii, 
: belaid *t oar Door, f onticr Minillers ha,ve 
. , to extofe thentiiilTes, fometlmes with Rcafou, 
with cone, by faying thai the Pailjament refufe^i to 
p pen them m thMt J^caiures tb^c were ucceiiiry for pro* 
^SfeiBg the Trade, or vmdkating ihc rJonour of the Nation ; 
J»it o^ir Miiiifters never can pkad that Excufc. iDdecd I 
~ %, if Negotmcions, if Letter*, Memonals, and Reprc- 
Btotions, bad been Methods proper or fafcient for obujn- 
fltcdfef*^ it appears from the Piles of Papers that have been 
[before us, that our Mimilen luv^ not been n^miis in en - 
ivooring to obtain Satisfa^lioo and Reparation far the In- 
cs and Infults we have met with ; but, In my Opinion, 
haire very much millaken the Methods proper Co he 
I U& of upon fuch Occafions. 

: is atnazing, Sir, to take a View of the Heaps of Letters, 
orkls, and Reprefentations, whicb we have already be- 
\ ti5, relating lo this AfF-iir. They look more like the Pa* 
i beloRgitig to an heredicary Suit in Chancery, than like 
: Papers belonging to a Ntgotbtlon between t^vo foverefgti 
independent Niitians, In a Suit at XjaWp or in Equity^ 
I die Eafiiiefs of thoft; who carry on the Suit, to prei^cnt 
; fpf edify brouglit to a Conclufion, becaufe they get 
by it yearly, and termly, as long as the Sok conti- 
Xtboie annual Proiits mull ccafc as foon as the Suit 
and as they are paid by the Sheet, without any 
[ to the Matter J it h their Intereft to heap Procefs upon 
, and in ever? Pnper, to be as vcrbofe and prolix as 
ion am fuggclt. But Negotiators are never paid 
ct, nor i>tig!.t they to be made to csfpeft their 
' Reward till after the Negptialion is brought to a Con* 
lotion J therefore it Is cot their Intereft to be verbofe, or to 
Afemorial upon Memorial j nor is it their liitercft ta 
i oat a Negotiation, I hope Sir that no Negotiation in 
'i we have been lately concerned has been fpun out for 
'>r continuing Sakries to the Negotiators : I hope 
thole Letters, Memm-ials, or Reprefentatlons have 
III LI J.I plied or extended, for the fake of adding to, or 
Sng the Salarief of thofc who were concerned in draw-* 
cm up i therefore I cannot avoid being furpizcd at the 
f and the Length of thofe Papers, which ieem to be* 
[c late NftgotiatioTis between Spain and us. 
dcs. Sir, in all Negotiations it is generally the Duty of 
''^gotiator?, of one Side orother^ to bring the Ncgptia- 
% fpeedy IfTue ; but where a Nation has been injured^ 

EUd t Condition to revenge itfelf, it is more particularly 
Brut Gpoo iU Negotiators to bring the Negotiation to an 
mate liTufl, of one kind or other ; and for tfut Parpote, 
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to be ihort and fubClantial in every Memorial, AufivCTiJ 
Replyj they deliver, aivd peremptory in every I>emao4l ( 
fnakc. When the known Rights of a Nadon are m^ 
it is ridiculouj! to enter into a tedious and inetE|: ' 
cufiion of the Point of Right ; and ftill more rid 
make long Anfvvers to every Quirk, beaiufe there woii 
that Cafe be no end of Caviliing ; for the Councils ot 1 
tions are never to bi; Iwayed by fubtle Arguing^ nor ij it* 
fiftent with the Dignity of Sovereigns to plead their 
like B.irriiicrs pleading for thdr Clients before a 
of JolHce. 

• When an independent and a powerful Sovereign has^ 
injured, he that f peaks in his Name, Sir, may explaii 
Nature of the Injury that has been done, and ought lo ' 
reafonable Time for an Anfwer: He may even go J 
Length of a Reply ; but if any fophiftical Arguments < 
J u five EvaCons have been made ufe of in the Anfwer 
htm, he ought to think it beneath the Chara£ler he ! 
take Notice of them in, his Reply ; and the Concksfioni 
Reply ought always to be a peremptory Dejaiand of Ja 
within a Time limitol This h the utmofl Length a 
reign ought to go, if he be at that Time in any toh 
Condition for doing himfelf Ttiftice j and if wc had madi 
of this Method of Negotiation with Spainj T am ccmnf 
cd the Inf lilts and Injuries put upon us by that Natjon* 
have been far lefs niimerous> and le& dishonourable for] 
than they are at prefent. 

For this Reafon, Sir, if our Negotiations muft be i 
nued yet a while longerj I hope they, wiH be put upon gi^ 
ent Footing, and carried on in a different Manner, from i 
they have been ; but for my part, I do not fee what I 
we can cxpe^^t from any Negotiation or Treaty i for thol 
Treaty of Seville be not fuch a one as it ought to be, 
might have been, if the Squadrons we were at the Exp 
ol fitting out about that Time, had received Orders to < 
pel as well as perfuade, yet by that Treaty the 
Spain engaged irfelf, almoft as exprefsly as it can, I ! 
togetlier as exprrfly jis it will, be engaged by ? 
ty we can now obtain by peaceable Means, to 
tisfa^ion for all the Bepredations that had 
mittcd before that Timej and to prevent any f\ich 
ture. By the very firft Article of that Treaty ^ all : 
Treaties were renewed and confirmed ; and by the firfl (eg 
Article, moft of the Treaties between the two Cr 
particularly mentioned, and again exprefsly confiri: 
whence we may fee, that the Crown of Spain was] 
by that Treaty, as much as it can be by general 
any Treaty, to prevent any Injuries being done by tlm \ 
jeds of Spain to th^ Suibjc^^ of Gfeat-SriEain* *Tii 
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the Treaty of 1670 la not mentioned among the reft In ibe 
6#-/l feparate Article of the Treaty of Seville^ nor is it 
J^i^ntionftd in the other famous Treaty, made between Spain 
^ ^?i:ic± m in the Year 1721* Whether dib happened by"Negieft» 
^^ Or mf there was any hidden Deilgn in not mentioning Uiat 
^E y'^^^^faty among the reft, I fhall not pretend to determine ; but 
^Kf ^^^rnnot think the Spaniards will from thence pretend 10 
1^^>^» wc hiive pnfled from, or given up thut Treaty ; be- 
Cai^^ ^e I do not think it is their Intereil to fay fo : For if it 
■^«-» I<J be fuppofed, thut there is no fuch Treaty now fub- 
^P^ ^ *^g between the two Crowns, there U nothing to hinder 
P® ^-non^ trading with their Subjects in New Spain by open 
!^^*^^=^ ; any Laws or Prohibitions they could nmke againft 
■p^-^^^^ ^ Trade, would be of very litde Signification: Even 
^P ^h»G Gnarda ColU's they could fend tinther would be 
^f ^^^om being able to prevent our carrying on fuch a Trade ; 
W^^^^^-ih we could fend fufficient Squadrons oFMenof War 
^ '^^^ ^^'^:> te£l all onr Merchant-Ships employed in that Tradct 
► uit a Breach of any Article either in the Treaty of 

or in the Treaty of SevilJe. 

'^en. Sir, with relpett to the Depredations that had been 

Itted upon our Merchants before the Conclulion of that 

^^^, we know that by the tfth Article thereof, Commtifa* 

'ere to be appointed to examinCL and decide what con- 

^^=a the Ships and Effects taken at Sea, and alfo all our 

•*^ *0E3 relating to Abufes committed in Commerce, ^.nd 

' ^ M. other Pretenfions as well in the Indies as in Europe ; 

' * ^ Catholick Majeily exprefsly engages, to caufe to he 

^^sd pun^ually and exactly, what ftiould be decided by 

^- ^=S Commii!ai-Ie5, within £ik Months after the making 

x- Report. Thefe CommifraneSj this Nation has Rea- 

know, were accordingly appointed; but a^ the 9pa- 

3iad never, I believe, :^,n Intention to perform this En- 

^nt, they took Care that their Commiifaries fbould nc- 

__irce to any Report j and upon thJs frivolous Pretence, I 

^, among others of the fame Kind, they have ever 

"'^Fufed to make us the leaft Sattstaftion for any of the 

^ Nations committed before the Concluding of that Trea- 

^^^^^ it be now above eight Yeirs fmcethe Tre:»ty was con* 

r^^ » and above five Years ftnce the Commjf&ries ought to 

"^^^ made their Report, according to the dghth Anicb 

^^ fame Treaty, 

^ fom what I have fa id. Sir, it will appcAr, t think, 

, — ^^^^^ccan have no great Expc^atlons from any futnre 

f J^^^y we can make ; but whatever may be the Succefs of 

^^ ^'"efent Negociationsi whatever we may expc^, whtt- 

^ ^ Advantage we may reap from any future Treaty^ it U 

^^^a we have aa yet received no Satiafe£kion orRepamtton, 

6b 2 iKit 
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Anto If Geo. If notwithftanding the exprefs Promifes made by the Treaty rf 
• ^I^"i, Seville, and notwithftandipg that Treaty's having been pcr- 
^^^""^^^^^ formed by us in the moft pundual Manner ; nay, in a Mm- 
ner prejudicial to ourfelves, and highly advantageous to 
Spain : Therefore I hope no Oppofition will be made again!' 
, that Part of the Refolution I am to move for. Then as to- 
the Affurances that have been given our Merchant, of pio-* 
curing Reparation for their Loffes and Ill-ufage, they haw 
been fo frequent, fo exprefs, and are fo well known, that I ' 
cannot think I have the lead Occafion for repeating or ex- 
plaining them ; for which Reafon, I fhall for the preient 1 
conclude with begging, that Gentlemen would confider ibr J 
what Purpofes we fit here. We aflemble in this Houfe, ia 1 
order to receive the Petitions, and hear the Complaints of 
our injured Subjects ; but we are not to receive and hear 
only, we are likewife in Duty bound to provide a Remedy 
' for the Grievances they juftly compain of, and to take thi 

moft eiFedlual Meafures for that Purpofe. We have twice 
already come to general Refolutions upon this Subjed: 
We have twice already found, that fuch general' Re- 
folutions have produced no Efkd: ; therefore it would be un- 
pardonable in us to proceed no farther upon the preient Oc- 
cafion. Perhaps fome Gentlemen may think > we ought now 
to go much farther than I have taken the Liberty topropofei 
but I cannot think any Gentleman will oppofe our goinz 
thus far ; for the leaft we can do is, to afTert thofe natioBU 
^ Rights which feem of late to have been neglected; becaufi^ 
after fuch a folemn and publick Declaration of oar Rizhts, I 
hope no Minifter will hereafter dare to give up any of them 
by Treaty, or to allow them to be anyionger incroached on 
» and violated, under the Pretence of a Negociation ' 

The Anfwer to this was by Sir Robert Walpolc, to the 
following Effcft: 
Sir, 
8ir R. WaipA. « I do not rife up to oppofe, or in the leaft to difputc any 

of the Rights or Privileges which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleafed to mention. I am fully convinced, that 
this Nation has an indifputable Title to all thofe Rights and 
Privileges, and I fhall always be as zealous for defending them 
as that Gentleman or any other : Nay, I ^m convinced, that 
no Britifti Subjedl will pretend to controvert any one of them; 
and therefore I fhall readily agree with the honourable Gen- 
tleman in every Thing he has faid in Support of thofe Rights 
and Privileges ; but I cannot agree with him in thinking, 
that upon this Occafion they ought to be fo particularly vin- 
« dicated and afTerted by the Refolutions of this Houfe. I can- 
not think there is at prefent the leafl Occafion for our com- 
ing tQ any fuch Reiblutions; becaufe^ I believe^ there is no 
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TJik^ Sir, ^dimfaecii^Gi^] 
Spifli ux} as. 1 beilRc oo 
ftigiit m the JUaiid iif Jiitmca- I befine i 
wi3 fay, that it is noc ^i^oteff f 
{cctired to uf, by the Treaues dov fabidicg bctwpca ^m 
T«vo Crowns ; and yet it b a Right whidi dl£ %aiikn]s ftiH 
l^tEend ro difpute. It h a Right which they have never yet 
idaowledged in exprefs and paxticalar Terms. £ven in the 
\W 1 670, when they were fuing for a Peace, and for fome 
tof RcguktioBS in the Weft- Indies, and fuing for it. Sir, 
iaiihamble a Maimer as ever a NatioD> not abfolutely re- 

duccd» 



* ilir^ lit id zni ZfT-IyjZtz.' Thii -wc thea tbooght i 
j'jE^d.tr.z Aci:iiL'Vijea~r>cii: of onr Rigbi to thai 
i :.: ;: "ilwc^L c -r Orir.j^r. wlf tbc iusx i.1 the Timi 
V :'.-. '.\ '.:' U::tc:.: : tTrrin-. -uiiJcL, I am fnrc, fo 
:'.:::.-: *.:-..: Lk.: t. t v*"!*. :.o: reieriz i; £rjd feu:: w 
t:.'.*j"\ iy i::l: Tre..:- *. t r i ■• :r fr=ir Nisifurs b 
t.u\ c g : • t r. •-:.£ ?1 . r z -1 ~- :■ ^-'■^' -^ C= . d l n d New , 

)« wc cic ro: then dcfirc by Wiy cf Rctribciior. & 
iivi psrticulir Acr.r-iAltdgxer.: of o::r Right :o -Ji 
nor of ir.y other of our Rights cr Pririlc^eE is } 
The A-Jthcn of diat Trean*, Sir, being cf OpirJon, 
that the Sripulaiions coctaiLed in other Tncatic* ft 
lee u red tr.erri. 

* From the Praftice of a'. I XaticLs therefore, \ 
our own Pradice in former Treatie;, we not only n 
ibmetimes ought to fatisfy ourfekes with general W 
Expreffions, in Cafes where fuch general Words oi 
fion& may be a> eftedual, and may render what we a 
iecureand indifpu table as if it had been declared or ; 
in the mod particular and explicit Terms. But, S 
the prefent Caie, this Houfe fnould come to fuch R< 
as have been propofed, it would render it impoflib 
afterwards to accept of, or prbpofe, any fuch gen 
knowledgments or Concefijons. The Refolutions ; 
by the honourable Gentleman, would cramp our J 
and Ncgociations, who would regard them as Ru 
which they could not depart. In fuch a Cafe, I be 
Miniiler would take unon him toadvife his Maieilv 
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jjlaking Peace or Wat, I ftull leave to others to deter 

for my own Part, I muft think, that it would not 

be a ^king irom iiis Ma jelly tlie Power of making 

but that it would be taking from him the Power of 

jjtig what Sort of JuiUudions would be irioil proper to be 

t to his Ambankdors or Envoys nt any foreign Court, or to 

TLetiipotentiaries at2.ny futjre Congrcfg. But this is ijot 

8 only Difadvantagc fuch a Method of Proceeding would 

littended with : In my Opinion- it would not only make 

|ar unavoidable, bat it would like wife make Peace unat- 

blCj till one or other of the Parties engaged, were al- 

i utterly deilroyed j tor though the Spaniards may pro* 

ftly in the Way of Kegociation he brought tQ ackaow^ 

t and confirm all the Rights and Privileges held in Dif- 

e between them and U5, in general Terms, or perhaps in 

tpafticular and exprefs Tejrms than are to be found in 

ner Treaty between the two Nations, yet I am con- 

they will never agree to Acknowledgments fo very 

! and particular, asthofe contained in the Propofitions 

I h^ve been now laid before us. At leaR I am convinced^ 

' €3.11 never be prevailed on to do fo, unlefs we ftiould 

te the good Luck, by a long and fucc^^fui War, to bring 

k tQ a^ low an Rbb^ as every any Nation, not abfolutely 

was brought to. We may with as much Proba- 

J of Succcfs propofe forcing them to fign a Carte Blanche, 

I propofe, either by fair or foul Means, to compel them 

ake fuch fsarticuJar ConceiTions as are mentioned in the 

[^dons now before us ; and I do not think it is our In- 

t to endeavour to bring that Nation fo low, even though 

I were certain of Succefs^ and that the ottier Powers of 

^ would ilt £tiU, and tamely behold our Triumphs^ 

Btdther Jeaioufy or Envy, 

v^ Sir, as I think every one of the Rights at pre* 
>ifpute between Spain ^nd us, may be as fully fe- 
I to us by general Wordj in a future Treaty, as by par- 
Declarations and ConccIHons : As I think we may, in 
D^equence of foch a Tre^y, continue ro enjoy thofe 
with as little Diftutbance as we now enjoy the Jfland 
l; therefore^ if our MinlAers can obtain fuch a 
without putting the Nation either to the Hazard or 
I of a War, I mull; think they will do thrir Country 
¥oi gpod Service ; and confequently, I muit think, it 
uk! be wrong in this Houfe^ to put It out of their Power 
kfkcgpdale, or toadvife his Majelly to approve of a Treaty, 
I may attain all the good Ends propofed by the honout- 
; GeRdeman*^ Refoktion, and avoid all their Inconvc- 
Bifaca I have, I have always Iheweda very great Regard 

rthe Merchants trading to And from our Plantations ; I 









have as gtt^t a Regard for them, and I think tli«in as tifcful a 
Body of Men as any m theKingdom i but we mult confider^Sir, 
that wfe have a great Number of Merchant concerned, and 
a very confiderable Trade, a moft beneficial Trade to this 
Nation, in Spain and the ^ieditcfranea^. The former 
might, perhaps, be no great Lofers, they loight even be 
Gainers by a War i whereas the latter would certainly be 
undone ; and if the War Ihould be of any Duration, fomc 
Branches of our Spanilh and Mediterranean Trade might per- 
il aps be irrecoverably loft- I hope I mriy be allowed to have 
fome Regard for our Spanifh, Italian, and Turkey Mer* 
chants. Upon their Account I fliall always be for avoiding 
31 War with Spain, as long as poffible, and fliall never give 
my Confent to any Mcafure or Rcfolution, that I think will 
breed fuch a Quarrel between the two Nations as mtift end 
in the Deflruflion of one or other, 

* For this Reafon^ Sir, I (hall be again ft our coming to 
any particular and peremptory Refolutionjj with refpc^ 
to any of the particular Rights the Spaniards now pretend 
to conteft ; but 1 fhall molt readily agree to any Motion 
that can be propofed^ for ftiewing it to be onr Opinion, 
that our Merchants have fully proved their Lofles, snd 
that the depredations that have been committed are con- 
trary to the Law cif Nations, contrary to the Treaties ftib- 
lifting between the two Grown?, in Ihort, that they are 
every Thing bad, and without the leaft Pretence or Gcrlonr 
of Juliice, This, J fay, I ihall moft willingly agree to, becaufe 
J think the Petitioners have fully proved the Allegations of 
their Petition i I think they have fully proved, that the Sob- 
jcdts of this Kingdom have met with fuch Treatment from 
the Spanilh Guarda Cofla's and Governors in America, as 
deferves the higheft Refentment ; but ft ill, I think » if 
proper Satlsfii^ion and full Reparation can be obtained by 
peaceable Means, we ought not to involve the Nation in a 
War, from the Event of which we have a great deal to fear ; 
and the utmoft we can hope for from the moft uninterrupted 
Succefs, is a proper Satisfaction for palt Injuries, aud t 
proper Security again ft our meeting with any fuch hereafter, 
both which we are bound to think there are ft ill Hopes of ob- 
taining by way of Negociation; becaufe, if it had been 
otherwile, his Majefty would certainly have acquainted us 
with it, and would have defired us to provide for obtaining 
by Force, what he faw was not to be obtained by fair Means, 

* As for the Method, Sir, in which our Kegociations 
have beea hitherto carried on, I do not think an Enquiry 
into it can, upon the prefent Occafion» come properly before 
U£ ; but if it could, I believe it would be ealy to fh^Eir, 
that they have been carried on in that Manner, which was 

the 
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tiie mall proper for producbg au Accommodation of all the 
JPi^€reGce& fubfiiling between the two Katbtis. I fliill 
ffrant, that there are certain PeriOiJ?, and certain Circuni- 
Aaisc^^ whicli muy make it the lotarell of a Nation to 
be peremptory in ev^ery D^^mand they nuke, and fiot to 
be at any great Pains to fticw the Rcafonableiaefs of their 
Demands^ or to anfwcr the Obje^ions that may be made to 
ihem i becaafe* a^ a Nation may fometimes have a ConqaeH 
in View, and may think they have got a feafonable Oppor- 
tunity for accompli All rjg their Defign, it may he more for. 
tlieir rntcrcfl to come to an opjen Rupture, than to cdb- 
tinue in Peace upon the moft equitable Terms ^ but this 
can fchiom or never be the Cafe of tliii Nation ; I am fore 
It h not oar Cafe at prefcnt, nor has It ever once been our 
Cafe for above thefe twenty Years pafl ; and therefore. It 
woold have been, and Hill would be, Madncfs in U5, to go 
to War with any of our Neighbours, if there be any Pro-^ 
babib'ty of obtaining JuHice in a peaceable Manner. 

* From this Confideratlon we may fee. Sir, that it woold 
be jjTipradent in us to be peremptory In the Demands we 
make upon any of our Neighbours ; and for the fame Rea- 
ion J we ought to be at fome Pains to explain the Reafonable- 
nefs of our Demands, and to anfwer all the Objections that 
may be made againft them. But with rcfpe^ to Spain, 
wc ought, in my Opinion^ to have more Patience, and to 
treat in a mHder Method with them, than with any other 
Nation in Europe i not only bccaufe of the Advantage we 
reap by our Tnide with that Nation, but becaufe his Catho- 
Jick Majefty is, I am convinced, as much inclined to do 
Jnftice, ai^d to preferve Peace, as any Prince in Europe. 
Our not having obtain sd Redrefs before this Time, does not^ 
I believe, proceed from any real Intention in his Catholick 
l^Iajefiy to do this Kation an Injury, or to allow any of his 
Subjects to injure us, but from the Nature of the Difputes 
between u?, which depends upon Fadls, that muft be fully 
enquired into, and certainly known, before it can be deter- 
mined whether they arc injurio as or not; and as all thofe 
. Fads happen at a great DilUnce, it is impoflible to have a 
particular and diilini^ Account of them in a ftiort Time, 
I efpecially as it is very much the Intcrefl: of the Spanifh Go- 
;Vemors in America to mjtVeprefent tiiemi Confidering there- 
rfore the JuHice and the Upright nefs of his Caeholick Ma- 
Jefty*^ Intentions, confidering his Friendship and good Incli' 
, nations towards us, it would have been wrong in us to make 
I peremptory Demands at firil: ; it would have been wrong in 
^us not to anfwer every Objeftion that was made againll any 
|df our f^emaadi : Oti the contrary, our owa Interdt made 
Vol V. Cg if 



f^na 






( 204 ) 

^injS^^^'^' ^* incumbent upon us to make a full and particular Anfwer 
to every Obje&ion, in order to convince his Majefty of the 
Juftice of our Demands or Pretenfions ;. becaufe, from that 
Conviftion we had, I hope we ftill have, great Reafon to 
expedt full Satisfaction. 

* Having thus, Sir, laid my Thoughts before you, upon 
the Matter now under our Confideration, and having given 
you my Reafons for not approving of all the Propofitions, the 
honourable Gentleman has told us he is about to make, I 
ll|ill now beg Leave to offer an Amendment to his Motion, 
wnich is, That the firft Part of this Motion (hould (land as it is 
in thefe Words : * That it is the natural undoubted Right of 

* Britifh Subjcfts to fail with their Ships on any Part of the Sear 

* of America, to and from any Part of his Majefty 's Domi- 

* nions/ So far I entirely agree with him ; but in my O- 
pinion, all that he has propofed to follow after thefe Words, 
ought to be left out ; and inftead thereof, ' I propofe, that 
thefe Words or Refolutions ouglit to be inferted, * That 

* the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce, which the 

* Subjeds of Great Britain have an undoubted Right to by 

* the Law of Nations, and which is not in the leaft re- 

* ftrained by Virtue of any of the Treaties fubfifting be- 

* tween the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, has been 

* greatly interrupted by the Spaniards, under Pretences altoge- 

* ther groundlefs and unj uft .That before and fince theExecution 

* of the Treaty of Seville, and the Declaration made by the 

* Crown of Spain,' purfuant thereunto, for the Satisfadlion 

* and Security of the Commerce of Great Britain, many 
' unj uft Seizures and Captures have been made, and great 

* Depredations committed by the Spaniards, which have 

* been attended with many Inftances of unheard-of Cru- 

* elty and Barbarity. That the frequent Applications 

* made to the Court of Spain, for procuring Juftice and Sa- 

* tisfad:ion to his Majefty's injured Subjeds, for bringing 

* the Offenders to condign Puniftiment, and for preventing 

* the likeAbufes for the future, have proved vain and in - 

* effeftual ; and the feveral Orders or Cedulas, granted by 

* the King of Spain, for Reftitution and Reparation of 

* great Lofles fuftained, by the unlawful and unwarrantable 

* Seizures and Captures made by by the Spaniards, have 

* been difobeyed by the Spanifti Governors, or totally e- 

* vaded and deluded. And that thefe Violences and Depre- 

* dations have been carried on to the great Lofs and Da- 

* mage of the Subjedls of Great Britain trading to America, 

* and in direft Violation of the Treaties fubftfting between 

* the two Crowns.' 

* I do not know. Sir, If I (hall have the good Luck to 
meet with the Approbation of this Houfe; but what I have 

pro- 
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jlI z2£ 3igi3 ind EVLir.>ges ae^r :z Difpcsr becftt^fr. SriJL;3 
iZii 3, ai if cTcnr coerce ±tfn r^i beta pi:;5C^irIr 
nsddoQKL: Adz, I tiirA, :i u-ill be a :\:£cxttt 
TeiimonT of :3 bcl=§ sir* Qy-i^r. c!' tab H^v^. :}yL: use 
Fach wc tbrtJi in die lercnl P^.d<Kt< ocw be^::r ,:>, Live 
boca nillv prcrei ; irsd tiit we Ivx^< urv:i ;.hc"j«: r ivi* c? bt 
f jch as ire coocrary sj the Liw or Ni:aar^^ ^&c ro tr»e Tita:ks 
fabdiii^ becwccn che two Cra«r3. I: wrill Iike%iiiie. 1 
think, teiify folly :o ±e Worli, :!sc Retentsjacut ot* ihg 
Hoaxe, aniiul the Oepredidocs rhjLt hive been comaii:»a 
upon OCT MerchiLccs, aiki the Crxldes t^u: bave Ikcq uied 
tovb-aids osr Seamen; aDd that we are rdblvtd cot to lufEcr 
fuch Pradkes to be cocdnoed in Time to come, nor to 
allow thofe tiut are p&&3 to go anpcc:ih«d-Tlu$» I think. Sir, 
is the uonofl Length w^ can go at preicnt; it is the atmod 
Length thisHoule ought to go, bcciuie it will anmer all 
the Ends we can propole by ^e motl pirticulir Reiolatioos i 
and at the lame Time it wul leare Room for putting an f 
End to all the Di^^xences between Spain and 11$, in an 
amicable Manner, which, 1 ha\'e (hewed, wt>uld\'ery prubably 
be rendered impoi£ble, in cai'e we (hould now come to loch 
particular Reiblutions, as the honounble Gendeoun near 
me has been pleafed to propole : Therdfbne I hope even the 
honourable Gendeman himfelf will approve of the Amend- 
ment I have oflfered, to the end that we may appear to be 
unanimous in every Refolution ^ may come to, upon an 
Affair, which is of fo great an Importance to the Trade and 
Happinefj of this Nation, and to the Tranquillity of 
Europe in general.' 

After this, Mr. Pulteney flood up again, and fpoke to the 
following Effed : 
Sir, 

* I find the Debate upon the Affair now before us, is Mr, f^otmr, 
like to take that Turn, which I from the Beginning imagined 
It would. After I had opened and explained the feveral 
Rights and Privileges of this Nation, which ouglit, in my 
Opinion, to be eftablifhed by the Refolutions of this Houfe, 
I (aid, I knew it would not be directly afferted, that they 
were not worth the Care of a Britifh Parliament, but fuch a 
Thing I fuppofcd might be infinuatcd ; and now I find it is 
pretended, they a|;e fo little worth our Care, that there is 
no Occafion for eftablifhing them particularly and dillindtly, 
but that we may fatisfy ourfelvcs with general Words and 
Exprefiions, which, it is fald, will be found. as cfFedlual, 
as if every one of thefe Rights and Privileges had been di« 
ftin^y and particiflarly mentioned and expired. 

Ccz * -And 
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^nDjn.GMii. < After the Experience we have had, for many Years 
-JJELl- paft, I am fvirprized, Sir, to fipd it even fo much as in- 
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fmuated, that general Words or Expreffions, in any future 
Treaty, can be fuppofcd to be as efFedlual, as particular and 
diftinft Acknowledgments or Declarations 5 and I ^m equally 
furprized to find it afferted, that this Houfe may, upon this 
third Application, content itfelf with coming to a general 
Refolution. ., Sir, there is not one of the Rights or Pri- 

vileges, which are afferted in the Propofitioi^s l have now 
offered, but what is colledled frpm the general Words of 
former Treaties, and have been confirmed to us over and 
agaip. Thefe general Words we have, by fad Experience, 
often found to be incffe£Hia1 ; and (ball we again put our 
Truft in that, which we* find has fo often deceived us? 
Shall we allow the Freedom of our Commerce, and the 
Properties of our Fellow-Subjects, to depend any longer 
upon that, which has for many Years fubjefted the former to 
continual Interruptions, and has often made the latter a 
Prey to our Enemies ? 

* Thpfe Rights, Sir, which depend upon the Law of Na- 
tions, are certainly confirmed by the general Words of every 
Treaty of Peace and Friend (hip, that can be made between 
two Nations ; and while neither pretends to conteft, or to in- 
croach upon, fuch Rights, both may reft fatisfied with fuch 
general Confirmations : Becaufe a tacit Acquiefcence on one 
Part is generally, and with Reafon, regarded as fufficient Secu- 
rity for the other. But if either of the two begins to con- 
teft any oneof thofe Rights, or to ufurp a Power, that is in- 
confillent with any of them, it then becon^es neceflary for th? 
other Nation to have that Right particularly explained, and 
of new eftablifhed, in the moft diftin<5l and explicit Terms : 
They are bound in Duty to Mankind, as well as to them- 
felves, to compel theuft;rping Nation to pafs from that Pow- 
er, which they have ufurped, and to pafs it from fuch Terms 
as (hall leave no Room for fetting up any fuch Pretence in Time 
to come . Of thi? Nature are the two firft Rights, which I 
propofed to be eftablifhed ; I meai^, * That of its being the 

* Right of Britifh Subjects, to fail with their Ships on any 

* Part of the Seas of America, to and fro^n any Part of his 
^ Majefty's Dominions ; ' and,* That of its being the Right 

* of Britifti Subjefts, to carry in their Ships all Sorts of 

* Gpods, Merchandize, or Effedls, from qne Part of his Majef» 

* ty's Dominions, to any other Part" of his Majefty's Domi- 

* nions ' Thefe, Sir, are two Rights, which depend upon the 
Law of Nations^ and therefore, while neither of them was 
cbntefted or incroached on by Spain, it was fuflicient for us to 
|iavc them confirmed by general Words ; but of late Years, 
the Spaniih Guarda Cofta's have been fo arrogant, that they 



fearr.r.JT^ rrsrr Lr.-n^ 5:^.7 zsrj mer; « !ii: ir inr c»t»jx Seas 
of Amenz* ; zniibfn- r^v; i^ri^ijc ilaI'Tik: l Pr»««cr oc" jr^ 
tencinrnc "»"ii:: ibn of Go33^ or mrvnncT-T*'. mn- *«f ctT- 
ried 31 Bririfr: Siiip^ frnn: on? Pin of nir Eririt I>ciirI-~ 
niocs tz LTirder. Jar rri- JisLiar.. 3: i* ncw^ lisrnirtf ihic^ 
loajT nscffiLrr fzr r? tr» rriLptL r'rffir, tirber b? fLir <ir 
fo::! McziiE. IT pzif fr^n: beer mdc ITfarpLnccs, rr:i re c^- 

Law cfKr-tinrs ud: "rr gcnerLl "Praris, 2* iyrnjcOT, bet 

plkf: TennE- 

' Ties, Sir. 25 id tioe ^^^ wiiidi msr he pccalkr «» 
ODc Nadan, sad \»iLiai i: itit itx* ^cTidrwL Iflr Ocrc* 
paiicy, Pgrr"ni">, C-ararfr, er oib£r«-rK', tie KaooD thst 
has made ltt zdcL AcrzHldac, miy 21 irSTieS iktkfisd vr^di 

Terms ; bat if arj ziciglbocnug Xidr^n io£i be^in so omk 
tcfi their Rigiit, cr ^zLz. xgix. to i^serrnrc ir^d ciircrb iban 
in the TcSe&xi of 2 R3gii tflcr Llc l2u-fe!:v ioqafrcv?, it 
wonld tlien be iDci!ii:bei.r inx^n thcsn to luLve tbeir Right 
p&rticalariT, diiiird:v, zad cxpreSr £ckro«'»%ieii, by Uat 
Nation £X ksi, tlia: hid began to cocteil ticir Rjgiit, or 
difinrb tieir Pcn^^cii. To sprlr this. Sir, to die two Ixlt 
Rights I pfopoled to he eibKiibed : It is vrcH kcc>wn,t]ut we 
have long finoe 2cczirtd 2 Right to niake Settiesjfnts in the 
Prorince of J-cataii, acd to cit Log^'ood in the neighboorii^ 
Bay of Campechey ; and it is iiksi\ ilc u-ell knc\%Ti,thai u-e have 
long fincc acquL'ToS a Right to gather Salt in the Iiin.ndof Tor. 
togas. Thac Rigijti ^t not only 2cqiiired by a lawful Ti- 
tle at firft, but they hsve tnce been oftentimes ad;:r.o\v3cifged 
and confinned to cs by the Crown of Spoun, in as exprc6 
Terms, as they cm be, by general Words or Claufes, in any 
future Treaty. While Spain did not pretend to controvert 
them, or to difhirb us in the Po^fiion, it was fuSdent to 
have them confirmed by general Words, in thofc Treaties 
that were made betv^een the two Nations ; but of late Years, 
Spain has not only begun to controvert thcfe Rights, but has 
a&ually di&nrbed us in the Pofieffion, by feizing our Ships, 
and murdering or maltreating oar Seamen, for no other Rea* 
ion, but becaufe they v^'ere found in the Exercife of thofe 
Rights, which belonged to them as Subje£b of the Crown of 
Great Britain. We cannot therefore now fatisfy ourfelves 
with having fuch Rights acknowledged in general Tenns : 
If we ever come to any Tieaty with that Nation, we ought 
to have both of them particularly and exprefly acknow^ 
Icdged. This, I fay. Sir, we ought to have j this we will 
|iave, if we treat upon an equal Footing, and fhew a 

due 
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w f I Ceo. n. due Reeird to tlie Honoar and Trade of oar native Caai _ 
•^^ try. 1 r 

* Every one muft grant. Sir, that wc have as good R^ , 
to cut Logwood in the Biy of Campechey, and gather Saltoi ~ 
the Ifland of Tortugas, as we have to the Ifland of Jamaka^ _ 
The former has been as often confirmed as the latter, by tk( ^ 
general Words of the Treaties fubfiiling between as anj ^ 
Spain. Bat the Difference at prefent is, that the former h» ~ 
been of late not only conteiled but invaded, whereas 0Q(, 
Right to Jamaica has not of late been openly contefled, i^r; 
oar Pofleffion didarbed. I am glad it has not ; for I am con* 
vinced, that thofe who are fo fond of Peace, as for its &ki ' 
to give up oar Right to cutLogwood in the Bay of Campechey, 
and gather Salt in the Ifland of Tortguas, would likewife 
for the lame Reafon h^ve given up the Ifland of Jamaica, if 
the Spaniards had revived their Pretenflons to that Ifland» 
and had infixed upon its being reflored, as one of the Pre- 
liminaries. 

* Thus, Sir, I have (hewn that, if we judge by Experience 
we can put no farther Truft in general Words or E^rorefQcns; 
and I have alfo fliewn that, from the Nature of Things 
we cannot now refl fatisHed with general Acknowledgments or 
Declarations. If we have any Regard for the Honour or 
Trade of this Nation, if we have any Regard fiw the Liyes» 
the Liberties, or the Properties of our Fellow-Subjedis, wc 3 
aiufl iniUl that, in any future Treaty to be made between 
the two Nations, every one of the Rights or Privileges now 
in difpute, fliall be particularly and diltindly acknowledged t 
And iflthis be the Cafe, what Harm can there be in our com- 
ing to a diftind and feparate Refolution with refpeft to tvery 
one of the Rights I have mentioned ? But this is not all. Sir: 
If this had been the firft Time any Application had been 
made to us, againfl the Infults and Depredations of the Spa- 
niards ; if this had been the firfl Time we had foui)d it necef* 
iary to come to" any Refoli^tion upon that Head ; there would 
be fome Pretence for faying, we ought to reft fatisfied with a 
general Refolution : It might perhaps be fuppofed, that fuch 
a general Refolution as the honourable Gentleman near me has 
been pleafed to propofe,would be fufhcient for procuring a Re* 
medy for thofe £vil6,our injured Countrymen complain of; but 
we have twice already come to fuch a general Refolution ; we 
have twice already found th^t fuch a general Refolution has 
proved altogether inefiedual; and therefore we are now 
both in Honour and Duty bound to think of fome other 
Method, for giving Relief to thofft who,we find, have fo juftly 
complained. £ven the Refolutions I have propofed, may 
prove ineffe^ual i I am afraid (hey willt eveii though they 

weire 
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L mofe cxprefs and Urong than thry are, uiile6 wc 
^ Condud ; but furcly, the Icjift we can t!o, upon this 
Vpplic Ation, 15^ to endeavour to vindicate ani cilablifh, 
Refoltitigiis of ihis Hoafe, chofe RigliK, which ihe 
ads have fo long dared co difptite wttb us» and whicK 
b long given them a Handle for plundering our I^Ier- 
, mnd cruelly ufmg our Seamen. 
hefe Rights, ii is true. Sir, are not difputed by any of 
(m Siibj^s"; though I do not know, but tlierc may be 

wbo, for iheir os^n fclfilh Ei^id^s, \^'ould be glad to give 
one of them up, I fliall like wife grant, that we cannot 
id to bind or foreclofe Foreigners, at lea ft in a legal 
cr, by any of our Determin:itions or Rcfolutions ; bat 
ber of thefe were a good Reafon for our not coming to 
Hblution I have p^opufed, there would be no Occ^on for 
iming to any Refolation at all, rebting to the Affair now 
t as, Is there anySubjeS in the Brittili Dominions, that fays, 

fey, that out Merchants have not been plundered, 
aj Seamen maltreated, by the Spaniards in Amerfca ? 
any Subgeft of Great Bri^iiin fay that a proper SaLsfac- 
lias yet been obtained for the rnfults and Injuries, 
live been put upon us f What Occ.fion can we thea 

according to the honourable GentIem:in*S Way of Rca- 
g, for coming to any RefoTtitions, for afcertaining the 
1 of Fa£is, which none of our own Subjtr£ls doubt of ? 
with regard co Foreigner?^ we can as little pretend to 

or fareclofe them, with refpeft to the Truth of 
r, as we can pretend to bind or foreclofe them with. 
i to the Jullice or Validity of any Right we prc^ 
to Therefore, if tht5 Argument were of any 
jht, there would be as little Resfon for bur coming to 
lefolution the honourable Gentleman hzis been plea- 
k propofe, as for our coming to any one of the Refolutions 
'c Hientioned 

Jut in the Cafe now before us. Sir, we are not to come io 
lutions with a Delign to determine abfolutely any Mat- 
F Right, or to foreclofe either our own Countrymen or 
igncrs. The Befi^n of our Rcfo lutions ought to be, to 

both to our own Countrymen and Foreigners, that we 
eiblved to vindicate and affert, to the lafl Drop of our 
1, thofe Rights, which we think: belong to us ; and that 
ouf own Countrymen and Foreigners may know, what 
00k upon as the undoubted Rights and Privileges of the 
on, thofe, at leaft, which are now contelled, ought to 
articularly and exprefly ellablifhed by the Refolutions we 
o come to upon this Occafion, Thi^, Sir, will have a 
, E^^ upon Foreigners, as u^ll aaour own Countrymen, 
icre be any among the Utter, who think they may fx- 
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An«o If Oco. IX notwithftanding the cxprefs Promifes made by the Treaty of 
^Jl^"i, Seville, and notwithftandiqg that Treaty's having been per- 
formed by us in the moft pundual Manner ; nay, in a Man- 
ner prejudicial to ourfelves, and highly advantageous to 
Spain : Therefore I hope no Oppofition will be made againft 
, that Part of the Refolution I am to move for. Then as to 
the A ffurances that have been given our Merchant*?, of pro- 
curing Reparation for their Loffes and Ill-ufage, they have 
been fo frequent, fo exprefs, and are fo well known, that I 
cannot think I have the leaft Occafion for repeating or ex- 
plaining them J for which Reafon, I fhall for the prefent 
conclude with begging, that Gentlemen would confider for 
what Purpofes we fit here. We affemble in this Houfe, in 
order to receive the Petitions, and hear the Complaints of 
our injured Subjefts ; but we are not to receive and hear 
only, we are likewife in Duty bound to provide a Remedy 
' for the Grievances they juilly com pain of, and to take the 

moft efFedual Meafures for that Purpofe. We have twice 
already come to general Refolutions upon this Subjed : 
We have twice already found, that fuch general ^ Re- 
folutions have produced no ESed: ; therefore it would be un- 
pardonable in us to proceed no farther upon the prefent Oc- 
cafion. Perhaps fomc Gentlemen may think* we ought now 
to go much farther than I have taken the Liberty to propofe j 
but I cannot think any Gentleman will oppofe our going 
thus far ; for the leaft we can do is, to affert thoie national 
. Rights which feem of late to have been negleded ; becaafe, 
a^ter fuch a folemn and publick Declaration of our Rizhts, I 
hope no Minifter will hereafter dare to give up any of them 
by Treaty, or to allow them to be any' longer incroached on 
p and violated, under the Pretence of a Negociation ' 

The Anfwer to this was by Sir Robert Walpole, to the 
following ESc£k : 
Sir, 
8xr R. WaiiK*. « I do ttot rifc up to oppofe, or in the leaft to difpute any 

of the Rights or Privileges which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleafed to mention. I am fully convinced, that 
this Nation has an indifputable Title to all thofe Rights and 
Privileges, and I fhall always be as zealous for defending them 
as that Gentleman or any other : Nay, I ^m convinced, that 
no Britifh Subjedl will pretend to controvert any one of them; 
and therefore I fhall readily agree with the honourable Gen- 
tleman in every Thing he has faid in Support of thofe Rights 
and Privileges ; but I cannot agree with him in thinking, 
that upon this Occafion they ought to be fo particularly vin- 
« dicated and afTerted by the Refolutions of this Houfe. I can- 
not think there is at prefent the leaft Occafion for our com- 
ing tQ any fuch Reiblutions j becaufe, I believe^ there is no 

Sritifb 
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Bntiih Siibjca: that will pretend to queftbn any of the ^"^ /' ^;*- "* 
Eights he has mentioned, or that will dare to fay, that any 
one of diem ought to be given up. it is, to be ture, unnc- 
ceflaiy, ^nd I muil think inconfillent with the Dignity of 
this Houfe, to come to any Refolution for determining a 
Queftion that is not difpi2tc4 by any Subje^ of Great Bri- 
tain ; and with refpe^ to Foreigners, our Rcfolutions can- 
not be of any Signification ; becaufe Foreigners are no way 
'bound, nor can they be foredofcdby any of our Determi- 
nations, 

* But thisis notalij Sir; our coming to fuch particular 
and perempcdry Refolutions, ig not only unneceflkry, but it 
would be huxtiPaJ, It wonld be pufhing the Thing a great 
deal too far ; becaufe it would^ in my Opinion j make a 
War unavoidable* Though every one of the Rights and 
Privileges the honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to 
mention, be fecured to us, either by the Law of Nations, 
or by falemn Treaties, or by both i yet we all know, that 
they arc now, and always have been, fo far difpnted, that 
the Court of Spain has never yet acknowledged them, in ex- 
plicit Terms, notwithiianding its having been brought often 
to a very low Pafs, In treating between fovereign and in- 
dependant Powers, there are certain Methods and Forms to 
be obfcfved, which are abfolotcly neceflary for bringing any 
Treaty of Peace, Commence, or Aliiajice, to a Condkofion* 
A fovereign Prince or State may often be prevailed on to 
acknowledge a Right or Privilege, or even to make fomc 
new Conccffions, by general Words, which may be equiva* 
lent to, and as effe^uiil as, the moft exprefs and particular 
DedAtadon ; and yet that Prince or State would perhaps en- 
^gc in, or continue the moll dangerous and dellrutttvc 
War I rather than make fnch an expxcfa and particular Dc* 
daration. For this Reafon it is urual and frequent in all 
Treaties, to make tjfe of general Words, in thofe C^fa 
where either of the controlling Parties think they cannot in 
Honour agree to acknowledge a Right, or make a Concer- 
iioD, in exprefs and particular Terms* 

* This, Sir, has often been the Cafe, particularly between 
Spain and us. I believe no Gentleman will doubt of our 
Ibght to the IHand of Jamaica. I believe no Britiih Subjc^ 
wifl fay, that it is not abfolutdy furrendered and fufiicieJitly 
fecured to us, by the Treaties now fub filling between the 
two Crowns ; and yet it is a Right which the Spaniards fliU 

* pretend codifpute. It is a Right which they have never yet 
acknowledged in exprefs and particular Terms. Even in the 
Year 1670, when they were fuing for a Peace, and for fome 
new Regulations in the Well-Indies, and fuing for it. Sir, 
io as humble a Manner as eirer ft Nation, not abfolutely re- 

ducedi 




( 212 ) 

A°«»"-oj- M- therefore, if, in the prefcnt Cafe, no pftrticular DireftloM 
' ' I be given them by this Houfe, I am afraid they will accept 
of fuch general Acknowleckments or Declarations, as wm 
make thofe Rights more dilutable and precarious than ever 
they were heretofore. I am far from thinking, that oar 
coming to particular Refolutions, or our obli^mg thofe who 
may be hereafter employed to negotiate for us, to infit 
upon having thoie Rights now in Difpute particularly ac« 
knowledged and confirmed, will make a War unavoidable; 
becaufe, I believe, if the Court of Spain be once fully con- 
vinced, that nothing lefs will fatisfy us, they will agree to 
fuch particular Acknowlegments, rather than come to aa 
open Rupture : But they will certainly wave and put off agree- 
ing to any fuch, as long as xhey think we will bear with it; 
becaufe, in the mean Time, they will every now and then 
be getting fomething by the Plunder of our Merchants ; and \ 
SIS our Miniilers have, I think, already allowed them to dal- 
ly with US too long upon this Head, I hope this Houfe will 
now interpofe, in order not only to convince the Spaniards^ 
that nothing will fatisfy this Nation, but a particular Ac- 
knowledgment of every Right they have taken upon them 
to difpute, and to convince the Miniftry that a Britifh Parlia- 
ments are better Negotiators than themfelves. 

* But fuppofcy Sir, that the Spaniards, by preluming upon 
our Weaknefe, Timidity, or bad Conduft, fliould abfolutely 
refufe to come to any particular Settlements with us ; will any 
Man fey, that for the Sake of avoiding a War, we ought ta 
accept of a Treaty or Convention, from which we can expeft 
no Satisfaction for pail Injuries, nor Security againll future? 
The Treaty of Seville may convince every Man, that we 
can expedt nothing from generalAcknowledgments, or general 
Promifes : From that Treaty, we were told, I believe I have 
an honourable Gentleman now in my Eye who affirmed it in 
this Houfe, that the Nation was to reap great Advantages ; but 
I know of no Man in the Kingdom, ^that has as yet found any 
Advantages from that Treaty, unlefs it be the CommiflTaries 
and their Attendants ; and if our Miniilers fhould now pro- 
cure, or accept of, fuch another Treaty, as that of Seville, I 
hope they will pardon me, if I think, that they will do a no- 
table Injury to their Country, inilead of doing it a Piece of 
good Service. I have as great a Regard as the Honourable 
Gentleman can have for eur Spanifh, Italian^ and Turkey 
Merchants ; but our fufFering our America Trade to be ruin*d, 
is not the vyray to proted them. T am afraid Sir, that, if we fhall 
lofe our American Trade, the Ballance of Trade to all other 
Countries will be very much againfl us ;. I wifh it is not fo 
now. 

There- 



* Therefore, fof tKe fike of our other Mcrchana trading to ^""^ 'J. ? 
the Mediteraneaii and Lcvajit, I think, ift'c ought to infill ilrcn* 
Vmufly upon the Prote^ioD of our Mercian ts, ;itid the Fi^om 
rf our Navigations in all Plarts of the World ; for if wc allow 
our Merchants lo be plundered, 2nd our Navigaiion InDeirupied 
in any one Part of the World, oar Fate will foon cotue to be 
the fame in every other Part of World ; and even in the Me- 
diterranean j a5 well as the American Seas, the Spaniards have 
<kf kte b^un to nuke more free with the Briti^ FUgj thjm 
ever they, or any other Nation^ durft do in Tim^ palt. Let 
no Gcndanan therefore prctciid, thai his Regard for our 
Merchants trading to one Part of the World, ought to prei'ail 
with htm to allow our Merchants trading to any other Part of 
of the World, to be plundered and abufed. 

* Sir, ic ii to our Trade and Navigation wc owe the Whole 
of oai Riches, Power, and Splendor. Before we had any Trade 
or Navigation, this Ifland was little better than a Defajt ; and 
if we (hould allow both to be deilroyed, it will be foon reduc- 
ed to its former Condition. The extenfive Trade and Na- 
vigation we now have, is not fo much owing to our Situation^ 
which has always been the fame, as to the great Gire wc 

1 hive taken in thefe latter Ages, that our Merchants and Sea- 
men fhould meet with Safety and Refped in all Parts of the 
Wof!d, Our great King Edward III- ibewed fuch a Regard 
for our Trade and Navigation, that upn a Cjomphint irom 
oiM Merchants, of their having been plundered b/ the Spa- 
nilli Pyra.tes or Guarda G>Ha's of thofe Days, he imnoediatcly 
fitted out a Fleet, and went in Perfon to revenge the Deprc- 
4tiflns that had been committed upon his Subje^s ; by 
which he reftored the Freedom of our Commerce, and added 
a Naval Triumph, to tl^e many Triumphs he had before ob- 
elised at Land, The Protedion of Trade and Navigation 
hu always been one of the chiefConcemsof all great Kings and 
all wife Nations. Even the Romans, who could never be faid 
lobe a trading People, Ihewed a great Regard for kf as ap- 
peals from tiie Reproof Cicero gave them in hii Days, for 
*" : ' S.'mg to fupprefs the Py rates, and to aflert the Honour of 

H 

' lii^ Wordj, Sir, ujKin that Occafion, are fo applicable to 
thii Nation at prefcnt^ that I Chall beg Leave to repeat them, 

* In advifing his Countrymen to fupport the Caufe of their 
injured Merchants^ in his Or:at]on ibr the Manili^n I^w» 
amojig many 01 her beaatifti] Exprefliom^ he makes ait 
of i'uc following t M^Qti$ ^ifirifapt^ Mercut^rihus^ tfr Nm- 

miuLstgnh^i jfrjuri§finj irsBmii^ hdkt geffermsiJ ^ari ^* 

dtUj hum Juhttandam 'iviisfit^ 9m»i fituii^ ad id Beiium tnoim* 
W, In qu^ Ghria Namimt 'Vfffiri^ ^aiui Soewmmt y^Sigaiia 
mjcimMf F&numtfk} h m nm Ckfhm^ximE^uhikadtfm^niur* 
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illji^ " — rifV.?/^ ff/, j/^ Wiuj fttlcherrimum fuit, iantam v$his k^til ! 
Gloriam reltncjuere^fic *vohis turpijpmum ftt^ iUud, quod accefifiii^ \ 
tueri ^ conjervare non pojfe. 

« Thcfe are Words, Sir^ which no true Englifhinan viR 
ever forget ; and I am forry to fay, that I think there is too ' 
jnuch Occufion for enforcing the Remembrance of them at ■ 
prefent. We have been negotiating and treating with Spain ■ 
for thefc twenty Years, about noSiing that I know of, on- " 
lefs it was about Rjepar^ition and Security for our Merchants \ 
and yet, during that whole Time, they have been plundering 
and abufing our Merchant*;, almoft without Intermiflion. 
If a Nation's being fubje6l to daily Infults and Injuries is not 
a Circumftance, that ought to make it peremptory in its De- 
mands, I am fure no Circumftance can. This has been our 
Cafe for many Years^ and will be our Cafe, till Spain 
be made to acknowledge, in the moft exprels and particular 
Terms, every one of thofe Rights they now pretend to 
difpute. Ought not this to make us peremptory in our De- 
mands ? Ought not it to have made us peremptory Jong ago? 

,1 Sir, if we had peremptorily infilled upon full SatisSc- 

tion and Reparation, for the very iirft Injury that was oflfbr- 
ed us, I may venture to affirm, we fhould never have been 
cxpofed to a fecond. Nay, if we confider that our Infults and 
Injuries, were infiifted without any Ceremony, we ought to 
have ufed as little Ceremonv in the rei^enging them; and to 
have taken Satisfaftion, witnout being at any great Pains tq 
demand it. Qut I hope $ir, that is not even yet too 
late. 

* This was what Oliver Cromwell did in a like Cafe, that 
happened during his Government, and in a Cafe where i 
more powerful Nation was concerned than ever Spain could 
pretend to. In the Iliftories of his Time we are told, that afli 
Englifli Merchant Ship was taken in the Chops of the Chan^ 
iiel, carried into 3t. Maloes, and there confifcatecl upon fome 
groundlefs Pretencp. 4^ ^oo" ^ the Mailer of the Ship, 
who, we are told, wa? an honeft Quaker, got home, he pre- 
fen ted a Petition to the Protestor in Council, fctting forth iiis 
Cafe, and praying for Redrefs.. Upon hearing jthe Petition, 
^he Proteftor told his CpttilCil, he would take that Affair 
upon himfelf, andor^effed the Man to attend him next Mom* 
3ng. He examined* him ftri6tly as to all the Circumftanccsof 
his Cafe, and'flncjing by his Anfwcrs that he was a plain, ho- 
jicfl: Man,' and that he had been concerned in no unlawful 
Trade, he asked him, If he could go to Paris with a Letter? 
The Man anfwered, he could. Well then, fays the Protec- 
tor, prepare fory our Journey, and come to me to-morrow 
Morning. Next Morning he gave him a Letter to Cardinal 
Mazarine,. and told him he muft Hay but three Days for aq 

* Anfwerl 
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, AsdwcT. The Anfwer I mean. Sir, fays he, k, the fuH Va* 
Im of^hal you might have made of your Ship and Cargo ; 
and tell the Cardinal, that if it is not paid you in three Days, 
yoii have exprefs Orden from me lo return home. The ho- 
Oeft, bluixt Quaker » we may fuppofe, tol lowed his Inllruc- 
tht\$ to a Tittle ; but the Cardinal, according to the Maimer 
[ of Mmiflers when they are any way prcffed, beg^n to ihuflfte ; 
f therefore the Quaker returned^ as he was bid- As foon as 
[the Protestor faw him^ he asked^ Well, Friend, have y<m 
I got your Money ? And upon the Man^s anfwering he had 
[ not, the Protcdor told him. Then leave your Direftion with 
I my Secretary I. and you fhall foon hear from me. Upon this 
Occtfion, thkt great M?iti did not ftay to negotiate^ or to ex- 
plain, hy long tedious McmoriaLs the Realon^blenefs of hii 
Demand. No, Sir, tho' there was a French Miniller refid- 
hg hcre» he did not fo much as acquaint him with the Sto- 
ly, but im mediately fent a Man of War or two to the Chan* 
kU v/Jth Orders to feize every French Ship they could 
meet with. Accordingly, they returned in a few Dap with 
two or three French Prizes ^ which the Protedor ordered to 
k immediately fold^ and out of the Produce, he paid the 
Quaker what he demanded for the Ship and Cargo : Then 
lie iem for the French Mmiller^ gave him an Account of 
what had happened, and told him there was a Balance, which 
rf be plcafed, iljouJd be paid in to him, to the end that he 
might deliver k to thofeofhis Countrymen, who where the 
Owners of the French Ships, that had been fo taken and 
iM. 

* This, Sir, was Oliver Cromwell's Manner of Negociating 5 
thli was the Method he took for obtaining Reparation : And 
tvhat was the Confequence ? It produced no War between 
the two Nations : No, Sir, it made the French Government 
terribly afntid of giving him the leaft Offence ; and while he 
lived, they took fpecial Care that no Injury fhould be done 
10 any Subjeftsof Great-Britam. This ibews, that Oliver 
Cromwell had a Genius and a Capacity for Government ; and 
however unjafty he acquired his Power, it is certain that this 
Nation was as much refpedlcd abroad, and flouriihed as much 
at home, under his Government, as it ever did under any 
Go\*ernment : But when a Nation has the Misfortune to have 
a Man fet at the Head of her Affairs, who knows nothing of 
Foreign, who knows nothing but the little low Detail of Of- 
ficcifc and h::s neither Capacity or Knowledge beyond what 
can qualify him for being a Clerk in the Treafury, or fome 
other ptiblick Office, it is then no wonder to fee that Nation 
ddpifcd and infulted abroad, aud diflktisBed, mutinous, and 
^itious at home. 
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* I wii. Sir, tiofe irho hzvc raw the Dircdioa of c 
Ncfods&rkx:^ ^broLd, woc^d znliine, if poffible, a litde c 
i;^ Spint 2jxi Cac:r«g^ of Olircr CromwdL He had i 
fOKCttiil a Panv to finigg^e with at home, as ever any f 
iki&tz hid ; bo: be n e rcr allowed the Danger he was in fi 
that Part}', u> deser him from vindicating, opon all Occi-I 
Ecni, lix Honour and Jnsereft of his Cbontry abroad. Hcii 
had too much good Scnie to minage in fuch a pafillanifflooi 1 
Manner; fcr ne knew that fuch Management would hiVB ^ 
incTcSed the Partjr againd him, and would have made diaa 
more daring, as utU as more numerous. If our pitfeot 
Negodators, or thofe who have the Dire^on of oar NegQ- 
ciacions, take Example by him, I am fure they will not ac- 
cept of. any general Acknowledgments or Promi(es; and 
therefore there can be no Danger in our agreeing to the 
particular Refolutions I have propofed. But I am afraid, 
Sir, they will not. I am afraid they will, for the Sake of 
patching up a Peace, accept of fuch Terms as will rather be 
a new Affront to the Nation, than an Atonement for the In* 
fults and Injuries we have fuffered. From the Refolati6n 
the honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to propofe, (for 
J deny it to be an Amendment to mine,, unle^ we judge of 
Refolutions or Motions, as we judge of Men of War,) we 
may fee what he thinks will be a fufncient Acknowledgment 
of the Rights now in Difpute between Spain and us : He 
has referved only what I may call one Beam, or one Plank, 
of what I propofed ; he has referved only the firft two or 
three Sentences, and this, he has told us, will, in his 0- 
pinion, be as (Irong a Vindication of all the Rights and 
i^iviicges, now in Difpute between Spain and us, as if 
every one of them had been particularly mentioned .1 confe6, 
Sir, the Words he propofes to referve, may be fome Sort of 
grnrrul Acknowledgment of the firft two Rights I propofed 
lo be rllablifhcd, by the Refolutions of this Houfe; but 
but how they can be called an Acknowledgment of 
ihr Jail two, I cannot comprehend The Words are, 

* That it is (he natural and undoubted Right of Britifh 

* SubjcCt.N, to fail with their Ships, on any Part of the Seas 

* ut Amrrlcj, to and from any Part of his Majefty*s Do- 

* iiiiiiuiiu^* For G Oil's Sake, Sir, how is it pofUble to ima- 
gine, ilut thele Worvls cm any Way relate to our Right of 
lulling La^wvKsi in the Bay of Campechey, or to our Right 
i>f \*.kilu*rii)^\S.;lt in the Itland 9f Tortugas ? It is iinpoflible 
to iuu^mc Mv fuch Thing; and therefore, if we agree to 
w h It he h.ts »> tfcrvxl, it may be lappofed, that vrc have left 
i^-.-v N^v.ociuu>rs at Liberty, to make a Sacrifice of thofe 
t\\v» \aUablc Rijjhts to their own Eaie and Securitj-. 

•Bat 
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* But with refpcft. Sir, even to the fir5 two Rights, whicK 
I propoied to be particjlarlv cilabliiheJ, what Securit}* om 
.ire have from fach a general Acknowledgment, more than 

ire have at prefent? SajH>ofe theleWor£, which arc, bj 
tkc honoursble Gendemin's Propofition, to be the only 
Words that relate to any of our Rights in America or elie- 
utee ; I fay. Sir, fcppofe thefe Words drcfled up in the 
Form of an Article in a future Treaty, they v^-ould then 
iand thus : * His Catholick Majelly acknowledges and de- 
^ dares, that it is the natunl and undoubted Right of the 

* Britiih Subjeds, to fail with their Ships on any Part of 

* the Seas of America, to and from any Part of his Bri« 

* tannick Majcfty's Dominions ' Now let us compare this 
new Security for the Freedom of our Commerce, with that 
which wc have already, by Treaties now fubfifting beh^-een 
the two Crowns. By the 15th Article of the Treaty of 
1670, it is exprefly declared, * That the Freedom of Com- 

* merce fliall nof be interrupted by no Manner of Means, 

* nor under any Pretence of Preheminence^ight,or Signiory, 

* which either Party daims in the Weft Indies, or in any 

* Part of America.' And by the 6th Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, it is exprefly declared, * That as the Subjcfts 

* of their Majefties are to enjoy on both Sides an entire, 

* (ecore, and unmolefted Ufe and Liberty of Navigation 
' and Commerce, as long as the Pence and Friendfhip, en- 

* tered into by their Majefties, and their Crowns, fhall con- 
' tinue ; fo likewife their Majefties have provided, that the 

* faid Subjeds fhall not be deprived of that Security, for any 

* little Difference which may poffibly arife ; but that they 
' Ihall, on the contrary, enjoy all the Benefits of Peace, until 
' War be declared between the two Crowns.' From this 
Comparifon, can any Mnn fay, that this new Security, 
which is all the honourable Gentleman feems to propofe for 
OS, will be any Way more extenfive, or more explicit, or 
more efledbual, than the Security we have already ? Can 
this Houfe then propofe, that the Nation (hould now content 
itfelf with a Renewal only of that Security, which by dear- 
bought Experience, we have found to be no Security at all. 

' Sir, I infift upon it, that fuch a general Acknowledg- 
ment or Declaration, would be fo far from being a Secu- 
rity, that it would be nothing like a Determination of the 
principal Affair now in Dilpute between Spain and us. 
His Catholick Majefty never pretended, that Britiih 
Subje6b have not a Right to fail with their Ships on 
any Part of the open Seas of America; nor do we pre- 
tend, that we have a Right to fail to and traffick in the 
Ports, Havens^ or Places poflcffed Ijy the Spaniards 

in 



crfe: » -: : :!:■,< g yfrmrr u.7 ^' air 5k:5s J£ts bees. UiUaf. 
e> aaci sfcx^ wa ois io li e cj fn Aa&encz, ae kosa 
Jts^'ji tzjssz ladisArcL cizr Sdqp saiceopeB Ses; aaA 
sur, :r zpx, iaea, 2 Searci fc be s:c3f, ca: daer ^Te of 
et zzM G:cifa ca Baud, -avaudt be sits ob oe ftxzid ao 
« jer* cc: ;:i is DoBLZxm. ci cnac Rut ct dae Worid, it ii 
2 riZ P-ajc' a-ir acr hare sen currfz^ oa zn uiidt Tnk 
wizA A3 S^be^. ud ZZ3LZ ztxreSxc be ias z BS^t id iae 
azid cori'hirr zht Slip lod Cu^qc On the coatnrT, ve 
ccrrfad, acd «::2l jurxr cocssd, ihatt be ius no Right to 
iearai asj Brid:iL Soxp oa t=c cpea Seas, cxdicr in Amrria 
or elfiewbere ; bet d^u is sU Ci£a, and in aH Seas, if a 
Spaniih Ship cf War, cr Gcarca Ccia, nxcts a Bricifii Sh^ 
at Sea, the Srwnith Ship is br ce i^xh Article of the Tratj 
of 1667, ' ncc to coaie wi'Jbln Clcdoc Shot of die Britiih 
' Ship, biit fLail feed their loi^ Boot or Pinnace to the 

* Britifh Ship, with only two or three BIcn on board, to 

* whom the Mailer or Owner ihall fhew his Pafl^MUU and 
' Sea-Letten, whereby cot only die Ship's Lading, bat the 
^ Place to which ihe beloi^, and as well Mafier and 
' OwDer*s Name, ss the Name of the Ship, may appears 
' by which means the Quality of the Ship, and her Mafter ot 
' Owner ; will be fnfficiently known, as alio the Conmio- 
' dities (he carries, whether they be contraband or not, to 
^ the which PafTports and Sea-Letters intire Faith and 

* Credit fhall be given.' • 

* And fuppofing, Sir, it fhould appear, by the Britiih Ship's 
Paflports and Sea Letters, that ihe is failing to or from any 
Spaniih Port, and has prohibited Goods on Board ; by the 
15th Article of the fame Treaty, * Tbofe prohibited Goods 

* only are to be feized or confifcated, and not the other 
< Goods; neither ihall the Delinquent incur any other Pu- 
^ niihment, except he carry out from the Dominions o£ 

* Spain any Gold or Silver, wrought or unwrought.' Or, 
fuppofing it ihould appear by the Britifh Ship's PaiTports 
and Sea-Letters, that ihe is bound to a Port belonging to 
fome Power, then at War with the King of Spain,and has con- 
contrand Goods; by the 2^d Article of the fame Treaty, 

* Such Goods only ihall be taken out arid confifcated $ but 

* for this Reafon the Ship, and the other free and allowed 

* Q)mmodities, which fhall be found therein, fhall in no 
' wife be either feized or confifcated.' 

• I muft obfcrve. Sir, that this Treaty of 1667, was a 
general Treaty, which comprehended America as well as 
tvery other Part of the World ; therefore the Methods 
thcroby cftabliihed, for vifitiDg our Ships at Sea, ought to 

bcf 
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f obfcti^ed In the American Seas, a^ well as tht M«?difcf- 
Bay of Bifciy, or any other open Sea ; and J mull 
vife obfcrvc, that tho' by this Treaty v/t gQt no Pcr- 
Eon to trade with the Spanifli Plantations in AmhuC2L of 
t Wcii Indies, yet we did not, by that Treaty , Liy otir- 
Ives under any exprefs ObHgation not co trade with them ; 
fc did not by ourfelves under any fuch Obligation, till 
; Year 1670 ; fo that the Spaniards ha^^^e no Right either 
fearch or fdze ourShipSj but what they have by the 
iw of N^itions, or what they got by the Tteaty of 1670* 
the Law of Nations^ ihey liavc no Right to iearch ot 
'feiKe any Ship, unlefs ihe be found within feme Part of 
their Dominions ; therefore they have no Right to fearch of 
fcm any of our Ships^ upon any Part of the open Seas of 
America. And by the Treaty of 1670, we obliged onr* 
khts only not to navigate or trafilck in the Havens and 
fkt£% that are in the FoiTeffion of the Catholick King in the 
WelMndies i therefore, as the open Seas of America are 
mt, a» we can never allow them, or any Part of them, to 
be in ius Poffeilion, he can have no Right, by that Treaty^ 
tD fearch, much tefs to feize^ any of our Ships, chat are 
Ming upon the open Seas of America. 

« On the contrar>'. Sir, by the Articia of the Treaty of 

1G67, the Spantib Men of War and Gaarda G>fta's are ex- 

prefly, and very particularly, obliged not to come within 

Cinnon Shot of any Brititli 5hip failing upon the open Seas | 

aiKl if thty have a Mind to vifit or fee the Paflports or Sea- 

Itntn of any fuck Ship, they arc exprefly obliged not t& 

fend above two or three Men on Board for tnat Purpofe j and 

to EJiofe Paflports and Sea Letters they are exprcfly obliged tq 

mjftt entire Faith and Credit i which lall Words cut off 

Hfcry Pretence, they can have, for making a Search 1 and 

H^ the very Nature of the Thir^g, they can feiic no Goods, 

^pn of thofe chat arc mentioned in the Bilk of Lading, 

^■Icf^ the Ship be bound to or from ibnie Port of Spain, or 

Kfomc Port belonging to the King of Spain's declared Ene- 

mith ; beeaafc ihe can have no Goods on Board that can| 

' the Sp;iniardf, be called prahibitedi unlefs {he be bound to 

from ibme of their Ports j and flie can have no contraband 

js on Iksardt unlefe She be boand to a Port poflcfTed by 

tir Enemies* Nayj even in thefe two Cafes, they cannot 

jtcnd to make Prixe of Ship and Cargo : They can feize and 

pfifciteonjy thotcGoods, which are prohibited or contraband. 

From what I have faid. Sir, the Injuftice of the King of 

liin^s Frctcnlions muH evidently appear. It muft appear 

f that he has no Right to fearch any of our Ships fail- 

I the open Seas of America ; and much lefi has he 4 

fiTto limit and prefcribe, whit Sort of Goods they (bmll 

Ky from ofte Part ^f the Brlulh DominiooSj to aaoititt of 
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AnfiotiOiM.ii to deteriinine, that their carrying anyone Sort of 
^^^^ ' fliali be a Proof of their having been carrying on an il 
Trade with his Subjeflts in America. Thefe are Ufurpa 
lately fet up in direft Oppofition to the Law of Naticms, 
notwithftanding the general Aclaiowledgment of a free C 
merce and Narigation, fo often and fo folemnly repeated, 
the Treaties now fubfifting between us ; and thefe. Sir, 
Ufurpations which they have fet up, under the falfe 
frivolous Pretence, that fuch Practices are not inconfi 
with the Freedom of Commerce or Navigation, and there-'] 
fore not contrary to the general Acknowledgments abd Bc^ 
clarations contained in thofe Treaties. Does not this ihen^, 
Sir, that a general Acknowledgment of our Right to (ail 
any Part of the Seas of America, will not determine the 
Queilion in Difpute between us ? Does not it ihew, that 
fuch a general Acknowledgment will leave us as much liable i 
to InfUlts and Depredations, after it is obtained, as we have 
been for thefe twenty Years paft^ Therefore, wc oughts we 
muft infift upon having thefe Ufurpations given up and paff- 
ed from, in the mod particular, exprefs, and ej^licite Terms; ; 
otherwife we muft give up our Trade and our Plantations, not *. 
only in the Iflands, but alfb upon the Continent of America j 
and if We are fo cowardly as to give up fuch a valuable Braxkch 
of our Commerce^ I will foretcl, that we muft ibon give np, 
not only our Turkey, Italian, and Spanifh Trade, but alio 
our Trade to Portugal and the CoaHs of Africa; for the fame 
Pretences may be fet up for fearching and feizing our Ships 
in the Mediterranean, Bay of Bafcay, and African Seas, as 
are now fet up for fearching our Ships in the open Seas of 
America : Nay, I am convinced, Spain, or fome other of 
our Neighbours, will foon fet up the fame Pretences for 
ruining our Trade in the Eaft-Indies. 

* I have been the more particular. Sir, upon this Sub- 
jcft, and have taken up mere of your Time, than I would 
otherwife have done, becaufe I have Reafon to fufpeft, that 
the honourable Gentleman who made you the (econd Pro- 
pofition, which I find he has a Mind fhould j»fs as an A- 
mendment to mine, in order to avoid putting the Queflion 
upon what I took the Liberty to propofe ; I fay. Sir, I have 
Reafon to fufpeft, that he may have fome Hand in diredb'ng 
our future Negociations with Spain ; and as, by what he has 
been pleafed to propofe, he feems not to be fo zealous in the 
Defence'of the Rights and Privileges of this Nation, as, I 
think, he ought, I hope this Houfe will come to the Refo- 
lutions I have propofcd, in order to prevent, as much as 
poflible, the EfFeft his Counfels niay have upon our future 
Kegociations with the Court of Spain ; for if we arc fo 
good-Aattired, and fo pacifick^ as to continue oor Ne* 

goclationy 
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_ r, I believe, xnoJI GeatlcmeH 

hczf me will admil, ihat thty ouglxt to be carried oci 

L more Vigour, ASid in « more peremptory Manner tlian 

/ ha^irc been for many Yean paA; and diat whatever 

lay be tbc Refult of lib Day's Debate, our Ncgocmon, 

tleail, ought to inhik <ipon pimcular Explaiiationj and ex- 

" Dec I :in:,ti cms, with refpeft to every JAaI^t of Rigkt 

F in Diipsite : bur mofc efpeclally with rrfpedi: to ihit 

(It the Spaniards have lately ufiuped, of fearchlag o«jr 

^ » upon the open Seas, 

for tkij Region, Sir, among many other?, if the Quef- 
to be pat upon the Amendment propoied, 1 Iiopc 
ulemen will difagree to it, in order that we may come at 
; the Quellion upon the fcveral Rciblotions, I h;ive 
le Liberty to Jay before yon/ 
he Right honourable Sir Robert Walpole likewifc 
iood upa^in^ and fpoke la Subilance as foll&ws, viz. 
Sir, 

I wifti, that Gendcmen, in their debating npon the Af- 
hlf now before us, would take care to keep to the Point 
, leaJly in Difpnte ; for by fo doing, 1 am i'CiTe they would 
very much fliorten the Debate, In what I took the Liberty 
. to trouble you with upon this Subject, I am certain, I did 
[ lot drop the leaB; Word^ that could intimate fo much as a 
Doubt about any of the Rights or Privileges, which the 
Co art of Spaia now pretends to con tell with ua. So far o- 
therwife, I expreily declared that 1 agreed with every thing 
' the honourable Gentleman had faid in Support of them ; and 
I aim ftiU convinced, that no Gentleman, cither within or 
without Doors, wUl fo much as infinuate, that our Title to 
' any one of thofe Rights and Privileges, is in the bail doubt- 
ful I therefore I mull think, that whatever the honourable 
I Gentleman has fitice been pleafed to add, whatever may 
[ kcrcaftcr be faid, in Support of any of thofe Righti or Pri- 
vileges, or for explaining or demonftrating the Jultice of our 
. Title to all, or any one ot them, i^J a Sort of fighting with 
[ihe Wind: It is arguing without an Oppooent ; and confe- 
ijuently, I muft beg leave to fay, that I think it is taking 
lip a great deal of your Time to no Pnrpofe. 

The only Queilion in Difpuse among us. Sir, is, Whc* 
her we ought now to come to a particular Refolution, upon 
Kcvcry parucular Rrght or Privilege, which the Court of Spain 
pretends to contcft with us ; or, if we o Light only to come 
to one general Refolution, which may virtually include then% 
all, and fo leave it intirely to his MajeAy, and tLofe cm- 
ployed by him, lo obtain fuch farther Explanatioiis, itnd 
fu^h particular Acknowledgments, as Uie prefcnt or future 
E e 2 Circum- 
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Clrctimftanccs of Aftairs inay make proper for htmWi 
on ,^ This^ Sir, is the only Pdnt now in Difpute 
lis; and therefore, withotic taking notice of what tk 
tiourahle Gentleman ha? now been pleated to add to 
he formerly f aid, for explaining and enforcing the Jufijoe' 
our Title to thofe Rights and Privileges, which iH " 
niards have lately taken upon chem to con tell, 1 fhall 
add a few Words for enforcing what I have Lid bete, 
favour of the general Rcrointion I propofed, and ihca 1 
ende^vo«rp3 anfwcr the few Arguments ih^t hive 
made ufe of, for fhewin|; that we ocight to come to pariv 
RefoIuti4in^s upon eyery partictibr Right or Privilege, 
Contefled by Spain, 

* The honourable Gentleman has told tjs^ that eoe 
our Ncgociators ought to infill |>oritively and peretnpj 
iipoR particnlar Explanations a^d exprefi Acknowledgo 
^ith rcfpeft to every particular Right or Prjvile^ btdy 
teiled* but that this tlouie ought rinw to come to fuch 
folutions as may make it abfobtely neceOary for them 
fill upon fuch. I wifh, Sir, with all my Hearty I 
every honeH Subjeft of Great Britam wifhes, that it w 
our Power to give Law:3 lo every Potentate ia Em 
prefcribe to them how they fhould behavcj in 
not only to us, but to one another. But this is at 
impolTible; and even though we had a Probability of Si 
, in any fuch Attempt, I do not think it would be pn * 
us to attempt making ufe of our Power in a Mantier 
fitiVe and haughty, left by fo doing we flro^ld pi 
other Powers of Europe to finite logether^ in order 
the Power of this Nation, and to make us fubmit to 
Laws as tlicy mtght be plea fed to prefcribe to us, iafti 
our prefcribing to all or any of them. For,dii^ Reafon, 
in all our Ncgociatiom, we miitt have a Regard to Pl... 
ai well as to what we think Juflioe, and Wc muft cake are, 
in the Demands we m^ke upon any one of our Ndi 
not to infift fo pofitively and fo haughtily, even u' 
Tcrmr wt may thJnk reafotiablcj as to excite the 
of the refl. In Concerts between Nations^ it h the 
in Contcfts between private Men : Each Party thinks 
fel fright; and as there is no Judge or Judicature, that 
Right to determine finally in thofe Contefts, that ha: 
between two independant Nations, both otSght to 
the Sentiments of their Neighboors, and both ought 
Dem:inds, or extend their Compliances, according^ 
Opinion, i*hich they find prevails generally nmoft^ 
moft impartial Neighbours. This may often be a %ci 
for a Nation's accepting of general Declaratiotis, .„ _ 
where particiilai' ExplanationFj and expreis Conceflioiis,woul«' 
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/Hem or Politicks in Europe may be, 
, to determine : I do not believe any 
Houfe can. It is a Syftem that 
feiumour of fo many Courts, and up- 
^fits at every one of thefc Courts, that it 
*tid changing every Day* Therefore it is 
_ munJcate it to this Houfe ;^or can we, if 
tnmunicated, in common Prudence^ allow it 
.Tat IrjEucnc^on our Reiblutions. It may be 
I luch a State, as might make it prudent in us to 
he Opportunity, in order to have all Matters in 
S?een is pain and us fettled and determined, in the 
hr and expllcite Manner; and yet, before we 
y take Advantage of the Opportunity, which 
icm of Politicks bad fomiihed us with, it might 
p hanged to our Difad vintage, as would make it 
us to lower our Creft, and accept of any Ex- 
putting off our being obliged to come to an 
pe with Spain, at ftich an unfeafonable Jundure. 
ir, fhcvvs the Wifdom and the Excellence of our 
, which has iru^ed intirely to the Crown, the 
king Peace and War i and at the fame Time it 
nprtident it would be in us to encroach lapon that 
by laying the CmwQ under a NecelEty to make 



. . . ^>A-"-ai j*e, Z'cwTiT: psr^erxe die Catf 

'..' .M.-.:-r* rzlLzLzg to Fcac* zzd Wai^ r^, 
.. . :..:r-^ L..: .i :=c^tr, are liable to ib ounf '^ 
- ^.:, .... ■- ."-iC- .'^i=. iad ULooked-for Alirratioin 
.. r.:..::.^ : *: l ir^'^ ?sr:c=, cr in Ailciiib])- urn i* cofi- 
.. .1/. :--:!.': if. g, c:;.- bt exidly informed of rrcrr lacidat 
. .: ..c:-:-, ■:.- c-r. --~.vc fich a thorough KDOwiecgr of fe- 
.. :-. \Jl::., zz-jj \x ab;c to forcfcc tuc i^cky or zht croft 
. .'-=:.•. :.-■.: .T**y probably occ^r, lb as to liie anisuncdi- 
_:- A-/tr.:igc jf :he former, or fo as to take fach Metfoml 
Tr.i.y ^:cver: tiis cangeroui Ccnfeqiicncc* of tike lattedl 
rhertfors, -ALilc o-r h'::,p^y Conftitation remains indit^ I 
...lie the Pirli-Liaen: meets but once a Year, and does not 
c';.'i::r*-e aiife—.b'ed above three or four Months in thct*-clv«^ 
i: b :apo£bIe for either Houfe of Parliament to inrermeddlei 
Li jch kib to prefcribc to the Crown, in any Afrairs relating 
to Peace or War, without expoiing the Nation to immioent 
Danger. 

* 1 Ihall grant. Sir, that after the Rights of a Nation have 
been contefied and invaded, or after an unjuil Claim has beeo 
actuiliy fet np, there is a greater Occaiion for particular Ex* 
planations, anid exprefs ConceiTions, than there was before ; 
but Nations muft chufe proper Times and Seafons for inM- 
injeven upon that, which they are moH juiUy intitled to; 
and wiiethcr the prefent be a proper Time for our inMing, 
in a peremptory Manner, upon the utmofl we are intitled to, 
with refped: to Spain, is a ConfiderationwhichthisHoufe can- 
not pretend to be a competent Judge of ; becaufe no Man can 
judge in fuch a Cafe, without knowing thoroughly the Cir- 
cumllances and Complexions of all the Courts in Europe, 
which is a Knowledge no Man caji pretend to, without hav- 
ing prcvioufly been made fully acquainted with all the Secrets 
of the Cabinet ; and I am fure, no Man who wifheswcllto 
bis Country, would defire, or can expeft, that his Majefly 
ihould communicate all the Secrets of his Cabinet to fuch a 
numerous Aficmbly. Nay, if he ihould, it would not ena- 
ble us to determine what might be proper to be done a 
Month hence ; for that very Communication might probably 
occafion a thorough Change in the Face of Affairs all over 
liuropc ; which Change might make thofe Meafures dcftruc- 
tive ro the Nation, which at prefent may be juftly thought 
the moll falutary and prudent. In my Opinion, there- 
fore, the bcft Thing wc can do upon the prefent Occa- 
fion, b, to come to fome general Refolution, in order to 
Ihcw the Refentment of the Nation againfl: the Infults 
and Injuries we have met with, and to leave it entirely to 
his Majefty's Care and Wifdom, to get fvich Satisfac- 
tion, and to get our particular Rights as fully acknowledged 
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P^ixe and future Circomflances will perm It I fcop, 
Sl^, that fuch an Opportunity will faon prefect j but if it 
hould not, and if the Spaniards fhouid prove more 
Ic^Minate than wt have Reafon to expeft, his Majefty 
[will, no doubt, mke the iirJl proper Opportunity for oom- 
I felling them to do, what in Juliice they ought. Our com* 
I big to a general Refolution can no way oblige his Majeity 
1 to acceflt of general Acknowledgments, if he iinds that he 
can, either by fair or foul Mean?, obtain i^rticular and ex- 
prefs ConccCRoTi? ; bat otir coming to particular and explicit 
Rcroktion5, will render it impoffible for his Majefty, either 
topropofe or accept of general Acknowledgments, even cho* 
be ihould then be convinced^ that the Nation could not 
! to an immediate Rupture, with any Profpcft of Ad- 
SgCi lb that our coming to a general Refolnti on cannot 
ftoffibly be attended with any had Confequence, whereas oat 
coming to particular Refoiutions, binds itp his Majefly*s 
lids, and may forct? the Nation into a War at a very un- 
able Juncture^ which of coarfc may be attended with 
de mpH fatal Confequences. 

* 1 ihal! likewife admit. Sir, that the firftftirt of the Refo- 
lution offered by the honourable Gentleman, which I propofe 
ftould Hand Part of the Refoluttoti of this Houfe, does not 
Coojprchend the Rights or Privileges we hav^e to cut Log- 
wood in the Bay of Campechey, and to gather Salt in the 
Maiid of Tortugas ; but as our Qaim to both has never yet 
been prefcribed, the DIfturbancc we have met with in the 
Ejcercife of thefe two Rights, will I think, be fufficicntly 
Comprehend ed under tlie iol lowing Words, in the Rdblution 
or Amendment 1 have propofed, by which we are to declare, 

* That before and ftnce the Execution of the Treaty of 

* Seville^ and the Declaration made by the Crown of Spain* 

* plirfcant thereunto^ for the Satisfaction and Security of 

* the Commerce of Great- Eritn in, many unjuft Scj7.ures and 

* Oiptnres have been made, and great Depredations com- 
' mitted, by the Spaniards.' For all the Britilh Ships that 
have been (eized and confifcated, for cutting Logwood m 
the Bay of Campechey, or for gathering Salt in the IflanEi 
ofTortugaSj ought to be reckoned amojag tliofe unjuft Sei- 
gures and Captures, which we complain o£ But if in the 
Courfe of a future rnquiry^ our Rights to both thefe Privi- 
leges arc thought proper to be particularly afccrtained , thb 
general Refolmion never csn preclude his Majefty from in- 
filling upon a particular A cknowlcdgmcin, if iheQrcamftaii- 
ces of AS^irs will permit- 

^m * The freedom of our Commerce and Navigation^ Sir, h 
^H tlte principal Affair in Difpute between the two Nations, and 
^Blliat #hicis^ in on? Rcfbluti^n, we ought to fltcw the ^eatelt 
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w- Regani to. ^ For this Rcafon^ I propofcd kee^ping in i 
Part of the Honourable Gentleman^s Propofition ; ani 
think, the Words I liave propofed to be kept in, wiHl 
2 fiiffident Vindication of our Right to a free Commertti 
I^^avjgation in the open Seas of America, without addififfl 
Expknations. Hb Majefty may ncverthelcis, if bcfi| 
it proper j infiil upon Explanstions ; but I do not ihii^k i 
ihould, by our Reiblution, fo limit hisMajerty, that J 
jjot hereafter agree to any Treaty, without fuch Explal 
becaufe, if the Spiniards fhould make Satiifa^ion wn 
what lujurks they have done, and agreej even in 
Teims, to a Re new J of ail the Treaties now fuj 
between the two CrownSj we ought to accept of it 
than engage in a War; cfpecially if it appearsi chat i 
gree kq fuch a new Treaty with a real Defign to obier\'c it ; 
for if we Qiould afterwards find ourfelves deceived ; if they 
ihould begin to play the fame Game over again* we m:tr, 
jnall Probability find a more favourable Opportuni£\' 
the prelent J for pnnifhing their Breach of Faith, and c 
ing the Obferxfance of Ire^ties* 

* For my own Part^ Sir, I do not pretend to know any Se- 
crets about the prefent Circum fiances of Affairs in Europe s I 
do not pretend to kjiow what Allies Spain mav cxpett^ of 
what A£iftance we have to depend on, in Cafe of a War be- 
tween the two Nations i but from what is publick and wtll 
known, I think every Gentleman ought to concludei if the 
Spaniards had not private Encouragement from Powers ■■'^^- 
confiderable than themfelves, theywould never have ve: 
lapon thofe Infuh?, and Injuricij, that have been prove^a ii 
your Bar. Befides, Sir, the, prefent Circumllances of Al&iri 
in Eui^pc, are none of the moil favourable for this Naim 
and many Accidents may occur, w^hich may render th 
much morr favourable^ ti>an they are at prefent ; ihercfoi 
however much fome Gentlemen may rake upon them to sU 
culc the Tedioufaefs of our Negociations, I think h is mil 
more prudent to protract and draw them out to a Leafl 
than to run the Nation heidlong into an unequal Wa 
give up any of our Righti and Privileges by a 
tate Treaty. 

* I am indeed furprized. Sir, to hear It inilnuated, tk 
hecaufe lam not for fuch particular Refolutions* as I tliii£^ 
may force the Nation into an unneceffary or ynleafoi 
War, therefore 1 do not think the Matters now in Difp 
between Spain and us, worth the Care of a Britiih Farll 
ment. Sir^ T think every one of them greatly defeivfii 
Care of every Branch of our Legiflature ; but* I thinki 
ihould not mte an improper Opportunity^ or improper 
thodf^ for Ihewing that Care» we fii^uld npti like an ' 
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Mother, (Sfflroy our Child, by ukmg imprudent or 

»hie Methods for prefcrving it. WJuJe the Difpute 

i in the Shape of 2 Negocbtion, the only proper 

vf wc can taJec for Ihcwing our Care, is, by geceral Re- 

ioui and AddrcfTes, to aiEire his Majefly, that we will 

an Jiim in whatever Meafures he may think proper ^ for 

; the Righw and Privilegca of the Nation ; andaft«f 

> M^^i^ has declared to us, thai ht Imds he can vindicate 

ofc Rights and Privileges no other Way bat by Force of 

which certainly he will not do, till he finds he can 

■ in a War, ai Icafl; upon an equal Footing, if not witii 

J dian probable View of Succcis, we are then to Ihew 

IW Care and Concero for the Rights and Privilege* of our 

1 Coaotry, by enabling his Ma jelly to vindicate thejn^ with 

tJiat Vigour which ijecomes ftich vl povverful Nation. 

* I hope. Sir, I am as zealous m tke Defence of the 
^ghts and Privjlegea of my Country, as any Man in the 
ICitigdom ; bat I ihall never allow my Zeal to carry me be- 
pnd the Bounds of Prudence and Difcretion. I Jhall never 
lifeft Fopukrity fq much, as to be gaidfd by thofe popular 
Prejudices, whichi I think, if indulged and followed * might 
infelve the Nation into great, periiaps inf'iperable Diifi cul- 
lies. Such a Condudr I ill all always look on as imprudent in 
the Aathors, as well as pcrnicioui to the Nation ; for if, up* 
ofi the preient Occa^on, or :\ny fuch Occaiion, we fhould 
anmeccilaTily hurry the Nation into a War, and the Evcnc 
fljOLiid not anfwcr the People's Expe(5tations, I know who 
would be blamed, I know who would be the fir ii 10 move 
' hr an Enquiry into the Gondut^ of thoie who had allowed 
the Nation to be Jed into a War, which it could not profe- 
jcuae witb Advama.ge ; and as we cannot judge, whether, 
[lipan the prefentOccafion^ the Circumilances of Europe are 
I as may enable or permit es to pro ft cute a War igainft 
I witk Advantage^ therefore I niuft be againll our com- 
jog to fucfe Refolutions as will, in my Opinion, make ^ 
War vvieh Spain, not only unavoidable, but imminent. 
Walter Flamer Ef^; fpokc to this Eftefl, viz. 

Sir, 

* The Refolitions propofed by my honourable Friend Wsdtw PlameT l% 
€Vcr the Way, were lo very reafonable in themfelves, and 
fo becoming the Dignity of tiii^ Houfe to Infiil upon, that 
1 dare fay they woidd have met with no OppofitiDn, had it 
IH>C been for what was faid by the honourable Gentleman, 
wiio fpoke ImH^ amd who of&red to amend the honourable 
Gentleman*? Rcfclutions with undcrftaading them ; at leaft 
J will venture to fay that he ieems to miflake the Point in 
Qge^on* This J Sir, we fhall be fully fenfible of^ if we 
C0n£der the AlEur now before us » and how ic came before u$ : 
Vgi..V. Ff T^e 




^ Toe Afer ivr nncr vsr ConuasaziziL vx imiugki bdbic 
s i*^ ^suiraxs iiiuL xmr unarsc anc puiaaBc£ Wje£ Iiiait *' 

V p it B il l - 1 1 ^ T ll ^Tf 5i^ 

tarn inrr. Hcaef hi 

110V a c air g s X, acsse. Tiia: -gg -frAT! aa, cr viae we 
SST Be icde 19 sc far AdwtcJAg HgnTaPri^ Pzzfcr cf 
tocr^cxxmsr htr 3k ?e3=cBC3 isie ^ SlDt prafted 
ticar ASe^ccoB, i»I3k ^spasn^ Sarrsm of jJaaAcioy 
lias ii(x ica tbcK. :xai 10 QoeikB oa be aade 
sbooc OK Tnuk of wxc iiri istt iks. sank. 

QbcIdoc, k icBBs SI be taeQpcakn of ttis Eiode, dot 
fjbe owjTiuBg w cas 00 ai pur ii aye, lar procBsn^ tfaca 
acj Raatcr at Rrlid^ s» to aaoae 20 ibcae ScfclaboBSy re- 
hayg ID tBe Rig^ aar sre fupcr.''.fi^ and t^ lajorics dot 
kare beea ckiae to onr MerdoaEs. Mr booocmbk Fneai 
orer tbe Waj Jsas propoiiEd a Set of paxdcahr RciblotioBS, 
wbidb, I xhhiky out in aS pnifaabOitT prodacs iboie Effisft ; 
and cfae lioDocmble Gmtlrmin near him bas propofed a 
mtenl ReicMiidao, wbidi, from Expcnesne we know, moft 
be altogetber iDe^sdtoai; ib diattLe real Qoeftiaa now in 
Difpote is, Wbether we (hall cooe to focb Rdbbidens as 
mzy probably be efitdaal, for procoring that Remedy and 
Rdiefwhich the Peddooen pray for ; or if we iball come to 
aRdblationy which, if we juc^ by Ezperienoe, we moft 
conclude to be inefiedoaL It is now ten Yean finoe the 
iame Sort of Complaint was made to as; and we then cune 
to fuch a general Refblation as the honooiable Gentleman 
has, by his Amendment, propofed : It is eight Years fince a 
iecond Complaint of the fame Nature was made to us, and 
we again came to the (ame Sort of general Refblution : Thefe 
ffcneral Refolutions have been fo far from procuring any 
Relief for thofe who had then fuffercd, that many Infultt 
have been iince put upon the Nation, and many new Depie- 
dations committed; therefore, from repeated Experience 
we muil conclude, that fuch a general Refolution will never 
prove effediual for putting an End to the prefent) or obtainii^ 
Satiifa£tion for the pail Sufferings of our Merchants. Sh^ 
we then, upon this third Application, amufe the unhappy 
Sufferers with fuch a Refolution as, we know, can have bo 
KfFea: ? Shall we tell all the World that we dare come to 
no Refolutions, but fuch as they know can procure them 
neither Reparation nor Security ? What E£Fe6t, Sir, might 
that liave upon our Planters and Merchants ? Might it not 
render them defperate ? And yet this is the QgcSlon^ and 
-r the 
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tie only QucHion now before us ; and to fach a Qiieftion I ^nao n c«, n* 
II be proud of giving a Negative. 
Sir, 13 port the prefent Occafion. I couM wifti it were in ^1- 
noft the Power of this Houfc,to ad m well as refnlve. I con Id 
ilmoil wiih it were lu our Power iq fend out Squadrons and 
I Armfe, and to give foch Orders and Inllruflions to thofe 
Squadrons and Armies, as might be worthy of the Britilk 
Nation, and fufficient for enabling them to revenge the In- 
juries their Country has received. This, *m true, is not in 
our Power, bat furcly we n^ay, and, I think, we ought lo 
^ tome to fuch Refolations, as may give our Merchants snd 
I Seamen fome Hopes of meeting at lail with Reparation for 
what is pafTed, and Security in Time to come. For this 
' Pttrpofc we muil come to Refolutioni, ftrongcr and more 
forticiilar than any of thofe we have yet come to : If we do 
aotfWe mail expc^, that our Pianters, Merchants, and Seamen, 
will give over having any further Concern in Trade, or fly to 
foreign Countries for that Proie£lion,wJHdi they fee they can no 
loB|er hope for in their own. The p?srtij;ular Refolutions 
which my honourable Friend was fo good as to move for, 
may have Ibme Ffte^: 7'hey will adminilier to our Fellow 
Subjects the Com tort at lea ft of looping for Redrefs ; and 
ihif may perhaps convince Foreigners chat this Nation is 
jjot now in a Humour to wait another lo Years, for that 
JuAice and Sati^fa^lioOi which we ought to have had lo 
j Years ago ; wherea^j if we fliould now come to no other 
' Kefolotion^ but fuch a general one as we have twice already 
\ tome to without any Effe£l, our own People will defpair of 
I eve: meeting with Redrefs ; and I can fee no Reafon why 
we Ihould expcd it will now have a greater Effcd upon 
the Condu^ of Spain, than it had S or lo Year^ ago. 

We have been told, Sir, that fuch particular Refolu- 
Jtions as were at fir ft propofcd, will pm it out of the Power 
I ©f hb Majelly's Miniilers, to advife him to accept of ge^ 
rneral Acknowledgments or Declarations in any future Treaty, 
Hid may confequencly involve the Nation in a War at a 
vcry^nfeafonabie Juncture* What the prefent Conjunfture 
may be, I muft confefs I am quite ignorant of^ but con- 
fidering our Situation, and the many Difputcs that muft 
neoeflarily happen, as well as the Jealou fy chat mult con- 
tinually fubfift, between the feveral Powers upon the Coii' 
tificiit, I muft thinkj that, without fome very imprudent 
Sort of Condod, we can never long want a proper Oppor- 
tunity for vindicating and aflerting our Rights and Privileges, 
againft any Nation that Ihall dare to invade them ; and 
thercfore,while we have the good Fortune to be under an Ad' 
mini lira tion, that knows fo well how to take Advantage of 
the Blunders of their Neighbours, and is fo well initru^ed 
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"• in the moft fccrct Views of the feveral Power* of Europe j 
I muft think, we caki never be in Danger of being involvel cii 
in War at an unfeafonablc Jun£lure. Indeed, it we were 
under the Government or Adminillration of one fole primi \^c: 
Minifler, and that Minifler quite ignorant of foreign Aft !rrc 
fiiirs, or fuch a one whofe integrity none coaW truft, whoil k 
Faith np foreign State could rely on, whofe Ignorance of al :ai 
the Arts of Government, except one, had appeared fro« cs 
every Step of his Conduct ; I fay, if we were fo unlucky ir 
as to be under the Government of fuch a prime MiniAo^l 
there might be fome Reafon for our avoiding to come to 9Bf 
Refolutions, that might tend towards involving the Natioil' 
in War ; becaufe in fuch a Cafe, we could expedb no Ai^ 
fiftance from any of our Allies, nor Succeis from our owi 
Conduct. But, Sir, if this were our Cafe, which it neitfacT ] 
is, nor can be as long as our Conftitution fublifts^ y^ffxA' 
would then be the Duty of this Houfe ? Would it not be on 
Duty, to enquire into the State of the Nation, and delhref 
our Country from fuch polluted Hands ? WouW not wc be 
in Honour and Confcience obliged, to exert that Power 
which is placed in this Houfe by our Conftitution ? WoM 
not we be obliged to call fuch a Minifler to an Account, and 
pull him from the Summit of his Power ? For while ht 
continued in the Adminiilration, we could never ^exped 
Confidence or Affiftance from, any of our foreign Neigh- 
bours ; and confequently, we could never exped a feafonabk 
Opportunity for doing ourfelves Jullice, againfl thofe that * 
had invaded our Rights or Privileges. 

* Whatever may be the prefent Conjunfture of Affairs in 
Europe, however unfortunate it may be with refpeft to this 
Nation, I muft think. Sir, we can neither in Prudence npr 
Honour continue to fit tamely under fuch Infults and In- 
juries as we have lately fufFered, nor can wc now truft 
to general Acknowledgments, Declarations, or Protnifes. 
As we have already been convinced by Experience, that n» 
general Refolution of this Houfe can be effedlual, for pn>- 
curing Satisfaction or Security to our Merchants ; fo wc 
have by Experience been convinced, that no general Ac- 
knowledgment or Promife, in any Treaty between us and 
Spain, can be efFeftual for fuch a Purpofe. There is not a 
Right or Privilege now conteHed between us and Spain, but 
what has been acknowledged by general Words or QanieS| 
inalmoft every Treaty that has l^n concluded between the 
two Nations ; and by the Treaty of Seville we were pre 
mifed Satisfadtion, in general Terms, for all the Injuries 
they had done us before that Time. How then can wc cx- 
pedt, that general Acknowledgments or Promifes, in any 
future Treaty, can prove of any Effcd? And can we in 
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Qoar or Prudence accept of that, ^tn whkh wc cm ex* 

neither Satis fadion nor Securitj } 

The prefcDt Gircumftances of Europe may, for whit 1 

anv, be iitiiavourible : We may perhaps, be rtdoced to 

Kece^ty of engaging in an aneq^ War ; btit the For- 

c of War, Sir, does not sJwayt attend that Side whjdi 

1X5 to be the moil powerful i and I hope we have not 

: negotiated (he Af)^<urs of Europe inEo focJi a Syllem, as 

xpay have produced a formidable AlUanoc agalnll us, without 

^ny one AUy to afllll us ; therefore, if we OiouU now be 

©bilged to enter inte 3 War, for the Prefervadon of oof 

TF33e and Plantationsp the Event may difappoint our Fears^ 

or do more than anftter our Expc£btioni ; Whereas ^ if we 

' 'wait for a more favourable Opportunity, ull out Trade aisi 

stations be quite undone, Fm afraid, we rouH wait for 

: which never will happen. While we remain in our 

L ^ pctent unfettlcd Condition, while we continue fubjefl to fuch 

! ' h(u\\5 s^nd Depredations^ our Trade mull: daily decay > and 

ci^orc our Trade decays^ the lefi will our Power be to 

1 ourfelvev the lefs ready will any of our Neighbours be 

:Tiil ns. It may then be out of the Power of the bell and 

Iwndl Mtnider^ we can have, Co break or prevent any Alli- 
ance, that may be formed or forming againlt us, or to defeat 
tk Deiign of it, by a counter Alliance j but at prefect, if 
>iiy poweri'ul Alliance be formed againil us, and wc cannot 
hrm a fufficient counter Alliance, it muH be owing to fome 
li£e Weaknel^ or Mi flake in our Condud; ; and I hope we 
liive been guilty of no late Millake, hut what may be rt£ki- 
£ed by the Wifdom and Power of ParUainent, if a Eefoluiion 
Jhouid be taken to enquire lerioufly and freely into the A^air, 
in order to take proper Meafares for rcflifying our Miflakcs^ 
I ind for puniihing thofe that had been the Caufe of them. 

* The hononrable Gentleman wiAies it were in our Power 
I In give Laws to every Potentate in Europe, and to prefcribe 
I to thtni how they {hould behave to one another, I wilh fo^ 
Sir, a$ well as he ; but if it were, it would be ridiculous in 
us to make ufe of our Power, in Cafes where our own In- 
ter eft could be no Way concerned ; and in Cafes where our 
own Intereli is concerned, efpecially where common Jullioe 
^denied us, we ought to make as much Ufe of our Power 
a£ we can, however inconfiderable it may be. There Is a 
rcry great Difference betwixt prefcribing to othersg and al- 
lowing others to prefcribe to us, I am afraid, Sir, we have 
of late begun to aJ low a certain neighbouring Power to pre- 
ibribe co us, particularly with regard to Spain : I am afraid 
it is to thcfe Prefcriptions we muft impute the peaceful fie- 
Jtaviatir of the many expeniive Squadrons, we have lately 
ill9d out; and I am convinced^ if we coBtimie long In the 
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A:^A>it.0e9. II. jjjjng peaceable Difpofition, the fame Power wiU 
able to prefer! be to others, as weil as to us. 

• I ihall confels. Sir, I am forry I rnuHt confeis. 
Nation h not at prefent in a very good Condition for 
ing into an expenfive War. Our publick Debo rexnaiB j 
unfatisfied ; our Taxes are, rooft of tnem, as high 
Time of War, and more numerous than chey ever 
during the moft heavy War ; and what is worfl: of ail, a j 
Part of them arc mortgaged for paying the yearly ' 
of our publick Debts; yet neverthele^, when Self-f 
tign comes to be at Stake, we may find a Fund fuficiestl 
fupporting a new War ; for I (hould, and I hope matt 
my G>untrymen would, I am fure every Britifh Subjedo 
to chufc to live open Bread and Onions, rather than f 
Hottie of Bourbon giving Laws to Europe. This is a . 
fiutune, which every Nation in Europe is equally obliged I 
guard againft, and therefore in guarding againil it, we 
never be deflitute of a powerful Aiiiilance, if this Hooie i 
but iti Duty, which is, to uke care, that our publick Coii»1 
cils may always be direded by Men of known Abilities mi j 
vnfufpeded Integrity. '. 

' From what Ihave faid. Sir, I hope Gentlemen will ki 
that it would be both imprudent and pufillanimous inns, b 
allow the Fear of a War to over- awe us, with refped to tkr 
Refolutions we are to come to upon the prefbnt Occafioo ; aal 
I hope it will appear, that no Minifler ought to advife bii 
Itf ajefty to agree to any future Treaty, that contains nothii^ 
but fuch general Acknowledgments and Promifes, as have al- 
ready been found inefledtull ; therefore, to tell us that we 
oueht not to come to fuch Refolutions, as nuy prevent any 
Mmifler^s advifmg his MajeAy to agree to fuch a Treaty, 
innft be the fame as to tell us, that we ought not to come to 
fdch Refolutions, as may prevent a Minifler*s doing what he 
ought not to do, which cannot furely be an Argument of any 
Weight in the prefent, or any other Debate. 

* Whatever other Gentlemen may think of Popularity, 
whatever Regard they may have for the Opinion of the Peo- 
ple, I mud confefs. Sir, that I (hould be not only afraid, 
but afhamed of being an Objedl of publick Hatred or Con- 
tempt ; and I fhould be extremely doubtful about my own 
Opinion, if I found it contrary to the Opinion of moft of 
my Countrymen. Upon any fuddcn Emergency, the People 
may form a wrong Opinion, or they may upon foroe Occa- 
fions be mifled by artful and defigning Leaders ; but when 
the People have Time to confider, and when they enquire 
into any Affair, without Prejudice, the Opinion that prevaOs 
among the Generality of them, has in moft Cafes been found 
l9 be right. As to its being a feafonable Opportunity for 

enter- 
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rmg into a War, the People may not be fufiicientl/ able Anno it Oe* 

_ wdge ; bat ai to the Caufes of a War^ the People art al- 

kjrs able lo judge, whether they are juft and reafonable or 

HI i and for this Reafon moft Nations, when they declare 

Far, endeavour to juflify their Condudl by pablick Matu- 

lo'a* As it IS the general Opinion of this Nation, that we 

now ftifficient Rcafons for declaring War againil Spain, 

i moil IVlen tbittk that we ought long fince to have reveng- 

jed, in a hoitik Manner, the Affronts that have been put 

on us, thcfe amongft us who affirm the contrary, may# 

what 1 know, have fome Prudence, but I am fure they 

I not overburthened with Mode ft y* 

With refpcd to the Event of a War, the Cafe, Sir, i5# 

very different ; for neither the People, nor the molt 

-fighted Minillers, can pretend to form any certain Opi- 

Bn about it j and as the People of ail Countries have ge* 

_ rally too good an Opinion of their own Coarage and 

Strength, as this is an Opinion which all wife Governments 

eiide:ivour to promote, therefore the People have for the molt 

Part grenter Expe^ation from the Event of a War, than they 

|n f eafonably hope for i fo that the Event of almoft every 

Tar muft be fuch as will not fully anfwer the People*s Ex- 

~ ation ; yet when a War becomes neceflkry, when the 

IS^a^ of continuing in Peace mufl be as fetal as the moft 

unfortunate Event ofa War, can any Man be fo foUicitous 

ftbotit his own Safety, andfo regardlefs of that of his Coan- 

^^, as to advife continuing fuch a de^rufllve Peace, only 

Hr fear the People fhoujd blame him, and enquire into hit 

!Suidit£t| in cafe the War he had advifed, ihould happen to 

prove unfuccefsful ? 

* Str, our late peaceable Conduct, our tame SubraiiTion to 
fb many Tnfults and Injuries, deferves to be enquired into, 
and may, for what I know, defervc the Cenfure of Parlia- 
ment ; I am fure it has already met with the Cenfure of the 
People ; but neither the honourable Gentleman that fpoke 
laH, nor any other, I believe, can have the leaft Reafon to 
apprehend an Enquiry or Cenfure, for adviftng us to try the 
Fate of War, in cafe wc fhould itnd that we cannot by peace • 
able Means obtain full Reparation for all pall Injuries, and 
c^^ual Security againft any fuch in Time to come ; and as 
Experience has taught us, that we can cxpe£t no Repara* 
ttoti or Security from general Acknowledgments, or bare 
Ffomifes, we ought, by our Refolutions upon this Occafion, 
to prevent, if poffible, i^ being in the Power of our Mini- 
Hera, to allow thcmfclves to be amufed with fuch Acknow- 
ledgments or Promifes^ in any future Treaty. This, Sir, is 
the more neceffary^ becanfe from this very Pebate, I think^ 
we hzvt Rcifon to fufpc^, that fome of ipur Mioifters are 
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r, to put It out of tiu 
fafe for, any of our | 



*> " * In order, therefore. Sir, 
cr at leail to make it unraf^ 
advife his Majcfty to ratify fuch a futare 
caci neither procurc Reparation for Vfh^t Js paHbcl 
nty in Time to comej wc ought to agree to the 
jiri propofed ; and if tbey could be made njofl 
and explicit, I flioald be for any Atticndmene 
make them fo ; but as they cow fland, the agre^ 
is, I think, the leaft we can do upon the pref^ 
From our agreeing to fach Reiblutioiis, our Fel] 
will be convinced that we are ferlous, and thfi 
thence begin to conceive Hopes, that their Righj 
leges will fbon be vindicated and affert^ed^ dthej 
lOUA War, or by an hojiourable Treaty : Evcn^ 
will be convincal, that they can no longer pretd 
us with tedious Negociations, or general Promii^ 
If we curtail thefe Eefolutious in the Manner tM 
Gentleman has, by his Amendment, propofed ; j 
Subjeds will defpair of ever meeting with Redi^ 
ty I and the Spaniards will o^nceive Hopes, thd 
tinne to negotiate and treat with our Miniflebj 
iame Time plunder our Merchants, for ten Yeari 
they have done for ten Years paft. j 

* I fliall conclude. Sir, with obfcrving, that! 
tion» as it will fland by Means of the honoord 
inan*s Amend men tj or rather the new Refoli^ 
ropofed^ will^ upon Examination, appear to bq 
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n may give what Turn they pleafe to the h^ ^tikm, ^ 
before us ; but, in my Opinion, k is plain that 
ftion is, Whether we Hi all come to orie general 
:or, if we ihali come to a particular Refolution 
irticular Right in Difpute between us and Spain f 
ationor Security is to be procured in a peaceable 
be procured by Negoclation only i and no Ne- 
be carried on but bythofc employed by his Ma- 
not to be procured in a peaceable Way, it mull 
in a hoIUle Manner, which is not to be govern* 
by the Refolmiom of tliis Houie, but by his 
' I therefore it Is not the Refolations of this 
can be fwppofed eifedual ior procjring our Mer* 
Rsparatton or Security, but theMeafures which 
iall plea ft; to take for that Purpole. 
r, it appears J that there are but two Methods 
iati5fad:ion from Spain, one by Way of NcgO' 
the other by Force of Arms; and of thcfc two, 
I be granted, the fifll ought to be preferred. Now 
id, and, I chink, jkillly faid, that if wefhould 
Etefolutions fir ft propofed, we fliall put it otit of 
Power toobta^in Satisfaction for our Merchants 
or Security for our Trade and Plintationst m a 
,y ; whereas, if we agree to the Amendment 
S ihatl leave it in his Majefty^s Power to obtain 
tioners pray for, by Means of a Ncgociation, 
ig him under any Obligation^ or -even a Temp- 
;pt of any thing lefs than what is contained in 
Rcfoloiions propofed. From whence I muft 
t the proper Quetlioo now before us is, Whether 
lur Refoltttion^ make an immediate War una- 
[the prefent Conj unsure be what it will ; or, if 
e it in his Majelly^s Power to endeavour to ob- 
by Way of Negociatioo ; and I hope tliere^ is 
Q within thefe WalU (o fond of* fighting, . as pa 
ing the Nation in a dangerous and expenfive 
loygh every Thing we could ask, Ihould be pre- 
d in a peaceable Way, 

IT the honourable Uentleman who fpoke lafip 
bd IQ fay upon the prefent Occafion, with rc- 
^owerof the Crown, or of the Power of this 
e. Sir, that neither he, nor any other Gentle- 
the Honour of fitting here, wtfhes we had any 
ps Members gf this ligufci tiian wli^t b veiled 
G g in 






z^cc 3fiaK die Ccncmcn i=d Tttuiit that cnfisd^MA^ ^ 
in zj£ hi Ccacfry. rco. tiis HcciVs biTing afiameda-^*^ 
Faver taoB itciic^ vrftiT?. I aa lixrs tknr taaiild Dot 
ifctDteCKLE3£Sap]iBcaBtD«aTdsa Re-afimptioaiif dyj" 



, Sir, ikat wc fhoaVf fatrccJ i 
faka P o ^cr ^w^inthc Nine of Gaodnds {hoald we 
a wanamUtieor ic, b«^ itrnig oat Fkrts aad Aiaiies faefiai 
wc iad mat bo ocber Aigmnoics will prerail ? I bdicfi 
tknr are vcrr few in cbe Kaifoa caat qoeiJoa in ^e h^ 
bat that his Mijedr kis all cbe fpriinarioo id the Wbrid « 
procsre fall Sflrttfaftina bf waj of KegodatioD, or ihotW 
will take proper &lc;ifares Ibr ohciipiiig it liy^ Force of Aibb i 
fi> that we haTe no OtoioQ for coDiiog to anj Refoladom^ 
and mock le6 for pomcg the NaticB to any Ezpence, k 
orderio iciire the Hopes of thofo that are dioopii^ or loi 
prerecc any \ian*s detpairing of ever nMeting with Reditk; 
and with Reiped to Forc^^oeis, it is certain nothing 
can in a more forcSiIc Manner infioencc their OoniH 
cils, than their perceirix^ that the Parliament puis an 
entire Confidence in his Majefty^s Condoft, which they W& 
neoefl^rilj pretome from oar coming to a general Refolndon 
only, apon theprefontOccafion; whereas if we fliouU ealer 
into a Diicnffion of oar feveral Rights and FHvflcg;es, and 
come to a porticolar Refolution open each, it wm be rf 
Coorie foppofed at all foreign Courts, efpecially at that of 
Spain, that we doubt either of the Abilities or Inclinatioas 
q{ thofe that are employed by his Majefty in the Adminif- 
tration of our publick A^rs. 

' I ihall with Fleafure grant. Sir, that oor being fitnated 
in an Ifland, and in a Manner detached from the reft of die 
World, fumifheth us wid\ many confiderable Advantages, 
and among the reft, with that of having it often in our 
Power, to make an Advantage of the Difputes and Jealoufies 
that happen to arife among our Neighbours upon the G}nti- 
nent. 1 his may often furnifli us with a proper C^E^ortunity 
for vindicating or ailerting our Rights and Privileges ; butit 
cannot at all Times, and jult when we ftand in need of it 
The AfFairs of Europe may take fuch an unlucky Turn, at 
to unite two potent Neighbours againft us, at a Time when 
the reft are at Variance among themfelves, or fo much en- 
gaged or entangled, that they cannot give us any Affiftanoe; 
and therefore we may fometim^s be in Danger of being in- 
volved in a War at an unfeafonable Jundlnre. Whether the 
prefent be fuch a one, I (hall not take upon me to fay ; but 
if itisi IamfuictbewifdlThingw€candai8| tocontiiuie 

our 




f^i^lomt m €Fen to accept of a Treny of Peace, 

tlho^iy contain noching but general AcknowJedg- 
d Confirmations, in ho fits that a (hort Tlnw mny 
uch an iMteration of AfFaiFs inEurape,35 will aiFord us 
'tunity for iniilling upon fuch ntw Explaniric-rii rind 
r Conceflions, a.s wc may then think reafonable ; 
uld he wrong in us to do anyTbing that iniglit brtng 
;diate War upon the Nii'lon, without knowing 
the prefent Conjun£lr3re be feafonable or not 1 whidi 
A^ledgc we caniicqnire no Wajr, but by a Dedara-* 
his Msjeily ; and f urely no Gentleman that ha& a 
ST his Country, would defire hU Maj^illy to declare, 
ct a publick and numerous AITcmbiy, that we can- 
jfem propofe to enter into a W:ir with any Profpci^ 
itage ; bccaafe, not only the Spaniards, biit all 
h whom we have now any Difpute^ would certainly 
^atJtage of fuch a Declaration : They would from 
efutne^ they mtght force 11 s to agree to any Ternia 
they plea fed to prefcribe, or at lea ft they would 
icch left tradable than they were before they heard 
Declaration . 

II confcfs. Sir, that fome Branches of our Tr;ide, 
Vift fome of our Plrauaiiom, huve fuffered a iittle 
te Behavionr of Spain towards us ; but their SufFer- 
iot, I bell eve J nesr fo confiderable as fome People 
i of rcprefenting ; and had thefe Sufferings been 
ifc confiderable^ we ought not to expoje the Whole 
te of War at an unfealonable Juncture, for the Sake 
ing a Part j efpeciaOy when we confide r^ that we can 
11 of getting an Opportunity in a fhort Time, for 
ring to recover our Loflcs, with a probable View of 
If the Spaniards were always to behave towards us 
ire done of late Yearf , and we were always to allow 
ichave in the fame Manner, the Whole of our Trade 
ations might at la ft come to be in {ome Danger i 
be fuppuTed, Sir, thac unkf^ we immediately de- 
r, the Spaniards will always continue to treat us as 
f lately done ? By no Means ; for there were neither 
r Honour at th;|t Court, yet as foon as they become 
vhich they mull foon be, of their own Intereft, they 
inly court our Friendiliipp infttad of provoking 
Iment. 

fuppofe, Sir, the Spaniards (hou3d go on in the fame 
fome Time longer, then can it be fuppofed that we 
lys bear fuch Treatment, with the fame Patience 
Unature ? Suppoib we have as yet fome Hopes of 
Satisfi£lion by peaceable Means, or fuppofe the 
I imlcafonable Juncture, for us to dcckre War a- 
Qg2 galaft 
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SBBBiiiar he ti jx^^t <^sr . z&c if fiiL fcsfATM xflC = 
Tiain* K it^fiie use T'tTiT* v:t inzir ie r.fiingii ixB ^^^f 
vil "sais asur ir i:. z&l jdsss aic uiyj Ufe 

£i<iJic. se la'iTgi CoinB at J.rjnc^, se nccnicd A Ve vof 
j^-imir irr^tfr air Tsbk. icr oar FoscarbBB. cai Mer 
sucxL ix: ^ie mezr XriBr : znz J meiuur «c msj yrXvok a 

ip^tiiT, 3L l^asKs of iirnaiTtiTTig *>i;7hfaftian br 

SttSHSEp GT iz. UspES dcsi 2. "'-'^^ ***M""lllV 

vriT TXK 'iiiei: fix uiCLTniBg n so* Fceoe of Aiv% 
liar 'f^^^ O.' vm a c inr iiL ' sailiii g ''•*»«y rw*r X^^^ *^ 
vil! yty ^ ^ i" be locrlT imdanr. 

' I &£! sJvTTs be s icatfr. Sir, s set Mzil, toGodioe 
CT AZ, fxprserriDr tse Hosscr znd 1^m^^^hV*i^ t of ay 
0>9DCnr; bar if die Naxkn be ia fadi a ndandiolT Cob- 
^sdoQKCbe boGcninb«eGe£^e3i£zksbecDpletMiDr^R- 
fr7!t, fop&jr m^ oa^ct ^ kzS to be frMt^ff?^ of domg aof 
TbiBg dut iciT t-md to inr^hrr liic Nsricn ja a War. We 
o^ht to amd ocxxtg mr ThiiDg thz: zszj ieem to bare fodi 
aiendeocT, ixo2d£ it appear Eb^mdj necefikir for our im- 
mcChJt Pfeierr2.tJoa ; whkh I like by do Mcins to 
be oor Caic at prefe ct. If ir is citbcr necc^ujy or expe- 
dient that oar Rights ihould be pirtiailarhr afierted in 
an/ foture Negoclation, his Mkjcitv will oeitaiiily <io 
(o : Bat I am ^ ^x>!n thinking, that it will be ne- 
ceflary for his hizjciky to infill upon foch particalar Acknow- 
ledgments, Declarations, or Promiies ; for the fiehavioor of 
two independent Nations to one another, does doC lb moch 
depend upon the general or particular Stipulations that are 
between them, as upon the Neceffity they rcfpedively think 
they have, for cultivating a reciprocal Friendfhip. If the 
Spaniards begin to think that they, ought, for their own 
SakcB, to cultivate a Friendfhip with this Nation, (and, as 
icon as they begin to think juflly, th«y will think fo) 
they will then perforin any general Promifes they may 
make, or any general Engagements they may enter into 
with U8, more ftridtly and faithfully than .they would 
perform the mod cxprcfs and particular Stipulations, if they 
Ihould think othcrwife. 

• We haveat prcfent,Sir,and muft always have,Diiputes with 
Other Nations as well as Spain ; and^ without doubt, it would 

be 
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Ee extremely convenient for m to have all the Rights axii 
Privileges^ which ajiy Nation pretends to difpute with u«. 
Fully explaineiij and panical^yly declared and eitablilhed ; 
I belie vCj we never made any Treaty, where we could 
I all that was convenient for m ; I believe, no Natitjii 
ler did ; for a Carte Blanche i^ not properly a Treaty i it is 
\ Law which the Conqueror prefcribcs to thofe he has con- 
In every Cafe where a Treaty is to be made^ 
I the contracting Parties mull accommodate themfelves 
ncsand CircumJlajices ; and neither Party can, orwiU, 
KH upon all they can ask, JeA by fo doing they lole what 
ey may have. This mull be our Cafe^ if we ever come 
>any furure Treaty with Spain* We mull accommodate 
arfelve:s to Times and Circumftances, and mull infiil opoa 
more than they will then admit of; but if this Houle 
^otiZd agree to the Refolutions £rfl propofed, it will put iC 
Qt of the Power of any Minifter, toadvifchis Majclly to 
Stccominodatc himfelf to Times and Circumftance?! in rela- 
tion to ^ny future Treaty with Spain j which will of courfe 
Q^ke a Waj' unavoidable ; for tt h not to be fuppofed we 
caji prei-^ai! with Spain^ to agree to every Thing we propofe, 
ntilefs we force them to it by a fuccefeful War, Nay, after 
mt have entered into a War, 'tis great Odes if we meet witJi 
fuch Succefs, as m;iy intitk his Majetly to infiil upn every 
Tidug, that may be fuppofed to be contained in t he fc Rcfo- 
Hotions I fo that It would be impo^ble for hh Majcny, or 
Piny of his SLicceiFors, to put an End to the War by a Trcjity 
of Peace, or to agree to any Preliminaries for th:il Par* 
pofe, without ftrft laying thofe Preiiminarie* before tl»ii 
Houfe ; and fuch a Publication might put it m the Pow 
ijfcr of thofe that are Enemies to both Natiom, to prevfUC 
■(he Negociation's taking Effei5t. 

R * I hope. Sir, I have now m^ it appear, that lher« km 
Nece^ty for our coming to fuch pttrticubr Refbtatiofii ti 
wefc at fifil propofed ; and that our coauny^ to Mi» okAtl 
he attended with the moft fatal Confetjtitnc«ff beoiilw it 

€ghtnot only involve the Nation in a W;rr, '- ■* '• -'^h^ || 
a WaTp perhaps, at a very unfeafonable itno i Jftc* 

■e. 1 k.now I am arguing againfl th«t» whtcf> ncrrm utim 
the popular Side of the Queltion ; J kt>ow thuii fay 
Means or other j a very great Refe ntmrnt jiai 
up among the People, againft the DepredatiOfM 
by the Spaniards, and, Iconfefs, they dcfefW 
Rdefitnicni ; but we ought to fticw our BriiniMltiMII tff 
tSomtij not by Worda ^ and if we chufiMii impmpH Tkm 
for giTing the £low, we may receive a snmttr fJtoA m§ mM 
gjve. I lliail always have a great Regard &rlllilUMlli| 
»iwdli kcwiic for the Oplnioin of tiit Propk i bm^ I ftiMiip- 

HI 
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• ^- 'cr ^ Muc I rnms antarr rr :ie iscereft of my Goontiy, 
» ur ZTK ?-.iic<* ^^ 1.1 i inne iia.:^ Edxo ; beczoie, I know, ic 
.=9 3eve^ X juboc '- uii I -jaxid iaZxmr mjr popular Opi« 
so* T.crter ^xin 3^ ^r.arn^ s vrir Prorocacions may bt 
:iuBecac XT i»i:;r-ir^ "'•"ir la rrery • jch C^ftioo, tk 
^jtSe ii::v :>c — mL-uTM 33 x N-cn'Tr of Geaenls aflea- 
'3MSU a * ^'jusei n 'A'ir. mc oedbisars?, whether or no 
3i«v vru^iK^ -D :ctt:x nc Zsessy Mzkt of them may, and 
^he-x ^. c^^ '^stir CV^niiic ir i^ickiEg, oot beoLofe ^ 
X'.^a^ c r^ ::Rnt Triosxc. Sxc je± rser Coorage flioold bii 
*c^p«dBtr. R die ::kv -Jxamd c:tc rxxr Vcae for die other 

* rVTv^ i:> \L TC£N% ' ^ c u i iato astr be agiinft this Hoaie*s 
£?!'!Tr-^.^ Tr L'n cf cuir iltfnn'»mM&» totieap hisMajef- 
>*"- -. .K.«. 'e x^ ar saks sa inmseckce Wir nnavoidafalr, 
Tec -K *?:•%:•:* . OmmnKir? "x sever ib nn&vocinble, it ii 
^H '•Tji't ::;-»!t-r ?^' » :xt.-t*T^. Sir, aor, io I believe, tku 
ate* ft •»v*-"^«v: t iccerrc 7f lav Tltxs^cxther thaa nm the 
S^- ^^ . w ^- . xr ic s b«eiieve« ckt acre axnrReafoni 
^ li^t , '* -. :.t:„: :r; Tsrixkr » :aaMtlTes. Whattver 
ils»tio«* ^-s >u i*,:*.- -n^v :.vrr« ir aoc reuabrirg upon an 

aic -h;-.>bs ^r »i- n:c tr.-* jf^cc-.rris^ SlAirea in a peacea- 

'»c V: iV!c^^ ,TT-.*iTr i.< ctr.Q^ .ir:icie rtir the State of .Af- 

■ft:-* ?i furtyoit. *;;1 :tt :.htirt Tiose *£:ni a much more 

^vcvr -AC ^^'tfvrf*in:c< -cr ittc-^ir-rr^ "*Var. zher tacA be(udi 

4e> .-K^t ::»e^ V.Ci.>c « jener.'.! : mc* ne;* s&t bewchasoogbt 

». :«^*J05 ^ » :r^ , -vr 4 4»:-Ie ccgrir. :ae Mcsifxci* of NcgQcia- 

jo^ftS -**' -*-'» V rtNTid iiM cr.rca^ ocr NegodicioDs^ 

a:U*- >»e -i^ .--.v vTsc =i2C ri-: >4sc3cc will Ai lai prove 

'iK'^s;^,-;, % :•>.*'-; x«t:>f Lca ^ cu^xc 2? iac'jce os to aC' 

o->. -*t . ^--^x. i -^ .\i^.-::i:r;'ju5 ?r-c-j', ricsjer zhan have ic- 

HC>k2»<: V ixi ^\.'i :.x acv-larec "nr"— "Tie Scaoe of half a 

>c^i- ^ut\. !Li c c-:*!^ :2e Ir^cr cf A£iin a3 over Eo- 

v>>:, j> :u ^>i.-.^>^ i^ x* iater nca jtcd i War with gieat 

<^iiit!^ Ic^ :iiia^. in\j ---c ai: Trennc Ccstuachxie may be 

<vt i .j*t,k ~'Uv ^;r .iuuhx :mmcg::inry encer inoo a War 

^ c»xv< >H.*ii^*K <::n. Stipovic. rjist* riis tt> be thc Gife 

4v •*vh:**i. «'>aivi c KX X i.^:'j jnpTiiBnic ia ofr tt> do that, 

ifc'Vv** «vrt imin!cui€t:<> *ji«qiw :ai? Xicioa m a War? 

^v>. .^ ; X' x:AiMuj.Okc: If .fe^ X* icarxf h;5 Mjaeibr tocaom- 

^».»*v^iv x^ uc?! 4 'iuntvr-.*i& AJcaiui>. ae rretenc State of 

%.?v..> .» S^rotv, ,*r ::Hf ^Vlneracxns winoi he cxpeded 

'Hi>i,.H a u.r I > :ai \ Tthic Sr ";>rjuH:ac ircut ? Soch a Rc- 

.t*iiv *t, Ks \i>K:N cv^iiu Tcc -.lAwiv ccnjpi;* with ; becnofe, 

*«<*» i v>%»^Jt^Ho.ac4i >«icuiii cert:i:n>* ':«h» ccr preJ^nt 

vSiv'Csvsi ^«vfM(« iiHi atiijac tivo^jiv wcveat :hol« Al- 

w«*=KHte^ :k^ ^licnc;: ««i>i w« cociii *x::«d to sake it 

^**^* * From 



t HI ) 

Frmn the Rcafons I have given. Sir, and^ I hope, they 
1 1 appear iufiicient Rea(bn&^ lor our tiot agreeing to liie Re- 

■ mom Bnl propofed, I think It is evident, that tlie only 
Icfoltidon we can come to upon the prcfent Occifion, muft 

be {nch £L one as niy honpurabEe Fnend ha^ by his Amend- 
sncnc propofed, By fuch a Refolurion, we fliall leave it 
entirely to his Miijeffy, to iniilt upon particular Acknow- 
Icdgmentl of eH our Rights and Privilege*?, nowcontelled by 
Spam, or to accept of general Acknowledgnient5> in ciie the 
pftfcnt ihould appear to be zn unfea fonable Codj undurc for our 
dccbriDg War againll thatJCingdorn. By this we may avoid 
a War, at kail we fhall avoid being erig^^iged in an unequal 
War; for, if we trull to Wu M:ijelly'*s WifJom, wc may 
depend on it he iviU not itivulve the Nation itt War, unlets 
lie fees that he hns got a proper Opportunity for fo doing. 
At the fameTiine, we Jhall, I thinly by fuch a Re(bIution, 
fflfficiendy afierr the principal Right, now in Difpute be- 
tween Sfjain and us, and we ftiall fufSciently fhcw our Re- 
fisntment agdnft ihe Uf^ge our Merchants and Seamen h^ve 
met with. This will convince the Court of Spain, tiiat hh 
Majeliy will meet with the Approbation and Aihllance of 
im Pjtrliameiir, in whatever Mcafures he may take for ob- 
teiiiing Rcdrefs, which may probably make them alter their 
Conduct towards us; and^ from fuch a Refolution, all thofe 
who underiland any Thing of our Conftitudon, will fee, that 
we have, in this Houfe^ done as much as was polTible for ua 
^to do, upon ftich an Occafion i from whence, every ^ian» 
Hdio hoA not fomethjng very difmal tn his Conllitution^ will 
Conclude, that he has no Reafon to defpair of feeing Jullice 
done to himfelf and Fellow-Siibje^s, and the Rights and 
PjwilegCJ of his Country eftabliihed. 

■ Before I have done. Sir, J mufl: take Notice of the Objec- 
tion made hy ihe honourable Gentleman ihat fpake la A He 
6ys, the Refolution, as it will ftand by MeanS of my ho- 
nourakle Friend's Amendmeiu will appear to be in the fame 
Term* with his Mnjefty s Anfwer to the lail Spanifh Memo- 
rial ; and, that therefore, we ought not to agree to it, left 
It (ho old be thought that the Reiol ution of tliis Houfe was 
disced by our Miniflers of State. I oinnot fay. Sir, that I 
liave compared the two*together, fo as to judge whether they 
he in the fame Terms or not But, (uppofe they are, i» 
there any Scandal in our agreeing with the Crown, or even 
with our Miniilers of State » when that which they have 
dooe appears to be right I Sir^ in my Opinion, this is fo far 
from being an Obje<5fion to the Reiolution jny honourable 
Friend iias propoled, ilmt it b a ftrong Argument for our 
agreeing to it i for, furely, il mult adminifter Comfort and 
Eofiourffgement ta our own People, to fee bis Misjcfly and 
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^■■^^ "• hiiFis'.hiaeni ^redug cpoo the ioae ^fcafsm for dicir Re- 
\^^ Y ^^^' lief; ini^ a h «-:Il cjci im ? the Court of Spain, that thae 
if a good Agrecaent, and tfaonx^h UodcrAandiiig, bc tw ee u 
Jus Majfity 2jid nis Parinmcc:, it will be an Argmncnt of 
the grc^tAx Weignt ibith tiut Court, lor prerailiiig on them 
to agree to whki hi* Xfaje^ hss propoied, or may pn>poie, 
to«*ards an Acxommodition ; thercfiQre, if we lizTe a Mind« 
that OUT preicBt D .ifei cn o cs with Spain ihoiild be iettled in 
an amicable Way, if we have a ^iind to iodine them to 
hearken to Reiicn, or the Voice of Peace, we oaght to agree 
to the Amendment propofed : Nay, imle^ we have a Mind 
to encoar^ge or encreaie their Ob&inacy, by making them 
and ail Earope bdieve there b a Difonion and Diftniil be< 
tween his Majeily and his Parliament, we moll agree to the 
Amendment propofed.* 

The r^ext that fpoke was Sir William Windham, whofe 
Speech was to this F.fiFfA, viz. 
Sir, 
fikw. Wi^Oam: * I am extremely furpnzcd to hear the pident Debate fo 
much miftaken, as I find it is, by the bonourable Gentleman 
who fpc^ laU. Is there any Gentleman in this Hoofe his 
foppoied, is there any Gentleman can fnppoie, diat the Re- 
Iblutions of this Houfe can be effednal in the Cafe now be- 
ferj us, without the Concurrence of the Crown ? We may, 
by our Refelntkms, which we offer only by Way of 
Advice to the Crown, determine indeed, what are the Rights 
of the Nation, we may determine what are. the Injuries v>e 
have iaStnA ; we may go farther, we may determine or ra- 
ther declare, what Methods we think ought to be taken for 
aflerting thofe Rights, for revenging thofe Injuries ; but, un- 
lefs they are carried into Execution by the Crown, or by 
thofe employed by the Crown, they cannot of themfelves be 
foppofed to be efiedual. 

* In the pirefent Cafe, Sir, Complaint has been made to 
us, that our Trade has been interrupted ; that many of our 
Merchant-Ships have been plundered, and many feized and 
confifcated; that matay of our Seamen have been cruelly 
ufed ; and that feme of our mod valuable and moil undoubt- 
ed Rights and Privileges have been invaded : The Petitipnen 
pray, that we would procure them RSlief, and that we would 
provide a Remedy for thefe Evils. What can they mean by 
fuch a Prayer ? Surely they do not mean, that this HouTe 
fhould declare War, or fend Ambaflkdors to Spain to de- 
mand Satisfadion. Either they muft mean, that, if thefe 
Grievances have been occafioned by the Fault or Negle& of 
any of our own Subje&s, we fhould enquire into it, and pu- 
niih thofe that have been to blame ; or they muft meaa^that 
we fhould enquire what Injuries they have fuffered, and what 
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s have been invaded, that, we 
boald reprtfent to the Crown ihofe Injuries and Invaiions^ 
Ind thai we ftiould give fuch Advice to his Majcfty,as, if fol- 
ded, will be cifeftual for procuring the Relief and Heme- 
they pray for* Upon fuppofing that his Majelly 
ill follow o^r Advice, it may be faid^ that one ReroltitioHj 
; Set of Refolutlons, Will be more effedua! ihan ano- 
and, therefore, the Qtieft ion now under our Coniidera* 
h which of the two Propofi^ions made to us, contains 
bilell and trueft Reprefentation of the national Rights 
PrivilegeSj that have been invaded, and of the Injuries, 
* , our Trsde and Merchants have fuffered, 
Jn this Light, Sir, let us compare the two Propoiitiont 
ether^ and we ftiall foon fee which ought to be preferred » 
firil contains a particular Enumeracion of the feveral 
Grievances we labour under, mentions the Pretences that 
been made ufe of for putting fuch Grievances upon us, 
nd particularly aiTcrts^ as well as ku forth, every Right orPri- 
_'ikge that has been invaded. The fecond contains only a general 
Reprefentation of the Injuries we have fuffercd, without men^ 
tioning any one Pretence that has been made ufe of, or pro- 
ecly aflerting, or fo much as mentioning, any one Right or 
r^rivili^^Cs that has been invaded. The firft fliews it to be 
ur Semimenta, that the fcveral Rights and Privileges of this 
liation, which have been invaded, ought to be particularly 
cnowledged ; that the feveral Pretences made ufe of for in* 
^adiit^ thcm^ ought to be paitkularly explained, and cjt' 
pi^fly given up; and that an immediate and fpeci tick Sati^- 
action ought to be infixed on : The fecond, if agreed lo, 
vill make it be looked on as the Opinion of this Houfe, that 
general Acknowledgment of our Rights, and a general 
Promifc of Satisfa^ion, may be accepted of^ 

* Upon fuch a Comparifon, Sir, can any Gentleman, after 
the late Experience we have had> think, th.it fuch a general 
Acknowledgment of onr Rights^ will be effe£tual for fecnr- 
ing our Trade in Time to come, or for red re (Ting our injured 
Merchants for what is paft ? Let any Man, Sir, read any of 
the Treatvea, from the Treaty 1667, to the Treaty of Se- 
rilJe, and then think that general Acknowledgments or ge- 
neral Promifea are fufficient for our Furpofe, His MnjcRy^ 
ftis true, may, I hope he will, infilt upon particuhir Acknow- 
Icdgraenrs of our feveral Rights, that have been lately con- 
efted or invaded ; upon a llifScient fpecifick Sum, by Way 
Ffijeparation to his injured Subjedsi and upon an exemplary 
^"limcnt*s being infllQied upon thofe Spanifli Governors or 
fianders, that have injured them : His Majerty* I fay* 
Biay infill upon fuch Terms, notwith (landing any Opinion 
may now give, or any Refoludoo we may now come to j 
Vol.. V. H h b^ 
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tut certainly, it would be ys, rcng in as to gire, as the OpT- 
. nion of this Hoaic, what cmnot be the rcjl Opinion of any 
Blan in the Kingdom. To c^r inch, zn Opinion by Way <^ 
Advice, would be a Mrdeading of ihe Crcwn^ or enablix^ 
BAinitei to do fb ; therefore, m Duty to oar Severe^, in 
Joftice CO oar moch ixg^ircd Country and Coantrymen, in 
HoExcr, in Cinfcience, witii reipecb to otirielTes, we are 
boond not to give any fuch Advice. 

• Peace, Sir. is certainly prefenHe to War; and every 
good Man mafb wiih, that hi? Mjjefty may be aUe to pro- 
cure Sads&^on and Security by Way of Ncgodadon : Bat 
War is preferable to an ignominioos Peace ; and every Man 
who has a Regird for the Honoar of his Coontiy, or the 
.Safety of his Fellow-Sabjeds, wodd chnfe to fee the Nation 
involved in War, let the Event be wiiat it will, rather 
than fce it infalted and abafed, as it has been by Spsan 
for almoft thefe.twengr Years. By agreeing to the Refolu- 
tions firfl propofed, we do not put it out. of his Majefty's 
Poi;^'cr to obtain Satisfhdion in a peaceable Way/ we only 
jmt it out of the Power of, or at leaft make it hazaidoos for, 
Minifter?, to advile his Mrjeily to agree to an ignominioos 
"Treaty of Peace ; which any Treaty will be, that does not 
procure ample Satisfaction to our injured Merchants and Sea- 
men, and ^tare Sccority to our Commerce. For this Pur- 
po(e, every Man mull be fenfible from what*s pailed, that 
general Acknowledgments or barcPromifes will not be eflcc- 
tual : Nay, I am of Opinion, that even the moft particular 
Acknowledgments and Explanations, will not of themielves 
prove effectual. We muft inlift upon the punifhing of thofe 
Spanifti Governors or Captains of Guarda Cofta's, that have 
•injured us, and upon fome fignal Atonement's being made to 
the Nation, for the many Affronts that have been put upon it ; 
for I am afraid the Spaniards have, from our late Behaviour, 
conceived fuch an Opinion of our Fondnefs for Peace, that 
they will Ihew but little Regard to the moft particular and 
folemn Engagements they may make with us. Their Attack 
fome Years fince upon Gibraltar, at a Time when our harm- 
Icfs Fleets appeared upon their Cgafts, without any hoftile 
Intention, I believe, againft them, or any of their Allies ; 
and their late Attack upon our Ships at the Ifland of Tor- 
tugns, notwithllanding its being a Time of profound Peace 
between the two Nations, and notwithftanding one of the 
moft particular, and moft explicit Conceffions, that could be 
made by one Nation to another : Thefe two Attacks, I fay, 
with the continual Attacks they make upon our Ships in 
the Bay of Campechy, give me fome Reafon for fufpe^ing^ 
that they do not now think themfclves under a Neccffity of 
"hnding upon Ceremoaies with regard to us, or of ob- 
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fcrving the moft particular and exprefs Stipulations they can 
make with us. 

* I fhall not pretend. Sir, to difpute the good natural Dif- 
pofition of his Catholick Majefty, or his Inclinations to do 
Jullice to this Nation ; but 1 muft fay, we have as yet felt 
jione of the Effeds, cither of the one or the other; and I 
am afraid, thofe who have fo good an Opinion of his Incli- 
nations, will at laft find, they have trufted to them more 
than they ought to have done. However, let his Catholick 
Majefty's natural Difpofition be never fo juft, Jet his Incli- 
Xiations towards us be never fo favourable, if his Governors 
and Captains in the Weft-Indies are allowed to imagine, that 
they may plunder, or unjuftly feize and confifcate Britifh 
Ships, without any Fear of Punilhment, if thcfy find they 
liavc nothing to apprehend, but being fimply obliged to re- 
fiore, they will every now and then be nibbling ; for Refti- 
tution is feldom made complete, fomething will always ftick 
to the Fingers of the Tellers ; and as fuch Difputes are, we 
pnd , extremely tedious, PofTeflion in the mean Time will in 
^vcry Cafe be worth fomething. For this Reafon we muft, 
in my Opinion, infift upon condign Punifhment, as well as 
complete Rejlitution, otherwile our future Security will al- 
^vays be -precarious ; and our infifting upon fuch Terms, or 
our obliging our Minifters to infift upon fuch Terms, will 
cot, I hope, make an immediate War neceflary. Unlefs 
we have, by fome very odd Blunder in Politicks, cooked up 
fuch a Syftem of AiFairs abroad, as has united fome of th« 
chief Powers of Europe with Spain, and has at the fame 
Time detached from us, every Ally we formerly had, or at 
jeafl every Ally that can afford us any Affiftance, I am fure 
the Spaniards will agree to fuch Terms, rather than come to 
sm open Rupture ; fo that our coming to fuch Refolutlons as 
yvcre firft propofed, inftead of making War neceflary, will 
make Peace, I mean a real and an honourable Peace, more 
quickly attainable ; becaufe if Spain has nothing but her oyvn 
Strength to depend on, and if our Minifters have taken Car^ 
that we have fuch Allies as we ought to have, and always 
may have, our Refolutions will make Spain think it neceftfary, 
to agree immediately to what is juft and reafonable, in order to 
prevent a Rupture ; for tho' that Court may believe, and may 
perhaps have found, tliat they can cajole and amufe a Bridfh 
Miniftef, I hope they are not fb vain a^ to think, they can 
cajole or amufe a Britifh parliament. 

* Altho' we have not the Power, Sir, to fend out Fleets 
or Armies, or to eive Orders or Tnftru£lions to Fleets or 
Armies; yet, as Members of this Houfe, we have, by our 
Confutation, a Power to enquire into the Condu6l of thofe, 
who, by their Employments, are to give his Majefty their 
jbeft Advice in fuch Cafes ; and, if upon Enquiry it fhould 
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JCssed;^ Camsdis. Bac :f t rifirr^T ir^ear. 

(AiLoziaaribie .-br :iic NisdoH 3s i^iimir tn 1 NcgqcstaHi. we 
wioUi, in :tor Calc, aaane 1 ?3wcr. 2nd it wcizM ac ott 
Dot?, !D pmiili iQC^ "vcsk: or wicked Gscxzfelon. In ^idK 
Ixck Ltfr, 3 w<il ss pnTzsCy there are linoe A iEcmB dtac 
<*sffw*^f^ bv die Caihiin oT ^^sxxob^ -ahnir of 2 pescemi V - 
cannnocitiaity or if any Niegadanon tnr mat Pargoie. Ifx 
Gendcxnaa tlxoaici be caisi in die open Screets, and £eiiiz» 
inftead oi maksag 2 ^up ei Reonn^ lend x CTcrgvinzn oat 
Mbroin^ :o die Aggrc£}r, ai bc^ dxat vhc AUnir mig^it be 
snatde ip in an amicibtr Wa^r, die Aggreflcr migfu; pw h»p* 
ksoic opon his Pscseiit as a ffjai Chrbtmn, Ent I am tare ke 
iwaU HOC look noon hiai as a Geodeman, or BCan of Goo- 
n^ ; and dierefbxe be waaid profaBfaly offer no otker Sssb- 
£idion, bnc fiidi a <Bie as no Blan of Honoar csaU icoqpc 
0f, dr perhaps and taaSi pcofaablf too, be woold family aad 
£iy, cbe Fe&yir deiervcd wbac be bad flKt wkb. AMaxof 
fme HaaoofT^ ixpoa meetxDg with foch an Aficot; wcaSd 
inuiiediately talce bis own Sadsfefeon, and that tuo wi^ die 
rery iirH O^jpottcnity. 

* |n pohlick life, znd in catioQal Afl&irs, ^kat QA is 
the^ime. There are iamc Affroots diat may be pot 1^ ok 
Nation upon anodierywhich ought to be immediately r cfented 
in a hoilsle Manner. All Attadu or Infalts oaght to be relented 
in foch a Manner, when it appears evident that k was done 
by publick Aathority, When an Infult is committed by 
the vSabje^ of any Nation, without an af^parent C6m* 
miffion, or other Authority from their Government, the in- 
jured Nation may fend Ambafladors to demand Sat^dion ; 
and ought not to reient the Injury in a hoflile Manner, till 
the other Nation has made the A61 its own, or has taken the 
Guilt upon itfelf, by denying or unreafonably delaying to 
punifti or give up the Offenders. But when the Infult or 
Attack appears, from the very Nature of it, to have been com- 
fnitted by publick Authority, Satisfaction ought not to be 
fucd for by AmbafTadors ; it ought to be immediately taken by 
Fleets and Armies, properly inftru6led for that Purpofe. 
And fuch, I am of Opinion, we ought to have reckoned 
fcvf ral Infults put upon this Nation by Spain, within this 
Inft Doxcn Years : Nay, I may fay, that the Court of Spain 
&cms to have been ingenious enough, to ^1 open the mofl 
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Bedoal Method for prD\*okiiigaii:itioi)al Rcfentmect oa our 
*art, by making every Injury, th^ has been done us by any 
£ thciT Sabjefej the AB. ar^ Deed of tl^c whole Kaikm ; 
Dr thjo' they have acknowledged fome of tht Injtiries done, 
o be fuch, yet I do not hear thai they bave, in any oneCafe^ 
ijade a com pleat Reftimtion of all Colls and Damages, or 
liat they have pani&ed, or given up any one of the Of- 
^nders* From hence. Sir, I muH think, thai tbofe vfho 
C3ught to advtfe his M^jeHy, have been Co blame^ In not ad* 
v^ifmg him to refent fome of the Affronti that have been pat 
upon IB, by immediate Ho to I i ties, or an immediate Decla- 
ration of War; J mtift think they have been to bUme, m 
mot advifing his Majeftyt in moll of the other Cafes, to in- 
£i&: more pctemptorily upon a fpcedy ;ind com pleat Reftitu- 
ttOHj and upon a fevcre Paniftiment^s being inililed upon ail 
thofeSpanifh Governors or Commanders of Ga^rda Co{b\ 
that had any Way injured the Subje^ of this Kingdom ; 
and, jf I am right in my Opinion, we ought npon this Oc* 
cafion, to go farther than any Thing yet propofed;We ought 
to enquire into the Condnft of fome of thofc who are, by 
their Pofts or Employment?, obliged to give hu Majelly 
their bcft Advice. This, 1 think. Sir, is our Duty; and 
if the Refolutions iirft propofed be agreed to, I hope, that 
Agreement will be followed by a proper Motion for this 
Purpofe ; which would, I believe, tend more to revive 
the drooping Spirits of our injured Fellow Subjedb, than 
any other Rcfolution we can come to, 

• For this Reafon, Sir, were there no other^ I hope the 
Refolutions firH propofed will be agreed to : For if they are 
not agreed to, I am fure no Gentleman can expert to fuc- 
ceed, and therefore no Gentleman will make any Motion 
for fudi an Ent^uiry* The prefent unlucky State of Afiaira 
in Europe, or the Danger this Nation may be in, of being 
involved m a heavy War, can be no Argument againft fuch 
an Enquiry ; for it was upon fuch Occafions that the Roman 
People, while they retained their Virtue, got their guilty 
Magiftrates punilhcd, and their own Liberties fecured. In 
their Hiilories, we have many Examples of their infi fling 
obftinately upon a Confirmation, or Enlargement of their 
Privileges, or upon an Enquiry Into the Condudi" of their Ma- 
gi flrates, when the Enemy was almoft at the Gates of their 
City, This Obftinacy never did that brave People any Da- 
mage ; for as foon as they got their Liberties fee ared, or their 
guilty MagiftTates puniflied, their Armies went out with A- 
lacrity, and returned with Viflory. In this Countrry, I 
hope upon ihe prefent Occafion, the Cafe would be the 
fame : Give the People but Satisfaflion : Put our Fleeti 
md our Armies under thofe, in wh^fib Wifdom and 
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^0 "/^«- "' Condudl they have a Confidence, and I promife for thcnr^ 
they'll give a good Account of their Enemies. Whereas, 
if you go to War, while your People are difcontented, anci 
confequently difpirited ; if your Fleets and your Armies are 
under the Condu6t of thofe, who by their paft Management 
have forfeited their Charader, both among your Soldiers 
and Sailors, you can expeft no Succefs, either from your 
Fleets or your Armies. Therefore, in cafe a War fhould 
become unavoidable, I am afraid it will be neceflary for us, 
to enter into fuch an Enquiry as I have mentiorjed, in order 
to give Satisfaftion to our People, either by juftifying our 
late Condu6t, in cafe it fhould appear to have been prudent 
and wife; or by removing or punifhing thofe, that have 
been the chief Advifers of it, in cafe it fhould appear to 
have been pufillanimous and imprudent. 

* But, Sir, J^ am of Opinion, that the befl Method we 
could take for preventing a War, would be, to refolve im- 
mediately upon enquiring into our late Gondu^; becaufc, 
if the Enemies of this Nation have got any i^dvantages 
from our Condu6l: in Time of Peace, they may reafonably 
hope for greater in Time of War, and therefore may now 
rcfufe to give us a proper Satisfa<!:'tion or Security, becauft; 
they are defirous of coming to a Rupture ; whereas, if we 

" this Day refolve upon an Enquiry, our Enemies will expcft 
a Change in our Managers, and from thence a Change iq 
our Condu6b, which mufl diminilh, if not deflroy* their 
Hopes of getting any Thing by a War, and may confe- 
quently alter their Inclinations. 

* To tell us. Sir, that the Court of Spiin cantiot, in 9 
peaceable Manner, be brought to agree to fuch particular 
Acknowledgments, and fpecifick Promifes, as they have, by 
their own Condudl, made necefTary for the Satisfaftion and 
Security of this Nation, is to tell us, that they defpife us. If 
this be the Cafe, we can expert no real Peace, notwithfland' 
ingany new Treaty we can make, with them : We muft cr- 
pedt, that aftei* the next Treaty, they will continue to treat 
us as they have done fince the laft. We can expedl nothing 
but repeated Infults and Depredations, till by a vigorous War 
we convince them of their Error, and compel them to alter 
their Behaviour. But this. Sir, is not the Cafe ; they may 
perhaps defpife our Negociators ; but, I am perfnaded, they 
do not, I think they cannot-, defpife the Nation. They may 
hope, that our Fleets and Armies will be bound up in Time 
to come by paQifick Inftruftions, as they have been upon 
fome former Occafions ; but they.know too well the Alacrity 
and Courage both of our Soldiers and Sailors, not to be afraid 
of their being lent againft them with proper Inftrudions :^ 
The beft Thing therefore we can do upon the prefent Occa; 
fion^ js to lay our Negociators u^er a NecefHty of treating 
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pfth tticfn,tipon aFooting different from what they have done ; ^™** '* ^^ ^ 
i oar Mmifters under nNeceility of furniflilng any Flt-eEs or 
irniics, they may hereafter put the Nation to the Expcnce of 
(nding Qutj whh fuch InQru^ffcioos as (hall make them fpread 
Termr, itiftead of Laughter, wherever they come. For this 
Furpofe, the Refolutions firll propofed, are fo far fmm being 
too particular or explicite, that, I think rhey ought to be made 
more i^rttcular and more explic ice. If we ihould add to each 
of theni in expref? Terms ^ that it is the Opinion of thisHoufet 
War ought to be declared agamll Spain, unlefs fu^h a Right 
or Privilege ihould be parcicalarly acknowledged, or linlefs 
fuch a Violation of the Law of Naiionaj or fuch an Infuk 
ihould be ACtooed for, hy punittiiRg or giving up the Authors, 
I do not think we would be in the Icait to blame ; and, with 
regard to the Damage thrit has been done to our Merchants 
and Sea^men, if we ihould appoint a fele^ Committee t» 
tike a pTticubr Account of it^ and toftate thefpediick Sum 
they thought it amounted to, and if we fliould upon their 
Report come to a Refolution, that fuch a j^ifick Sam 
ought to be demanded and peremptorily infilled on, for 
making good that Damage to the SiiiFercrs, I am convinced 
\try few Perfons in this Nation would think we had gone a 
hit too far^ nay, that we had done wifely, by avoiding being 
the Dupes of Spain and the ScoflFof all Europe. 

* However, Sir, lam confident, that as foon asthofe Re* 
fofutiotis are kid before his Majcllyi he will order and em* 
power fbme proper Perfons to examine partScularly into the 
fcveral Depredations that have been committed upon his Sub- 
jt€bf and to ftate the fpcciiick Sum they amount to. I am 
iikewife confident, that in any future Treaty his Majefly 
will infift upon thi=; fpecifick Sum's being immediately paid* 
and upon every other ReparaKon for fatisfying the Honour 
of this Kingdom. Thefe Things, I fay. Sir, I am confident 
his Majeily will infifl: on; at kaft, our Refolucions, in cafe 
we agree to thofe that were fir ft propoled, will, in fome 
Meafure, fliew that they ought to be infixed on, 

' J am furprifed. Sir, to hear his Majefly's Name men- 
tioned in ihcMsnncr it hasbeeft in tivif Debate* His Ma- 
jcfty's Wifdom and Conduit t3 fo well known, that if it were 
pofiible for him to fee every Thing with his own Eyes, and 
to execute every AB. of Govenunent or Power by himfelf, 
without the Jnterpofttion of Mintfter* or ServantSj there 
would be noOccafion for our entering into any Enquiry, or 
coming to any Resolutions. We are not, Sir, fo much as to 
doubt of our Sovereign's Wifdom or ConduG in any Affair 
whatfoever j but, the Wifdom and Conduct of hia Miniilers* 
or Servants we may doubt of, we ought to doubt of it : It is 
what we ought often to enquire into; and, I muft thiivk 
there never was greater Ocuiioii for doubting of it| attd tt>- 



C'>r.:l*:£7^;afu wuL E aooe. je ikcraucri 3 'aeaKacviIj 
^ :i;e Concdidof xs Miuedy'x MiiudBrs ; ant cxbk ^^'■^**^, 
I <K*K:, I jia.v rrcdv' exuBxne inin, szbi ilixiv CEHttDCyWidh 
0u£ ;T:^rui^ mv jiitb CfeicB. I rxucve rhcrr is aa Us in 
Che .un^oom a .ledifuis 3nr rhar izis Majedy wouki iave Iccv 
unce oljuunisi mil ^aninMTrnn and Srmriiyy cicfacr in a 
peaGKLOte W-jlv. or '37 tores, or Anns, :r lie bod aoC been 
miiinmnnfleL and rnnT«ii by AivicCr wbica. bov, I dank, 
^cears 2S joj/e been, none of che mod pnaiciu. ; aad, if Fo- 
flrgne:s have be^jn ai prediiiie,wxiidi I anLaxzaai tfaqr intc, 
chac cur Miniifatn aie weak axid impnuaenc, aod spoi dot 
Fcefumpcica iiave bqgon 3i czac this >iatian in. a kai^kj, 
■oju^ orcontanptiye Manner, cbdr puoi i j ig dpc die 
Fariiamgnc CjndBua :o put an cscfre CoAifi i ^rnr r in die Coo- 
ductof £ick Z^Iiniien, will oat, I am iiiF^ prevail with 
rbcm. 60 alter chcir Gtndirftj wick zcgaid tt> this NaMi, in 
Time CO come. 

' I asi cf Opiiuos, Sir, chat oar Sitnarion, as an Ifland, 
will alwa^rs fiiraidi as wick an Oppoctmutr, if wr kave die 
food Lcdc CO be aoder a prad e at aad wile Adminiftra- 
tirm, for afiiertxng our Rights, in cafe of EBcraacknaits 
from any of oar Neighbom; becaniey while we hold the 
Kilaace of Power in Eorope, we fhaJl always be piorided 
with foch an Opportonity ; and, we can never lofe hoUing 
the Balance of Power in Eorqpe, bat by a long Series of egre- 
gioos Blonden. However, fuppoflng that ourSitDadon does 
not aways famifli as with foch an C^>portanity, i^ as the 
Gentlemen fay, it often does, I cannot comprehend how it 
has haf^ned, that we coald find no foch Of^KHtonjty for 
thefe twenty Years paft { for, every one knows that it is more 
than twenty Years fince the Spaniards firft began to incroach 
upon or invade fome of our Rights or Privileges; and, it muft 
be erantedy that iince they firll began, they have continued 
without any long Intermiffion. I am therefore very fufpi-* 
ciou9, we have of late Years negleded feveral good Oppor- 
tunities for compelling them to fettle all Difputes with us to 
our own Liking; and, from thence, there b, I think, grea: 
Ronfon to fear, that thofe who have negleded paft Oppor- 
tunities, will not make a good \5it, of any future, unle^ we 
Iny ihem under a Sort of Neceflity for fo doing, by the Refo- 
lutions we come to upon this Occafion. 

* In deliberating what we ought to do upon the prefent 
Occafioni we are not. Sir, to coufider, whether the prefent 
Conjuncture be a proper one, for repairing our Wrongs, and 
vindicating our Rights and Privileges. We are to confider 
what Rights and Privileges of this Nation have been iavaded 
b/ Spain, loid what Ixijaries they have done 0^ ia<»ider to 

declaim 



rft/p in what Manner th 

bs'ght to be averted, ^nd ilie latter refentcd,' This we Ere to 
dcr, that; his Miijet^y may from thcDce fee^ the Rights and 
^ri^filcges of his Kiogdom that have been iiivaded, and the 
Knjuriee chat hai^e been done to hk Subjefb ; and that he 
may know what we think oa^ht to be done upon fach an 
OobaJion, His Majelty only n to conlider whether the pre - 
Cent be a feafonable Conjuniiurej for doing what ought to be 
done ; and if it Is. notj he will of courfe confiJer, how it 
comes that the prefent Conjuncture of ACiirs in Europe hap-^ ^ 
pens to h^fo unfavourable for this Nation. This will natu- 
rally niake him reflet upon the late Informations and Ad- 
vices he has received; and if they appear to have been 
wrong, it will make him change his Meufures, and perhaps 
his Councillors* IF hk Majeily ihould, upon Examination, 
£iid, that the ppcfent h not a proper Seafen for iniiiling up- 
on foeb Terms as we ooghc to have, he cannot, by the Re- 
folutions propofed^ or by any Refolucions of this Houfe, be 
obliged to infill peremptorily upon fuch Terms^ nor can his 
Muiiilers be expofed to any Danger, for advifmg him to 
accept of more general Terms, though they may be neither 
fo honourable nor c if e^uaL But it is Hill to be underilood, 
that they had no Hand in rendering the Conjanftare fo un- 
favourable for their Country, nor had neglected to take ad- 
vantage of any preceding Conjundure that was favourable. 
With regard to his M^^jeily, the only Effeft our Refolutions 
can have, wiU be to give him a full and true Information, 
and, T hope, a vvholfome Advice; and, with regard to 
his Minilters, the only Effe^ our Refolutions can have, will 
be to make jt dangerous for them to advife him to accept 
of, or ratify a diOionounble or ignominious Treaty, at a 
Time when the Circumllances of our Affairs both at home 
and abroad, afforded him an Opportunity for infilling upon 
honourable Terms i and lor bodi thefe Purpolcs, I muil 
think the Relblutions iirtt propoftd will be much more effec- 
tual than the Re Col at Ion propofed by the honourable Gen tic - 
nan^s Amendment, 
« I mufl gi^nt, Sir, that if a Motion were to be made 
this Houle, for an immediate Declaration of War, I 
bould be a gain 11 agreeing to fuch a Motion ; becaule, I 
ally believe the Affurs of Europe are^ at prefent, in a State 
Dot very favourable for this Nation ; but 1 mutt fay, I am 
of Opinion, it is pretty much owing to our own Condudlr. 
I am afraid it will be found, tliat for many Years our Neigh- 
bours, the French, have had the Art to make us fall put 
with Spain whenever they had a Mind ; and after they had 
fet the two Nations by the Ears together, they have had 
Authority enough, to make ns carry on the War in fuch 






a Jfanner, an^ agrtf to an Accommodation upon fuch Tci- 
as they were plealcd to prefcribe. By this Management 
Spaniards have found, that they can expe^ nothing from 
our Frieadihipj nor need fear any Thing from our Enmity ; 
which has b^en the chief Canfe of their infulting Behaviour 
towards 135, and will always, while it fubfifts, produce the 
fame Eflfed; ; and by the fame Management, 1 am afraid» 
our Charafer has been fo much lefiened ac all iheCouru of 
EurapCj that none of them are now fond of an Alliance 
with u?^ nor ready to give us their Afliftance. If I have 
been rightly informed, even our good Allies the Dutch begin 
to look cool upon us ; for I have been told that an Appli^ 
cation was lately made to them, to join with ns againft Spain, 
and that they anfwered coolly, ' If Spain pretends to do us an 
Injury ,we know how to right ourfelves without your Afllllance/ 
Whether this be trdt* or nor, our Minifters know mudi bitter 
than I can pretend to i but if it is, I muft from thence conclude^ 
we have not an Ally in Europe, we could truft to for Af- 
fiftance^ in Cafe of a War i and therefore I mull concludet 
that the pre fen t is a very unfeafonable Conjuncture, for us to 
declare War again ft Spain ; becaufc we cannot forefee wliat 
AiEllsncc they might, k fuch a Cafe, meet with, front 
feme of the other Powers of Europe, efpecially from thofc 
who are naturally no great Friends to this Nation. How- 
ever, Sir, OUT agreeiDg to the Refolutions firft propofed, can 
have no other Effe<5t, than to fliew his Majefty what we 
think ought to be done ; and as our coming to fuch Refolutions 
will be an Argument for convincing our old and natural AU 
lies, that the Nation has at laft got out of its Leading Strings, 
as the Refolutions of Parliament will have greater Weighty 
and will be more conBdcd in, th'an ihc Refolutions of 
any of his Maje fly's other Councils , our coming to fuch 
Refolutions, may probably rellorc our Character at foreigo 
Courts, and enable his Majefty to bring about fuch an A\* 
teration in the Affairs of Europe, as will furnifli m with a 
good Opportunity for rcfenting the Injuries we have met 
with, and for vmdicating and afTcrting every one of the 
Rights or Privileges of the Nation^ that has ktcly been in- 
vaded, or any way incroaehed on. 

* I am extremely fiirprizedj Sir, to hear the leafl Infinua- 
tion made, that we ought always to approve of what 
uppcars to be the Sentiments of his IMajefty's Minifters, m 
that we ought, upon all Occafions, to fpeak their $enfe on!y. 
To eilablim this, as a Rule for our Conduet, would be fudi 
a Difgi^acej as, I hope^ this Hoofe will never incur. I 
have fo good an Opinion even of this Parliament, that I can- 
not imagine we will approve of 0kk Maa^im ; bccauic^ uo 
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icFt acEt iMCii^ SIC fgarnrg aazc ciis x£c*,iicaa oc ^^ 
hziST^ xad ZBt Vh .lorTiEi 53£ AitsiLiiira cc :j:.£ lirrsr ^ic 
besE iZ, I ^2^1 i-ac 117 ttt ^ T i e csLT, irorcT^ c^' iv 2&e 
fanner ; je:; i^raig i Cccne jt ij sa^j Yss^, :: i» acC 

prodflCc£ lic jfis-T • ^ r . !"* ! : . * n sic v ■"o-.rct ^ Sraii, v.dfc 

trarr, I bfcjere g ag r-nn ^ rfg e: daem a ciciiac cicir la* 
f-IrT 2Skd DepRSLSQos I: ii acrqu c c scv i:^i Tiae m 
OS tD aJKT a=rM»od, 1:1 osaer :o cccT^Boe c::^ Spizijir^ 
»«y vciinrr ticpes Skcr staj ksvc oc bed:^ dill abee s> 
amdr cor M^^-^rrs, zagj an ao ^oc^ i^^r« tor beii^ 
able, eren wiu tee AriawT of fido&a Miastfcn* cd a- 
xn::ae a Bcidik PsrliBuneBC 

« Haiiag uki ukk mach. Sir, I ikiil obilenne, Ou:« if we 
confickr dK bft %iuuih MoDoruI, and tbe£jjk;n:utts for uk 
Service of the cnTtiing Year, we ihall &tti, in my Opir.icQ^ 
aa incfiftible AfgaaKOC for ooming co the aoft vigo^^>^$ Rcio- 
lntioos apoo the pcdeot Ooaiioa. By the Ud Sp^r.i*h Me- 
iBorial it appeaxs, due the Qnt of Spain aie as ^u' (lom 
yielding to giaiit as cisiier Satis&dioQ or Securicy ina peace- 
I i 2 aUt 
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able Way, as ihcj were fcvcn Years «go ; and yet, by th^ 
Eflimates for the enfaing Year, it appears that we have no 
Defign to feek for it in any other Way. It is an old Maxim 
in Treaty- making, that the beft Method of treating is to 
treat Sword in Hand. We have been treating for thA eight 
or nine Years, without Sword in Hand, and the £vent has 
fhewn the Mifbke we have been gnilty of ; for, by what I can 
find, we are not now fo near our Purpofe, as we were when 
we firft began ; becaofo our Complaints, and confequently 
oar Demands, increafe daily, and the more they increafe, 
the more difficult we (hall find it to obtain full Satisfa^ion. 
It was therefore in my Opinion high Time for us, at the 
Beginning of this Seffion, to think of altering our Method of 
Treating : It was high Time for us to think of putting our- 
felves in a Conditibn to treat Sword in Hand^; and for this 
Reafon, I was furprifed to find, by the Eftimates for thi9|en- 
fuing Year, that no more than 10,000 Seamen were de- 
manded for that Service. I expeded that 20,600 Seamen at 
lead would have been demanded ; nay, if 30,000 had been 
demanded, I fhonld'have been for agreeing to it ; becaufe, I 
think even that Number may be uicfiiUy employed. But as 
no greater Number has been demanded, than what is 
ufoal in Tin^e of Peace, I am from thence convinced, that 
our Minifters'have no Thoughts of altering their Method of 
Treating ; which I think it is our Duty to oblige them to 
do ; but we never Can do it by agreeing to the Amendment 
propofed by the honourable Gentleman. Therefore, I hope 
' the Amendment will be difagreed to, in order that the Quef- 
tibn may be put, and agreed to, upon the feveral Refolutions 
that were firft propofed.' 

Edward Wortlcy Montague, Efq; fpokc to the following 
EfFed: 

Sir, • • 

* As I do not pretend to know the prefent Views of the 
Spanifh Courts nor the Opinion they have of this Nation, I 
fhall not take upon me to determine which of the two Pro- 
pofitions made to us, will be mod effedual for procuring that 
Remedy and Relief the Petitioners pray for. I am afraid nei- 
ther of them will prove efFeftual : Nay, I doubt much, if an 
Order or Refolution for 20,000 Seamen for the Service of the 
cnfuing Year, or even the fitting out a formidable Squadron, 
with Firefhips, Bomb-ketches, and all other Utenfils of War, 
would procure fuch a Satisfedlion or Security from that Na- 
tion, as we ought to infift on ; for they have of late feen 
us fit outfo many expenfive and hoftile -like Squadrons, with- 
out any hoftilc Intention, that, I believe, they will not now 
think we are in earneft^ till titey not only fee our Squa- 
drons, 



drons, but feel thrEffe£U of the Orders tKat have been given 
lo fuch Sqaadrom. I believe a Bhcirl^ Scju^dron fenc inio 
the Meditermnean, and another into tlic Well-lcdics, with 
fuch Orders as that Briciih Squadron had which was fent into 
the Mediterranean in the Year 1718, would foon make 
them feel the Effc& of Britifti Refentment j find, would 
prove more eileflual than any P^efoJution now propofed, or 
2ity Rei'o!utton we can come to. 

* But, Sirp if this Nation fliould be put to any fuch Expence, 
by the ObiUnacy of the Spanifh Court, 1 hope that Ex pence 
will be added to the other Demands we have upon that Na- 
tion ; for whatever Man or Nation refufcs to fatisfy a juft 
J>einiDd, ought to be loaded with the ColU and Charges^ 
iirfiicb the other Parry is ncceffarily put to, in recovering 
what b due to him- Therefore I hope I (hali never hear 
any Gpictrroan in this Houfe pretend to charge thatExpence 
opoa fliis Nation as a new Debt ; nor will it, 1 hope, prevent 
our I^Lying off any Part of the old, 

* 1 muft confefs. Sir, that I believe the prefcnt Conjunci* 
tore of Affairs in Europe to be a very unfavourable one for 
this Nation ; and, I believe fo^ becaufe I iind the honourable 
Gentleman J who propofed the Atnendment, fo much afraid 
of oor doing any thing, that may tend to involve the Nation 
in a War with Spain. Thofc Fears muft either proceed 
from a Conicioufnefs of the bad State of Affairs abroad^ or^ 
from a Confcioufnefs of the Weaknefs of this Nation, when 
compared with the fuperior Power of the Kingdom of Spain ; 
for, I am fure, no Gentleman that knows him^ can fuppofc 
them to proceed from any natural Pufillanimity of his own, 

* Now, $ir, as neither he, nor ^ny Man elfe, can fuppofe 
the Power of Spain any way fuperior to the Power of thi^ Na- 
tion; tberefore^h is Fears mull: proceed from hts being confcious, 
that the prefcnt Conjuncture of Affairs in Europe is not a fa- 
vourable one for us ; and, as I mull fuppofe, from the Sta- 
tion he is in^ that he is fully apprifed how Affairs lland a- 
broad i therefore, upon the Credit of his Judgment, I believe 
they are at prefent in a Situation very unlucky for this Na- 
tion ; but this i^ fo far from being a Reafon for our not com- 
ing to vigorous Refoldtions, that I think it a good Reafon for 
our coming to more vigorous Rclolutions, and Eefolutions of 
a more domellick Nature, than any yet propofed ; for the 
AlFaip of Europe can never be brought into a bad Situation 
for us, without fomc Mifmanagemcntof our own ; and if 
weare, by our own Milrnansgement, brought into fuch 
Difficulties, that we mu ft fufier the moil cruel Utage, with- 
out daring to fhew a proper Refentment, I do not think it 
VOuM be prudent 1ji us, who are the Reprcfenativ^s of the 

People, 



M 256 ) 
^}1:J^'^ People, I ck> not think it would be oonfiftent with the Duqr 
we owe to oar Soveirigny to traft entirely, for oar Ddire* 
ranee, to thofe who had, by their BlindoeiSy IgDorance^ of 
WickednefSf led us into the Mire. 

* What Reaibns the Spaniards may have for ti ea tin g ns in 
fuch a Manner, or what Reafons we may have Ux fufiering 
fuch Treatment, and for faiF<?ring it (6 long, I do not know{ 
but to me. Sir, the ti^-o Nations feem to have entiielf 
changed Conditions fince the Year 1667. As I have had 
a particular Opportunity, for making myfelf acqoaintt^ 
with the Tranfadions between Spain and us aboot that 
Time, I maft let you know. Sir, that at the Timt of iec- 
tiing the Treaty, which was that Year concluded betwtsB 
the two Nations, and for fbme Time before, we treated the j 
Spaniards in the fame Manner, in which, I believe, they ! 
now treat ns. Our Ships in the American Seas, onder ibme 
Pretence or other, plundered or made Prisse of almoft cverjr 
Spanifh Ship they met with in thofe Seas. The Spaniards 
juflly complained of this Treatment, and, by their Miniftcr 
here, prefented feveral Memorials to our Court upon, the 
Subject. Our Court did not pretend to juftify foch Depte^ 
dations, but pretended Ignorance, and that they would or- 
der Satis^^ion as foon as the Complaints coakl be enqmred 
into. In the mean Time, to keep the Spaniards eafy, and 
to amufe their Court, Orders were ifTued to ear Governors, 
and to the Commanders of our Ships of War, ia the Weft 
Indies, exprefly enjoining them to forbear all foch Depre- 
dations or Hostilities for the future. Thefe Orders were 
fliewn to the Spanifh Minifter here, and were fent to our 
rcfpeftive Governors, and. Commanders of Ships in the Weft 
Indies ; but at the fame Time private Letters were difpatch- 
cd to thofe Governors and O^manders, not to regard the 
Orders fent them, but to follow fuch Orders, as they fhouM 
from Time to Time receive from our Governor of Jamaica ; 
lb that the Depredations were continued, notwienftanding 
the Orders of our Court to the contrary. I believe, if the 
Court of Spain now fends any Orders to the Weft Indies, 
they play the fame Game upon us ; but the Difierence is, 
that our treating them in this Manner, continued but a very 
fhort while, and they were in no Condition to refent the 
Injury; whereas their treating of us in this Manner, has 
continued ten Times as long, notwithftanding our being, the 
whole Time, in a Condition to revenge ourtelvcs. 

* This, Sir, is a Circumftance which very much alters the 
Cafe ; and, fince we have fb long made ufe of our perfua- 
iive Power in vain, I think it is high Time for us to begki 
to think of making ufe of our compulfive Power, and to 

take 
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iM ^ 1^ >flr fi^fe^ I » tee dn fidWMM te hm 
piupofed £39 lUYc DOiir ; and tfoercibfc, I cuneC ipCi n it. 
Tbea, Sir, wiA wtpt4 m i^ RefalMtwns frt fitfofal^ ai 
1 lb not knur, bat ticf msf hxMc §(mm ^SsEt^ lid dpe^ 
I tiittfy is J jvpe ibey «3L be Allowed b^ Ionic other Rdb- 
luticNii of 2 dl^crent NaCurCf I am tberelbfc ibr tgfceii^ to 
tbera ; aad for dus Rca-Cbo, ihaH ^yc my K^fccivc to tbe 

/US£Slllflldlt . 

Sevcsal other Mem ben fpoke iipo^ chb Queflion, boC 
havsog gtftTi tbe TFTo^ jnatmal ArgumeDC% ut fhill omic their 
Specc^oi bat the Qucftioa upon the Amendment beiag p^,. 
it mi:b carded. 

Mafse^ |o, 1758, Mr. Aldeniian Periy reported thefatd 

RelblatioD, as it paiTed amended in the Coznmicc^. to the 

Hoaic 5 cpois whidi Sir John Barnard, Mr* Polteney, Sir 

Williani Windham^ and feveral other Member u^re for re- 

tommitdjig k ; and a Debate enfued^ m which the fame 

Argnuiencs on both Sidei, with very little Alcerationj were 

advanced : We ihall not, therefore, trouble the Reiider with 

lljmaiing chent. But the Quell ion for recommitting the Ee- 

EPblticion being put, the iame was carried in the Negative. 

The fame Day, upon a Motion of Mr, Alderman Perry 

from the faid Committee, it was lefolved^ 

That an humble Addrefs be prelented to hii Majelly, 
humbly befeeching hJs Majefty^ to ufc his Royal Endeavoun 
with his Otholick Majeily, to obtain efRr^fcuaj Relief for 
his injured Subje^, and to convincie the Court of Spain» 
that, how deilrous foever hii M»jeliy may be to prcfcrve a 
good Correfpondencc and Am it)' betwixt the two Crowni 
(which can only fubfift by a ftriti ObfeririiriOe of thetr mutu- 
al Treaties, and ajuil Regard to ihc Rights and Privile^ei 
belonging eo each other) hk Majefly can no longer fufFer 
fuch cofiftant and repeated Infult^ and Injuries to be carried 
on^ to the Oiihonoor of his Crown, and to the Ruin of his 
trading Subjef^a ; and to ;Liriire his Majelly, that^ in cafe hts 
Royal and Friendly InlLanceSj for procuring JuHicCi and for 
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^ Cc afiircid, I mil rrs'tr cdie of 

** t», hAr^'.TA^ taac arc £=. ot Power, to 

^ dfti Sfltiffii^ja to Bj irprcd Snfcfrfti^ and fer 

^ S^Ksricjr of ckeir Trade and Ka:ri^ttioD^ I 

^ Donbt, boTfoa wijl ^ifxirt mc, with 

^ foe.. M^'cref, as, ui ParfoaDoe of joor Advice^ I nay 

^ be neceffoaied to cake, for the Honour of wj Crowa 

^ and Kf ngdomsy and die Rights of 1117 Ftopfe^** 

MM* ««vw o« The next Debate we (hall giTe an Account o^ k dot 
t'^Ti!JSi ^V*'^ <^ Petition of the hhaiahamen of Raw Silk and 
M*«r«« Mohair, and of Needle-work Buttons, which was piefented 

to the lioufe, March 3, and fee fordi, 

* That Raw Silk and Mohair, employed in makii^ Bat- 
' * ton- holes, being Commodities that are.purchafed in Tur- 

* key, anc^ other fbreign Parts, in Exchange for the Woollen 
' and other Manufactures in the Kingdom ; the P^liament, 

* for the grenter Encouragement of the Cbnfumption of the 
' fuid Omitnodiciefi, had pafied an A^ in the Seventh of 

* Jiiii hitc Majcdy, incitled, A A£i for emphr^ag tht Ma- 

* wtfeUiurtrt^ and encouraging the Confwi^tiat of JtofW 

* Hf/k wtii Mohair t hy prohibiting the ^wearing ^ Bt^itm- 

* and Hutton- holes made of Cloth^ Serge, and other Stuffs, 
* ' 111 Conftqucncc of which, and other A£b of the like Ten- 

* (lrncy» iiuny Thoufnnds of Families were preparing Silk, 

* Mulmir, Yarn, and Thread employed in making of But- 

* toiM and Button-holes with the Needle. Bat that in £va- 
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imn, and coatmry to tht fncecdon of die Ciid A£t» great 
Quai^Uiie? of Siu£ utade of Harfe'halr, or mis^d tbrre- 
with, hsvf bceo btdy wove in mrrow Breadths or Slips^ 
and u(ed only ibr niaklng and binding of Buttons aiJii 
Batton hoks^ to the great Detrunenc und [ippovenihiDg 
of m^ay Tlvouiatidf» who had no other Way of fubfiJling 

* btJt by working of Buttons aiid Button -holes with t}m 
' ^eedle^ and Prejudice of the Woolkti MaDufa£lnj-f« of 

* the Kingdom* And thercJoxe the Peiitioiiers prayed ihac 

* the Hoyfe woc^ld giv^ Leave tJiat a. BUI be brought in, ro 

* expbin the faid A&, and that thel^etitj oners be relieved 

* in fudi Manner as to the Houk (tSll (tem m€tC 

Tho' this Debate was not of io pubUc a Nature aj tho& 
\vc have aljieady give a ; yet, as it Ihevvcd the Senfe of the 
flpufc upon a very iipportant Pointy we ihall give the Hea- 
der a conceded View of the whole Argutnciita and Proceed- 
ings upon this BeII. 

This Petition bemg referred to the Confideration of a 
Committee, March 19, Mr. Cholnioiidlcy made the Report 

--from the faid Cnmmittee, and Leave was given to bring in 
a Bill according to the DeGre of the Petition^ The Bill was Bill bMOfhtb upon 
accordingly prefeoted, and read for the firil Time on the ^ '^^'^ 
24.th of March, and ordered a feoond Reading; but before 
it came to a fecond Readings fcveral Petitions were prefent* P«tiuoii*£4iiftlt» 

, ed from the Manufatlurers and Dealers in Woven Biittons, 

i praying to be heard by Counfel ?.gainl^ the Bill ; tlip Defires 
of which Peti:ioner5 were granted^ and the Petitions ordered 
to lie upon the Table until the Bill was read a &cond Time ; 
ai were alfo Petitions from the Mannfadiircrs and Traders 
in th^ Needle -work Buttons in the feveral Towns in England, 
cxpreffing their Appr^henfions that the general Trade of the 
Kingdom would be nfieQcdj and the Exports of the Wool- 
ly a:id oiher Manafsdlureii to Turky greatly dccrcafcdj and 
mat^y Thou fan ds of themfelves reduced to great Indigence j jf 
the Caid Bill did not pai3 into a Law, 

Jprii 10, The Bill was read a ie con d Time, and Coiinfel 
being heard both for the Bill and itgatnft It, and feveral 
Witneiles examined, the Bill was committed, and all who 
came to the Cotnmittee were to have Voles. 

j^prtl 18. Mr. Cholmondley reported from the Committeej 
that they had found the Allegations in die Bill true ; upon 
which the BjIU ^vith the Amendments made ia the Com- 
mittee were ordered to be cngroiTed. 

jiptii 25. The BiU was re^d a third Time, and the Que- 
Hion being put if it fhould pa&, 

^ Henry Tcjc, Efq; fppke as follows : 

i Sir, 

* I don't Jland up to oppofe thb Bill fiom any Confidera- ut»f r*if I 
tiofn how far particular Pcrfons may be aflfcftcdfljy iti 1?a\fe> 
VoL.V. Kk t^% 
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^""^i'Ja*^ "* ^"* ^"^^ • Convi&ion that, inftcad of its bring of rcJ >2r- 
vicc to the Commerce or ManafactiiTn cf nie Kingo^or^ jf 
it paflrt into a Law, it miy do han to both. I hzre iiKrd 
thfr WiinclF t both for and againfi the Bill examined'; I ws 
likewife prefent when the Couniel on both Sides V2s asxji 
at tlic Bar of die Houfe ; and by what I codd gziber fnca 
flu; Kvidtiice of the one and the Pleadings of the odier. the 
Pradice of weaving Buttons can never prevent anj dF tif 
vofjd C>>nfequence8 that were intended*by the fcrci^ Ac& of 
P:irli;<nierjt, in favour of tise Confomptien of Raw Si^k and 
Mohair, from being ^ffeAual ; and that the Macniadzre 
which the Bill as intended to deflroy, ought to leoeire the 
rreateft Kncouragement from the Legiuatore. Thcreibir, 
bir, till I hear better Reafons in Support of this Bii] than 
any J have yet lieard, I mull be againft our paffing it into a 
1^1 w.* 

lie was anfwered by Mr. Cholmondlcy, ju follows : 
Sir, 

4 Wr, chgl»oii4- • « I have the Misfortune to differ fo much from the honoor- 
able Gentleman who fpoke laft, that I think, if ever any 
Bill of thi!» Kind deferved the Encouragement of the Legifla- 
ture, the prefent does. I think it is generally allowed that 
one of the Ch ira^lers of a beneficial 1 rade, is, when a Na- 
tion exports of its Manufactures and native Gmnmodities for 
fuch Gcxxls as receive a further ManuBiduring in that Na- 
tion. Former Parliaments feem to have been fo (eniible, 
that the Importation of Raw Silk and Mohair was of the 
gre.'tti-il Advantage to the Nation, by increafing the Export 
of «jur Woollen and other Manufactures, that few Branches 
of Tr;ide have met with greater Encouragement from the 
Legiflature, than the making of Buttons and Button-holes 
with the Needle. So far bnck as the 14th Year of Charles 
the Second, this Houfe thought a Petition from the Mann- 
fadlurers of wrought Buttons and Button-holes fo worthy their 
Confideration, that an Ad was paffed. Prohibiting the Im- 
portation of foreign Buttons and Needle-work, under the 
Penalty of fifty Pounds, and Forfeiture of the Goods fo pro- 
hibited The Petition, Sir, that gave Rife to that Aft, was 
prefcnted to the Houfe, on the very Motive, that gave Oc- 
cafion to the Bill now before us ; which was the Relief of 
gfeat Numbers of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom, who 
gained their Living, and had been able to relieve their indi- 
gent Neighbours, and fct on work many poor Children, by 
their Skill and E>exterity in this Manufacture ; and who were 
in Danger to have been all ruined by the Praftice, then in- 
troduced, of importing foreign Buttons and Button-holes into 
the Nation. 
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' In tlie tentJi Year of King WiUiam, the Ttiientidfi of iht 
A6b> tn favour^ of this Manufaflarc, hzd been fo i 
fruftrateifl by the miking and wearing Buttons made of 
of Qoth^ CiHiblec* and other Stiifb, that Nambers 

poor People employed in manufadtinng Buttons with the 
Needle were thrown upon their rcfpefUve PaTtfties : This in- 
duced the Legiflature to pafs tin Act juH of the fame Nature 
ivjtii that now under our Coofideration i by which, Buctons 
of Cloth^ or any of the StuS of which wearing Appa- 
Ls ufWlly made, were prohibited. But as this Ait did 
HOC extend to Button holes, in the Eighth Year of Queen 
Anne an AB pafied^ which took notice, that the Intention 
of the lait Aii had been of late, in a great Meafare, ren- 
dered inefiedual by an artificial and unfotefeen Prailioe of 
making and binding Button -holes with Cbth, Serge, and 
nther Stuffs, to the utter Ruin of Numbers of Families, 
Therefore, Button -holes as well as Button^^ made of, or 
bound With fuch StulF?, were prohibited tinder the Penalty of 
five Poundi per Dozen- on the Taylor, Seller, or Maker of 
^ny foch Buttons or Button-holes fo prohibited. But this 
A£i, Sir, proving no more effcftual than the former A6ts I 
have mentionedj for anfwering the good Intentions of Parlia- 
ment, an Ad was made in the fourth Year of his late Ma- 
jerty, by which all Clothes and wearing Garments made 
with Buttons and Button- holes, prohibked by the former 
A^, were liable to be forfeited and leized, except where 
the Gothes were made of Velvet. It might have been rea- 
Ibna bly hoped. Sir, after fuch Precautions taken by Parlia* 
mcnt, that the good Ends propofed by the feveral Ads I 
have mentioned would have been no longer eluded ; but in 
the feventh Year of his late Majefty fome further Regulations 
on this Head vvere found abfolutely neceflary. Some Gen* 
tlemcn who are prefeot may remember, that at that Time 
the only Method that* could be thought of for that Purpofe, 
was to extend the Penalty to ihe Wearer of fuch prohibited 
Bcittons and Button holes, as well as to the Maker and Tay- 
lor* This gave Occafion for pa fling the Ad in titled. An 
Ad for employing the Manufadurer^, and encouraging the 
Confumption of Raw Silk and Mohair Yarn, by prohibiting 
Buttons and Button-holes made of Cloth, Serge^ or other 
SoiiB^ And by this Ad a Penaky was bid upon the Perfon 
who wore fuch prohibited Buttons and Button-holes, This 
A&., for fome Time, had a very good ESrd, and the Ma- 
nufadyrers, from liie Encouragement which the Parliament 
has given them from Time fo Time, have made a great 
many Improvements in their Trade, and brought it to tich a 
Pcrfc^ion, that they are able not only to fupply this Nation, 
but ejcport coniiderable Quantities of them to foreign Parts, 
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^^^ int^ "' ^ ***» *^''» ^o*«r Chara^er of a good Tride is anfwcted 
by this ManufaAore, which is, the mana&6turing and im- 
proving, in order for a Re-exportation, a Commodity that is 
imported. Therefore, Sir, this Aft dcfcrves the Counte- 
nance of the Legiflatnre as much, if not more, than any 
Adt relating to our ManufaAures, that has pafied this Hooft 
for fomeYean: FirH, as it tends to take off large Quanti- 
ties of a ftaple Commodity of this Nation ; and, fccondly, 
as it adds to our Exports : Both which in a Nation that fub- 
fifts by Commerce are of the greateft Confcquencc. 

* But, Sir, befidcs the Advantages I have already men- 
tioned, it is eafy to make it appear that the Encouragement 
given to this M.^na^du^'e is a confiderablc Eafe to the landed 
Intereft. I could name. Sir, many Places of the Kingdom, 
where the Poor, if not employed in this Minufa6kare^ 
muft be either thrown upon their refpedkive PariflieS, or 
obliged to beg their Bread. I dare fay, Sir, that in the 
feveral Town« and Cities from which Petitions havfc come 
before this Houfe in favour of the Bill, there are no fewer 
than 140,000 Inhabitants who are incapable to get their 
Bread in ary other way than by applying to this Bafinefs. 
For, give me leave to obferve, that in this Manafa6bure, 
therw' is one thing peculiar, which is, that there are few In- 
firmities either of Age or Sicknefs, that difable the Mana- 
fadurers from applying themfelves to fome Branch of it, 
either in twifting the Yarn, making the Molds, or fewing 
the BiHtons ; befides many other fmaller Arts that are &b- 

^ folntely neceflary for carrying it on. This, Sir, may be the 
JReafon wliy fo great Numbers are employed in this Manu- 
facture, and why fome Traders have found their Account in 
employing all their Stocks, which often are very confiderable, 
that Way. 

* Having thus laid before you, Sir, the Advantages arifing 
to this Kingdom from the carrying oft and improving this 
Manufafture, I Ihall beg leave to trouble the Houfe with a 
few V\'ords more, with regard to the Difcouragement 
which it mufl- meet with, if this A6t fhould not pais. The 
late Pradice of weaving Silk and Mohair in Looms, for the 
making of Buttons and Button-holes, is but in a very few 
Hands, when compared with the Numbers who get their 
Bread by the Needle-work Manufacture, and, if encouraged, 
may, in a fliort Time, quite fruftrate the Intentions of the 
former Ads relating to this Affair. Thofc BMtotis that 
are covered with Slips wrought in the Loom, not beiflg dif- 
tinguifhable from thofe covered with Shreds of C^mblet or 
other Stuffs, cannot fail of encouraging that Pradice, which, 
as the Aft of the 7th Year of his late Majcfly is ftill in 
Force, may put the Subjeds to vcfy great Inconveniendes. 

For 
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brlnitacce, if a Genclctnan IhoulJ employ a roguifh Ta^Iof 
I make him a Sate of Cloaths, and the Taybr, inilead of 
ivmg him BuUoBs either made wich the Needle, or woven in 
Ke Looiii^ ihall give him thofe covered with Shreds of Cam* 
>l or other Stuffs ; In fuch a Gate, the GeniJeman, Sir, 
liable to a Penalty, tho* qaite ionocent of j^ny Intentioii 
> break thb Aft of Parliament; fo that. Sir, this Pra£Uce 
we^tving Buttons is rK>i onlf fubjefl to ihc Inconvenience 
[fpeak of» but gives a Handle to intolerable Impofitions and 
fiaods that may be pmAifed by Tr.^.dcfmcn. We had a 
emarkable Inilance, Sir» how eafily this Fraud may bs 
^ifcd, in the Evidence given in at the Bar of thti 
[foufc, by fome of the prlncipit Witneflcs broaght to fup* 
m the Argnmcnta of the Counfel againft ihc Bill. When 
i Parcel of Buttons was laid before themj fome wovcA ill 
Loom, others made of Shreds of Camblet and othef 
ch Stuifit, tho' it was preccixded that the one might be eafily 
linguiihed Irom the other, yet none of the Evidences 
ould poiTibly fay which was the one or which was the other, 
ill they had looked to that Part of the B4ittoii that b 
ved to ihe Coat i and not even then without great DiMcul- 
for ibme of them were obliged to go to the Light, in 
der to view them more narrowly, im after all fome of 
hem were millaken^ and others could not po^nvely dif-' 
tingtiifti them. If it was fo h: rd. Sir, for thefe Evidences, 
who are thcmfelves Maniifadurcrs and Dealers in woven 
fiu££ons» how hard mufl it be to me^ or another Man who 
knows nothing of the Matter f But, Sir^ befides this Incon- 
venience to particular Perfons, fuch a Practice mult foon 
very mucb affed; the Trade of the Nation. The Pra^ice 
of making Buttons of Shreds of Stuff will in a OiQrt Time 
become common amongft our lower and m idling Sort of 
People, and do great Prejudice both to the Exportation of 
Woollen Manufadtures, and to the numerous Dealers in 
Kecdk-work Buttons at Home : By diminifhing the Demand 
Ibr raw Silk and Mohair, we diminifh the Exports of our 
Woollen Goods ; ajad by cncourageing woven Buttons, we 
endanger the Sale of the Commodities in foreign Markets ; 
isid thereby we may diminiih another Branch of our Exports. 
tcr, Sir^ let us fuppofc that a foreign Dealer gives Com- 
jnlfFion to his Factor here for a Parcel of Buttons i the 
Fa&>r, cither through Ignorance or Defip, fend* him But- 
tom c&v^tcd with Shreds of Camblet or other Stuff", inftead 
of Buttons woven in the Loom* Is it not pliin. Sir, that 
foch a Pra£tke mu ft foon prove the Ruin of this Branch of 
Trtdc, and intirely fmk the Credit of thofe who deal in it iii 
foreign Markets ? But this. Sir, is not the only bad Con- 
^tiencc that will attend our not paHing this Bill into a 

Law. 
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F<r =1 :::« P.-cisz:^ cf rjc A± cf :at icdi of Xing 
W._L ;^, re It:* liiz ir^ j—brcni firis of W^orkcn aw 
»Kii.-.£ii :c be e=f u:7k: ir prrpirjiig ie XS^zinials fcr.] 
jBrwi..".g :i;e3 ::cr5. Tiicre^^bce, S^. I I'gTC br all die 
Il::>3 cf gccd ?c-.icT, w« arr ocLiged ca xcad cLc Tntco- 
tx.c3 cf fcrixser Pirliic*«£:j iz ^y^^it cf ::2iis Mannfaftore^ 
bjr paCr.g tee Bill Cflw before is I: Ji^ alreicr anpkyyed 
l^cat ?«r: of cur Time ciiis Scgn??, arc evfrr Siep made ia 
X has bc^ taken opoa toe moz cur^-e Deiibeiatioo, and 
afttr wcigoicg all the GxiKqjeDces that can attend it of 
tytry Kind. Bj pa£cg iifs A<x, iie co no more than 
iovmtf Pariiamencs wouI:l hare doce, h^d the Inamventeiicy 
complained of been forefetn at the 1 iae of pafling the 
ieveral Ad% I iLive mectioced ; and in nocpaffing it, lam k 
afraid all their Intentions, in Evoar of this Muiu£i&uie, I 
may be rendered ineffedual.* . \ 

He was anfwered to the following UStSt, by Henry ^ 
^ Archer, Efq; 
Sir, 
I^.Arcto. * 1 ^all readily agree with the honourable Gentleman 

who fpoke laft, that the Manufa&ure now under our Con- 
fiderarion is of very great Confequence to the Trade of this 
Kingdom, and that it has from Time to Time met with great 
Encouragement from the Legiflature. Therefore, Sir, if I 
thought that the good Ends propofed by former Parliaments 
had Dcen rendered inefFeAual, and that our pafiing the 
prcfcnt Bill could render them more effeflual, I ihould be 
far from oppofing it. But, on the other Hand, as I am 
perfuaded that it can no way anfwer that Purpoie, and 
at the fame time, that it tends to do a manifeft Injudice to 
mnny of his Majefty's Subje^s in their private Properties^ 
I (hall beg Leave to give my Reafons why I think jnyiHf 
obliged to oppofe it. 

Tb« 
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|T1ie Ddigti of the Encouragemeot, wHich the Minn- 
Eiring of Raw Silk aod Mohair Into Buttons and Btitton- 
cs has met with, W35 pr iiicipally> as the honourable Gen- 
(inn who fpoke bft feemed to allow, to increafe the Ex- 
po rtition of our Woollen Manufactures: Therefore, Sir, I 
t -ih : h undeniably follows, that if the Manufadiiring of 
i_ :r;$ by weaving them in the Loom^ confunics as much 
-Hii'iV Silk and Mohair as working them Needkways, it cf- 
:ffefta illy anfwen the chief End propofed by formei^ACts of 
^arli^ment that relate to this Mnnufa'&ure, Biit by the 
JltfEnner in which the honourable GentkmaJi reafois on this 
ilcadj onefhouUl be apt to think that thefe A£ts retrained 
thw Manufafture to be carried on by the Needle alone, and 
laid a Prohibition upon all other Methods of improving it. 
^t thb. Sir, is a Cdnfequence that can never be admitted 
Ay any one who either looks into thefe particular A ^s, or 
tmderftandi the Nature of our Laws in general. If thefe 
'Words Needle and Needle- work occur in thefe A&, it can 
Ijc for no other Reafon but becaufe no other Words were 
known at that Time to exprefs the Manner of in an u figur- 
ing of Raw Silk and Mohair into Buttons- Had the Prac- 
tke of weaving them in the LDom been at that Time known, 
X think we have not the leafl Reafon to doubt that the fame 
Ada would have regarded that Manner of excrcifing this 
Art, as well as the other by the Needle, So that. Sir, I 
humbly conceive, if it can be proved, Firftj That not a Icfs, 
but rather a greater Quantity of Raw Silk and Mohair is 
confumcd by the Loom Manufacturers, than by the Needle- 
workers : Secondly, That there is no Weight in the ho- 
nourable Gentleman-s Argument drawn from the great 
Numben of Hinds employed in the Needle- work Manufac- 
ture : And lailly. That the Dealers in the Loom Manu- 
fa^ure have in Proportion exported greater Quantities of 
their Goods than the Needle- workers have done ; I f^ty. Sir, 
if thefe three Points can be made appear, as I Ihall under- 
take to do, than the Arguments advanced in favour of this 
Bill mult fall to the Ground. \ 

* The Gentlemen who were prefcnt when the Witnefles 
againfl the Bill were examined at the B^ir of this Houfe, maf 
remember^ that it appeared by fome of them who had weigh- 
ed the Materials employed in covering a Dozen of Needle- 
work Buttons with the fame Quantity of woven Buttons, 
that the btter exceeded the former in Weight ; and that, 
^terthe woven Buttons were made, the Manufacturers were 
obliged to cut oW fome Part of the Lilt from each Bu^ton^ 
ivhere it was fewcd to the Coat, whtch Wafte (till increafe* 
the Gonfomption of the Materjab* Nor could the Evidences 
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»>J-^u. for the Bill, Sir, deny, that there was at leaft an equal 
' Confuinpcioii of the Materials in the one Manufiufture as in 

the other. From hence. Sir, it u evident, that the carrying; 
on thisManufiitture by the Loom effisdually anfwers the In- 
tention of the AdspaiSed in its Favour. As to the hoooor- 
able Gcntleman^s other Arguments, drawn from the Noo- 
ber of Hands employed in the Needle-work Manu&daie| 
which w^ the feoond Point I propofed to fpeak to, it is, in 
my humble Opinion, a very good Argument for difmifling 
thi^ Bill ; becaufe, as the Manufa&ure may be carried on 
by a much fewer Number of Hands, with equal Advantage 
to our Trade in general, thofe who are employed in tic 
Needle-work Way, are fo many Hands taken from ether 
Arts and other Manufa&ures, in which they might fa|p em^ 
ployed to much better Purpofe. I believe. Sir, it is not 
unknown to fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, that many of 
our Manufadures, very beneficial to the Nation, labour un- 
der great Difadvantages from the Deameis of Wages, ooca- 
fioned by the Scarcity of Hands employed in them, fiut 
that Inconveniency would be ibon removed, if the oieleis 
People employed in this and other Manu&dures were tamed 
over to the Manofadures that abiolutely require them. 
Thus the honourable Gentlenum*8 Objeftioos arifing 
from his Tenderneis for thefe poor People, dqirim 
of this Way of earning their Bread, will be removed to the 
Advantage both of the Kingdom, and perhaps of themielves. 
But to convince Gentlemen how unreafonable this very Ar- 
gument is, I (hall beg leave to apply it to other Cafes, where 
a Manufa&ureor an Art has received farther Improvements 
by carrying it on with fewer Hands. There was a Time, 
Sir, when all the Learning of this Kingdom, and the reft of 
Europe, was contained in Manufcripts, the writing of which 
employed great Numbers of Hands, and took up a vaft deal 
of Time in re-copying. But, Sir, how ridiculous would it 
have been, if on the Difcovery of the Art of Printing, the 
Tranfcribers and Cbpyers of thoie Manufcripts had joined 
in a Petition to the Legidature, that it would be pleaied ts 
prohibit the Art of Printing, for theiame Reafbn which the 
honourable Gentleman now ufes, becaufe great Nomben 
would tliereby be deprived of Bread ! But admitting. Sir, 
this Inflance ihould be thought a little foreign to the preiest 
Purpofe, I (hall beg leave to mention another, which, I 
think, ejcaddy anfwers the Cafe of the Petitioners for this 
Bill: The Manufaauring of Wooll, Silk, and Thread into 
Stockings, when that Manu^i6iure was carried on by Knit- 
^°g> ^ve Bread to, I believe, as great Numbers of Pei^, 
as the Manufadure of Needle-work Buttons now does. But, 
Sir, I never heard that, when the Invention of working 
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Stocidn^ in ttie Loom was introdticed, great Nujnbeh of aj^iw uCeo.ir, 

the Sabjefts were reduced to W^t, and in Danger of ftarv* 

isig; or that any Application was made to Parliament in 

their Behalf In all civilized Countries, Sir^ Inventions for 

tbe Impnoveinent of Arts and Manufafluccs have been en- 

%?CMiraged ; fometimes Rewards^ and fome times exclufive 

B^lghts tD exercife thtem, have beenaiTigned to the'lnvcntors, 

wb© are always looked upon as Bcnefa^ors to their Countt)', 

* Notonly his Majefty, and the general Approbation of 
the Nation, g:ive a San^^ion to a late Invention for improving 
one Branch of the Manufufture of Raw Silk, but this very 
Hotife rewarded the ingenious Inventor with a Prel'ent of 
14,000 Poun<!i, This excellent Invention enabled us to 
carry on the Manufrifture with fewer Hat.d* tlian it require! 
before, and vvas therefore jllu ft ly looked upon as a publick 
Advantage. Now, Sir, I ihouJd be glad to know^ if Gen- 
tlemen would not have thought it a very ridiculous Step in 
tile former Manufadurers, if they had prefented a Petition 
to this Houfe, fetting forth, * That if the Ufe of the En- 
gine invented by Sir Thomas Lombe, was not prohibited by 
the Parliament, many Thoufands of the Petitioners wowld be 
* in Danger of wan ting Bread.' I believe no Gentleman can 
ikew me wherein a Petition of this Kijjd is different from the 
Petition that gave Rife to the Bill now nnder our Confidcra- 
tion. Nor can I imagine that any Argugicnt can be ad- 
vanced in favour of this Bill, that does not' equally ferve %^ 
gain ft the Improvement, nay the Invention of any Manu- 
fa^ure. The Longitude, Sir, is a Difcovery that would 
consequently btt a great I mprovem en t of Navigation, by ren- 
dering it more fa Je, and Voyages performed in a ftiorter 
Time, and fo make lefs Employ for Mariflen;. Were an 
ingenious Man to difcover the Longitude^ would not our 
Sailors haveai good Reafon to petition this Houfe againft that 
Improvement of their Art, as the Needle workers have to 
petition us againll the Improvement of their,i ? and would 
they not have the fame Right to Redrefs ? Having therefore, 
I hope, Ihewa ihat this Argument, drawn from the greater 
Number of Hands employed in the one Manufnfture than are 
employed in the other, h unrcafonable in itfelf, and attended 
with the groiteft Abfurdities^ I Ihall nov/ proceed to confiUer 
what EflTett this Improvement can have upon our Exports. 

* 1 believe, Sir, it cannot be difputed that the cheaper 
a Manufadare is carried on by a Nat ion ^ the greater Quan* 
titiesof that Manufacture will that Nation be able to ex- 
port This Truth, I am afrafd, appears but too phun in 
the prefent State of the Briiifn Manufafture^ i in which our 
Neighboajs, the French, being able to furtifh the fainc 
Commodities at a cheaper Rate, undcrfel ^3 at moft of the 
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Mnk€ts h%^mp€. Therefore, I ihlnk, $ir, !i ■ "- 

niaWc thaievery JmprovemeiUj which, by dimmirfj 
N amber of Hands required in a Manufaaure, reduCK Hf 
Price of die Comniodityi oaghc lo meet with HncGura-r 
merit from this Hoi-fe, That the Method of weaving 
is more expeditious than that of Needle- working, h^s . — 
in cffeft been owned by the honourable Gentlcniaii, aiid Uif 
Counfel who havefpoke for the Bill. Now, Sir^ th'- ^"" 
cxpcditioos the Method, the greater is tlie Redu^ion i 
employed ■ Becaoie, if a Man who now deals to the 
fix thoufand Pounds a Year in Buttons, is obliged to 
eight Hands every Day ; if four Hands, Sir, can do u^c iiiii- 
Work that thefe eight Hands can do ; and in as flwrt 
a Time, he can difcharge four of his Hands^ and ihtnthf 
fave half his Expenoes ; CGiire<^uej:itly he will be able ic 
ferve a foreign Market at a cheaper Rate than he t 
fore have done. The good Effc^ of the Rcdi: 
Hands employed in tbjs Manufidture appears from ike U 
aminationof the Witoeflesagainii the Bill: For it has bc€& 
proved. Sir, thaf, notwithtlanding the ObftrudHons tky 
have met with from the Petitioners for the Biil, the f.oow 
Manufacturers have exported larger Quaiitiues in pr 
to the Number of Dealers, than the Needle- worl;. 
ever yet "^one i ancT there i;:. Sir, an obtrio4i5 
for it» which is^ that the Loom Manufa^arcrs not < - 
afford their Commoditiea much cheaper than iHe Nwiiit* 
workers can I but their Commoditicji are much better in thcif 
JK^nd, much neater, and more kfting, as has bean fallf 
proved at the Bar of this Houfe. There is, I thiiik, '^r^'if 
one Obje^ion more, which I (lull beg leave to anfw. 

Petitioners for the Bdl allcdged, that in the Loom - 

fafture many Materia b arc ufed which are not Mohair, ud 
that therefore the Loom -workers in fomeMeafu-- :^ ^- tiw 
Intent of the Ads of Parliament, made forenti .c 

Confumption of that Commodity. This Allegation nugm \u\t 
had fome Weight j but imfortimately for the PetitioocfT, it 
w not grounded on Fa £t. For the Loom-Manufectuv ' 
not elude the IntL-ntion of thefe Ads of Parliajnent, [ 
though the Manufaflarers indeed, make ufe of fome Mate 
rials befides Mohair and Raw Silk^ yet whot the Mo- 
hair and Raw Silk of an equal Number of Buttons are WTJgb- 
cd, the Materials employed in the Loom exceed thofe cif tht 
Needle-workers j and the other Materials employed m e»ch 
Buton, are noi fo heavy as the Walle of the Raw Silk «tfl 
Mohair which the Loom Manufafltirers arc obligied co coikt^ 
Bat, Sir^ bcfides this Anfvvcr drawn from a plain Fad» ito 
appeawd at the Bar of your Houfe i give me li^ve t& £if* 

ihit 






(277) 

h ObjeSJon againfl; rhc Loom Manu&iflure is a very 
ll^on that we ought to tupport it ; for^. iis the In* 
Hion of thefe A€b was to encrcale the ConfitiDption of our 
miodidcs, thefcfore^ wiurcver btiit atifwers that Jnten- 
, bed dei'erves our Eocour^gi^mcnc. Now, Sir, it ap- 
. dial the Materials, befides thofe of Raw Silk and Mo- 
made ufe of by the Loom Mitnutg Carers, are the Pro- 
; o(f this Kingdom ; it appears that their ufmg them does 
I dhninifli the Coufdniption of the other CommoJities ; 
sad therefore it undeniably fbUows, that the Loom Manu- 
&^re 15 beft cakalatcd for antwering the Intentions of the 
^iOature. 
Having thus. Si Ft I think, obviated the principal Ar- 
uments in fiivour of the Bill, I fhall iiow beg leave to put 
cnflemenin Mind, that, by paffing it, we (hall do a Thing 
[which r am fure t^v^ry Gentleman in this Houfe would wil- 
[ Imgly avoid. We make ati Encroachment, Sir, upon the 
[priivatc Property of our Fellow Subjefls. Wc deprive them 
[ of tic natanil Right which every Man, in a Land of Liber- 
ty ought to enjoy, of gaining Bread in an honcH and lawful 
Way. Nay more. Sir, we give a total Difcouragement to 
any future rmprovcmcnt of Arts and Man a failures. How 
will it found, to After-Time^, that in a Reign remarkable for 
the Enoouragemtnt of all the Arts, cijpeciaUy thoi^of Com- 
, *TJcnce» a Britifh Parliament, bv one At5t, prevented all fu- 
tuic Improvement of any of tnefe Arts: Let us notj Sir, 
[ draw upon us the Imputation of fo much Barbarifm, let us 
nqC^vc our Neighbours fo juft a Handle of Reproach ; but 
[ lei sii remember, that tuot only the prcfent 'but future A^es 
ale concerned la every Step of this Nature we fhall make. 
Had our Anceilors, Sir, difcouraged the Improvers of Arts 
and Manufii^ures, they could have had no Title to the Gra- 
titude of their Poit en ty. And, Sir, give me leave to add^ 
that in England the Advancement of the libera!, is but 
ihe Coniequcncc of the Encouragement given by the Le- 
giflature to the Improvement of the commercial Arts* In 
all Ages and Countries they have gone Hand in Hand, they 
have rifen and fallen with one another, and whatever has 
sdic£kd the latter^ has always proved fatal to the former, 
Tberefore, Sir, I am againll our palBng this Bill,' 

The Quelllon being put, the Bill was leje^ed* Yeas 85^ 
Noes 111. 

Jfril I J. Several Ferfons were examined at the Bar of 
tbc Houfe upon the counterfeiting the Hands of fome of the 
Meuibers in Franks ; and tliey owning. the Oftence, fome of 
them wcf^ committed to thcCuilody of the Serjeant at Arm*, 
md others of them to Newgate, 
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the prated Neon PapexSy faf windt] 

the Hiooie wei? liatsie cd Tcy jresc 

Txuc be had in his EiuHb a. pmEed NJews ftpcr, 

tsuned bis Majeffcy's Answer -a tadr bee Adox^ bdhor lie 

^ae hdd faeci reporsd frcm the Chur, xatmim^wf «f 

csmmufiirarffng it to die Pufaisc Tbt iie riim^ k Mi 

Du^ CO ittfomthe HoaStei dKfePtafikxs, dir mfao-kfr- 

caaie he h^ut chCtrred ciem cf lace so hare r^ mm wctf 

g-eat Abaies ; and cheretcre he hoped Qocr 

pgopQi fefeg ie Method of ftoppnig k. 

StrWHliaayoin;. 

Sir, 

fir^.uitfir«^ MamTeryg^ fDofefenaiiawi&ii. 



knag locked 9poa it sa z Fn&sat wtrj iwi l lii wkfc the 
Fonni and Dignxty whkh this Hode oo^ ahnjs ti iif. 
port ; bat fince 70a hare been pka6d to mentiaB ths ftnt 
theChairy Imoftb^LeaTe tocany myObfemtioBsalitdt 
farther. I ha^e obfenrcd. Sir, tku not only an Acxnnnt of 
what yoo do, bat of what yoo hj^ is icgohrij priottd and 
cifcolated fbroogh all Parts, both of die Town and Couiy. 
At the ^une Time, Sir, there are Tcry often gio6 Mifieprer 
'faitatiom, both of the Scnfeand Lamage ofGendeaen. 
This is very liable to gire the PoUick tHk Impieffioos faodi 
of Gentleinens Cond& and Abilities. Therefbie, Sir, m 
my Opinion, it is now high Time to pat a Stop to it. Not 
that I (hould be for attadcing die Libmy of the Prefi ; that 
is a Point I woald be as tender of as any Gentfeman in dm 
Houfe. Perhaps fome Gentlemen may think it indeed a 
Hardfhip, not to be able to find their Names in Print, at the 
liead of a great many fine Things, in the monthly Maga- 
zines; but this, Sir, can never prevent Gentlemen haai 
fending their Speeches, if they pleafe ; it only prevents other 
Gentlemen from being mifreprefented, as to what they hy, 
which, Sir, I am fure is what every Gentleman in dus 
Houfe will Wiih for. Therefore, I hope Gendemen will 
confider of fome Method of putting a Stop to this Abofe^ 
more effe^ual than we have fallen upon yet. There is, in- 
deed, a Refolution on our Journals, againft printing or 
publiftiing any of the Proceedings of this Houie, bat by Au-^ 
thority of the Chair ; but People had generally run away 
with the Notion, that this Prohibition is in Force only dar- 
ing the Time we are fitting, and that as foon as the Seffioa 
ends, they are at Liberty to print and publifh what they 
Dleaie : Therefore, I hope Gentlemen will come into a Refe- ^ 
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for cxpUining that Matter; and Iffhejrdo, f am AtwD w qmj. h, 
fure Ehai ifk b broke tjirougb, I uiyfclf will move the o^-^L-"^wJ 
, with the Vjcry iirft Opportuttity, next SeJIioii. But the 
larmiers of the Papers, Stfi whkh you have in your Hands, 
■Ufigl even plead the Excufe of the Recefs of JParliamenc ; 
^■trelbre <ieferve to be pmilfhcd ; and if you do not cither 
HwiQi the m J or take foine efftrdual Method of checking them, 
^ituxiuy loon cxpe^ to fee your Votes, your Proceedings, and 
jQMf Speeches, printed and hawtcd about the Streets, whik 
we are fitting in this Houfe.' 
Sir WUliajn Windham fpokc next to the following 

SlTf 

II * No Gendeman can bt more jealous and tender than I *it wm. WiiaiB* 

Hilve always been of the Eights and Privileges of \hh Houfe, 

RKot more ready to concur with any Meafyre for putting a 

Scop to any Abufes which may aiFed either of diem. But at 

tkt fame Time, Sb, I own, E think we ought to be very 

cautious how we form a Relblution upon tills Head i and yet 

I think it is abtblutely nece0ry that fonae Que fl Ion (hould be 

fanned. I iay. Sir, we ought to be very cautious In what 

Manner we form a Refolution ; for tt h a Qued:ion fo nearly 

conneCteJ with the Liberty of the Prefs, that it will rctjuirc 

^^reatdeal of Tendernefs to form a Eefohition which may 

H^erve Gentlemep from having their Senfe mifieprefcntcd 

To the Publkk, and at the fame Time guard againll all En-^ 

cn^acliments upon the Liberty of the Prefs. On the other 

Hand, Sir, I am fenfibk that there is a NeceiTity of putting 

a Stop to thb Practice of printing, what are called the 

Speeches of thi^ Houfe, bcaiufe I know that Gentlemen's 

Words in this Houfe have been miHaken and mirreprefcnted : 

I doD*t know, Sir J but I have fome Reafon of Complaint 

jnylelf upon that Head. I have^ indeed, feen many Speechet 

of Gehtlemcn in this Houfe that were fairly and accurately 

taken i and no Gendeman, when that is the Cafe, ought to 

be afhamed that the World ihould know every Word he ^ 

fpeaks in this Houfe : For my own Part, 1 never iliaU, for I 

hope never to aft or fpeak in this Houfe, any Thing that I 

^U be aihamed to own to all the World, But of late. Sir, • 

1 ha¥e i^esL fuch monilrous MiiUkes in fome Gentlemen's 

Speeches, as they have been printed in our News Papers, that 

at b no Wonder if Gentlemen think It high Time to have a 

Scop put CO fuch a Praflice. 

• Yet ftilJ, Sir, there are two Confiderations, which I own 
tveigh very much with me upon this Occafion. That this 
Hode has a Right to prohibit the Publication of any of its 
Proceedings dujing the Time we are fitting, is pafl all 
i^oubti and there is no Queilion^ but that, by the Refolu- 
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frnri'T^ ' r.-r \ : — : z-r • '.— -ir.^ znz. jnTfr-ci iir aci^ 
f ;:•: Tw::- 1.:.-.:;;:- :"' :::::-. nj s v::.! ji.^cc rnsr Itfr 
jrri-arur.'- 1- ;.x v::i::i lo:i-. T.ar' 2r^F»- je-a jzng miA 

Hi;T;th;i: -.: i** senr-.-!:: l-^ - iipv y.;^. iir. I soil gD 
fcr-Jifr J i:n'- cicv :i:r .:•••' ^.: • iir"- x j-!£i£ ac kaow 
iurmrv'ir^- "t;r* \r -.:i» r■:^l::^L.:T :r =1-5 H-aci ri.iT wLat 
iy^r. :•:':«■: ; "j;^* Tirr , i.:.i _- I -cfr^ Lrs 3ar ±e Seed- 
jr.ir^-r -/ V'-rjrriin t*-» r.:c rjJrrrr^asrcRi- ! 'Isccld be 
ajr< .- r v.* •-:r.-.-'r *-: «-"• 5"-i-':- .rz^r. 2«^ :::cj£ iffTnT« dieni 
r,- t ».v-. i-:!* ---i: -1 ->. :u-:s:El7 ?:r rieir £cirg able to 
'lA .'*!*':: ^T 'izj^.T ? *Trt{'sn-3LtTSi «imn Doors. 
; ^•^. r.-;r, ir- cf Op^^i^c zziz tkcr cid ihae 
a ?.tW.^: '.', v.:..cr. -a:.', ri: i, Szzz Z2 ill isipcfecioos, and 
jt' Itiirt y.t ?-ii!:c«c :o=:* ?.->:— :cr liiricg jan Inibnnatioa 
#/ %;a: ;.':.:In v.::;.ir. theic Will;, I ibSA be exavmcly glad 
Vi yvt i: :uy ^.V.^-rrcr.cc. B-t I am abtojccdy agaiaft our 
\::*v\.\u'i fj'.T ?fy/,tT farther than i: will go cociiftnitly with 
tUr j J ft K\^u*% tjf Parjiamert ; fuch Stretcoes rather weaken 
ih-iti Vive ;iri/ Strength to the Conftitucion ; and I am fureno 
< frntlcffian v/ill care to do what may not only look 
If It our cJniiiiirif; Powers unknown to our Conftitution, bat 
wh if, in itn Confcqijcnccs, may greatly aflfe^t the Liberty of 
iltf 1*1 eh. ]i we ihall extend this Refolution to thcReoefi 
cif l*.ii]i.iinent, all political Writing, if the Authon fliall 
loiifh ii^iri any Thing that pad in the preceding Seffidip* 

may 
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be aSVflthl hy It ; for I don't know that an 5? hody would 
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ire to publiih ixny Thing th%t might bring upon them ^^/V"*v-# 
; Cetdure of this Houfe. « 

(f In die mean Time, Sir, I am as willing as any Gentle- 
b in ihts Houfe, tha£ a Scap ftiould be put to the Prafticc 
b hive taken notice of from rhe Chair. It Has grown Co 
% a fitch, that I remember ibme Time ago there was ft 
Iblkk Difpute in the News Papers, betwixt two Printers or 
Eookfcllcrs of iwo Pamphleti, which of them contained the 
troe CofY of a certain hotiourab*e Gentleman's Speech in 
tfai* ilode. It is therefore high Time for Gentlemen to 
thmk of fomcwhat to be done far that Piirpofe, and 1 make 
80 doubt but that any Befolution this Houie ibail think 6t 
to D^mc to, will put an eflftffluai Stop to it/ 

»Thoi3aas Winnin^von, Efq; fpoke next. 
i ^''* 
F I do not pretend to knoiv the Forms and die Powers of TTm™* w«ppng- 
bHoufc fo well as tlie hoaourable Gentleman over the^™ 
Way, who has much mote Experience in both than 1 can 
l^retcod to ; but it h very forpnzing to me, that any Gentle- 
^Ain Ctoald feem to make a Doubt of the Power whldi this 
^■pufe ha.s during the Recefs of Parliamest. It is true, we 
Wme Eo Power, but as a Houfe, to make any Commitment, 
or to pafs any Cenfare ; but then it is ad true, that the Or- 
ders and Rerolutions of this Houfe 2.rc, or oti^t to be, as 
blinding during our Recefs, as during oar Sitting. TheRea- 
lbn» Sk^ of this is plain i becaafe we are flill the fame 
Uoufe^ and we have the fame Authority during ouf Adjourn- 
ttieiit or Prorog^ition, as when we fit j our Privileges arc the 
£mie, and fbr the fame R^fon our A£ts ought to have tbc 
hm& Force too. Can any Gemleman doubt, that if this 
Houie fikaJl come to a Refoiution, tha.t if any Fer^ fhotdd, 
during oJir Recefs, prefame to prmt any of our Proceeding!:, 
that wc would not have a Right to puni[h him next Time 
we met together as a Houfe ? I dare fsy, Gentlemen will 
not pretend that we have not ; therefore. Sir, I hope you 
Will come (0 fome very ilrong Relolutton upon this Occafioc. 
J Jaopc ye will declare, tlnat who^er (haU piefwme to print 

■f Part of the Proceedings of this Houfe, during the Recefi 
Parliament, will be equally liable to the Cexifurc of this 
Houfe as if it were during the Sefljoo. 

* As 10 what the honourable Gentleman infinuated about 
the Liberty of the Pre is being in Banger, it is a Cenndera- 
ttoA I am in no Manner of Fatn about. Our coming to a 
Refoktion^ that we will not hai'e what wc fay mifre- 

CI, ain never affe^l the Liberty of the Freis. It k 
try private Gentleman hus a Right to require, ^Oio' 
out of Parliament ; for I believe no Gcatiemiin 




XT' rcssr .usr jgi WK. mzsbw udf vee imq^ hbui 
r js^sirrm::: r.-rw is: n snts: ma zxr ^csiuiicisc : 
7 mi: a -">T»- I a«e sar, x val jb tHr^i ^n ; 
u=i n lur Var. lu£ tux IrfThiimr,. £r-. 
ST.- J'ir.-^aL. wui IziiiL zrizc zl *i— nmr 21 

21 * ^unamsiii;^ viff»it*iitiii. ssr Jn^ iiaK cbsks isk qc 
Hitixr7 IE j. ¥ifli,s PsnisBiar -■= ms ^'^"-'^^-H » a 
jiL-snim I-iiTiiTiTtnr 211L msr ZamasunK xi s£ 39 tor 
dbviiusaue l-^piCK .ur ^le GtssiismEL va« uuuii fe L k. I 
icner Jissn^ fir^ ziac m^ iucssdsae T^sy <dF ^"^^^ina 
-scic zjac aBiik. ice zmc ne jencucuaur Geaejcsa^ whs 
was. vomssm^j jciuli ishl £s jg -^iniT cr £, WKCvcr 

C'r. a LCI 3e-Y zcj fcniitji, «*.!:: jc ai^'i xx" nk tae ^me 
JcssoiA, a£ £^7 £Ocr Sc^' Msi ^Jxaaaan^ Thn Par- 
Ia£it-:c; J JC^e, vil aevcr adLi'? £; hr. if it did, I 
:':j-j:1i :>t rirr acrrr, lit: ltj j^nyzrincii were eatand 
: '^v .% CTi^f :e pRTOC ^ 'zxrzs^ -!|w,itff-ed » in die prefem 
CI ii/t ziezi .4g?, i:^ 12 psoper Codocas^ I ub im the 
.^;^>&.'2.A^ GrtucTiui lb Jo i^ Ktf aie, will agree widi 
rrrf; ;r«^ :a:> ; tsjL ^saaever tbe ocivr Honie may tko. Sir, £ 
> c>t «.tz4r»er Jk2.ll orescij ocr Piiiikgc, ib as to cnfl^ the 
f jcec^^ Cff writir/g od pcaUck AfiainL 

' hui iisii Coaucer&tion, Sir, cac BerBr«afiSDA cbe Keib« 
1 iiifjK. v,hick Gentlemen propofe to come to now. We Jiave 
rather been t&o nfuKb io not putting a Stop to this fcanda- 
loL) Practice that has been complained of. I always thought 
t^iat thefe Pamphleu containing our Debates were drculatni 
hy the (;averQment*ft Enoomagemcnt, and at their fixpenoe s 
ior till the iiOuouraUe Gentleman ^ho fpoke laiit iave one 

• ^f fining Sir Jf§hert WslpoU^ Vft$^ wdt fasd^ in the T§Mr int »« vrMa 
m r^m^hla cntitia, ^JbmWfiery if thi (ifis^Umvff^ 7 J.'*"* 
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I have been flill itied co look on tbc ptUiilEiDg 
toial Projc^; for 1 ima^med tiiat if brag Ibond 
abJe to Dmkc the Peopk buy aad iCid dur Gslkcc- 

I^T Bj^ ittelf, it ims contriTcd & as ckac ihe Wnlia^ cf tke 
Other Party, being printed in ibc fazae Fb£D|iE1^« ;t ml^ti 
be fome iDVits^tioo to the Pubiick £o look into ter^ 

uid I dare f^y^ Sir, the gieat Rim %k\cb z: . . -™^ 

li^ve had has been entirely owing Co thb Straiagem. The 
Good Mid rhe B-id &re printed Idgether, and People are bjr 
that Means drawn in to read both. But I^ihiiik k h nsm 
bigh Time J to put a Stop to the hf^€t$ they dmj kifVf bf 
comliig to 3 Resolution thai may at leaH prrveut any Tlui^ 
being publifhc^!, daring the Time of oar fitting £s a Hoide^ 
which may be ioipofed apon the World as tlic L^iig«:^e a^d 
UftTords of Gentlemen who perhaps lievex ^ke tl«csii.* 
mt Sir Robert Walpole fpoke ncxi ; 
F Sir, 

* Yoa h&ve with great Jttllrce pomi^ed feme Fcrhu^ m 
Mk Ibtging the N:ime3 of Gentlemen ^pon the Backs of 
Ketter»; bot the Abufe row, coitip^ined of 0, 1 con- 
Bcivcj a Forgery of a worfe Rind ; for it tendi to mifreprcfenC 
the SenlV of Parliament, md impfe upon the Underllandijig 
of the whole Nation. It is bite a petty Damage chat am 
trife from a forg'd Frank, when compared to the infiotte 
MiJchie^ thai may come from thbPra^kce. 1 have read 
jboje Debates of this Houfc^ Str^ in which I have bee^ 
{nade to fpeak the very reverfe of what I meant, J have 
read others of them wherein all the Wit, the Learning, and 
the Argument ha^ been thrown into one Side, and on tkt 
other Dothing but what was low, meanj and r»diciiIo(is i and 
yet when it comes to the QneJlfon, the DIviiion 1^ gnne 
a^mli the Side^ which upon the Face of the Debate had 
{teafon and juAice to fnpport it. So that, Sir, had 1 been a 
Stranger to die Procecditig? and to the Natarc of the Argu- 
ments themfelvef^ f mull have thought this to have bom 
one of the molt contemptible AlTcmblies on the Face of the 
Earth, What Notion ihcn^Sir, can the Publick, who have no 
Hther Means of being informM of the Debatea of this Houk, 
Ipian what they have frpm thefe Paper?, entertain of the Wif- 
"^om, and Abilities of an Aflembly ,who are itprefented themo 
to carry almoft every Point again ll the llrongeft and theplain- 
dlAfgpment and Appearances. Ho wevertSirjas I believe Gen* 
tjenuen ate by ibis Time pretty fer.fible of the Neceitity of put- 
ting a Stop to til is Pratt ice, it will be quite unnccellary for jne 
CO argue aPoitit therein we are all agreed. But I cannot 
belp mking Notice q( oneTMng mentioned by the ho- 
M m 2 iioiirabl« 
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m>onkA€ Gentleman who ^oke kft, isce I «af tbe Pleite 

to whom he w^ ptoibd ^ sfF^^ He mesi^imti^ 
th^t thr Hifiory of a wk^k FaiilainicM bad been 
^titittdf and Teemed lo infiimate fhKn this, that PbopJe 
ftiight make very free with FulbiBen^ ReaDj, Sir, I 
wUl be to free as to own rbat I do know of loc^ m Fain* 
phlel bci»g printed ; najr, I beLieve, I know a Htllc of dit 
Author, and the Publication. Bat ax the hme Time I 
know Sir, that, that was erne of the i»mft Qoales of Gbift- 
moDA that ever ihh Nation faw; tbat tbey liad a Defign lo to- 
troduce the Pretender i that they had approved of a fcandi^ 
lotis Peace^ after the moH: glorious War chat w^ ercr carried 
on i and had it not been for ibme very^ favourable Orctim^ 
0ances that fell oyt, they would have fct zfide the prefeni 
happy EflabUftiment in hb Majefty's Perfon and Family. 
I hope, Sir, no Gcnileman will iind Fauk with any Reflect 
tiom, that could be thrown out againU fucb a Houre of 
Commons ; I hope like wife, that no Gentleman will pretend 
to draw any Parallds betwixt their Condu^ and ours. But^ 
Sir, befides thefe Confide rations. Gentlemen are to rcfied, 
that the Parliament which was defcribed in that Hiftory, 
had been dlfiblv'd before the Hillory itfelf was published 
And not only fo. Sir, but there is a noble Lord in the other 
Houfe, who can, if he pleafeSp inform Gentlemen, that the 
Aothor of that Hiilory was fo apprehenfive of the Conie- 
quencc of printing it, that the Prefs was carried to his Ho4ife^ 
and the Coptcs prrnt^ off there* 

* Thii, 1 think, Sir, will be fuBicient to (hew, that the 
Author did not think himfelf quite out of Danger, even 
tho- the Parliament was dilTolv'd. But^ I am not at all for 
carrying Things to ftich a Length at prefcnt: It may be fof- 
ficient, if we come to a Refolution to prevent the Publka- 
cation of any Part of our Proceedings during the Reccftj at 
well as the Sitting of the Parliament- As to what the bo* 
uonrable Gentleman faid, with regard to the Maximo 
being publifhed and diftributed by Order, and at the 
Expence of the Government, I don't know if he was 
ferious or not. If he was fer ious, he muft have a very con- 
temptible Opinion of the Underflanding of thofe Gcntleraeii, 
who have the Honour to fervc his Majefty, if he imagine 
that tliey would be fo weak as to propagate Papers^ tverf 
Page almofl of which hath adiredt Tendency againlt their own 
In te reft. If any Gentleman will take the Trouble, which 
I own I very feldom do, to look into one of thefe Maga^ues^ 
he wiU find four Pages wrote againft the Government for 
one that is in its Favour; and generally the Subje*^ is of 
fach a Nature^ as would be fcvcrely punifhrf under auf 

Othi 



rtlser Governm«iit tiian our own. If the honourable Gen- 
tleman was not feriotis, 1 dunk a more proper Time might 
Kavc been chofen for Shewing hia Wit, than whik we^are 
coivfidering of the Means of putting a Stop to a. Practice, 
I whidi he hirnfelf, and every Gentleman who fpoke in chis 
Debate, allows fo nearly to affe£l the Dignity and Privileges 
of this Houte, For my own Part, Sir, I am extremely indiSe- 
rent, what Opinion fome Gentlemen may tbrm of the Writers 
k favour of the Government : But, Sir, I fliall never have the 
worfe Opinion of them for that i There is nothing more eaiy 
than to ratfe a Laugh i it has been the common Practice of all 
Mitiorilies when they were driven ouc of every other Argument. 
I never (liall be afraid, Sir, to do what I think right, and 
for the Service of his Miijefty and nty Country, becaufe I 
|, a&y be knghed at. But really. Sir, I will be fo fret as 
10 fayi that if the Want of Wit, Learn iflg, Good-manntrs^ 
and Truth, is a proper Obje£t of Contempt and Ridicule, 
the Writers in the Oppofuion feem to mc to have a much 
better Title to both than thofe for the Government No Go- 
vernment, Jwill venture to fay, ever punifhed fo few Libels,and 
no Government ever had Provocation to puni(h fo many. 
I could name a Government in this Country, Sir, under 
which thoie Writings, which are now cry'd up, as founded 
upon the Laws, and In the Conititutlon, would have been 
puniili^d as Libels, even by Gentlemen who are now the 
warmcft Advocates for the Liberty of the Prefs, and for 
fufFering the Authors of thole daily Libeb that appear in 
Print to pafs with Impunity* Bat I ask Pardon for what I 
jiave faid that may appear foreign to the prefent Confideration ; 
I was led to it by what had been thrown out by the 
Gentleman, who fpoke before.* 

Then Mr. Speaker having drawn up the Queftion, it waa 
cnajiirooufly refolved. 

That it is a high Indignity to, and a notorious Breach of 
the Privilege of 3iis Hotife^ for any News-Writer, in Let- 
ters or other Papers, (as Minutes, or under any other Deno- 
mination) or for any Printer or Publifher, of any printed 
News Paper of any Denomination, to prefume to intert in 
the faid Letters or Papers, or to give therein any Account 
of the Debates, or other Proceedings of this Houfc^ dr any 
Committee thereof, as well during the Recefs, a» the Sitting 
of Parliament j and that this Houfe will proceed with the 
fitmolt Severity again ft fuch Offenders* 

Frtihyf May 5tb. Mr. Pulteney rofc and fpoke w follows: 

■ * The advanced Seafon of the Year, togciHer with the 
. Apprehenfions pf a Rupture happening betwixt Spain 
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' sd vtfca^-Bncin. texbe do- nczr. Mssazsg, s&&ka it oeoA 
am TO" a a -cnrr mtr inci l^fciiinrt as ibbt render ^ 
V ^. >;;riii air inTTwr. mnrfn'u dl onr Pet. % che Re* 
louuzm. v.-n:r: i^^^ iixvi atr^r^ comr to dis Sdfiong M 
iLivt -TUDteL m M.iett^ tr Trm-ifle for War; we hm 
mszsnTs. tsr l«;=3ninsi- ti ksaii m- iucu in whaxevet ^^cr 
HITS: IK ma^ sr.L nzzfLr^ to: nndicszbg rbe Hoooar 4 
Skt LnrvTr. aiiL fir Lnizarirr Lsannxoc tc his xx^nied Sob* 
JBS^. am hausrafrfui. tot tie Iniurs mai bavc been pot opal 
tiE .Nat'DL. ^- tie cure TimL.-Sr, deERcTdnticMis are npat 
tiK rtsarrt P^rinr if m mi'iJieit: unmLxsi^k Condnd on dvr 
7*11*: [f Mian, ziti: viir::!.. vniiDix: £ irnr ample SitisfiidiQi 
m zttsr Pin mut DiL-vnidLrL'T arctiDO a War betwilt 

■ 2r nt: Ixm: :r l T^lt. I Dt:.in£, n? Gentleman don^Ms 
iiiE ina: r muL m nn* P.j'. k l fia Wi-r; and if it isaSei 
Wet. V! oprn: i; ?r»r;i:ir' :':' nt trocrr Meaiares for annoy* 
ii^ tup Liem ▼ a» f ft'^-sLi ' Lr pr»£ive. In order to do 
tiiK, "vt ppp-: r- c:«r.- l): -Je Oxiz act cf that wife Admilii- 
InciTiL. w-Lv- i^— l^f ci rb* li£ cmt War in EnropeL 
Tortc r"=L? Itrr. S>. f^saf tr Experience, that the Priie 
CSorj, a3Mi-.:LfL*3: i-c il". :^? F^ecintions taken to regulate 
Lt)«a, w^re I>i.'L:»ir25UD«:n i? ihe brave Seamen who had 
ventured zheir Ij>« jn ihe'r Cbantry's Service: For 
when a Prize was brocghi in, the Commiffioners of the Prirt 
Ofien, their Cerkr, snd the other Ofiices attending them 
ft A opon fo m^ny low Shift! to defraud the poor Sailon, firft 
by dedtiding; fb much clear of the Prize for the Crown,^ 
then fb much for their own Perquifttes, that I have many 
Times known a Prize bring the Captains into Debt to the 
Crown. For this Reafon it was neceflary in the 6th ef 
Quern Anne, to pafsan Aft for better fettling the Tnde of 
the Kingdom by Cruifers and Convoys. By this Law, which 
wan made only to continue during the War we were then en- 
vnf^nl in, it wnitcnafted, that if any Vefiel fhoold betaken 
by nny Ship of War, or Privateer, and condemnM as Prize^ 
the OfKcers nnd Seamen concerned in taking her fhoaldhave 
che fiilr lntt*rril and Property in the Ship and Cargo io 
irtlifH. Hy the fame A dfc proper Methods were laxi down 
lifir iniinagin^ and difpt^fing of the Prize, and for dividing 
ihr Mi»nry uririnj* from the Sale thereof among thofe that 
h.uL and oujrht only to have a Right to it, without fu^cding 
mil l»r4vc uiKl hoiirtl Seamen to the Fees and Perquifites, aad 
iUimI IVirloinin^y of a pubKck Office. And as a ^rther En- 
4\»uic»ji\*iU5*nc tv^rour St'.imen to weaken and difbreG the E- 
urmv. bv Iciuin^aiKl taking their Ships, a Rewaxd of ^re 
I\»kiikKi i\» Ih* pud out of the publick Revenue was given to 
rtviy Mau that wa* on boaxd fuch Ships of War, qx Priva- 
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ofP&riJaBttt, 
»r t^ Eiigttiiiiytin.of cmv *^^—— , and l«r 
llic Aba^ tkas had been pm^om ifaev 9 a*^ tim- 

ffokr TrjoetDAmciiGi, b^wkk^ k «as«acpRi^ 
TkLt mil Phse OAi» ftodd bt ImpdU, a«i 
O&cm and Seuaea of cvetj Sliip ot Wat toiii. 
^ibkIii£ne4iBatiSJiifi.a«iG0a<^ boi^fif^cM- 
liy the proper Cof«ta»U«MPt«B. % ifac &ao 
ras Ii^:ef9iic *^*^t^ liot ^n^ tk Wa^ ikm 
imiral, or Minimi fawrn of the Adouimllf , flioil4 
cqiiefi of «iy Smt& 0«aer of uij Sluf^ g^^^ 
aa ^kal^ cieept Jior P^fncot of iLe Tetttii 10 die 
biii^ gpun Cotwiaiiiiefas io the CoBinaBiki» <kf 
in4 . G- teizixig^ Slup and Goods Miffffag fo h^« 
.^ is ^Biy of tfcc Seas or iUvcrs Jo Ammrk^i 
^ .^^ ..., pi ajad Goods ibuk^i, after Mag aK^odgod 
ilpQid be divided amougil the 0«iie» o^ aod Per- 
Mtml the Siiip& tliat topk tlioiib according Io die 
m tk£t had btenmsdc bam^fes tie Owners aod the 
litw. And in oxder to eocouTmgc private Men or 
^ CO be at the Expence of aUa^ing and making 
ibejEacKuef of thfir CouriUy* k w«2^ by th^ iatne 
1^^ tkit licr Majdl) » duriflg tj^e War, might 
Km^iMttits ar Ciyimrjs lo any Pedbitt or Societies 
giAjrSAipe^ Goods. HarbouT&j Lai»ds^ or Forcili' 
i her Mijelly*i En€i!iie& in America^ and for bold^ 
p^jricg the idms as ikcir ovva Pnjpcitjr and Etlate 

I all ihcfc Eegiil9tio)|£« Sti^ beicg deteimiDaWU at 
I of the War* thpy can at prdent be of no M^naer 
ItQ die Nation, iipwcver 1^ is evident, that l£ vmt 
p Bfiy Thing e^^SbiaJ agjabil Spaini thclie R^p^ 
pa^ be ft^'iv'di it is evident that if they aje not re* 
uf Saiiortf opoa th^ GotpmcoQement of liolliJide^^ 
uibjefted to al] ihc Inconveniencies which rendered 
Kt^ two Limit I h^vtr naw mentioBed, Dccdlaiy. 
ters who moil be cocoerned io th£^ Frize-Offioe^ 
I believe, have as clammy Fingers as any of their 
fr^ <.^A fij^ brave Sailors- be as much ixnpoied upoiu 
y mg thefe Inconveniences cannoi be ot^ei£ted 

f oiujc >^hp with this Nation noSuccefs in any Thiiig 
WM lor the cojnmon Good. I am indeed forty ^ihnE i}^ 
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Regtilaiions centiinwl in the two Afts I have mentioned, wcte 
uot made perpetual ; which might then e^fily have been done, 
becaufc it might have been ena&dj that they ihouJd at Ebe 
BegmniTig of every future War be revived by his Ma- 
jefty's Proclamation* and that they fhould then contmueifl 
Forces till his Majefly put a Stop to them by a new Procb- 
mation : This, I thinks Sir, was a Fault j and as we are novf 
ia Danger of being invoIv''d in a War before next SefUon d 
Parliamefif, we ought therefore, in this Seffion, to repair that 
Fault or Overfight, by enading, that in cafe of a War with 
Spain^thefe feveral Regulations ihou Id be revived The Bill, Sir^ 
which I intend to move for, is calculated for this and no 
other Purpofe i for as it introduces no new Law, nor propofes 
the eftablifhing any Regulatiom, of which we have had no 
Experience ; as its only Intention is to revive fome ihrmcr 
temporary Regulations that were found to be of great Ad- 
vantage during the lall War ; it can occiifion no Jealoufy or 
Sufpicion in any Brltifh Subject, nor can it give Uneafincfs 
to any Man that wilhes well to Great Britain. It may indeed 
give fome UneafineJs and Concern to the Court of Spain, 
becaufc it will convince them we are refblved not Co be put 
off any longer with tedious Negociations or fham Treaties ; 
That nothing will now prevail but granting us imfncdiate 
and full Sacisfadion ; And that if we fend out any more 
S<]oadrons, it will not be to pay 'them a Complimentj, 
but to pour down the Vengeance of Great Britain upn 
them- This will be more effeSual for preventing a War than 
all the Treaties which we have been puzzling out for thefe 
eighteen or twenty Years, and at the iame Time be an En- 
couragement for our People at home, to contribute with Chear- 
fulnefs their Proportion of the great Expenccfi which the 
prefent Situation of Affairs requires. 

* The other Arguments, Sir, which may be advanced to 
fupport the Bill, which I intend to move for, will pcrhapa 
come more properly in another Time. At prefent 1 humbly 
move, that the fixth and eighth Sef^ions of an A£l made in 
the iixth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, intituled Ai 
j^^fhr the better fiauring the ^rade 4ifih$s Kingdom hfCrukstri 
&nd Cotwvj ; and alfo the fecond Sedtion of an Aft made 
the fame Year, intituled. An JB for the Enc&Mrngimini ef 
ihe Trade to America, may be read. 

The QucHion being put, the fame were read accofdingly. 
Sir Robert Walpole fpoke next : 
Sir, 

* I believe Gentlemen will be pretty much difappointed, 
when I aiTure them that I do not rife up to oppofe chi4 fiilJ, 
kintfid at by the honourable Gentleman wl^ fpoke laft* 



tu re, and I wilJ undertake to prove it fo. I caimot how- 
ever avoid taking Douce how difFerent the Xune and the 
Manner iti which the two Bills menrioned were brought i a, 

(is from theTime and Manner in which the honourable Gentle- 
man propoles to urmg in his Bill* 
* As to the Time Sir, the two former Bills were pa fW, 
after the Nation had been five or fix Years in aftoal Wsr^ 
tjierefofe neither we nor our Allien, could foffer hj any preci- 
pitate Dedar :tion of fuch a Meafure ds this is* By tbcfe 
Bills, Sir, we did not Jitake one Nation m Eurcpconr Enemy | 
wegnve no Jedouiy to our Allies ; we put the Crown under 
UP Difficulties : But 1 Hiall fabmit it to Gentlemen's Confi- 
deratioii, how far it h polEble to avoki thefe Inconveniences, 
flioiilJ fuch a Bill pafs a I prefent. It would perhaps. Sir, be 
H looked upon as anticipating the Debate, fbouU I enter 
■ upon any Difciifiion of oar prefent Situation at home and 
^ stbroad. That h a ConfidcrAUoo which will be much more 
proper when the Bill is brought before tu. Thus much only 
I will venture to fay, that I fhall never be either afraid or 
afliamed of oppoling any Bill, which mzy tend to plunge 
-this Nation into a ruinous and perhaps doubtful War.' 

* Having faid thus mucli. Sir, with regard to the Timing 
of this Bdl, give me leave juil to touch upon the Manner in 
which it was brought in I am old enough. Sir, to remember, 
tKat when the two Bills paiTed in the fixth Year of Queen 
Anne for the Purpofes mentioned by the honourable Gen- 
ilemattp were brought in, the Crown had previou fly given 
up its Title £0 the Share which it claimed in the Prizes, 
We had like wife fome Regard to the Righfe of the Lord 
High Admiral. Gentlemen will confider if we can properly 
bring in any Bill of this Nature, without fome previous Steps 
of that Kind : However, as I am intirely ignorant of th^ 
Shape in which the Bill may appear^ I Ihail not oppofe ic$ 
being brought im ' 

Sir William Windham fpoke next : 

Sir» 
' l*he honourable Gentleman who fpoke lail, did not in- si, will Wiidluutf 
deed oppofe the Motion for brirging in this Bill, but he 
took care to let Gentlemen know that he thouglu it a very 
wrong Thing to bring it in at all. But I hope Gentlemen 
will not for all that be fo far prepofleifed againll it as to 
think it a bad Bill, becaufc one Gentleman does not think it 
ill for his Purpofe. As to what the honourable Gentlematt 
faid about the Time in which this Bill is moved for j inftead 
of being forry with him that it is too precipitate, I am iorry 
we are fo late in moving it* Wc are not indeed in ^!&.uA 
War at prefent whh the Spaniards, b^it I am vety iutt ^t^ 
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Anno Tf Cfto. IL arc at War with us, and have been fo thefc twenty Years; 
• J,Jij'\,^, therefore it is now high Time for us to fiiew them that we 
^^^^^^^"^ dare make War upon them. 

* The honourable Gentleman's other Objedion was to the 
' Manner in which this Bill is to be brought in. I believe. Sir, 
it is as regularly moved for as any other Bill of the fame or 
a like Nature ever was. We have indeed had no previous 
Notice from the Crown of a Ceffion of its Right in the 
Prizes ; but I apprehend there is no Occafion for it, as will 
appear when the Bill is brought in. As to what the ho- 
nourable Gentleman faid about the Crown's previoufly 
giving up its Share in the Prizes, if it is Fa6t, it difcovered 
^ great Wifdom and Honefty in the then MinTftry, in ad- 

vifing the Crown to fuch a Ceffion ; but I apprehend the Cef- 
fion which the honourable Gentleman means, was no other 
than a Paragraph in a Speech from the Throne, three or four 
Years before the A6ts from which you have heard the Pa- 
ragraphs read were pafled, and which I believe had no Weight 
with thcHoufe of Commons which pafled thefe A&s. The 
honourable Gentleman mentioned the Rights of the Lord 
High Admiral. If the Lord High Admiral has any Claim 
againft this Bill, I dare fay the Gentleman, in whom that 
great Office is now vefted, will take care that no future Lord 
High Admiral (hall fufFer for Want of an Oppofition to any 
Invafions upon his Rights: So I hope Gentlemen will 
not be amufed by any Auertionsor Infinuations, as if this 
Bill were difrefpe6:ful to the Crown, or prejudicial to any of 
the great Officers ; it can be of Prejudice to none but to thofe 
who are fo to the Nation.* 
Motkm by Mr. Pui- Mr. Pulteney then made a Motion, feconded by Mr. San- 
tcncy for th» BUI. <Jys, that Leave be given tc^ bring in a Bill for the more effec- 
tual fecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majefty*s 
Subjedis to America ; which was ordered accordingly, and 
Order'd, That Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, and the Lord 
Mayor of London do prepare and bring in the fame. 
TTieBfliprefented. Monday ^ May 8. Mr. Pulteney prefented to the Houfe ac- 
cording to Order the faid Bill, and it was read a firft Time. 
Committed* ^uefdayy Mayg. It was according to Or^er read a fecond 

Time, and committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe 
for May ii. 

^urfday May 1 1 . The Orders of the' Day being read, it 

was refolved, 

Refbiutio&tooon. . That this Houfe will To-morrow Morning refolve itfelf 

«nit it. into a Committee of the whole Houfe upon the Bill for the 

more effisdlual fecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Ma- 

jefty's Britifh Subje& to America. 

The r^itmeat Friday May 12. About i2 o'Clock Mr. Pulteney moved for 

gjredfarbyMr ^^ Qidcrof thc Day, and was feconded by Mr. Sandys: 

;Bulf 
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Bat tTie Bill to empower the Lord-Mayor and Aldennen ^^^ 'J *^ ^ 
of the Oty of Looddt] to fct ilie Price upon all Coals com* L/^^'V-/ 

monly called Sea-CoaJf, imported into the Pore of London 
from Newc^ilk sad the Ports adjacent theneunCo, for one 
Year^-* having taken up a great deal of the Honfc's Time 
that ScHion, Mr Wmnington, who lyas Chairman of the itir %vTwiii<s» 
CDminittee, to which it was committed ^ opposed thciame; •pp*'*^" 
upon which the Speaker imdi 
• Gentlemen, 
* A Motion fo unexpefled a^ the prefent makes it difficult ^^^p"* ^^^ 
fcr me to determine in what Mr.nner to beh?.ve : Jt has ne- 
ver been the Cnftom in this HQufe to csll for the Order of 
the Day all two o"* Clock at fooneft, becaufe by that Hour 
Gentlemen areallprefent in th^ Houfe, and thereby have the 
fairer Opportunity of knowing the Senfe of the Houfe upon 
the Bufmefs of the Day : But as tiys Motion has been midc 
hj an honourable Geotlemmj and regularly feconded by a^ 
nother^ it is my Duty, if the Motion is not rctra died, to 
take the Senfe of the Houfe upon it. And Gentlemen 1 hope 
won' t be offended , if previous thereto I acquaint them witk 
toy Though^ of the ^latter It is always my Cuftom, Gen- 
llemen, before I take the Chair, to digel! in my own Mind 
the Manner in which the Affairs of the D^y may be beft 
cajTied on, both for the Eafe of Gentlemen, and the Difpatch ' 
of BuiineG, Gentlemen know very well tliat this D&y they 
£l!eto have a Conference with the Lords about fomc Amend- 
ments to the Bill for the more cffetlual fecuring the Payment 
of Rents to Xjindlords, and preventing Frauds in Tenants- 
A$ I believe the Conference will not continue very long^ per- 
haps not half an Hour, and very little of our Time will be 
fpent in the reporting it, I thought the moil proper Way 
of proceed ing on the Bufinefs of the Day, was firH to con&- 
der the Amendments of the Coal- Bill, tlien goto the Con- 
ference, and when Gentlemen are returned from the Con- 
ference, which may be about half an Hour after two o^Clock^ 
to call in the Order of the D^y^ for which the prefcntMotioa 
is made* ThtSj Gentlemen j 15 the Sciieme which I had di- 

fefled with myfelfj and I vvifh it m^y be agreeable to the 



I 
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:oufe*' 

Mr, Pultcney, 
Sir, 

* When I made the Motion, it was r^t with a Deiign to m P^tcntf 
pat the Houfe to any Inconveniences, or to Interrupt the 
other Bufinefs of the Day, But fince the SefTion of the Par- 
liament is now fo far advanced J that, if I am lightly inform- 
ed, it will continue but three Days longer ; and fince this Bill 
is of the greateft Confcquence to the Trade and Welfare of 

I the Nation 1 and if we do not go through it to-day in the 
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Committee, it is in Danger of bcirg Ji o pp e J intirely, I 
dioaght it necsflaiy to preis the Coirfidcration of it. The 
Coal Bill, I know, though of Ids Importance, will, when 
we enter upon it, engrofe much of our Time, of which 
Part may be ikvcd, by patting off the Report for 2 Day, 
becaoie Gentlemen will have Leifarc to concert the A- 
mendments among themfelres, and the Boole will perhaps 
cfeape the Trouble of a Debate. But the Bill in my Hands 
is of a difin^rent Nature ; it is a Bill in which we arc all e- 
qoally concerned, a Bill for which the Poblick is anxious, 
smd which claims all the Attention we can gire : Gentlemen 
can never be more ofefiilly employed than in (crioaily ex- 
amining how it may be amended or altered, ib as beft to 
anfwer the Ends for which it is calculated. For thefe Rea - 
ions. Sir, I fhall beg Leave toin£& upon my Motion. 

Mr. Winnington. 
Sir^ 

^ I do not believe that there ba Gentleman in dixs Houie 
who remembers a fingle Inftance of the Order of the Day 
being called for before two o* Qock. It has always been 
the Method of this Houfe to receive Reports before any other 
Bu£neis was engaged in ; and I have now. Sir, in my Hand ; 
the Report of a Committee upon the Amendments to a Bill, 
on which this Houfe has bellowed more Time and Confider- 
ation than upon any Bill that has been before it this Seflion. 
1 fhall notdifpute the Importance of the Bill which, the ho- 
nouralile Gentleman has in his Hand; but furely. Sir, Gentle- - 
snen have no Reafon to complain of the Reception it hath 
yet met with from the Houfe. It has been twice read, and or- 
dered to be committed in as fliort a Time as any Bill could bp, 
at the End of a Seflion, and amidd fuch a Multiplicity of 
Bufinefi ; it is therefore. Sir, I think, but reafbnable, that 
the Report I havq in ray Hand be now received, and that 
the Bill for which the honourable Gentleman intercfts him- 
felf, take its Turn in a regular Way.' 

Upon this Mr. Speaker intimating as if it would be a- 
greeable to him if the Motion was dropt, Mr. Pulteney faid. 
Sir, 

* Tho* I might very well be excufed from retracing the 
Motion I have made, yet your Judgment, Sir, ihall always 
have great Influence with me. If therefore Gentlemen will 
be pleafed to agree to your Propofal, I am content that the 
Report which the honourable Gentleman has to make be now 
received. 

No Reply being made to this, Mr. Winnington read the 
Report from the Committee on the Coal Bill, and the Houfe 
went thro' the firft Amendment ; which occaiioning fome 
Pebate, employed them till two p' Clock, the Hour appoint- 
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[for the ConFercnce. In the mean Time, Sir Robert ^'^^j,^'^ 
RTalpoIe and mzny other Memtx^rs coming into the Houfe^ 
Ir. Winoington moved that the farther Confide ration of the 
amendments fhould be refamed when the t Ion fere nice wai 
Upon this Mr. Pakcney rofe, up and fpoke in Sub- 
as follows ' 
Sir, 
|,If there is either Faith, Honour, or common JuJlice ^^ 
gft Gentlemen, this Motion ought not be agreed to* 
lippeaJ, Sir, to every Gentleman who wa^ in the Houfe^ 
i I iiloved for the Order of the Day ; if I did not re- 
Ilw& my Motion, from a Deference to your Jadgmeilt^ 
f tvhich influenced rae to agree to what was contrary to my 
I own. You was plea fed, Sir, to inform us how you had di- 
|t'{lcdthc Bufmefs of the Day in your own Mind; and ia 
tonfequencc of your Propofal, we were, immediateiy after 
the Conference, to enter upon the Order of the Day. Thb 
Sir, 1 agreed to, and not one Gentleman exprcffed his Dif' 
fetit. With what Face then can Gentlemen make a 
I Motion fo contrary to what they agreed to fcarce an Hour 
I ago I This, Sir, is, I muft own, a very extiaordinaty Man- 
ner of proceeding amongft Gentlemen ; and for that Reafon^ 
I Sir, were it for no other, I hope this Houfe will nfiver 
«gree to fo pernicious a Precedent/ 
Mn Winnington fpoke next : 

Sir, 

' I do not know how jnft a Conflru£lion the liondurable ifr- wiiuiiiiittH. 

Gentleman who fpoke latl has put upon your Words, but I 

am fare I underliood them in a Manner quite different from 

I whaf he feems to have done. It never encerM, Sir, into 

• my Head, to think that we were to le^e the Coal Bill a- 

bruptly, and not proceed again in it, when the Houfe comes 

I from the Conference. I could wifti Indeed that Gentlemen 

I Jiad met wieh no Difficulties in the Amendments, that we 

I might have gone into a Committee upon the honourable 

Gentleman's Motion, when we returned fom the Conference* 

1 Butj Sir, as this is a Bill of very great Confequence to the 

Cities of London and Weftminfler, I liope Gentlemen will 

be pleafed to confider, that if they Ihould poftpone it now, 

r it perhaps may not be ready for the Royal Affent this 

' SefEon ; and that before the next. Extortion may proceed 

to greater Enoimities, and the Grievance become too heavy 

to be borne. A Man, Sir, muH always be the beil Judge 

of his own Intentions, and I deckre I never had Intention 

of leaving this Bill ynfinifh'dj in order to proceed upgn 

another, which, however fond fome Gcndemcti are of it, 

may perhaps, when carefully examined, not be found of 

{mzh Importance as chey imagine/ 

Gevcrat 
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Scrcrd GccfJancB Acn declared ^tist ticv ap 
the Hode wiis to procsod cpoo thz Cool Bill dU cbe Tns 
apppointed ior tbe Caclermce, and tliat when ti&e ( 
wzh over, taej were inimwfunc lY id sdc^TC jbXd zCatiA 
SDJnee iipos tbe Bill mow^d to be coo£dercd. Ac tbe f 
Time tlicT caLed loadijopoo the Chair toinfarnidie Hode,! 
if that W25 do: his Meanicg ? ifhedidnot mxkrftaiid that it] 
W2S i^son that AEiranrr tbot theMocioQ made by Mr. Pd-J 
tcDty w2STetn&ed ^ 

Mr. Sfxakcr fecmii^ viwiOing to g^ aay pofidre DccxImiiViI 
Sir Rolm Walpc^ i^ and ^oke CO die fioU^^ 
Sir, 
' I oini myklf a Gt^ unfit to fpeak in this Debate^ bc>| 

^^uie I was DOt preicst when the bonopyable Gfftftrmail 
made the Motion that g2TC Riie to it. Bqf, I think, ^A 
neither the hoDoarabk Gentleman him^f who made the^ j 
Modon^Doranyofhis Fnends who have ficce giren the 1 
their Seak of the Matter, have afirmed, that the liODoonLbfe | 
Gentkman who (yppoSed the Motion dropt one Wbid, from! 
which it could be inferred that he dkoald be willing that the 1 
Honie fhoold leave theKU upon which we niow are, without 
oompleating it, in order to rximine another Bill, only be- 
canie it is 6) moch a Favoarite of the honouTablc Goitle- 

' manVho made the Motion, that rather than omit any 
Thing that coold tend to promote it, be cbole to ad in a 
\Cay fomewhat dark, artful, and fufpicioos, by mcring for 
the Order of the Day at a very onufual Time, when by the 
well-known Form of the Hoofe, the Preference was t6 be 
given to other Bufineis. 

* This, among Gentlemen, is an uncommon Way of a^iog, 
and like gaining a flolen March upon a dreaded Adverfary. 

* If, Sir.one Gentleman has a Fondnefs for a Bill which has, 
perhaps, coft him fome Trouble in preparing and bringing into 
the Houfe, fure it is very reafonable to indulge another Gentle- 
man in the fame Partiality for one that has cofl the Houfe 
ib much Time and Trouble in examing, canvaffing, and 
amending, as the Bill now under our Confideration has done. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, I am for refuming the Confide- 
ration of this Bill, and when we have gone thro' it, I 
fliall, with all my Heart, agree to our examining the other 
Bill, if the Houfe (hall think proper. In the mean Time, 
Sir, I cannot fee with what Reafon tbe honourable Gentle- 
man who made the Motion fhould accufe Gentlemen of 
Breach of Faith, Honour, and common Juftice, for not un- 
derftanding your Words in the very lame Manner with 
himfelf : Nor indeed do I think a Matter of this Importance 
ought to have taken up fo much of our Time: Nobody op- 
pofes our going into a Committee upon this Bill i only let us 

do 
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^t a con^^enient Time, without poflpoi^Ing otbcr Bit- 
th'Al ought to hnve the Preference. Therefore, Sir, 
entirely of Opinion^ that we ought to rdame tiie 
erCc*« Tide rat ion of the Bill now before us/ 

Puketiey^ 
Sir, 

* From wh^t was laH Tpoken, T can enfil/ forefec the Mr. PtiHtwr, 
ate af the Bill I have now iii my Hand : I can difcem thro* 
H thefe thifi Dir^uife?, thatfomc Gentlemen have Recourfc 
i a mean Expedient to hinder us from con fide ring a Bill 
gain ft which no fihevv of Re:ifc>n or Argument can be ad* 
'ajic'4. I hriEe, Sir, all Expedients, and I difd.nin all Mi- 
lifters who ufe tl^cm. Some MlnifterSj Sir, there are, who 
We upon Expedients, and who cannot do their dirty 
^ork without them» Expedients, Sir, in the Hands of 
Weak MiniflerB, are the Inftrumenu of defeating the znoH 
beneficial and of promoting the nroft deibruftivc Weafures;* 
jfcme Min liters knowj Sir^thatthe Bill for which I now Hand 
top, is a Bill that leaves no room for cobweb Negqciations, 
toconfi Hent Treaties, or mock Expeditions for the future ; and 
tkt. Sir, is the Reafon why this Method is made ufe of to 
iffldcrmine it. If I had been capable of ad;ing as the ho- 
notirabk Gentleman who fpoke la ft has fuggefted, I might 
bve had many Opportunities of caking the Advantage of 
1 thin Houfe, either to bring in or throw out Bills of the 
create fl: Confcqucnce. I appeal to every Geotleman who 
tears me, if it has not been many times in my Pouter to have 
dropt In, even upon a Land -Tax Bill, with half a Dozen 
uf my Friends, and to have thrown it out. But, Sir, I 
hve always difdained thefe Arts- The BiO, Sir, for which 
I iiavc laboured, will I hope, recommend itfelf to every 
Cendeman who has a juil Senfc of his Country's Honour ; 
and if it is decreed that it muft f?Jl to the Ground, I (hall at 
letft have the Satissfadlion of doing my Duty honcftly as an 
EDgltlhman and a Member of this Houfe. One good Cbn- 
fe^nence I am perfuaded will attend it: My Countrymen 
ivill karn, by the Fate of it, what they are to expe£l ; they 
will learHj Sir^ whether we are tamely to fubmitto fnfolencc 
indOppiefGin?, or to feize the Means of redreffing them/ 

This ?5pcech put the Houfe into fome Confufion, and be- 
ing perfonally levelled agiinil Sir Robert Walpole, he 
jijOBght proper to nfiakc the following Anfwer : 
■r Sir, 

^ The* the Manner in which the honourable Gentlemati 
vhi> {poke kil detivered himfelf ^_ may wet] excuse me 
rom faying any Thing in anfwer to a Speech fo 
'Cty unparliamentary, and fo very inconfiftent with all the 
liiles of common Decency ; yet I think I ought to fl^ew ib 
aach Regard to the HQUle as to declare, that I abhot dvny 



Sir HeUn Walpdiii 



^^b 



( 29» > r 

Expedients as mach as tEe hoooarable Gendeman woald ba 
thought to do. As for his common-place Railing againft 
JVf iniders, it gives me very liitie Trouble, (o long as 1 am 
confcioQs I do not derer\'e to have it apply'd to me. Were 
I ambitious of fhewing my Wit, I might have a feir Oppor- 
tonity of doing it by railing againft Mock- Patriots as 
much as the honourable Gentleman has been pleaied to 
do againft corrupt Miniiiers, and both perhaps might be 
equally inftrudive to the Houle. But, Railii^ of all 
Kinds, Sir, has always been lookM upon as the laft Expe- 
dient of diikppointed Ambition, and a poor Expedient it is. 
Were I . one who for many Years had onfuccefsfully endea- 
voured, by all the Arts that Malice and FaUhood could fog- 
geft, to work myielf into thofe Polls and Dignities that I 
<Hitwardly afFe<^ed to defpife ; I know not how hx^ Sir, mj 
Temper might be Towered, as to make Ufe of fuch an Expe- 
dient ; but really. Sir, if I did, I fhould make but a vc^ 
poor Figure in the W^orld. Why the honourable Gentlcniaa 
Ihould fuppofe there was any premeditated Deiign in the 
Minillry to throw out his favourite Bill, I cannot compre- 
hend. I believe every Gentleman here will in his own Mind 
scquit the Miniflry of any fuch Defign, when he refle& upon 
the Circumftance that gave Rife to this Debate. For my 
Part, Sir, I doubt not but I fhall be able, without having 
Recourfe to any other Expedient than Reafon and Argu- 
menty to fhew that the Bill for which the honourable Gen- 
tleman fo earneflly pleads is a very bad Bill; that it is a BiU 
with a fpecious Title, but of a deilrudiive Tendency. But, 
Sir, as it depends principally upon you to clear up the Fa^ 
that gave Rife to this Debate, I fhall take the Liberty t9 
beg that you would inform the Houfe how the Matter ftands^ 
and for my own Part I (hall very chearfully acquiefee in' your 
, Dccifion. 

Whqn Sir Robert fat down, the Houfe almoft unani- 

tnoufly cry'd out the. The Chair ! the Chair ! Upon whick 

Mr. Speaker fpoke to the following Effedl ; 

Gentlemen, 

tit Chair. * I am extremely forry that any Thing which fell from 

me fhould have given Occafion to a Debate of this Kind, 

and it is a very difagreeable Buflnefs to be obliged to dedaie 

my Opinion in the prefent Cafe : However, Gentlemen, as 

you call upon me fo loudly, and fo unanimoufly to do it, t 

'' will, without Regard to any Perfons, or to any DiHin^ona^ 

inform the Houfe of my real Sentiments. When I madediir 

controverted Propofal, I thought there was but vjery little t» 

do in the Coal Bill, and that it might have been eafily over 

before the Hour appointed for the Conference ; and indedL 

I muA» in juftice to the honourable Gentleman who madd 
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he €rft Motion, declare, tbat^a I underftood it, he retrad- 
his Motion upon the SuppofitiDn that the Houfe complied 
with the Terms which I propofed. Thefe Terms were, that 
bwc (hoald»after the ConfcTence was over, immediately go into 
I Committee upon the hon Gentleman's Bill As no Objec- 
tion wn5 made CO what I fuggeikd, either by the hon. Gentle- 
Ijnan who made the laft Motion, or any of his Friends, I did, in- 
Ideedjtake it for granted that the Terms of my Propofat were ac- 
Itailly agreed to. However, I fhall be very proud, if wh^t I am 
BOW going to fugged can contribute to make up this Breach. 
The Conference will probably he over in half an Hour, du- 
iTing which Time all Proceedings on Bufmefs in this Hotife 
|jire at a Stand, and Gendemen may thereby have an Oppor- 
anity of preparing Mji tiers fb as to render it fafy for the 
ioufe to difpatch the Coal Bill in a very iliort Time. I 
hall therefore take the Liberty to propofe, that after Gen- 
tlemen are returned from the Conference, the Houfe ihall 
proceed for half sn Hour upon the Coal- Bill, and then re- 
blve into a Committee on the other. If the Coal -Bill can- 
laiot be difpatdied in half an Elour^. I hope Gentlcihen will 
■be pleafed to agree with our meeting To-morrow ; and if 
hey will come early, I believe we fhall have Time enough 
pr going through the Coal-Bill, and receiving the Report 
Df the other Bill. 

Upon this Mr. Pulteney rofe and fpoke to the following 
fPurpofe\ 
Sir, 

I own the Warmth of my Temper tranfported me, when Mr.PuiteneF- 
I J fpoke I alt, into fome Expreirions, for which I am now 
f very forry. But what Man, treated as I was, could have a* 
fToided fome Excefs. As you, Sir^ h.we been fo candid as 
i inform the Houfe of the Truth of the Matter, and fo kind 
13 to propofe the Method of our Proceeding, T entirely agree 
liwithyour PropofaL I hope it is fully underflood by Gen- 
ftlemen, and that there will be no Millakes about it whetl 
he proper Time comes.' 
There being no Objc£lioii made to tht5 fropofal, the 
iNamei of the Gentlemen appointed to manage the Confe- 
lience were called over^ and after they had been gone abouc 
{half an Hour, they returned 5 upon which every Thing was 
Itarried on according to what Mr, Sptaker hrid faid 

After the firft reading the Bill, Sir Robert Walpole fpoke 
(«s follows. 



Sir, 

I don't 
l-Bill before 
at a few 



rife up now to give my Negative 
us ; I only intend at prelent to 
me appear 
O o 



Inconvcnienciea that to 



to the sitRffbfrt WaJpoii 
throw 
to lie 
again£k 
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tkf OxiMenmm. At Uie &ae Tkie J eon n^^ 
m ht oo4er gfeit DilScmltiei. On tkcov H^tmI, fhodd 
£ vgU /ar l^l^aiiu^ di^ nwil dllieT ii}^*}tel>!y plunge lai 
ijiCO m expmfnc and 211 ftncErtain Wsr, or make th« Con- 
clufiofi 9f ^ fafi; and hoDourabk Peace more difficuk, 1 IhilL 
a£l cofirrajy to my Dwti private Opiorbd, coacmrf fo cite 
Diaxy I or/e ut hh Majefty from die Stitk)n I have the Elo- 
oour la poUcIs in hb Cotmciis, jud a>ncr2ry to wkit I owe 
my Cottairy from the Seat I have ia chis Houlc, On che o- 
tljyer Hand, I ani &do fenfible of the mafiy Violences coo1IllJ^ 
t^ and ^izoTCB made by the Spaniards, tg oppQie ^nj 
TJtyng that carries a Pi^babtlity of contiibiitiQg to the Sa- 
tiihBmn which is due to our injured Merckanti, t« the Ho- 
nour of the Nation^ and the Dignity of the Crown of Brilaiti. 
I ftiall therefore take the Liberty to ftate fome Dificuldet 
tisac in uiy Appreheofion lie again ft puffing the Bill now be- 
fore ua. And that J may do tt the more dililnftly, I jhall 
Goniider this Bill a£ confifting of three difibrent Piuti, and 
give the Hotffe my Thoughts, fudi as they arc, with rcgitd 
to each of them. 

* The Bill, Sir, har, I muft acknowledge, st very pop«!ar 
Titl*^ f It h called, J BiH for the mmnffeBtml ficmrm tk 
Trade ^f his Mftjipfs Suhje&s in Jmerka ; but to me it ieemi 
to have a direfk Tendency to dellroy it. By the firil Claufe, 
Sir, the Property of all Captures made when we come to aQ 
open Rupture with Spain, is to be vefled in the Pcrfons of 
the Cap ton. The fecond Claufe gives five Pounds to every 
Sailor in his Miijefty's Navy, who Jhall be on Doand a Ship 
of ours, that Qiall take an Enemy's Ship on the open Seas : 
And by a third Claufe hh Majeily h to be Impowered ta 
grant his Letters Patent, for incorporating Societiei for fflg- 
king Conqucfls of any Citj% Town, Fort, Laiid% Settle- 
ment.^, Factories^ &c. of the Spanifh Dominiopi, and for 
alTuiing the Property of any Fhice taken to the Societifa 
tha t may be conce rn ed t he rei n . 

* By the firft Claufe I have mentioned, if all the 5pi6»iJ< 
Plate- Ships Ihould be taken by our Fleet on their ReHtrd 
from, or in I he Harbours of America, that inimenfe Trw* 
fure becomes the Property of our Officers and Seamen. I be^ 
licve> Gtrntlemen need not to be told thfit the Spaniards hflv« 
not the Property of one fifth Part of the Riches which are 
yearly brought home in their PJate-Ships ; the fajr grcatdl 
Part of the Oirgo belongs to other Nations, whg arc in 
Friendfliip and Alljaafg^ikiiifi. There Riches, Sir, were 
put on Boird the Sp»i|i4jri^wi^' in full Fnith and Coogdoici 
of our Friendfliip, ^^^^Kiers of them are no wayienp^ 

d ia our Q^arre!^ uor hav« we cvcf received from tl^ni 




'«ny Provocation. New* S[r» t iiall be glad t& k«ow liow ir 
would foimJ, it' upon a Rupture wiih Spab, ehs fleet of , 
BiiCaifi (hokiM feiziT upon the W^akti of her Fricinab and 4U 
lies, T^liO had {hipped it on Board tlie Spanifli Ships ia ihe 
full Faith and Aflfarancc of Friendlliip i and wh-it mull be 
the Confequence ef fiich Seizure, QiouJd it, by our pa^tig 
tkisBilljbe piK oue: of our Power to make ihem anvRellitutioa, 
* Sir, when I h^ve faid all ilus, I ain f^r from chi»kipg 
^at we arc not 1% fuiicient Mritch for the SpaBiitds, or if 
the prefen; Dif^rences fhould come to an open Rupture, thac 
we iliould no: be able to force them foon to do us JulUcc. 
B^t give me leave. Sir* to fiy^ that I (hink we are not $ 
Match for t *- Spum^d^j antl Fiesich too. Every Sot^' knowi 
that the Slure which the French have m the Span ill* Plate 
Ships is very confi*icrablej and this being fo, theirc is no 
RooTTi to doubt but a$ fcion as It Is known at tiie Cotjit of 
France^ that we have a pafs'd a Bill to give to our Offiecri 
iikd Seamen, that Trcafure which ibe thought fo wt:ll feca^ 
jad fcy her Frifindfhip with us, ihe will immediarely deter- 
jaine herfelf with regird to the Part ihe is to take m ihh 
Qaaiuel ; bat it is prelLHned, tlmt the DeteniunatioE will 
jigt be in our Favour. The Manner in whiek fhe will na* 
turaUy realbn on our paflSng this Bill, will be thus : * J haji 
' fcfoly'd to ibind Neuier in this Qi^arrel betwixt Spain an4 
^ Britain^ as their Differences did not kWt:€t my Intereft, 

* Bat now the Cafe is altered. I have a very great Property 
' at Stake, and I muft take effectual Care to fccure it. This 

* I cati ot^ly do, cither by i*ifeftiij| the Cond of Britain, aocj 

* thereby forcing her to accept of whnt Terni* I fball pleafe 

* to impofe* or by fending out a Squadron of Ment of Wat 

* to proteil the Spanifh 1^1 ate Ships* In this Manner^ Sir^ 
we may be ufluredj the Court of France will reafon ^ in ottf 
0r both of thefe Ways will ihe naturally ailj if we (hoold pafs 
(he preknt Bill into a Law 1 and in that Cafe I ihould not at 
kU be furp fixed to fee the next SpaniQa Plate Fleet como 
Home under a French Convoy. This, Sir, I think, h % 
prUdsnti^l Confide rac ion, why we ought not, bat after ma-< 
tiifely weighing the Consequences to agree to tlie ptifJing 
this Bilk But there are other Reafons of a different and a 
wore domeftick Natarci that ought to make us Hill more 
cautious in every Step we take in this Affair. As tl^e Law 
already ftanda, Sir* kis Majel^y may difpoie of Captures made 

Sa the Tijue of War in what manner he thinj^a iitj and 
there are many Inllances of this Houfe addreffing the Princt 
on t be Throne to grant them to the Dfiicersand Seamen con- 
Cidsed in the Oip tares. Such Grants^ Sir, h^ive never beeit 
j^nfed, when fo appl y'd for, and Captures were fcarce ever 
^otbcfwiie difpoiied of. An honourable Gedtlemj:^ in this 
^E^ O 2 tlmC^ 
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Hocfe, I bdanre, if he pfea&s can infenn you that whiltf 
h€ comma riled sl Sqcacboc of oar Ships during the lafk War 
with Spain, a Lkdct c:?.=ic from a Dake, the then Secretary 
of State, by whioi Letter his Mijefty gaye op all his Right 
Co iereral Spacifh Ships taken as Prizes in the Mediterranean^ 
in ^Toor of the Cfioen aod Sailors who took them. And^ 
Sir, we hare coc the kaft Reaibn to fofpcd that oor Seamen 
would meet wi:h Ick £i:coar?gement onder his prefent Ma- 
jeftvy than they have done under his Royal Prrdeceflbrs. I 
thizx thezefbie it v^ocld be very onsdviiable to engage in 
foch MesLKirts, as would, perhaps, put it out of his Ma- 
jcfty's Po«^cr to obtain Reparation of our paft Injuries, or 
Security for oar future Commerce. Nor can I Tee, Sir, the 
leafi Reafon why you ihonld pot that in your Statute 
Book, which you before had upon your Journals. 

' I filial! proceed, Sir, to tjie iecond Confideration, and I hope 
I ni:iy, wi:hour OfiFcrnce, be allowed to become an Advocate 

for our inju'td Merchants. I repeat it. Sir, an Advocate 

for the MercLanrs ! of whofe Intereft, however, I have 
been mifrepreienu:ci, I am as tender as the warmeft Friend 
they have. My Concern for them. Sir, is left they ihould 
foff-'r wore from us, if we pais this Bill, than they have 
fuf!i:red from the Spaniih Guarda Cbfta's. I dare iky the 
Honourable Gentlemin who brought in the Bill, did not 
conhder the Lofs our Merchants may fuflain by the Share 
they have in the Afliirance made on the Cargoes of thcfe 
Plate Ships. There is i'carce any Nation in Europe whofe 
Merc^ acts have not Effedb on board the Phte Ships,and which 
they do not t.ike care to infurc either widi our Merchants 
or tr.e Dutch. Hence ir is, Sir, that they become accountable 
for ihe Damages thefe Ships Ihall receive by Storms, by Ene- 
mies, or by other Accidents. • 

* I will fuppofe, Sir^ all Commerce to be already broken 
off with the French, by the Mcafures I have demonftrated 
they muft naturally tike on our paffing this Bill : But will 
our Infurers be thereby free from indemnifying their Lofles 
on our taking the Spanilh Plate Ships ? I believe not Sir; 
but if they were, I may venture to fay, that the Merchants 
of other neighbouring Nations, will have a Claim upon our 
Jnfurers for greater Sums, than Their Lofles by the Spanifh 
Depredations can amount to. Befldes, Sir, can we fuppoie 
the States General will be well pleafed to find fuch large De- 
mands made on their Infurers ? The Dutch have Certainly 
fufFered much by the Spaniards, tho' perhaps they have 
not had fo many Ships feized as we have ; they can daim 
the fame Right to Redrefs as we do, and if they pleafe mar 
ourfue the fame Meafures for obtaining it ; but, we find, 
>r wait the Refult of oor Councils. If the Meafoies we 
w > - Ihall 
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take carry a Probability of procurmg Satlsfadlion for 
Ball, and Security for fhe future, wc need not doubl of 

Concurrence iind Affifhince; but if we purfue Meafurea 
:h may render the Remedy woHe than the Difeafe, wc 

never imagitie that any Nation wiil determine them- 

. againlt their own Interell» 
I fhall next proceed to another Argument, drawn ^ Sir, 
a Confide ratio a ol^ the Treatment which our Mer- 
les now rehding in Spain, and other Places under 
t Crown, may receive, and of what will be the Fate 
ill our Ships which ftiall be found in any of its Ports, 
it comes to he known that rhif Parliament has 
id the Bill now before us. What may be the Value of 
'Meifchants or Ships in their Ports, I do not pretend to 
w ; but I believe I may fafely hy^ that the trading Part 
iu Nation would have Reafon to regret our taking a 
i»j that would be no fooner known at tlie Court of Spain 
D would no doubt have more early Information of it than 
Merchants themfelvci) than every Shilling of their Ef- 
I would be lequeUerMj and every Ship they have in 
ie Parts feized on. I know. Sir, it may and probably 

be objeded by forae Gentlemen^ that as this Affair has 
I long in Agitation, the Merchants by this Time are pre^ 
^ for the worft, and have found meanj to fccure their Ef- 
t fo well in thofe Parts, as to render tt tmpoilible for the 
'ernment to difcover them. But, Sir, though this might 
>ne in a free Country like oars, where the Laws admit 
) Hacks or Wheels to extort a Difcovery of tliat Kind, 
irlio can tell what Methods may be uled in a Cbuntry 
^ Liberty is not fo well undeiltood, and who fe Prince 
t^lute ? There k no Gentleman niore zealous for the 
**i" of this Nation than I aiOi or more ready to concur 
^ 'viery Meafure for afferting it : But, Sir, we are to re* 
^t-^iat other Nations may be as tender in that Point a a 
Thofe wliQ have Occafion to be much about the 
^ of Princes know very well how jealous they arc oii 
-ad J and apt to take Fire at every Thing that feems 
^^ their Honour; fhould we, at the very Time 
J^is Majeily has renew'd ' his preiEng Inftances 
^^^ Court of Spain, pafs this Bill into a L^w, 
^■^^e can have any Anfwer from that Court, tbcTc 

*^ JReafon to believe, that hja Catholic Majeily will 
n it as the higheit Indignity that can be off'ered 
j^ci may proceed to fuch Extreit^ities as moll render it 
Ll:^!^ for U9 to obtain Satisfafition for our injured Mer- 
^^y otherwiic than by Wur, the Event of which is 

^c>ubtful We have already ftreogthencd the Hands 

^^ajeily by prgmifing to lUnd by him in cvej^ Mea- 
fure 
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fare He Hiall tafcc fbr obtairimg z full SiLi$t£lwn fir < 
LoiTci of our Merchants- His M.ij^Ry^ in C^feq^ttf^ 
that Ac3c!j"dl, has given Orders to his MmilUrs itt, 
of M.^ rid, to make the jlronge^ InflaitCf'^ br qIvhoi 
Satisfa^ion 1 and llwjre are very good Gromds la I 
tliat when his Catholic Mj.]eJly i^es widi how 1 
&nd UQanimicy we hare already n^ed in this ACiff^ ill 
be the ftrongeH Motive to him for granting il. On I 
contrary, ftiould we pafs the prcfeiic fJiU inta a ( 
wc tnuii make one half of Europe either open EDcznil^l 
very cold Friends. What will be the Confe^uenci| 
t>at pkying the CouFt of Spain's Game ? This i* t 
in tbc World fhe moil wants ; and though fbe } 
wiie difpofed to give us the deEred Satisfebfiwii, 
at leaH infift upon hcr-Rlght of f^^rchmgoui 
Seas I file will lufiiX upon a fnl'i^r or clearti 
Juftice of our Merchants ComplainL-s than ihc caa f 
this Place : After they arc proved fof^cientl^ tt> ^^^ ^.^ 
rcil of the World, flie will infiit upon out Ship^ ^'^"^^♦l 
Priaes, by having on bcatd coHtrnbarkJ Goods, ^^^v*^ 
^vabt will be lier Language, when ihe finds that ^ ^^^ 
Supported by other Powers . And tk^n what r .^(^^5 
we have of being redrelVd ? But now. Sir, Jb*: It- ^^ 
felf„ Ibe ftnds that we are in earneft, that we are ^^^,' 
be trifled with, and that we jire prepared to ufe ^^^^ 
ments befidcs Remonstrances. In ihh Sitdaiioni-^ ^"^ 
will be glad to treat on reaibnable Terms ; but u 
fhe will preteod to di&te. 

* I know very well* Sir, that Bills have pafiifd 1 
of this Nature. One, I think, paiTtd in the fijfth 
Anne, and I believe that I my felf voted for It, BUv»J 
Bill was brought in after the War wa3 begun, w' 
impoiTible that any of our Friends or Allies fhonii. 
its paffirg, and when no Treaty of Acconwnoda*^ 
on Foot : Bur, Sir^ the very Revcrfe happen* to be 
at prefent- 

' By ihii Bil!^ Sir, all Prizes taken from ihc Sf|? 
after the Declaration of War, arc to be gJveii to the # 
and Senmen prefent in^e Aftion. Now, Ski 
will be proper to obl'erve^ that of late moft Wan hM.i 
darM from the Mouths of Cannons, belbre any fcr 
ration ; and. Sir, it is very probable, that if we aie oh 
come to an open Eiipture with Spain, the ^ril DecUi! 
War made on our Parti wili be from the Mouth of otif i 
In thia Eventi Sir^ I fhould be gl»d to know of ; 
man, what Time our AUits can have to wkhdra^ 
hth f or where the Jufiice will be of oiir feis£lig.| 
putting it out of QUr own Power when ^9ed« 
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sod ^ ockerKitiaHiRllfaeiiEX^ 4 

Sir, ti^ie kaaock^ vs]r xiixaiii 

jQD£b3fe» and dmfe >^es» Bdki 

1 1 fere kft andoKd mi bto^i !■, tek 
I wd K veie tm aa&d War y^tk FoBDe, 
t^pnrfesc Kii^ of S^ua^ in is^hok H^sMk tlfc^iUkUh A^ 
loefkE dieo W25 ; 6> ifet ir oude no m^e EnamkB ^tam 
tielbre* nor iiad we aoj le«rcr Frmtk The Wcdifa oTtlie 
Sfi^aifb Wefl'iDdks n^as ac tkit Time tlie SiDeum of the 
French Power : \S'e knew, if w^ ODuld oniae cut of th«t 
HgaaisiGittauioii, we Jboiild dir:ible him from camiiig on the 
Hrar* It was theie.k>fe a prudent aiid n^celikry St^p in us n> 
^iti^se oisf- SeaflieQ by al] the Hiicounkgenienc ive coiiU pof- 
fiUy give tbem, ^ut: I believe. Sir, m> GentJen>an will sf- 
£rai tkat J^madiire and die prefeat t<» be paralJeL 

< As CO Ehe Ckuk for granting Hea4 Money to opr Sallcirv 
I look apon it in a very di^FercaE Light from the former, I 
Ih^Dk it is e^ftremely pr[>peT and realoEiabley thit our Sailorv 
iticaleof a W^, iboald have fuch an Encourage mciit^ Eind 
~ all be rcry glad to concur wkh atiy Motion for that I**ir- 
(fe. It cannot be expected. Sir, thst Men fliould cn- 
Kter Dar»ger without a Profpefi of Reward, c«- fo boIdJjr 
! Death for coin moQ Wages, 1 think Frugal ity in thk 
t(& k vi:ty improper, and ani in this Point intirdy of the 
Opinion with the !K>Tu>urahlc Geackman who brought in 

theaiiK 

* I ihall proceed therefoT^ lo the third and Ia(1 Hca4 £ 
|ntypofe to fpcak to ; namely, the veiling the Property of 
the Haces which fliall be taken from the Spaniards, in the 
Pcfjbns of thofe who fhall take them. To this Claufc, Sir^ 
I catinot aflent, becaufe I am equally againit whatever 
gmaky obftra^ the Conclufion of a fafe and aa honourable 
Peace, as againll what may plunge us iiuo an unr^jual War* 
I lielkre, Sir^ tli£re an:^ rcfy few Inibticca of my ^mm 
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being concluded of late between the Powen of Europe* hf 
which dl Conquefts of the Territories of either Party made 
d tiring the Time of the War, were not mutually given up. 
Should we enaft fuch a Claufe in favour of private Pcrfom, 
and if in Confequcnce of that Claufe siny Conquefts were 
made, we mult be reduced, when a Treaty is fet on Foot^ to 
the Dilemma either of throwing in an Infuperable Obilade 
to the Conclufionof a Peace, or of committing an Injutlice 
to private Perfons by depriving them cf their Property.— 

'Tis cruCj it is poflible that tbefe Perfons may be iatif 

lied with an Equivalent^ and it is as true that pofBbly they 
may not : But fuppofe they fhould be fatisfied, it is to be 
preftimed they will make the bcH Bargain for themfelvcf 
they can, and infill upon Terms which may greatly difcon- 
een the Meafures thut the treating Powers might othermre 
concur in. This, I fay, muft very much perplex, if not 
utterly break off, any Negociation. It is not to be exprfled 
that thofe Proprietor? are to be indemnified by the King of 
Spam ; that Prince's Mimflers will infift upon a Rcflitution, 
Without having any Regnrd to the Right of Conquefl, which 
our Subjects mzy pltsid^ or the Difficukies our Crown wii! 
have to recover thefc Conquefls to he rfelf before Ihe can re- 
itore them. So that^ Sir, Ihould we tm€i this Claufe, we 
do a Thing that muft at lead very much embarrafs all future 
Negcciations for Peace, or pur the Crown to a very great 
Expence. The Difficulties Sir, that lie againil this Claufe^ 
are greater, with regard to Spain, than any other Country 
in Europe j fi nee it is provided by feveral folemn Tre3tie3| 
that no Part of the Spanish Dominion!, as then poHlfled by 
that Crown, fhall be alienated or difmembered from her 
Monarchy ; and we know what Uneafinefs fhe has given m 
in our Pofleflion of what we paid fo dearly for, and which 
has been fo often confirmed to us. For thefe Reafons, Sir» 
I think that our pafling this Claufe would be putting his Mi- 
jefty to a future Inconvenience, and in fomc Meafurc bind 
■up his Hands from making that fafe and honourable Peace 
which we all fo much defire. The Crown of Britain has an 
indifpu table Right to make Peace and War, and in my O- 
pinion it is a juft Right, and advantageous to the Subjcflp 
But, Sir, we ought to throw no Obftacles nor Difficulties in 
the Way, that may diftrefs the Crown in the Execution of 
this Right, or prevent the Condufton of a Peace confdleot 
with the Safety of the Subject and the Honour of his Mx^ 
jefty. 

* I have now, Sir, gone thro' a few of the many Objec- 
tions to this Bill : I have ftated my Difficulties, and fhali be 
glad to have them removed. I know. Sir, under what Dil^ 
advantagei I (peak, and how ready fome are, in the prefent 
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know hsm wapapahw cwtjj Argatnmc is oa cbe Side 
Loe ; attll liLcirife knMr, ^2£ Cfperf dikg tkif GOOha 
fitim sMmiflcn^ikKaTcndaiCT dkat W4j» 8 lodbcl 
«pcBiai ptoGcedii^froiD bit Fearof aWat. I ^sre bem 
loog ukd fi>lietr tiM^ RffledioiK ; boc I hsrc ^Itnip diP 
rrganied a E^spokiity rint tens ikoc aci|aired bf a licul^ 
Zaa.] for tile piblkk Liici^l ; a^d I liavc Ixcn loi^caoig^ 

POG& to fee du£ die jaoft iead^ 0|ipo&r^ of Fopa* 
guided DpoQ ai:^ odier VaewSt hxv^ hved £0 rcodre 
ks of mir CooatTj ^ tliat Oppofitkii. Tbe £x- 
Sir, of tkk, ii2£ ofteii encQaia^;ed me to oppofe 
deafurts wben they were wiM^ and JimtrTiinrff ism 
unpopukr oocs, if tlief fieie r%liL Tike £1- 
penebceof thisj Sir, lias made me lay before yon my Objec- 
dons with regard to thepaffiog the preijbnt EilL Bot at the 
feme Time» Sir, I am a$ miadK againll cbmwing coW Water 
upon tbe Zeal wbkh tl^is Hoaie has Ihewn witb le^id la 
the Infalts offered 60 our Country, as any Gentleman heie; 
-J^Taj, Sir, gWe me leave to lay, that my own Intercft is cem* 
fcerned, and, had I no other, is a ftrong Motive for our do- 
^pg every Thing that can procare us ju^ Satiifadion. I know* 
Hit, how far Mi o titers are accountable for the Counfels they 
^ive their Sorereigns^ and how far ihh Houfe Ja former 
Times looked upon them as anfwerable for the Ccroduft of the 
Sovereign, and 1 think^ Sir, they Ibould be anfwerable* — *Tis 
but a mean Exciife for a Mjni(ler,whcn any wrong Step is made 
In Government, that he is nor accountable for the Events of 
Meafuresthat never were advifed by him, and in which he 
was over- ruled by his Superiors. ^ I have always diiHained 
tbefe me:5n Subterfuges ; and with what Face can I again 
appear in this Houfc^ if fall and ample Satis fa£lJon is not 
made n% or at ledt^ if we don^t do our utmoftto obtain iu 

Bthcr by fair and peaceable Means, or by exerting all our 
:rength in cafe a War becomes necefTiry^ If my Country 
ihould call me to an Account, I would very willingly takie 
_m>on me the Blame of every Step that has been made by the 
i^overnment, fince I had the Honour to enter into the Ad- 
5 inlii ration. As to the common Notion of a Minifter'i 
eing afraid to enter Into a War, I do .n6t underiland npoa 
pbat it can be grounded. For my Far|| I never could 
? any Caufe, either from Reafon or my 0;%!! Experience, 
imagine that a Miniiler is not as Csife in Time of War» 
in Time of Peace. Nay, Sir, if wc arc to judge by 
ilcafon alone J it is the loteretl of a Mintfter, confcious of 
ny Mifmanagemcnt* that there fhould be a War; becaufe 
VoL.W Pp by 
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Anno II Geo. II. by a War the Eyes of the publick are diverted from cxamf "" 
t^^^-i^i hing into ' his Conduft ; nor is he accountnble for the bac^ 
• Succefs of a War, as he is for that of an Adminillratioa 
* I remember, Sir, when I was a' young Man, nothing 

five me a greater Pleafure than voting for a War with 
ranee ; I thought that it founded well, that it was heroic, 
and for the Glory, of my Country. But, Sir, how fatal 
in fome Refpe6ts have the Confequences of that War, 
juft and neceiTary as it was, been to Britain ? I little dreamt 
that at this Day we (hould by Means of that War be.groaning 
under fuch a Load of Debts. I little dreamt. Sir, that the 
noble Refolution the Parliament then made was tocoft us fo 
dear, or that we were to purchafe our Glory at an Expence, 
which after fo many Years, would render it extremely inconve- 
nient for us to enter into any, even the moft neceflary. War. For 
which Reafon, Sir, tho* I am as abfblutely bent upon a 
War as any Gentleman, if Satisfadion cannot be ob^ined 
by other Means ; yet I think it would be very imprudent for 
this Houfe to take any Steps that may prevent die Concln- 
' iion of a fafe and honourable Peace. This Bill, in the 

Views I now have of it, muft be attended with that Effed ; 
and tho% as I faid before, I ihall not give it my abfolute Ne- 
gative, yet Gentlemen muft excufe me, if it does not meet 
witli my G)ncurrence till I hear the Reafons anfwered 
which I have advanced againft it.' 

Several other Speeches were made on this Occafion, par- 
ticularly one by Sir Robert Walpole : But as we have al- 
ready given the Subftance of it (fee Page 283) we fhall 
proceed to that delivered by Mr. Pulteney. 
Sir, 
Mr. Fuiteney. « This Bill 18 in every Part fo evidently calculated for 

the Ends propofed by it, that I am greatly furprized that the 
honourable Gentleman who firft fpoke againft it, and who, 
by his fingle Difapprobation, has raifed all the Oppofition it 
has met with, can fee the Claufes he objefts to in fo difad- 
vantageous a Light. I am ' perfuaded, if Gentlemen had 
ferioufly reflefted on the Defign and natural G)nfequences of 
fiich a Bill, they would have fpared their Objections. The 
principal End, Sir, propofed by it, is to prevent a War; 
and the Way to obtain this End, is by a public Aft of the 
Legiflature to make it known to all the World, that we 
have h*aifed the Ardour, and encouraged the Hopes of our 
Seamen; that w^ have animated all our Fellow Subjeds 
(in cafe a Peace is refufed) to diftrefs the Enemy by ieifing 
their Wealth and PofFeilions, and confequently diminifhing 
their Power. All the Arguments therefore brought againft 
the Bill|OD the SuppoHtion that it will tend to plunge us into 

a War, 
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m War, are drawn from wrong Conclurions, Inilead 
Sir, of prccipitacing us itito 3. Wa.r, this Bill mult 
ha Hen on a Peace. By it we are aflillmg the Mi- 
nillryi we are llrengthening their Handi; we arc 
giving Weight to their Ntgociationd ; we *3re Icrchig 
6pain fee that we are in earneH Co fccure our Rtgbti by a 
fkh arid an hanoarabk Peace, or to viiidlcaie tiiem by a vi- 
gorous War* In a Word, Sir^ if the warmett Fr jend of 
t he M i n i il ry , — i f t he hono li ni ble G en tletnan w ho fi ts near 
lue, had himfelf been forming Meafures to procure a Peace, 
they could not have thought on a more ready and a more 
feStial Expedient than this Bill* 
When the Bill was committt^dj they received a few AU 
ationsj particularly the 1 4 Days, the Time limited for 
; Cominktinent of the Bill ffoin the Declaration of Wur^ 
prolonged for two Months after fuch a Declaration^ 
any fhould h^ippen: This beinz^the only material Ob- 
\ion in the Committee to the Bi™ the Queilion was put 
[jn the Bifl, as it ftood amended, and was carried in the 
[ffirmativej with only one Negative, which wjs ihat of Sir 
ert Waljiok. The Bill being engrofied, it was read 
|r a third Time, on the 15 th of May : The Q^elliofl 
ng pat, a long Debate arofe i in which the prmcipal 
Speaken, and their AigumentJ, were as follow. 
Henry Fox hf^i 

Sir, 
The Bill now under our Confid^ration, is in my Opi- M^sary FmEti s 
an of the greateft Importance ; greater perh.ips than Gi?n- 
emen commonly apptehendp The Queilion wilh me* i$ 
at whether fach or fuch Claufes of the Bill arc proper for 
ar Aifent ; but, whether this is a proper Time for pafiiiig 
ch a BilL Were yve tn an ado.il War with Spain, I don't 
ay but that there are fevcral Claufes in ihb Bill, which 
Jjght very much conduce towards rendering it fucccfsful 
In our Parts. But, Sir, as his Majefty hits not thougljt fit 
to declare that Matters are come to inch an Extremity , a: iq 
render it impofTjble to make up Matters without our er^tcrmg 
into aWar» I Ihould think it extremely imprudent in lif, to 
furp that Part of the Royal Prerogative! which in Effi£t wc 
fhould we pafs this Bill into a Law, An Iiotioiirable 
Jentleman near me the other Day* I think, prov'd to De- 
oonlt ration, that the pafTing of this Bill in any Shape, at 
lijs Junttnre, muft greatly alarm^ not only tiie Spaniards 
^ad the French, but even our moll favoured Allies*, Nay, 
jTiOTc than that, Sir, our own MerchanLs, I am afraid, would 
In Cafe of an immediate Rupture with Spain be the greatt J: 
iSuffercis. This, Sir, mnft bappeoj not 01 
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^"^ i7i?* "* ^^^^^^^^t which has in this Country, been made upon tholC 

^^^s^**-^^ EiFedts/ which poffibly may fall into the Hands of our ?r:m 
vatecrs and Ships of War ; but by the Concerns they hav« 
with the Dutch, the French, and alK other European Nations. 
Commerce is of a very delicate Nature, and whatever af- 
fed:s too fenfibly one part of the trading Intereft, muft ne- 
ccffarily affedt the whole. Therefore, Sir, I think it would . 
be highly improper for us to pafs a Bill, that n^uft give fuch 
■ , a Shock, as our faffing this Bill at this Juncture muft cer- 
tainly do. If the Inllanccs of his Majcfty for a fair and ' 
honourable Peace (hould be inefFedtual, it is very probable^ 
that fuch a Bill will be then thought of. But we ought bf^' 
no means to anticipate the Rupture, by doing any Thing^^ . 
' that may render it unavoidable. I (hall not trouble tiic » 

, Houfe farther at prefent ; other Gentlemen, I dare fay, will J 

fpcak more fully upon the Queftion ; but, I thought my 'j 
bare Negative was not fufficient upon this Occafion, withoat 
my fhewing publickly k>w heartily I am againft our paiUng 
this Bill.' •^ 

OfOflsWilght Efi^ George Wright Efq; Member for Leiceftcr, took notice,! 
among leveral other Things, that Gentlemen were very apt ^ 
to attribute the Spanilh Depredations in America, to the ; 
whole Nation of Spain ; that they talk'd as if thefe Dcpit- ■ 
/ dations had been authorized, or at leaft approv'd of by the 

Government of that Kingdom. Whereas, it did not yet ap-' 
pear, that the Government had fo much as conniv'd at any 
of them. Nor had the Court of Spain, as yet, refufed to 
order Reftitution in any one Cafe, where the Seizure had been 
made appear to be unjuft.That there was thereforeRoom ftill 
left for Negotiation ; and that if we could obtain by peaceable 
Means, the utmoft we could expeft by Force of Arms,he was 
fure no Man of common Prudence, unlefs he had fome other. ' 
View than that of the Good of his Country, would advifcus . 
to provoke the Kingdom of Spain to a War. He faid, he 
)ioped he had always ihewn himfelf as jealous for the 
^onour of his Country, and as zealous for afferting it 

^ upon all Occafions, as any Man ought to be ; but Siat, ! 

on the prefent Occafion, he muft needs think, that the ', 
Houfe had already fufficiently teftified its Zeal for the Ho- 1 
nour of the Nation, and our Concern for the Sufferings of i 
our Merchants and Seamen. That they had already ad- 
drefTed his Majefty, to dfe his utmoft Endeavours for ob* 
taining Reparation to our Merchants, and Satisfaftion to the 
Nation. That they had promifed to fupport his Majcfty, 
in whatever Meafures he fhould find necef&ry for that Pur- 
pofe. That they had even made fome Provifion for a War, 
in Cafe it fliould be found necefTary : And that, in Confe- 
^u^ce of what they had done^ they could make no Doubt, 

but 
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^t his MajeRy had fent Onler^ Co his MiniUcr 2.t 
lie CborE of Spain, to infiH upon a full and fpeedy Satis- 
Thattheir Zeal and Uruniinity in the Rcfolutions 
^ bd already come to, would probably open the Eyes of 
Omi of Spain, and produce a la Ring and Hrm Peace, 
*/oJ)n Talbot Efq; Member for Brecon ^ faid, 
' Tkt, fappofing neither the French nor Dutch had any 
|5ljajic in the SpaniOi Plate- Fleets ; yet it was certain, thac 
irewo Subjects had always a very con fide rable Share, and 
it he believed the Englifli Merchants trading to Spain, 
return j^ early large Sunas in fiullion and Spanilh Gsin to 
leirNafive Country. 

* That as the Law now ftood^ if any other Ships in which 
icy had a Concern, ihould be taken after the Declaration of 
fax, his Majefty could feparate their Share from the Reil, 
kd return it to them. But that, if that Bill fhould pafs into 
Law they muft be ruin'd: And for what ? For being concerned 
taTrade,by which they acquired great Riches to their Coun- 
f:, as well as them^Ives ; which he thought would be a 
ioft Atraordinary Piece of Injuflice, as wel! as bad Policy j 
uieis we had given them timely Warning not to be any 
Ifther concerned in thai Trade.' 

Tliefe Arguments were anfwered by Thomas Cofler Efq; 
ie of the Reprefentatives for the City of Biiftol, a» 

Sir^ 

» When Gentlemen fpeak of a War between Spain and Tljonuu Cofler SSu 
Ireat-Britaii3, they are apt to imngine that we Ihall do greac 
Itojagie to our Allies, and our MerchanLs, and vlqlate the 
featies betwixt the two Crowns, in cafe we fhould pafs this 
Jl into a Law. As I have had fome OpportiiDuies, Sir. 

knowing a littJe of the Trade between Spain and usi I 
Onot help obferving, that Gentlemen are miftakeoj if they 
ia|ine that it would do either the one or the other. Our 
trchantSj it is true, generally had fame Share in the Plate- 
ceCi ; bi3t 1 believe at pre fent they have very little. This 
iowing to the long Dependance of the Negociations betwixt 
and Spain, and the Eackwardnefs of the Court of Madrid 
I give us the leall Satisfaction. This Backward nefs, Sir» 
t^khilanding all that has been faid in Favour of that 
turtf was no Secret among our Merchants j and I will vcn- 
fe £0 fay. Sir, that there is not a Man among them who 
Dws what he is doing, who has not fore fee n a Rupture^ 
ffe two or three Years back, and taken Care to provide for 

woiifc. As to ODf Merchants refiding in Spain, Sir, caft 
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any Gentleman imagine that when they faw how our M( 
chants and Sailors ^ who in Conlequcnce of the Treaty ofSi 
villc apply *d to the Coort of Madrid for Red re fs, were trcate^^J 
at that Court, they would have expofed their EffcfU upon Pre^- 
lumption that noRuptare woikjd enfoe? It is tiow» Sii^ 
fome Time finoe we entered upon the Affairs betwixt Spie 
and tis ; and I dare iky, as loon as it was but svhilperM ic 
Spain, that the Parliament of England had refolved to look 
into the Complaints of our Merchants, there h not a Man 
there, who had any EfFeds that were not fecured before, who 
has not taken Care to fecnre thera fined. If any negledcd 
to do this, we may conclude that they are Spaniards, that b, 
they are naturalized there, anddon'^t intend to return. 

* The other Objection that Gentlemen feem to have to 
this Bill, is, that if we fliould, after a Declaration of War, 
attack any of the Spanifh Ships which have the Treafurcsea 
board, we ihalL violate the Treaties fubfifling betwixt us and 
oar Allies* It is very true. Sir, that the French, the Datch, 
and feveral Nations in Europe, have a good deal of Property 
onboard the Spanilh Plate- Fleet; and perhaps, if we fliotjld 
take itj it might do them a good deal of Damage, But 
then. Sir, it is as true that if we did take it, there is do 
Nation in Europe that could £iy, ' Vou have injur*d us,* 
There is no Nation E C^y in Europe which could cotnplain 
that we had broken our Faith, or our Treaties w^ith thcto^ 
The Rcafon of this, Sir, is very plain : All the Trade Wf^ 
or any other Nation carry on with the Spanifh Settlements ia 
America, is entirely collufive ; It Is no lefs certain, that all 
the Property which we' have in the Plate- Fleet, is regiftered 
In Spanifh Names s and therefore, no other Nation bdidcs 
the Spaniards thcmlelves, can claim a Shilling's Worth of it. 
This is pofitively ftipulated by Treaties ; fo that, if in cafe of i 
War, the Spanifh- Plate Fleet were to fall into our Hand?, 
neither the French nor the Dutch could come to us, and (^y i 

* Thefe Goods , or that Money, is ours ; and you break thf 

* Law of Nations^ you break your Treaties with us, if 
' you fhall pretend to detain them/ Should any Nation, 
Sir, talk to iis in that Manner, we might fairly put them to 
Deiiance to prove their Property l I am fure they could mt 
do it by any Thing, that Qiould appear in the Hands of the 
Matters or Sailors, or Owners of the Ships taken i bctmufr, 
it ]£ Death, by the Laws of Spain, for them to take a Shil- 
ling's Worth of EiFeds on board, belonging to the Subje8i 
of any other Crown, or State befides Spain. Therefore, 
Sir, no Nation could prove their Property in the Plate Fleet; 
and tho'* they could, yet we could have no Reafon to rcgarf 
their Claim, fince it mnH be founded upon a Bfeach cf 
Treaties, among almoE all the Powers in Europe. 

O>lo&cl 
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^^oncl Bkden fpoke next : *■" " c» ut 

Sir. ^-'^y 

' There is no Manner of Doubt, but that e very Thing,^hkh coioiai Bbicm 
fhe Honounibk Gentleman who fpke lall fa id, is true; 
Bat yet, it is a Matter highly worthy of this Houfe to coa- 
Mcr, whether we ought at prefect, by obflmately adhering 
to the Words of Treaties^ which I will venture to fay no 
KatJon has ever yet done in this Cafe, to make all the Reit 
of Earope our Enemies. The Benefits which this Nation, 
in partkular, receives from that collufive Trade mentioned 
by the honourable Gentleman, is fo great, that the Par- 
liament of Great-Britain has always very caution fly avoided 
ioing any Thing, th^)t might in the bail aiFe^ iL The 
>paiilards, on the other Hand, fot very good Reafonff, have 
dways wink'd at our carrying on that Commerce : They find 
;hat they are obliged to have recourfe to the European 
f4ations, for many Commodities, without which they can- 
not fubfift^ Thusj E mutual Conveniency begets a mutual 
Connivance, and this Houfe was fo fenfiblc of the great Ad- 
v^aniages which arofc to the Nation in the laJl War^ from the 
Commerce with the Spanifli Settlements In America, that in 
that very A^ which has been fo often mentioned by Gentle- 
men, there is an exprefs Claufe, by which certain Limits, 
Dear the Mouth of the Rio de la Hacha^ are excepted, by de- 
claring, that no Ships of the Enemy taken within thcfe Li- 
mits ought to be looked upon as lawful Prize. What was 
the Reafon, Sir, of this Exception, but becanfe the Go- 
vernment vHas very feniible of the Sweets of fuch a Com- 
merce ? For that Reafon, they thought it improper to dif- 
couiage it even in Time of War : And in order to enoou- 
rHge It they inferted that Claufe. The Reafon, Sir, why 
the Rio de la Hacha is more particularly excepted, is becaufe 
f>f the great Trade which we carried on there; and the 
Frauds pra^ifed by our Merchants and Seamen in that 
Trade, When an Englifli Ship came upon the Coail, the 
Spaniards immediately put oflT their Boats to enquire, what 
Commodities (he had on board: As ioon as they learned, 
they returned to bring Money or Eflfefts to purchafe our Com- 
modities : In the mean Time the Engliih gave the Watch- 
word to fome other of their own Ships lying on the fame 
CoaH, or perhaps innnn'd out their own Boat, and ordered it 
to lie at fome DiftancEj when the Spaniards fliould return « 
Some Time after the Spaniards return *d» and commonly 
bought what they wanted at a very dear Ratc^ paying down 
ready Money, or Efli^s which would bring Money : But 
they no fooner put off from our Shtps, than our People, who 
were ready waiting, ioimediateJy clapp*d on boajrd them, 
md ilripp'd them of every Thing. Thus one Cargoc 
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''L^^ ^ '^ -^ "^rriars aif -l 2cars. T'saa irc: T^e 
S'r^^ ?nf7,~^ Jive ;zt i ■iiimr ca .ixa Zii^^i rirsr daer re- 
nnet xon icT Terms :3 iesi vi:n je: izao. die Piniamesc 
vrzs J -err esoxcie tt -.iJt i^iinay v.iun ±19 jgyntrs and ' 
Dijtrz;£ liii 'a tuc- "^-iif??- x~ -^r^ Ninon- "Wi »r rtig Clamg 



sme'jaMSEl-rzBf:, pcrnans. ir- riot -.nsiccEiy' aware cr esc 
wKiE Cjsnecjence. fiuci Tni rraos is of ?o :ais Xadcc. 
.tt "lie iiac T^nis. ■■r. Z jwa ±at a :tie 'innmirabie Gcn- 
ttesxzn VuO cric? !^ .-ud. :tXB r.Tscs is GrilmiT^ x. ^. 
:t J T^imi nic Ijtar of 3c Treses ■nhiiTftng b e twln as 
xnd ^rsmi. Hiir ixea. ^ :s iic:i x Coilunaiu s t^ Hacle 
jas 3ifln^ jQ jc Jigtiiv ji xa* r avuu r . Tliaefbrr, Sir, 

L ^*^'^^ v_xG£'C3Id niG^tir JZXni "^^ C J fi' iiintT 32 t.'.iiifiyipi qqW 

proper ic is :a pus x BilL dizronnr liamdiB Spcxfanb lb 
ptnr-n fva dxa* 3a 3. JEnxre -TimTiff — t^Ti^ ciitf it obt pot 
zn ^rigj: 31 iiL 3Liiizier it n^imm^t ^ But »; " g » g b, Sir, 
annr*irr Psrr of :ne 3iIL 'vinch xloiI t Jdci i ea cbe Attcn- 
daiL of diis Same, znd rhar b wick j e ^iid tir the Cbnfe ia 
diift 3iII, jv whicXL his ^£:ij^7 nay jnac CniHHiifB on s or 
CIi&r^ezB 31 axiv ^rims or :i i x:rrir^ , tn tirizg ipuu, dke, and 
e^y as rieir awn. Pnpcrsr any Ijndif, FocCxteatfiOiis, or 
Karbcan hrfnngrng od die Enemy. TBis Sr, s a Qiaie 
duic all ae N^^iana ia E^xrcce, xhaoid k be pafi^d in this 
Hooje, flcaj ciink rhrTTTiglTca baond to ocpofe. 

' I kccw, Scr, ic win be faki ^ac foch s Gaixfe 
pa£ed in ne Ad of die 6^ of Qooea Ame ; but give me 
Leave co ccusre, tbac tEeie is a. Ter]r great Alteratioa with 
regard to the Foocai^ we are now apon widi Spain, ^m 
f^iat we were opoo at the Time wiien that law pafledThis 
Claaie at that Time was liable to no Ezcq)Cioiis from any 
preceding Treaties. The onlj two Treaties we then had 
with Spain, which a Qaofe of this^Kind could any way 
a/Fe^, were thde in the Yean 1667 and 1670, and there 
» no Proviiion in any of thefe Treaties, tbat coold make 
the Parliament of Er^land afraid of pafing an Ad with 
fuch a Claufc in it. I>>^y, Sir, this Claufe was no new Thing 
at that Time ; for a Foundation had been laid for it by one 
of the Articles of the laft grand Alliance, which was en« 
rrrcd into by King William ; by which all the Places, which 
this Nation could conquer from theCrown of Spain in theWeft- 
IndicSfWcrc to be annexM to the Crown of England.This Article 
was a proper Foundation for this Claufe in the Ad of the 
6th of Qiisen Anne, for encouraging our Trade to America; 
but, give me Leave, Sir, to remark that at that Time, all 
the Spaniili Weil-Indies was in the Hands of the French, 
futd this Nation undcrftood, that the French King never 
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c6ti!d have been able to hold out as he did, ii^ the bng Wiir 
betwixt the Confederates and him, if it had not been for 
the Treafures he brought from thence. Therefore, neither 
the Dutch, the Emperorj nor any of our Allien, wert 
jealous of our doing a Thiiig that might dlilrefs the common 
Enemy in fo tender a Point. 

* But how does the Cafe now Hand ? Why, Sir, by the 
Treaty of Utrcch^ particular Care is taken that no Part of 
the Spanifh Dominions ihall be alienated; and all the -con- 
traffcing Powei^ in the Grand-AUhnce are Guarantees 
for the Obfervance of this Article, Give me leav^e, for the 
itiore full Conviction of Gentlemen upon this Headj to read 
the Articles of the Treaty of Utrecht betwixt us and Spain, 
which regard this Stipnlaiion. 

* By the 8th Article it is exprefly stipulated, — - ' That 

* neither the Catholick King, nor any of his Heixs or Suc- 

* ceiTors whatfoever, ihall fell, yield, pa^^n, transfer, or by 

* any Means, or under any Name, alienate from them, 

* a.nd che Crown of Spain, tg the French, or to any 

* other Nation whatever, any Lands, Dominions, or Ter- 

* ritortcsj or any Part t^iereof, belonging to Spain, ift 

* America^ On the contrary, that the Spatiifh Dominions 

* in the Weft- Indies may be prefervcd whole and entire ; 
■ the Queen of Great- Britain engages, that flie will en* 

* deavour, and give AlSftance to the Spaniards, that the an- 

* tient Limits of their Dominions in the Weft Indies be 

* rcflored, and fettled as they Hood in the Time of the above 

* faid Catholick King, Charles H ; if it fhalJ appear that they 

* have in any Manner, or under any Pretence, been broken 

* into, or lefTened in any Part, fmce the Death of the 

* a fore faid King Charles 11, ' Which Article is confirmed 
and enforced, by the firfl: feparate Article of the fame Treaty 
in thefe Words. ' It is further agreed by this feparate Ar- 
' tide, which fhall be of the fame Force, as if it was 

* infer ted Word for Word in the Treaty, this Day conclu- 

* dcd between their Royal Majeilies, that fmce his Royal 
* Catholick Majefty is fteadfaiUy refolvcd, and does 

* folemnly promife by thefe Prefents, that he will 

* not confent to any further Alienation of Countries, 

* Provinces, or Lands of any Sort, or wherever fitu- 

* ated belonging to. the Crown of Spain j her Royal Ma- 

* jefty of Great-Britain doei like^vife reciprocally promifc, 

* that (he will perfift in chofe Meafures and Councils, by 
' which fhe has provided and taken care, that none of the 
' Parties in War ftiall require or obtain of his Catholick 

* Majefty, that any fuyther Part of the Spanifh Monarchy 

* be torn from it ; but that axiy new Demand of that Kind 

* being made, and the fame refufed by his Catholick M^efty, 
'^ Vol V. * Q.<1 ' V« 
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' her Roj^ M^tHf of Gtcac*: 
* roart, i^sut lock Dtsam^ bli be 

' Having ri^d thde Aitida, Sir» I iiajl Unk it to life 
Hm^t J^ proper it woolii be fat dm Houfe to pds a fifl^ 
beibrc any' War b declared betwixt IB aadSpts^ fer de- 
ftmytng the wh^Ie lucencioo of eIi^ Aiticlp;, e^edalfjr 
be^rc we know km the nchcf Foficxs of £iifD|ie are afic* 
ted Genllaiicii ooghi to ODsfider^ liow dhofe Powctm 
we exped ca be oitr AIIm^ ftonlfl m^e go infD a War wish 
Sp^n^ will look opoii a Slep whicb li^ a dired TcBdcBCjr tio 
Jeftroy otic of the principal Aftlcks of the Treaty of li- 
tre cth. Therefore, Sir, hiiwcvcr wect^Lry thh Bill may be 
after a War b deckjned fvithSpaiDt I caaihot think tbal at 
preiefit it woald be either wile, or expesdient for tfiii Hoafr 
to pali k at prefctit/ 

The Right hoTioorablc the Lord Polwarth Qtoke next, 
Sabfla^nce aj follows : 
Sir, 

* r am as Ai^fible as any Gentlenuo in thb Houfe Oin be 
of the great Advantage, that oar Trade with the Spajalards 
in America haa brought to tliis Nat:;^n : But, I can by no Man- 
ner of Mcani fee how the honoorable Gentleman who lpc£e 
htJi, can apply it to this Bill, Wc are now deliberating 
fvhether this Bill ought to be paJled, in order to convince 
the Spiiniards, and all Europe chat we are refolved no longer 
to bear their Infulis and Injuries, Upon what Pretence, Sir* 
were thcfc Infults and iDJuriei committed ? Why upon that 
very Faft which the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, 
a^ a great Advantage to this Nation ; I mean our Merchants 
ca.rrying on an illicit Trade with the Spaniards in Amerioi* 
Ycr* Sir, 1 fee focne Gentlemen here who have juftified the 
Spniardsj in all their Cruelties, in all their Infolence, 
npon this very Principle, that the Subje& of Great-Britain 
defcrved fuch Ufage, becaiife they were concerned in that 
Trade, I fliall however leave thefe Points to be reconciled 
iimong the honourable Gentlemen's Friends ; but beg Leave 
£0 take Notice of one or iwo Things that were thrown out. 

* The honoarable Gentleman who fpoke laft, faid that 
in our Trade upon the.Coait of New Spain mutual Convc- 
nicncy had begot a mutual Connivance ; and. Sir, will it 
not always do fo, whether we are at War with Spain or 
not ? The Trade betwixt us and New SpaiHj is juft as much 
prohibited by Treaties in Time of Peace, as in Time of 
War; fo that our paiTmgthis Bill, won't make the Spamaidi 
a Sit more fhy in trading with us than they were before. 
For if no War follow^^ upon our pafling it, then the Bill has 
no Eftc^ ; and if a W.ir fhould follow, then they jire in 
ihu very uime Danger as if this Bill had not pafs**!. Foi 
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Atir Ships and all their Efie^s become lawful Prize to his 
Ma]eJi>' and the Captors ; (o that it can be of no Manner 
of Oonfcquence to Spain, whether we pafs this Bill or not* 
All the Confeqences re^rd our own Seamen ; and the Con- 
fideration that ought to determine this Houfc, is that it will 
encourage oar Seamen to enter immediately into his Ma- 
jelly ''s Service j and k will likewife encourage private i^d ven- 
turers to (end out Privateers as foon as War is declared or 
Hoftilities begua Both which muft be a greater Advan- 
tage at the Commencement of a War, than they c?,n be after 
the War has been for fome Time carried on, becaufe our 
Enemies will then be more upon their Guard, and better 
able to repel an Attack, than tJiey can be fuppofed to be 
at the Beginning of a Rupture* By encouraging our Sea- 
men to enter voluntarily into his Majeity's Service, we fliall 
not only put it into the Power of our Government, to St 
out a powerful Squadron in a few Weeks, perhaps in ;t ftw * 

Days after they have refolved to begin Hoililkies, or to de- 
clare Wan but we Ihaflalfo ina greatMeafure prevent our being 
obliged to have Recourfe to that deftni£lJve Method of Pret- 
fing, which is fo inconfiltent with our Cbnflitution, fo hurt- 
ful to our Trade, and fo oppreffive upon our Seamen, who ' 
aje, I may fay> the molt ufeful Part of our People, 
Mr, Pulteney. 

* This Bill, Sir Js in every Part fo evidently calculated for Mr,Puite*itr 
the Ends propofcd by it, that I am greatly furprized that 
the honourable Gentleman who firft fpoke againfl it, and 
who, by his fingle Difapprobation, has raifed all theOppo- 
fttion it has met with, can fee the Claufea he objefLs to in fq 
difadvantageous a Light- I am pcrfuaded, if Gentleinen 
had fenoulTy refleftedon theDefignand natural Confequenccs 
of fuch a BilU they would have fparcd their Obje£lions. 
The principal End, Sir, pro po fed by if, is to prevent a 
War, and the Way to obtain this End, is by a publick A£l 
of the Lcgiflature to m^ke it known to all the World, that 
we have raifed the Ardour, and encouraged the Hopes of 
our Seamen ; that we have animated all our Fellow Subjects 
(in cafe a Peace is refufcd> to dtllrefe the Enemy by feizing 
their Wealth and Poifeflions, and confequemly diminifliing 
their Power. AH the Arguments therefore brought ag:iinlt 
the BiU on the Suppofition that it will tend to plunge us inca 
a War, are drawn from wrong Conclufions. Inlkad, Sir, 
of precipitating us into a War, this Bill muft hallen on a 
Peace. By it we are afliftingthe MiniJlry ; we are Arengthening 
their Hands ;we are giving Weight to their Negociations i wc 
are ' letting Spain fee that we are in earnell to fecure our 
Rights by a fafe and honourable Peace, or to vindicite them 
by a vigorous War. In a World, Sir, if the warmeft FtktwC 
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' ",8* *'* ©f the Mbiftry, ^ if the honourable Gentkmin htmfdf^ 
hai been forming Meafures' to procure a Peace, theycoidj 
jiot ha^e thought on a more really and a more efledual E39C* 
dienc than thb Bill. 

* But, SiFi before T proceed to anfwcr the Obje^ons thai 
have been thrown 00 c on thii Occafion, I mu^ beg Leave to 
remark, that ever fince I had the Honour to ijt in this Houie, 
I never faw Gentlemen fo negtigent of Parliamentary^ Datfi 
as 1 have obferved wkh regard to their Proceding upon this 
BllL It h always the Cuftom to confide r a Bill when it 
comes into a Committee, atid if the Objcflions that lie agalnft 
it, are too weighty to be got over, the Bill is then thrown 
out, and the Houfe has no further Trouble ; but if the Ob* 
jedionj are of fuch a Nature , as to be rcmovM by maki:^ 
Amendments to the BUI» it h our Duty, Sir, to lif 
thefe Objedtions before the Houfe in the Committee, that 
the proper AlEerations may be made. If no further Obje«s- 
tions are made when the Bill and Amendments are reported, 
it has al^'ay* been iook'^ upon as having the Sen fe of the 
Houfe for itj and receiving a tacit Approbation, The chirf 
Obje6:ion, Sir, made to this Bill, [and indeed it is the only 
Ohjedkiofi of any Weight 1 have yet heard again ft it) was, 
that s^s ai firft intended, it * did not gtve our Alliei 
a fuffident Time for withdrawing their Eifcdb out of thr 
Spanifh Ships i Bat fb unwilling. Sir, were the Frfends of 
this Bill to leave the kaft Obilaclc to a Meafure, which ill 
their Apprehenfion was not only proper but necelTary, that 
in the Committee they removM that Obje£tion,(tho' I do think 
it was very ill founded,) by making the Term from which this 
Bill is to take place, to be two Months after the commence* 
me nee me nt of Hortilities^ or the Dedaradon of War. This 
being done, k might be prefumed, to the Satisfeftfon of the 
Objectors, only one flight Negative being given to the Report 
from the Committee, the ftrenuous Oppofition ftill made, is 
the more unexpe£^ed in this Hoiifej becaufe the Bill now can 
neither wound the Honour, nor affeft the Intereft, of our 
AUies, thofe favourite Topics fo warmly iniilled on and 
efpoufed by the honourable Gentleman, 

* Having faid this by the way, Sir, I fliall now beg Leave 
to confider the Weight of thofe Objections, which, in 
tht honourable Gentleman's Opinion, and that of the 
Gentlemen who have fpoke on his Side, lie againft tiie 
Bill ; and when I have anfwered thefe, as I hope I ihall 
be fully able to do, I make no doubt but the honour- 
able Gentleman will keep his Word, and be open to Gun- 
fiction. I hope I may be indulged if I fliall repeat fouiC ^ut 
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6f wljat lias beai ili«a^ akcn Bodoe of; ^pedi% ism 
Ifemanj Gqatanen toe Ufbo yeie abfent wboi ttieBiQ 
Ki£ in die Qwiifnimt^ sod wbo ]iaAity mMj mft he foUj 
mfam'^ of w)xat tlieo pal^ It is safiml, Sir^ fbr^^cenf 
Uko ftd wifh another of ihc Iknie Soiciaiciil^ iitiEh hlml'df^" 
uhI as I canDoc concor widi the hammMc Gcfiikmen ia 
their Opinioa, I fhall ea^imar to coutiboc iliaii of 1^ 
Heafemablrnda of miiie. 

' 1 beg Le^Tc to obJbre in tl>e firt Pbce, thai tlie liof>- 
oufatile Gcntlemzi!, in this whole A£dr, li&s (hewn ^ great 
JeakNiry for the Honour of Spam : But, in the roean fime^ 
Itas he not been too forgetfiil of the BonoQT of Britain ? He 
•has taken it for granted that we are nom at Peace with 
Spiin : He and hi^ Friends have ^11 along reafotied upoQ 
this Soppofitionr th^ have drawn Cor^fequenccs from it, ^nd 
upon this Suppofition, they have grounded t%ir Ne^rivri 
to the Bill. Bat, Sir, give me Leave to ^y, that the Wir 
lias been long begnn ; that many B]ow% have been received* 
which it is now rime to rctLLin. We hive, Sir^ to m me- 
lancholy Degree of Certainty, he^d how the moft nfeital 
Body in ihe Nation has not only been infuhcdt plundered j 
and imprijbnrdt but tortiired and maimed in Vo]d Bloods 
Outrages I not to he juHified in the Heat of War, and which 
the Law of Nations will not allow Enemies fo pra^fe on 
one another. But, Sir, we have not heard of any Satisfac^ 
don offered on the Part of Spain i we have not heanl 
of that Court'i difowning the Proceedings^ of any one of their 
Governors ; we have not heard of their altering that uojuil, 
partial, and barbarous Method of Tryd in Spain, by which 
our Countrymen, who fall into their Hand^, are deprived * 
of all Means of making their Defence. We have not yet 
Iward of any of thcfe Governors being called to Account for 
thofe opprcHive and cruel Mcafurcs ; but, on the contraiy, 
we have feen their Cruelties recommend them to Favour, 
ajid their Infolence incouraged by Rewards. This, Sir, give 
me Leave to fay, is a direS Proof of the Approbation of the 
Spanifb Court, The Practice is confident enough with her 
prefent Maxims, with iier Claim of fcarching our Ships, 
and her ufurp'd Authority in the American Seas. The 
Manner, Sir, in which they treat the Briti/h Subjefts, 
who have been reduced to the Neceffity of waiting 
their Decifions, is as barbarous as their Pretejtti are un- 
juft* The firrt Thing that is done after their Pcrfons are 
imprifonedt is to fcquefter their Efie6ts, and deftmy their 
Papers, Thus they are at once depriv'd of all Pofiibility of 
making any Defence, even fuppofe they were to plead be- 
fore an indifferent Judge : But it is not hard to gucfe what 
fmuil be thcij Fare in a Qceft ion of Property, where the 
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theic Matters of Faft : The Hodc has already heard, from 
the Mucichs of the unhappy Snficrcrs dicinfetves^ the melan* 
choly AccouDts of their Treatment. Thefe Accounts matk. 
Sir, (I was picafed to (ke it) a fuitablc Impre(!i0n upon the 
Mind of every GentletQ^ti who heard them ; znd I dare iaj, 
sire iltll fo freih in his lmag;tnatiofi, that the Idea need iiot 
foe revived- The Reafon, Sir, why I have touched upon 
them at all, js» to prove what I have already advanced ;'that 
Spain has long been in a State of a War with us. ; though 
Gentlemen have chiefly infiiled upon the [njuHice of attacking 
iier in the Time of Peace> But, Sir, if this be Peace, I wob13 
gladly know what u Hoftility ? Have wc not lived. Sir, to 
tec the Spaniard! infult U5 in the very Seas of which we call 
ourfelves Maftcrs I Have we not lived to fee the Subje^s ol 
Britain made Slaves by a Feopie of whom they were once the 
Terror ? Have we not liv*d to fee tlie Britifh FJag^ once a 
Froteftion to our Merchants, become tp Foreigners an Ob- 
je^ of Scorn, and to our Fellow Subjcds Dellru^lion ? At 
thcfe arc Fa05bnC too certain, can any one doubt but thai Spain 
confiJers us aa Enemies ? Or can we deliberate a Moment whal 
Me^fura we are to take ? The hon. Gentkman was pl^&d 
to exprefs fotne Refentment againll falling in with popularMea- 
lures. For my Share, 1 think populai Meafures are probably 
right Me:*fure9, becaufe their being popular proves them to 
be agree -ible to the general Senfc of Mankind. This, Sir, I 
think, is a jufl Way of forming a Judgment in Cafe^ (o 
plain as the prefent : For there J9 no Occafion, Sir, for a 
Man to be acquainted with Myftcries of State, or the Secrets 
of Govern merft, in order to know that Injuflice is to be 
Tcdrefled, and the Freedom of Commerce to be fe- 
cured* 

* I come now to examine that Argument upon which 
the honourable Gentleman lays fo much Strefs ; I mean. 
Sir, the Manner in which France would determine 
herfelf. (hould the prefent Bill pafa info a Law. The 
honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to tell m how, in 
hh Opinion, France would reafon upon fuch a Step. But, 
Sir, the Affair appears to me with a quite different Face. 
It appeij's to me, that the Court of France won Id be far 
from hazarding the great Share of that Property (he has in 
the Plate Ships, by taking the Part of Spain in this Quarrel - 
She knows, or we ought to let her know. Sir, that we have 
been barbaroufly and injurioufly ufcd by the Spaniards. 
She is too well informed of what p.ifles here, not to know 
thnt there is without Doors an unanimous Spirit of Refent- 
ment and Revenge, The prefent Bill, Sir, will let her fee 
time dua Hoafe is In the ^me Difpofition. She knows what 
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elation s lx}c]i tlie Haufes have alread}r come to on dili 
tiead ; ^nd as flie knows all this, Sir, can it ever be fuppo* 
led that llie will aft fo mcotififtently with her ufual Politicks, 
M to leave to War what ihe may obtain by Negociation ! She 
knows. Sir, chat her naval Force, even when joined with 
that of Spain, will ftiU be mferior to ours, provided 
that we ejtert our Force ; and this Bill ihews her that 
we fhall exert it. What then will be her next Step ; Not a 
I>eckration of War with this Nation; fuch aProceedure would 
neither be jufl nor prudent. The wifeft and ■ iiioft obvious 
Step flie can take is to apply to the Court of Spain. -* ' Yo» 
liavc wrong' d the Britifh Subje£ls» fays fhe^ you have inful- 
ttd and plundered their Merchants, till the national Refent- 
ment is now awakened £ all Parties and all Degrees of Mea 
in that Country concur in the Refolution of taking a (evone 
jReveuge, or obtaining an ample Satisfa^ion. You are 
Ungly no Match for Britain, nor is my Fleet in a Condition 
to affiH you. But though it were otherwifc, there is no Rea- 
foa that 1 ihould put myfelf to Expences to fupport yoni In- 
jullice, or to fight your Quarrels. My Property on board 
your Plate-Ships is very large ; it runs a great Hazard, if 
cmoe we fuifer a War to break out. I have no room to hope 
that after the War h over I {hall recover my Lofles, as ufual^ 
fcy Negociation. You know the Parliament of Britain ha» 
pais'd a Bill, that puts it out of their own Power to reilore 
Part of the Wealth that fliall be taken by their Fleets, No- 
thing therefore remains, but that you give the Satbfadion Co 
jnllly rei^uired, and that Security for their future Commerce 
to which you are obliged by fo many Treaties,' ^— Thts ^ 
6ir, 1 think, and not what Gentlemen have fuggeftcd, will 
be the language of France, if we pafs this BiJU And, Sir, 
jLsI obferv'd betore.,it is trnpoiRble to contrive any BUI that can 
^rengthen the Hands of our Minifters more, or give a greater 
Weight to their Negociations- Kings, Sir, I believe, when 
they are rightly informed I are a^ honefl as other Men, and 
can make as true a Judgment of their own In te reft* France 
will find it for her Advantage to lay before the Court of 
Spain the true State of the Differences betwixt us. She will 
tell him plainly^ how we have been wrcnged ■ ihe wilt tell 
him I that our Demands of Satisfaiftion are Tupported by Juf> 
tioe; and that his own Interefl requires a Compliance ; fmce 
a Refuial mull involve him in a War, to which he is not e- 
dual, and for which he is unpreparrd. Can we imagine tii.ic 
the Court of Madrid would be deaf to fuch Argumenls at 
the&f Or can we fuggell to ourfelvea any one Advantage 
that Miniftry can expetl to obtain, by expofing their Coua^ 
tiy to a War in defence of unjuftifiable Meaiuies I Thus, 

II Fmnce will indeed become a Party in tl\J5 Quarrel ; but 
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I la Ge^ ii. if jhe regulates her Conduft by Juftice, Policy > or comjnan 
Scuie, fhe will not declare for Spain ; nor can the Paffiag 
this Bill have die ESg&. apprehended by the honoorabk 
Gentkman^ 

' But, Sir, fetting afidc all thefe Confiderations, ivc ihalJ 
fuppofe chat France is abfolately refolved, at all Events, m 
fnpport Spain. We Ihall fuppofc that Spain is obiH- 
nate in her KefuM to do ua Julticej that Qie is decer-^ 
mined to in&lt upon her Right to fearch our Ship^^ 
and CO detain the Effefts of our plundered Mcrchantf: 
In Ihort, Sir, we (hall fuppofc that the Court of France 
fees this Affiir in the very Light that the honourable Gen- 
tleman h^ mentioned. But is not thig a fatal ^ is it not zn 
eternal Argument againft refenting any future Injuries from 
Spain, where the Court of France fhall plcafc to interpofe? 
This Argil men c. Sir, will hold equally good at all Times j 
and I ihould be obliged to any Gentleoaan who could mention 
a Cafe, in which, if any Power of Europe Ihould dlfkr with 
uSi the Court of France might not equally oblige us to re- 
cede from our Rights. I Ihall readily grant. Sir, a Diffe- 
rence may poiEbly arife betwixt us and other Powers, and 
that it may he the Tntereft of France to ftand neuter till wc 
have fufiicicntly weakenMone another. But give me Leave 
to fay. Sir, that if wc reafon from the Topics the honoun* 
ble Gentleman was pleafed to make ufe of, this can nevef 
be the Cafe with refpeft to Spain, becaufe there never can 
be a Time in which Spain will not have the fame Property 
In the Plate-Ships as fhe hasatprefent: And confequent^ thdf 
can be no Time in which we ftiall he able to redreis ouifelves 
without her Leave. I appeal to every Gentleman that hcan 
me, if this be not the namral Confequence of this Argument 
Had the honourable Gentleman orried it as far as it would 
gOj he would have told ns in dire<5t Terms, * Your Seamen 
are to be inflaved, your Merchants plundered, and yoiif 
Trade ruined, becaufe if you take one Step to prevent it| 
France will interpofe. You have indeed fine PofTeffions in 
America ; you have an cxtenfive Commerce, and flourifli- 
ing Colonies, which may contribute greatly to the Richei 
of this Country, if France pi cafes to permit it. Yon hafi 
received the moft infamous Treatment, and the Honour of 
your Country has been wounded by a long Tra£l of Injuria 
and Info Its ; rhere is now a fair Opportunity put into your 
Hands of being revenged. Yes, you may, if France pleafcs : 
In ihort, if ihe pleafc not to interpofe iu favour of Spain, 
you may be fccurc a^inft all future Interruptions of your 
Commerce.'' This is a Doctrine, %Sir, which I never bop« 
to hear publickjy avowed in this Houfe i and what In- 
ilueuces it may have in other Places, I ihall ncTcr wil^ 
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o fee It adopted lierc, I hope, SFr, ft will al^sm^s be 
Maxim CO com maud Jo like wheie we arc denied it : 
We have no Need of Allies to enible us to do this ; the Sto* 
Ty of jet? kins will raife Voluntiers. We have already ena- 
bled his Majefty, if War becomes neceflliry, to profccuce 
It with Vigour; and if Peace fliall be more eligible, our 
pa fling the prefcrvt Bill is the rcadieft Way for us 
t£) procure one that will be iaie, bdling, and honoura- 
ble. 

* Give me Leave, Sir, to obferve, befides the Confidera^ 
tion I have already mentioned, one Advantage chat mutl ac- 
crue CO the Nation by our paffmg the preTent Bill . Any 
Man who takes a View of our Condu£l for fome Years pall, 
can never be at a Lofs to difcover by what Means our Neigh- 
bours have made fuch a Progrefs in the Art of Navigation, 
He will eafjly fee that it was owing to the many Difappoint- 
ments which our Sailors received by the Flu^ nation of our 
Cou¥\cils at Home. Fleets were equipped here at great Ex- 
pecces, a vail Parade was made, and our Sailors Hopes of 
enriching themfelve^, by what they fhould take from the 
Enemie&of their Country, we wound up to the higheft Pitch: 
There is no Wonder, Sir^ if, when thefe Hopes were difapr 
pointed, they entered into the Service of other Countries, where 
the Encouragement that foreign Princes wifely give them ftiH 
detains them. Ourpaffmg this Bill is, perhaps, the only Way 
of recovering them to our Service* They will now fee that we 
defign more than en empty Show, or mock Expedition, that 
©ur Refolutions of Vengeance are ibt'd, and that it is 
flow out of the Power of any Minifler to defeat their Ex:- 
pp&ations. Thisj Sir, will give them new Spirits, ic will 
revive their Love for their Country, and they will C^y to 
oneanotiier, in their plain and honetl Language, ' We now 

* fee that oar great Men at Home are in earnell ; they have 

* palled a Bill that will give us an Opportunity to repay our- 

* felves, with Advantage^ for the many Lofies and Infulls 

* we have received from the Spaniards, and for the many 

* Difappointments we have met with at Home. Let us 

* now re tarn to the Service of our Country : Let us lay 
« hold of thin Opportunity of making ourlelves rich at the 

* Ejcpence of the natural Enemies of us and our Nation, For 

* my Part, fays, one, I never would have entered into any 

* Other Service, had I not met with ib many Difappoint- 

* ments in Britain ; .and fmce Things are fo and fo, I fhall 
' chafe ruthcr to fer^^e there than any where elfe.' --Thui, 
Sir, our pafling the prefent Bill is a neccfliuy Step for us to 
take, in order to recover our induitrious Seamen from foreigri 
into hi5 Majefty*s Service. This lecms the only Expedient 
bv which ftiis important End can probably be obt^ined^ 

' Vol. V. R t T:\v&iOts^^ 
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..t- tiiis Bill to anfwer no othec 
^ irravc Sailors with a Confiden*^ 
.fttion of our AiFairSj I think that 
^ii 10 outweigh any petty Obje^ionsj 
iiih of themfelves, becaufe. Sir, while 
of the Hearts of the Sailors, he will 
^iotb the Dignity of his Crown » and Frce- 
_j lo his Subjefts* 
fi^^^ga^ Gcntieman, Sir^ who fits near me, Kas 
'' -^••fiil^f with great Tendernefe and Regard towards 

^^K^i I wiflij Sir, they may find him, and every 
€^^who has the Honour to aft in the Adminiftra- 
^,3^^ Friends. I am fure they defcrve all the Friend* 
iP^Miniftry can ihew, and all the Encouragement and 
/j^^ion the Legiilature tan give. I beg leave to fay. Sir, 
^^¥sring to the Commerce they carry on, that under a 
fg^ of unnumbcc'd Taxes, and amidft all the Difcourage- 
^jieiiteof Induilry, we are yet able to fupply the Exigencies 
of Cjovernraentj that we are yet able to prelerve the Remains 
of that Infiuence which this Crown had once over the Coun- 
cils of the reft of Europe, and that we can yet fay that there 
is one Body of Men amongft us independant. But, Sir, how 
Jong can our Merchants preferve that Independency, if their 
Rights ar^ not duly and vigoroufiy maintained hy that Go- 
vernment to the Support of which they fo largely contri- 
bare ? If they are left naked and defencekfs by thofe who 
ought to be the Guardians of our Commert:e, they mufl: of 
Ncceflity become the Prey of every petty State. I need not 
call in dtilant Fa^s, or recur to Hittory for this melancholy 
TrutL I am afraid all the late Infults offered them Abroad^ 
are the Confetjuences of a vifible Neglect of their I nte re it 
at Home* And from what has been, wemay eafily collet 
what will be the Confcqucnce of this Conduct : We have al^ 
ready been tnfuUed by our Enemies ; we ihaU foon be de- 
fpifcd hy our Allies ; we fh all be con fide red as a Nation 
without Righte, or, what is the fame, without Power to af* 
fertthem. This, Sir, muft be our Fate, nnkfs we vigo- 
roufiy reient die Injuries of our Merchants » unlefs we require 
and command a Reparation for their paft Sufferings^ and % 
fuffic lent Secnri^ from future Infults ; and cnkfs^ by a Con- 
<3uft rcfolute, and worthy of the Britifti Name, we redore 
our naval Flag to its antient Reputation, 

* Having mentioned the Britifh Flag, giv« me leare 
lo fay. Sir, that we Qught oat to filler our Ncighlxiurs m 
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hat FotDt» titAiCT from their own Conilrq^ions of 
from any former Precedents, or from any late pa* 
arance, I belie ve. Sir, it is needlefs for me to 
\ Place my Thoughts more fully on this temier 
Gentleman who has heard of ibme late Tran- 
Qw what I mean. All the Ufe I would 
is to pat Gectlemen in Mind, that by giving up 
our of the Flag, wegiva up the Safety of our Com- 
and, that by giving up our Gommercej we betray 
^1 tncerefl of our (joujitry. If the Infolencc of any of our 
fegh hours has encroahed upon the Honour of our Flag, 
either by calling it in Queftion, or by any actual Infults, it 
is otrr Duty to pafs this Bill, that they may be convinced of 
our Refoiut^on, not only to afcertain our Rights of Naviga- 
tion in thefe Seas, but to vindicate the Honour of our Flag 
throughout the World. 

* I fhall now examine the Comequences of the Argumcnta 
produced in Oppofition to this Bill. It is alledged, that if 
it paffes, the Wealth of our Allies may be feized witlmut a 
Poflibily of making Reft i tut ion. Now, Sir, I ihall fuppofe 
a Thing that 1 believe no Gentleman can deny to be very 
probable : If we refolve upon procuring to our^ Merchants a 
Reparation of their pa ft, and a Security againft future In- 
juries, we fixali be at laft obliged to enter into a War. What 
Part are we then to a£t ? Are we not to diilrefs Spain in 
ever^ Branch of herCommerce ? And {hall we not moft dJftrefs 
her by intercepting her Plate Shipsj and feizing that Trea- 
fure to which i^ie owes all her Power and all her Influence ? 
That Influence by which we are awed, and that Power by 
which we are oppreiTed ? But, Sir, according tofome Gen- 
tlemen's Way of reafoning, this cannot be done. For if we 
take the Spanifh Plate- Fleet, we muft refund to our Allies 
whatever belongs to them. Now, Sir, I appeal to every 
Gentleman who has been a Commander of a Ship, or is con- 
verfant in thefe Affairs, if he would not be very cautious 
how he attacks any Ship for whofe Cargo he muft be ac* 
countable ? Do Gentlemen think it eafy for an Admiral of 
a Fleet, or a Captain of a Ship^ to reprefs the Ardour of 
their Men when fluflied with Succefs^ and perhaps irritated 
by Refillauce ? Will not Reafon, even without Experience, 
inform U5, that no Authority, no Exa^nefs of Difcipline, 
can hinder the Sailors from plundering or deftroyjng I The 
next Step, Sir, to be taken, is not, as ufual, to adjudge 
thofe Captures to be lawful Frizes, but only fo much of the 
Cargo as belongs to our Enemies ; for our Allies^ it fcems, 
are «i bring in their Claim upon us for the Remainder ; and 
they may perhaps be prevailed upon, without any great 
Bifliculti^, by SpaiB, lo (extend their Claim to th« whole 
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Ship, wHen perhaps Half is already difpofed of by the Saf* 
lors amongfl therafelves, or to pay the Fees at a Priae Of- 
fice. 

'But, without fuppofing any indire^ Confederacy between 
our Enemies and Allies, let us only remember that lotne 
Gentlemen have afferted, that not a Fifth, and others I be- 
lieve more rightly, thx^i not a tenth Part of the Cargo of ihe 
Plate Ships belongs to the Spaiiiards. Now I am Informed, 
by Gentlemen that are no Stra^ngers to thefe Affairs^ that it 
is impoffible for a Comm;inder to prevent more than even a 
Fifth Part from being fecreted by their Crews, J think the 
Gentleman appealed to by my honourable Friend who ftta 
near me, has told us, that himfelf was brought in a Debtor, 
upon a Prize he too kg and 1 am fare no OiEcer can pretend 
to more Anthority and Wifdom than himfelf Can we then 
ib ppofe that an Officer wiSl fo far facrifice his own Interell tq 
publick Spirit, as to attack the Plate Ship^ of Spain ? May 
we not more reafonably believe that be will avoid all Occa- 
fions of falling in with thern^ than that he will purchafe a 
barren Reputation b/ the Ruin of his Family ? Should we 
go to War upon thejp Maxims^ we fhould at leaft fet all 
^^ at ions anun heard of Example of Temper and Forbear- 
ance ; fmce, though we had the Wealth of Spain in our 
Power, the Seizure of which muft render them Bankrap^^ 
both amongd: themielves and to their Neighbours, we ihall 
legard it as a Treafure facred and inviolable ; while they are 
at full Liberty to ruin our Trade, to diftrefs our Colonies, to 
infult oar Flag, and to en Have our Fellow Subjc^b, WdE 
not thefe be the Eifet^s of rejediting thia Bill ^pon the 
Grounds which the honourable Gentleman and his Friends 
have fuggefled ? Have the Hon. Gemtleman and his Friends 
propoled any Means to prevent them ? I am fare if they had, 
or if they yet ihall propofe any fuch Meafiires, I am as ready 
to concur with them as any Gentleman in diis Houfe, 

* HithertOj Sir, I have reafoned upon the Snppofition of 
the French having a large Share and Property in theie Plac? 
Ships. And I fli all readily agree that it is greatly the In- 
terell of their Merchants that thefe Ships may be unmolcllc4 
Eut that they have a Property or a Share in them, though it 
may pafs very well among private Traders, is not a lan- 
guage to be either nfed or underftood by treating Powers* 
We are, in a national Controverfy, to allow of no Property 
©r Shares but what are agreeable to the Treaties fubfiiting be- 
twixt oyr Crown and the Crown of Spain, which has ex- 
prefly precluded the Frendi from trading to the Spanifti Weft- 
/ndiss ; the l^reaties betwixt our Crown and the Crown of 
France have no lefs precluded any ftich Trade. The kil 
Clauie of the iixth Article of the Tn-^^y of Utrecht bW^ 




^lip Prance from hereafter endcavoUTing to attain or to accept *™** ]'L ^* *** 
Qf any ©chcr Ufe of Navigation or Trade, upon any Ac- 
count, to Spain* and the Spanish Weft-Indies, other than 
^hat was pradifed there in the Reign of Charles IL or than 
what fhall like wife be fully given and granted at the fame 
Time to other Nations and People concerned in Trade. And, 
Sir^ the Words of the eighth Article of that Treaty, are fo 
fall and exprefs, on this Head, that I ihaJl make jio Apo-* 
logy for reading tJiem, ' 

* And whereas, among other Conditions of the general 

* Peace, it is by common Coiifent eftabllfhed as a chief and 
' fundamental Rule^ that the Exercife of Navigation and 

■ ■ Commerce to the Span ifh Well- Indies, ihoold remain in 
• the fiime State it was in the Time of the aforefaid 
' * Charles 11 , That therefore this Rule may iiercafter be 

* obferved with inviolable Faith, and in a Manner never to 
' be broken, and thereby all Caufes of Birtruil and Sufpicion 
^ concerning that Matter may be prevented and removed, 

* ie is cfpecially agreed and conduded, that no Licence, nor 
' any Penniflion at all, ihall at any Time be given, either to 
t the French, or to any Nation whatever, in any Name, or 

»* under any Pretence, dire^ly or indireftly, to fail to, 
* irafEck in, or introduce Slavesj Goods, Merchandizes, or 
* aoy Thing whatfoever, into the Dominions fubjt^ to the 
t Crown of Spain in America, except what may be agreed 
* by the Treaty or Treaties of Commerce afore fa id, and the 

* Rights and Privileges granted in certain Conventions, com- 

* itionly called the Allien to for Nfegroes, whereof Mention 
f is made in the i 2th Article.* 

• Thefc are the Words of the Treaty ; and Words more 
exprelk there cannot be. Now, Sir, there never was a 
Treaty betwixt Spain and any other Nation, by which Spain 
gave them a Eight io import a fmgle Piece of Eight in their 
own Names ; and to tiris Day every Piece that h imported 
in the Name of any other Merchants befides thofe of Spain, 
is by the Law of Spain confifcated to the King. This has 
been already very well fpoke to by an honourable Gentleman 
in this Debate, who is himfelf engaged in Trade. Bur, Sir, 
as the Alteration that has been made in the prefent Bill by the 
Committee, makes it impofliblc for the French, or any 
Nation except Spain, to fuffer by our Proceedings, becaufe 
they will have Time to withdraw their Eflefts ; I conceive 
the Force of the Argument agaiuft this Bill, that is built 
fipon the Prejudice which it may dOj with regard to out 
Allies, falls to the Ground. This Conceffion, this Regard 
which we have fhewn for the Interelt of our Allies, muft, 
if they have either Candour or Gratitude, make them fen- 
^ble how tvnder we axe of their liitereilj and how uny\ illing 
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to give them any Provocation to becoinc Parties in this Qear- 
lel It will fhew them that we have do other Dcfign in 
pa fling this Bill, or in entering tnto a War, than to aflert 
our Mights J and fee u re our Commerce, At the fame Time, 
it gives them, as the Gentleman cxpreiTed itj a fair Warning, 
and ftiews them that we- are not to be i intimidated from pur- 
Juing oor joft Refentment^ even tho' they ftiould obftin^itely 
iiegle£l to withdraw their Effifdlsj or to continue to embark 
them in Spaniih Veflela. Thefe are fome of the good Con^ 
ieqaences that may perhaps attend the Amendment that has 
been made, tho* I think there was little Ocafion for it ; 
and I believe, I have now demonit rated that we were not ob- 
liged in Juitjce to make any fuch Amendment, or to regard 
the Riches on board thefe Ships as the Pioperty o£ any 
People except Spaniards* 

' I fliall next. Sir, conhiier what was fa id by ihe ho- 
nourable Gentleman with regard to the fjofs that ovxr Mer- 
chants muft fuftain by infuring thefe Effects. Every Gen* 
tleman^ who is converfant in Trade, knows very well how 
great the Diiference is betwixt infuring upon a Ckrgo, and 
inftinng upon a Bottom. As the Jniura^ncc in thefe Cafes 
with our Merchants, is upon Bottomry, and not upon 
Cargoes j if I am jigbtly informed, our Merchants Share, 
jf the Plate Ships (hauld be fcized, would be very inconli- 
iierable. As to the Difficulties in which our Merchants who 
^rade to Spain might be involved by this Bill, they are now pro* 
yided ag:unft by the Claufe inferted by the Committeej which 
gives them an Opportunity of putting their Effcfts out of the. 
Re:*xh of the Spanifh Government , tho* I believe, even 
fhis Alteration was hardly necefiaiy, becaufe they muH, 
from t!ie Conduft of the Court of Spain, have long feen 
this Cloud g;ul>ering, and we muil fuppofe them loil in Stu- 
pidity, if they hnve not provided for the woril. Nor can I 
Snd the leall Reafon for imagining that a Difcovcry of their 
EfFeds will be acquired by 1 orture, becaufe a Proceeding 
fo entirely unheard of, fo horrid in its Nature, and fo con- 
trary to the Law of Nations and of Arms, will fill the whole 
World with Refentment and Deteftation, and load the Au» 
ihors with fuch a general and lalling Odium, as the Wealth 
fhey might hope to gain cannot countervail. But, Sir, be- 
caufe every Gentleman cannot be fuppofed to be a Judge of 
Commerce, or the particular Inter ells of Merchants, I will 
proptife an Experiment, by which every one that pleafes, 
jnay convince himfelfof the Fitnefs of this BilL lit any 
Gentleman walk thro* Weftminfter and London, and zsk i 
e^ery 'leader he ihA] meet, his Opinion of a War with 
Spain, and of this Bill ; he will not £nd fix Men in the ' 
Kum bcr that will ml depkie mFayour of both (he one and the i 

other, ! 
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^fdier* This, Sir, T believe many Gentlemen mthisHoiife '^^JXJ^^^ 
will admit to be Fa^, and then what becomes of all the Ar- 

fumeats drawn from a Tetidemefs for the Interefl of our 
lerchants ? Can we fuppofe that if they have fuch immenfe 
Sums at Stake as has been fiiggeHed, they would declare foe 
the present Bill^ had they not other Advantages in VieWj 
that will overbalance all the Lofs they can (uftain by our 
Sizing the Plate Ship5,^ or muft wc not fuppofe, wiiat ii 
much more probable, tliat they have no fuch Sums at Stake, 
and that they therefore are pica fed with the Profped of a 
War that will reprefa the Jnfolenceof their OppreiTors? 

* I cannot difmifs the Caufe of the Traders to Spain > 
without mentioning a Story^ which, though I will not af- 
firm it to be true, fccms too remarkable to be fuppref/d. 
It is reported 5 Sifj that a Counter- Petition was fet on Foot^ 
and promoted by fonie In Power with their whole Inteieft, and 
utmoll Diligence, This Counter- Pe tit bn. Sir, was to have 
been figncd by the Merchants trading to Spain, in order to 
be prefented to this Houfe, fetting forth tJ^ Hardjhipi that 
^he Piiitiomrs mujl frffer hy a f^^ar ^vitb SpAin^ To prociire 
Hands to this Petition no Arts were untry^^ no Threatenings, 
no Promifea were omitted j yet could they not get above live 
or fix Merchants, and thofe I am informed were Roman 
Catholicks, to dgn it; of no Figure in Trade Abroad, and of 
no Intcreil among our Merchants at Home, A Petition, 
Sir, fign'd by fo few and fo inconfiderable Perfom, againft 
Petitions from all Parts of the Nation, would only havs 
drawn Contempt on thofe who promoted it, and was there- 
fore with equal Mode ft y and Prudence laid afide* I will 
not be antwerable for the Truth of my Information ; and 
therefore if any Gentleman who hears me» thinks himfelf 
injured by fuch a Report, I hope I have obliged him by 
giving him an Opporttinity of vindicating himfelf. But b* 
that as it will* I may venture to affirm that a Counter- Pe- 
tition was {et on Foot, but mifcarried for want of a Num^ 
ber of Hands to give it the Face of a Petition fit to be pre- 
fented to this Houfe. This is enough to fto^z that all our 
Merchants trading to Spain, except a very defpi cable Num- 
ber, are for a War ; fo that the Tendernefs of the honou- 
fable Gentleman, is a Tendernefs by which tliey will not 
think themfelves benefited, nor own themfelves obliged. 

* Bat, fays the bono arable Gentleman, the Power of 
making Peace or War lies in his Mijei^y'sBreall, It is a 
Prerogative not to be wreiled from him by Petitions, however 
ttniverfal, or by Arguments, however fpecious, 

* Sir, I know very well how far this Prerogative of the 
Crown extends, at lea II how far it ought to extend, and ho^v 
Mt fuch a Prerogative ^5 with hLs prcfent Majcfty : Btitko^ 
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it will not be imputed to Want of Confidence in Kis M^jt^fj 

if I affirm that even this favourite Prerogative, this darling 
Power, that is fo warmly contended for, however reafbnable 
it once waS| may now be juftl)^ difputed. In former Tlntei, 
Sir, when our Kings mnde War, they did it st their own Ex- 
penccj they went to the Field at the Head of their own Tc- 
Hants ; if any Advantage was gained, it was enjoyed by the 
Nation i and if any Lofs was fallained, it was (ullained by 
the Sovereign, It wns then but reafonable to indulge the 
Monarch in this Prerogative, becaufe he could only exercife 
it at bis own Expcnce. But our Sovereigns now make 
War at the Expence of the Nation, and hazard not their 
own Revenues, but the Fortunes, ' Intereils, and Commerce 
of their Subje^s j and therefore. Sir, it would feetn but 
reafonabfe that the People Hiould be allowed to judge a litde 
for ihemfelves ; that our Kings hearken to their Voice, ef- 
pedally when it is univerfal ; when they are not infiuenced 
hy the Arta of defigning Politicians, or heated by the Rage 
of Party. Never was Nation more unanimous than oar 
People now are, in their Demands of Satisfaction for 
the Injuries they have fo long borne from the Spaniards- 
There can be no Danger in complying with their Impor- 
tunities, ftnce there is no War, be it ever fo unfuc- 
cefsfulj but is to be preferred to fudi a Peace, a5 can only 
flatter us with a fa I fe Security, and cxpofe us more effe€liijJiy 
to a fai t hlefs PJ u nde rer . 

* I ihal!. Sir, but juft touch upon the fecond Article* 
hy which Head- Money is granted to our Sailors ; the Gcnde- 
man has owned^ Sir, that this is a very proper Meafure j 
that it is not enough for us to be barely juft, but that we 
ought like wife to be generous, if we would encourage Men 
to endure Toils, and face Danger : He has indeed expreffed 
himfclf, on that Head, with great Candour. Ait the Re- 
mark 1 beg Leave to make is, that the Gentleman is rather 
for encouniging our Sailors, at our own Expencc^ than tba^ 
of our Enemies, ^ 

* As to theObjedlion again ft vcfting the Properties of Place?* 
taken from the Enemies, in the Pcrfons of thofe who (hall 
be incorporated by his Ma jelly for that Purpofe ; I belie ve. 
Sir, we arc at prefent in PofTcftion of feveral Places can- 
quered from Spain, feveral Iflands and Fortrefles of greit 
Confcquence, which have not been rellored^ tho' ibmeof 
them have been more than once demanded Sword in Hand- 
And I cannot fee what fhould hinder us from fecuring our 
future Con quells, as well as our pa ft. It is irue, that ^ 
we go about to beg or buy a Peace, the Effects of Conqucfts 
in the Hands of private Perfons will very much embarrafs a 
Treaty: But if we iatcnd to command a Peace, and ibM 

en 
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p. Juftice, it can only be effe^ed by Shewing tliat we are Aimoir^GM. n* 
ietermm^ not to lofe any Advantage , that wc Ihall gain by 
War, 

* I hope, Sjr, 'what T have now faid is fufiident to evince 
the NeceiTity of this Bill. Former Parliaments, Sir, have 
thought it proper to pafs fuch Bills ; it was then proper ; it is 
now neceffiiry. I am far from thinking that this Nation 
ought to be the Drawcanfir of Europe, to heap Debts upon 
I>ebts, and rufh wantonly into War and Expences. But, 
Sir, I am afraid new Debts and new Wars will be the natural 
Confequcnce of fuch languid and fpiritlefs Proceedings as 
ibme Gentlemen feem to fiivour. Every petty People, every 
Neft of Pirates, every Combination of encroaching Trader^ 
will without Scruple plunder a NatJ on j that Hts down tamely 
nnderthegrofleft Injuries, and, inftead of pujiifhing, careiTes 
the Robber. If this Ad: fliould not ha.ve the expe£led In- 
fluence upon Spain, it will encourage our Seamen, and tnfpire 
our Fellow-Subje^s with a juil Confidence in his M?jefty 
and his Admin ill ration, when they fee nominal Biitinfiions 
and Party Quarrels loH in the noble Zeal for afferting the 
Rights of our Country, retrieving the Honour of our Naval 
Piag, and repairing the Lofies of our injured Merchants, 
Therefore, Sir, I give my hearty Concurrence to this Bill/ 

Sir Robert Walpole thinking himfelf reflected on, took 
the Opportunity Co offer this Juiliiication of himfcIf. 
Sir, 

* I believe, it is owing to the Zeal the Gentleman who sirRflbfrtWaipd^ 
fpoke kft has for the Honour of Britain, and to his Indig- 
nation againft the Infolence of the Spaniards, that he forgot 
fome of his ufual Candour in ftating one or two Points. Aa 
they perfonally relate to myfelf, I Jhall beg Leave to 
trouble the Houfe with a few Words on this OocaJion, 

* And firft, Sir, I appeal to every Gentleman who haa 
heard what I have faid on this Subjefl from the firft Ds^y it 
was brought into this Houfe, if I have droppM one Word 
that could be wrclled to the Meaning imputed to me by the 
honourable Gentleman, Can any Gentleman collect from 
the Expreffions I us'd, that T was jealous of the Spanifti, 
but forgetful of the Britifh Honour ? I dare appeal. Sir, to 
any Man who knows me in private Life, if he ever at any 
Time heard fuch an Infmuation fall from me. All I faid on 
that Point was in order lo prove, that it would be extremely 
improper for us to pafs this Bill, till we fee the Effect of 
his Majeliy^s late Inftances at the Court of Spain. 

* The next Part of the honourable Gentleman's Speech 
that perfonally relates to me, is what he added with re- 
gard to an abortive Petition. The Gentleman faid, ' he 
r 'was informed, it was reported, but that he would not be 
■ iVoL, V, S f * aiivj^taXiW 
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* ^nfwerablc for the Truth cf his Information ? 
is this a fair Way of rcaloning in this Houfc ? To mike 
Infmuatioris have any Weigh I, they mall be founded qd ac* 
knowl edged Fa^s. But if thcfe FaSs are mifreprefcntd, 
and aggr^ivated with invidious Circiirnftances ; if Surpidoao 
are in tangled with Certainties, and Conj enures work'd op 
into Invediivesj may not the mofl innocent Bebavioui etsm- 
tenance the moH cruet an3 unjuft Reflexions ? may iK3t ifet 
clearefl Integrity be impeached, and KeputalioBS fpertrf 
sway ? It is very true^ that a certain Petition w^ ddig«H,4Bd 
that Dei3gn was afterwards dropt So muchp Sitj and not one 
Word more of what has been affertcd on this Head, 
Truth. But J Sir, as I have been perfoaally pointed 
mnft beg Leave to fet this Affair in a juft Light ! It is ai 
my InchnatiDtt that I touch upon it at all ; but 1 am 
to it, by the Regard that every Man ought to hairc 
Truth, and for his own Chara^er* 

* The Deiign of the Petition, which is invidbuJly 
a Counter-Petition^ I will take upon me to aflert, was 
fee on Foot by any one concerned in the Adtniniflration> 
the honourable Gentleman feems to infinuate. It wai 
Meafure begun and promoted by fome of the moft confid^ 
able Merchants of the Kingdom, ant^, for aught I knowr^ 
Men as well affedled to our Conftiflution both in Churdi ' 
StatCj as any Gentleman in this Houfe* After they had 
certed the Scheme amongil themfelves, they came in a 
to defire my Advice ; which was, Sir^ that ihey 
proceed no farther in it. I told them, that I would nor 
concerned in any thing that would give the Spaniards 
leafl Reafon to imagine that the trading In tereil of Great 
Britain was divided in this Afi^ir, oriJiat this Houfe would m 
be unanimous in its Zeal for procuring jvi ft and ample Satif* 
fadlion for the Injuries of our Countrymen, and thcOhftnic- 
tionsof ourCommerce. At the fame Time I ihewed them that 
they were ading contrary td their own Interefts, and that the? 
could hope for no other Favour from Spain than to be thelali 
whom Ihe would ruin. Upon this. Sir, the Defign w^ 
dropped 5 and I believe this is known, by feveral prcfent, to 
be the true State of the Fa(5t, which the honourable Gen- 
tleman has been pleafed to reprefent as a Piece of Miniileriil 
Craft. Ilow far the Arguments produced arc conclufivc, let 
the Houfe judge : For my Part, I do not forget my Promt^ 
of beingopen to Convi^ion; but I muil feel the Force df 
an Argument before I acknowledge it, and perceive my Ob* 
jeaions invalidated before I recede from them. I do ~ 
perceive that the Gentleman has added any Weight to -^ 
own Reafons, or taken away any from mine, and iherefcM? 
1 am againft the prefent QueHion. 

Thoma! 



Thomas 
Sir, 

* The Importance of the Queftioo before us^ will juilify Mr vvinflkiBtoTC 
B» me in faying fomethingj though the Time will not allow 
El me to fay much. 

■T * The prefent Bill I apprehend to be fuch, that we fhoulJ, 
^y in palTmg it^ neither obferve our Treadesj nor confult our 
gt iDtcrelb Our Provocations have indeed been great j and 
^m many ; our Merchants have met with barbarous Treat* 
^1 ment ; and that too has been authorifedj or at leaH conn wed 
^m at by fome of the Spanifh Governors ; nor (hall J pretend to 
f^ lay that thefe Governors have been hitherto puntihed by the 

Court of Spain . But, Sir, neither the Court of Spain, nor 
^ we^ till of late, were certainly informed of the Truth of our 
^m Merchants Allegations ; and while Fa£b are yet in Difpute^ 
^m though Juflice may be delayed, it is not properly denied. 
^V * The convincing Proofs we have now received, are laid, 
^■by his Majelly^s Order, before the Court of Spain; let us 
^m wait for the Event of thefe Remonftrances, which perhaps 
™ may procure us all the Advantages we can hope for from a 

War,withoutthc Hazard,the Blood, and the Expence. If thefe 
|h Rcmonftrancei arc negle^ed^ what have we loft ? We have 
H fiil! our Swords in our Hands, to command Juftice, if we 
~ are denied it. We may then declare War, and profecute it 

with the utmoft Vigour ; the Delay wi]i, J hope, give 

new Spirit to our Councilsi becaufe it will give Juftice to our 

Caufe. 

* As the honourable Gentleman, Sir, has been picafed to 
quote an Article or two Irom the Treaty of Utrecht, I ihall 
beg leave, to do the fame. And Brft, I ihall read tie 
ijchand 1 8 th Articles of that Treaty. 

XVII, ' But if it happen through Inadvertency, Impru- 
dence, or any other Caufe, that any Subject of either of 
iheiT afore faid Royal Majeilics, do or commit any things 
by Land, Sea, or on frefh Water, in any Part of the 
World, whereby this prefent Treaty be not obferved, or 
whereby any particular Article of the fame hath not its 
Effeft, this Peace and good Correfpondence, between the 
Queen of Britain and the Spanirti King, {hall not there* 
fore be interrupted or broken, but fhall remain in ics 
former Strength, Force, and Vigour; and that Subjt£t only 
fhaJl be anfwerable for hb own FaQ, and fulFer fucb 
Pun lib ment as is infliAed by Law, and according to the 
Prefcriptions of the Law of Nations, 

* XVIIL But if (which God forbid) the Difputes which 
arc compofed fhould, at any Time, be renewed between 
their faid Royal Majeftres, and break out into open War, 
the Ships, hlerchandize, and Goods, both inoveabie and im- 
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mmtMe, of die SuljcAj on both S]<1^, which iloll bt 
' foond to tse, arMi ronam in the Ports ^nd DomiGioiis of 

* the advcrfe Paxty, ftiall qoc be cxsn£fcaJ^, or fa&w asj 
' Damage ; bat the Space of fix Months, on the one Put 

* and the other, ftiaH be granted to the hid Stibjcffe of each 

* of their Cud Royal M^jeftie?, in orfer to their felUiJg the 

* aforefaid Thing?, or any other their Effe^, or carrying 

* away and tranfporting the lame from thence, whicher- 

* focver they pleafe, without any Molellation.' 

* I believe. Sir, the Words o! thefe two Articles need no 
Commentary, they being fo fall and exprels in thcmCclves, 
and their Meaning fodire^ly contrary to the Tcnonr of the 
prefcnE BilL Wliile War is yet not declared, and before the 
Court of Spain has avowedly refbfed to do os JaAice, the 
Injuries and Violences complained of, are the Crioies of 
private Perfons ; not Hofli lilies, but Piracies ; and fo I (haE 
Hile thenit tiU a Refufal of Juilice makes them the A^ of 
the State* There arc feveral Inftances, Sir, and fome men- 
tioned in the Petition to this Hoiife, wherein our bjured Mer- 
chants have been favourably hszrd by the Court of Spain. 
If faer Intentions to grant them Relief w«re fruft rated by the 
Vilkiny of her Govemours in America, that is no more than 
I believe happens every Day^ in Relation to other Conrts, 
where their Dominions are To remote* Therefore* Sir, until 
Yfe hear the Anfwer of the Court of Spain to our late hh 
fiance?, we can never affirm that the Crown of Spain has, by 
any publick A^, authorized the Depredations complained 
of 






* The honourable Gentleman has been pleafed to 
taking Notice of another material Ohje^ion to this Bill 
This J Sir, regards the Obligations that our Crown is imdcrt 
not to confent to ^ny future Alienations of any Part of the 
SpanHh Dominions in America j tho' he might have found 
the Words by which this is cxprefly ftipalated in one of the 
Articles I which he himfelf was pleafed to quote. It is in 
the latter Fart of the eighth Article of the faid Treaty, where 
we meet with this Claufe ; • That the Spanifh Dommions ia 
' America may be preferved whole and inure, the Queen 

* of Great Britain engages, that fhe will endeavour, and give 

* Affiftance to the Spaniards* that the antient Liniits of 

* their Dominions in America be reftored and fettled a| 

* they flood in the Time of King Charles II. of Spaia, 

* if it fhall appear that they have, in any Manner, or 
' under any Pretence, been broken into* and leflened i^ 

* any Part, fince the Death of the King aforcfaid.* 

' This, Sir, was a Point of fo great Confequence, that 
the firfl Articie of the faid Treaty confirms it in Terms 
iiill more full and exprels, ' Since his Royal JilajeHy of 
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Spam Is SedMly rcfolvcdj and does folemflly promife 

* by thefe Prcfents, that he will not confent to any further 
' Alienation of Countries, Provinces or Lands, of any 
■ Sort J or wherever ficaate, belonging to Spain, her Royal 

* Majefty of Great Britain does likewife reciprocally pro- 
' mife, that flie will provide that no further Part of the 

* Spanifli Monarchy be torn from it. 

■ After fuch a Stipulation as Ehis, what can our paiHng 
the prefent Bill be termed, but a mauifeft Violation of the 
publick Faith ? But becaiife Arguments founded upon Intc- 
jell are too often of greater Weight than thofe drawn from 
jnerr fpeculative Juftice, I fhall beg leave to offer my Opi- 

lion of the Effe^, which fuch a Procedure would have upon 
[hat Commerce, for the Prefer vation of which thefe 
Meafures are propofed. 

I have, Sir, many Times heard it aflerted, that we are 
ifers in every Branch of Trade, except to our Plantations, 
and to Portugal : If this is true, let us not, without the ut- 
jnoil Cautjont give way to Counfels that may injure thefe 
two only valuabk Branches of our Commerce. I believe. 
Sir, it will eafily be granted me that the Spaniards are fu- 
periour to us in the American Seas* Their Ships are indeed 
very much infcrlour to our Men of War, yet fuch as our 
trading Vcffels cannot refill : Theie Ships, die vaft Extent of 
their Coafts, and Commodioufnefs of their Harbours, give 
them an Opportunity of equipping in fuch Numbers, that 
the Men of War, which we fhall be willing to difpatch 
thither, will not be able to protedl above a iifth Part of cur 
Merchants. Nor is this the only, or the greateft Danger^ 
to which our Commerce will be expofed. The open Effirts 
of Spain may be guarded againft and defeated j but the filent 
Encroachments of France we fhall not have Leifure to ob- 
fcrvCj nor Opportunity to prevent; the iirft will ceafc 
with the War^ but the other will A ill remain to upbraid qb 
with our Raihnefs and Imprudence. 

■ As to the Hopes, which the honourable Gentleman 
feems to entertain, that France will interpofe in our Favour, 
1 cannot but think them perfectly chimerical. France has 
larejy facrifked her Intereit to her Gencrofity» or aflifted her 
Neighbours to her own Prejudice. What Profpe^ of Ad- 
vantage can induce her to reprefent the Juftice of our 
Caufej to the King of Spain ? Will not fhe grow rich by our 
Differences .^ will {he not extend her Commerce undiflurbed, 
and enlarge her Power without Oppofition ? Her Power in 
America is already formidable^ and her Colonies flourifliing. 
Shall we not by a War incieafe that Power, and add new 
Strength to our ancient and natural Enemy ? Nor will 
f fanoe con£ne her Acijuifitions to tlie Welt-Jndie6j but makp 
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* Boff not to give w^y to pHboal Ilcileai«i on ds is* 
pomilt Qoeftjofi, How can wc gue& the Event of thk hM 
Eif peri men c f Have they any AiTurancc that the Spoiiiafilii 
lb f leva ted ^1 they reprerenE ihcm with our Gwaf^ice, b 
daring, fo haughty, and fo infolent, will Joie their Spiriti 
lower their Crcfts^ quake with Terror, &jid fmk imo Def- 
f air^, at the Refolutjon of this Iloufc ? That they will im- 
mtd'i!vtc}y beg for Mercy u Toon as we lay our Hands upon 
our Swofdi, withoui daring to hold out till they ate drawn ? 
Will mere Words and empty Sounds reHote that Reputatioii 
which hu been fo long loll, and fo pathetically lamented? 
Ii there any Magic in an Aa of Parliament, that gives it 
Power to freeze the Blood, and flacken the Nerves ; to dif- 
arm Squadrons, and fcatter Fleets ? Their Rcafonings fecm 

to be founded in the fuH Confidence of EiFeds like thefe 

I'or they have not vouchfafcd to give us the Icaft Informa- 




* the Expences of 2. War with t pow'erful Nation 
la^ be Jupported ; while they have juflifyM Mea fares of 
'bich, to vulgar Capacities, War appears the inevitable 
oofequence. The Tenour of their Reafoning is indeed 
at very uniform : They talk at one Time of nothing but 
r^ocuring a {kfe and honourable Peace ; at another, they 
acm to fiifpe^ that the Bill may produce open Hoflilities, 
id pleafe themfelves with transferring to the People a 
ranch of his Majefty's Prerogative, and giving them an 
opportunity of declaring War for themfelves- They af- 
^ri, that the People arc uninimou* in their Ardour for Ven- 
cance^ and propofe an infallible Experiment to prove that 
raaQtmlty. Suppofe the Defire as general as b pretended, 
te all Deft res proper to be gratified I U an inflamed Popu^ 
kce to give Laws to the Legiflature ? The People, I know, 
1 imitation of ibme of their Betters^ have divided Prizes, 
Dunted on Head-money, and can tonM out the Provinces of 
Werica. Conqueft, Triumph, and PoiTeffion, arc pleafingSounds, 
knd Vi^ory and War are now vulgarly taken for Terms 
)f the fame Signification, But Experiments are bell confuted 
If Experiments, and therefore J ihall take the Liberty of 
aropoung a Method by which the Inclinations of our Coun- 
jymen may be difcover«3. Let any Gentleman of thi^ 
^oufe walk through the Streets of London, and ask every 
ktan he meets, whether he is willing to abate his Expences* 
T to pay greater Taxes than he does at prefcnt, I believe I 
leed not fay what Anfwer he wiU receive, or how won - 
erfol an Unanimity he will find in all Ages, Ranks, and 
'arties. He will fee the Ardour raifed by the Talk of 
Jepredations, Injuries, Conquefts, and Vengeance, very 
^nfibiy abated by the Mention of Taxes. TheftoryofCapc 
eakins will then be told in vain, and though it has been 
lErm^d that it will raiie us Voltmtiers, it will raife, I fear^ 
Dt little Money. 

Upon the Whole, I believe, moft Gentlemen that atten- 
vely refied on all the Confeqacnees of pafling this Bill, will 
ad the Difad vantages outweigh the Benefits, and with me 
rtermine in the Negative^' 

Mr< Pulteney, 

' Sir, after all that Gentlemen have faid againft this Bill, ^'' F^J^^^^ 
mmft infill upon it that the moft material Part of my Argu- 
ent for the Bill has not been fo mochas touch M upon by 
lem ; and that is with regard to the Trade carried on by 
ranee in the Spantfti Galleons ^ which is 3 notorious Breach 
'all Treaties, 

The Queftion being put, on a Divifion the Bill was dropt, "^^^i^ ^^ 
IOCS. 106, Veas 75. rea^is- 
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Maa^ iioeo. 11. M^y 20th, His Blajefty went to the Haofe of Pe€n. asJ 
X^^^'^'^^ put an End to the Stffion wi^ the faUowiog moil gradoos 
Speech CO both Houfes^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
_^w«r*Spfedi. « I" X is with great Satisfaaion I obferve, that the Tern- 
** I per and Moderation^ which I recommended to yoa at 
<* the Opening of thb Sefiion, have been fo well prcfervcd 
** through the general Coiirfc of yotir Pjoceedings; and 
** that from a due Regard to me, and my Honour, yoa 
*• have avoided all onneceflary Occasions of Heats, and 
** Animofities, and made the Intereft of your Countiy the 
*^ principal Obje£^ of your Care and Coi^idemtioHi 

Gendcmen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I return you my Thanks for the Supplies which yoii 
** have fo chearfully and effe^ually raifed for the Service 
** of the current Year ; The Provifion you have made to 
** anfwer all Emergencies, which may become neceffary^ in 
■* Vindication of the Honour and Intereft of my Crows 
'* and People, is a great Proof of your Zeal and Concern 
" for the Welfare and Profperity of the Nation ; and fhall 
** be employed by mc in fuch a Manner, as may bell con- 
** duce to thofe Ends and Parpofcs, for which you have fg 
*< rcadUy confented to this extraordinary Expence, 

My Lords and Gcndcmen, 

" Agrcably to what hath appeared to be concurrent die 
" Opinion of both Houfes of Parliament, I have given Or- 
•f dcrs to repeat, in the ftrongeft and moft preffing Manner, 
« my Inftances at the Court of Spain, for obtaining Satis* 
" fadion for the many Injuries and LoiTes fuftamed by my 
" trading SubjefU in America, as well as an e^dtual Seen- 
•' rity of their Rights for the future ; and I hope, from the 
<« Jullice and Equity of the Catholiclc King, to procure 
** fuch Satisfa^ion and Security, as may preferve the Peace^ 
" and eftablilh a free and uninEerrupted Exercife of Na** 
*' vigation and Commerce, mutually between the Sub- 
•< jeets of both Crowns, purfuant to our Treaties, and th^ 
** Law of Nations. 

The Parliament was then prorogued ta July 27, 
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H UR S D A y^ Feb, r . A Meflage came by Sir AnnB jx c^o. ih 
Charles Dalton, U/her of the Black Rod, to the '^^^'*^' 

Commons, commanding their Amendance in the 
Houfe of Peers ^ and they attended accordingly. Being re* 
tiirn'd, Mr. Speaker reported his Majcily's Speedi^ which 
was as follows ; 



I My Lords and Gentlemen. 

** T Have, imon all OccafionSj declared, how fcnfibly I have The Ktar^Sfh 
" J_ been aifeded with the many Hardilitps and . Injuries 
*■ foitained by my trading Subje^"! in America, I have the 
" Honour of my Crown, and the true Intercft of my 
** People too much at Hearty to fee either of them iuffer 
^' any Prejudice or Diminution, without purfuing the 
*' moil proper and advantageous Methods for their real Se- 
*' curity and Prefervation. 

** Thefe Confide rat tons alone were fufficient to incite me 
** to exert my utmoft Power, in vindicating and protecting 
" our undoubted Rights and Privileges of Navigation and 
'* Commerce i and nothing could add to my own Zeal in 
" fo juft a Caufe, but the due Regard I always have to the 
f* Petitions and Complaints of mySubje^Sj and the Advice 
*' of my Parliament* The Wifdom and Prudence of your 
*^ Resolutions, upon this great and national Concern, deter - 
** mined me to begin with the more moderate Mearurea,and 
** to try, once more, what Effe^ and Influence my friendly 
" Endeavours^ and preilitig Inftanccs would have upon the 
" Court of Spain towards obtaining that Satisf3<5tion and 
'• Security, which we w^ere in titled to demand and expeft ; 
■• and your A ffu ranees to tup port me in all Events, enabled 
" me to proceed with proper Weight and Authority, 

*' Thus fupported by the concurrent Advice of bothHoufea 
" of Parliament, I loll no Time in making Preparations to 
*\ do my felf and my People Juft ice, if the Conduft 
** of the Court of Spain had laid us under that Necef- 
'• fity; and at the fame Time 1 did, in the llrongell Man- 
^^ ner, repeat my in fiances for obtaining fuch Jullice and Re^ 
*' paratjon for the many Injuries and Loffcs already fuftain- 
*' cd, and fuch an efFeftual Security for the future^ as might 
f ' prevent the Conlequences of an open Rupture^ 

Vol V. Tt "\t. 
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" It b now a great Sadsfk^ion to me, tliat I am able to 
*' acquaint you, that the Meafures I have purfued| have 
*' had fo good an Effect, that a Convention is concluded, 
** and ratified between me and the King of Spain i where- 
" by, upon Confideratipn had of the Demands on both 
" Sides, that Prince hath obliged himfelf to make Repa- 
*' ration to my Subicfls for their Lofles, by a certain fEi* 
** pulated Payment ; and Plenipotentiaries are therein named 
** and appoiotedj for regulating, within a limited Time, 
** all thoie Grievances and Abules, which have hitherto 
'* interrupted our Commerce and Navigation in the Amcri- 
*' can Seas 3 and for fettling all Matters in Difpute, in fuch 
** a Manner, as may for the future prevent, and remove 
*' all new Caufes and Pretences of Complaint^ by a 11; rift Ob- 
** fervanceof our mutual Treaties, and a juil Regard to the 
" Rights and Privileges belonging to each other* I will order 
*' the Cjon vention,and the feparate Article to be laid before you, 

** It hath been my principal Care^ to make ufe of the 
*" Confidence you repofed in me in this critical and doubtful 
•* Conj unsure, with no other View, but the general and 
*' lafting Benefit of my Kingdoms i and if all the Ends, 
*' which are to be hoped for, even from fuccefsful Arms, 
*' can be attained, without plunging the Nation into a War, 
" it muft be thought, by all reafonable and unprejudiced 
** Peribns, the moit deiirable Event* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of CommonSj 
" 1 have ordered the proper Ell i mates to be prepared, 
" and laid before yoUj for the Service of the current Year. 
" I heartily wifh, that thePofture of Affairs would have pcr- 
'* mitied me to retrench the publick Expences, for which lam 
*' obliged to demand the prefent Supplies: And [ make 
*' no Doubt, but your experienced Zeal and Affection for 
•* me and my Governraent, and the proper Concern you 
" have always ihewn for the publick Good, will induce yoa 
** to grant nie fuch Supplies, as you fhall find neceilary for 
*' the Honour and Security of me and my Kingdoms. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I cannot but eartieftly recommend it to you, cot 
*' fuffer any Prejudices or Animofitie^, to have a Share in 
** your Deliberation at this important Conjuncture, which 
" feems in a particular Manner, to cal! upon you to unite 
* ' in carrying on fuch Meafures, as will be moft conducive 
** to the true Intereft and Advantage of my People," 

Upon a Motion made by Mr, Campbel * of Pembrokelliife^ 
the following Addrefs of Thanks was agreed to. 
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Moil gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty^s mofl: dutiful and loyal Subjefts, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
alTembled, do beg Leave to re tarn your Majefty our un- 
feigned Thanks for your Majefly's moJt gracious Speech 
from the Throne. 

" We acknowledge your Majefty*s great Goodnefs in 
the conftant Regard your Majelly has &en plea fed to ex- 
prefs to the Petitions and Complaints of your Subjedts, 
and the Advice of your Parliamentj and in purfuing iuch 
Meafiires for the Honour and Dignity of your Crown 
arid the true In cere ft of your People, as your Majefly 
in your great Wifdom judged to be moft proper and advan- 
tageous. 

** We congratulate your Majefty on the Succefs of your 
Ro3?al Endeavours, in concluding a Convention wkh the 
King of Spain J whereby Reparation is Jlipulated to be 
made and paid to your Maj efty's injured Subjeft?, and 
Plenipotentiaries are appointed for regulating all thofe 
Grievances and Abufes, which have hitherto interrupted 
our Commerce and Navigation, and for removing all fu- 
ture Caufesand Pretences of Complaint. 
" We beg Leave to aJTure your Majefty, that your faith- 
ful Commons will effedually fupport your Majeily in ac- 
compli Ihing and bringing to Perfection this great and ne* 
ceffary Work, in fuch a Manner as may anfwer the juft 
Demands and Expe^ationa of your Majefty and your 
People. 

" And your Majefty may be a flared ^ that your faith- 
ful Commons will grant to your Majefty fuch SuppIieSj as 
Ihall be neceflTary for the Honour and Security of your 
Majefty and your Kingdoms ; and that we wilt endea- 
vour to avoid all Heats and Animofities in carrying 
on the Publick Buiinefs ac this critical and important 
Conjundure,'' 
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The Motion for this Addrefi produced the following Debate* Otbuc ppm the 
Sir Wil liam Windham, aS^IJ''' *^' 

Sir, 
* Tho' no Gentleman in this Houfe has a greater Regard 5;^ wauam Win4- 
I for Ills Majefty than I have, nor would be more ready to t»"^* 
I agree to every Expreflion of Zeal and Duty to hb Perfon, yet 
I I can by no Means agree to an Addrefs in the Terms of this 
\ Motion. In the firft Place, Sir, give me leave to obferve^ 
* it looks a little fufpicious, that the Meeting of Parliament 
I has been put off at this critical and important Jundure for 
\ fourteen Da.ys, Tho' I am not very apt to believe vulgar 
ItcportE, yet I am ibrry to fay, it is but too probable, that 
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the Court of Spain had dar'd to tjifle with as in a moft egre* 
gious Manner, notwithftanding the Refolutions both Houfei 
came to laft Seffion; and that they could not be brought 
to make the leaft Concefllon in our Favoiirj till we had given 
up every thing that we ought moli ftrenuoufly to have in- 
filled on. I fay^ Sir^ it isl>ut ton probable, that this is the 
true Reafon why we did not fit fourteen Days ago. Th« 
Spaniards knew well, that fo me thing mult be done to fatlsfy 
the Expeftations of the Parliament and the Nation; they 
knew that our Miniftry would purchafc this at any Rate; 
they knew at the fame Time, by repeated Experience, tha| 
we arc fo far from being fond of Fighting, that we would 
give up almoil any thing rather than enter into a juft and ne- 
ceflary War. Therefore they put Things off from Time to 
Time, till they brought ua to the very critical Day, J jm^ 
fay Hour, when it was neceflary for us to grant them their 
own Terms- I beg Jeave to give my Jleafonsfor thinking foj 
and thefe Reafons fhall be founded upon the greaieft and moft 
unqueflionable Authority, the Words of hl^ Majeib^i 
Speech. We are told there j Sir, that a Convention with 
Sfiain b concluded and ratified ; and that in Confciiuence of 
th IB Convention, Plenipotentiaries have been nominated for 
fedjeiEng within a limiLed Time all our Grievances and A- 
bufes. I have no Manner of Dcfign to foreftal the Opinion of 
the Houfe wpon this Convention > I hope we ftiall he foon h* 
vocired with feeing it, an^l I wi(h that it may be found a good 
one. But I beg leave to take notice, that our MiniHers 
would have fhewn a much greater Regard for the Sentiments 
of Parhamcnt than they have done, if this Convention had 
been communicated to the Houfe before it was ratified. By 
this Means, Sir, we fhould not have been put to the ungmte^ 
fill Task of perhaps condemning a Meafure which has ha4 
the royal Sanation, and which is now in fome Sort irrc* 
vocable. But how have our Miniftiy managed f Why^, Sir, 
they put off the Meeting of Parliament for fourteen Days^ 
in order to throw this, 1 may call h^ unfurmo no table Dif* 
ficulty in our Way i and then we are told^ that this Om- 
vention is concluded, not only concluded but ratiBed, and 
jiot only fo, but that Plenipotentiaries arc appointed to fee i| 
executed, and to carry it into a definitive Treat)% This ii4 
Very bold Stroke, efpecially as the Parliament has already 
pointed out what our Rights are* If Regard has been ha4 
to the Refolutions of Parliament, I can ke no Manner of 
Rcafon for appointing Plenipotentiaries for fettling all Mat- 
ters in Difpute. The Parliament, I think, hai already dont 
that, by exprefly afcertaining what the Rights ajid Privilege? 
of this Nation with regard to our Navigation in the Indies 
f^9 * T^^ refore I canno t conce i vc what thefe G entlcmen oar 
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ffenipothitiaries are to fctde, unlefe they intend, by virtue of 
llieiT fall Powers, to give up fome Part of wlmt the Parlia- 
jnenE has already §amd to be the undoubted Right of thU 
Kation. X am certain, Sir, that if they had made the Refo- 
JotioDs which the Parliament came to lall Seffion the Foun- 
dation of their Demands; ifthey haddifcovered a Refolu- 
tbn to break oiF all Treating, rather than depart from the 
Senfe of Parhament, either a definitive Treaty might have 
been obtained, or we ihoald by this Time have known the 
worft* Eat by what appears from his Majefty's Speech, this 
Convention is no othet than a Preliminary ; and in all Pro- 
bability a very bad Preliminary too ; and the Miniller has 
ventured to clothe fome of his Creatures with full Powers to 
give up the Rights of this Nation; for they may doit, if they 
daxe* 

■ I know. Sir, it willbc faid, that if thefe Plenipotentiaries 
ftould ad; fn fo fcandalous a Manner, they are liable to the 
Cenfure of this Houfe. But will it be any Satisfaction to our 
injured Country, that t^vo or three Perfons, who have but 
very little Propertyj and perhaps as little Reputation to lofe, 
0iail fall under the Cenfure of this Houfe^ after they have 
fiiamefnlly facrlficed her mod valuable Privileges. Befides, 
Sir, how eafy is it for a Stare Offender to skreen himfelf 
from the Jpftice of his Country by flying from it, when he 
has made any Step to its Difad vantage or Diflionour ? Thi$ 
is no uncommon Thing ; and I fhould not at all be furprifed, 
even if the Authors, whoever they are, of this Convention^ 
Ihould hnd it necefTajy to keep thofe Underlings, whom the/ 
have employed in concluding it, at a Diftance, and not fuffer 
them to return, left they be obliged to diicover fome Secrets 
which certain Gentlemen may think neceiTary to be conceal- 
ed. Should a dishonourable definitive Treaty be concluded 
upon the Footing of this Convention, our moft valuable 
Rights, even the Independency of this Crown, may be given 
up, without our being able either to fave them, or to bring 
the Atithors to condign Punifhment, I remember to have 
heard or read, that the Gentleman who concluded the Ame- 
rican Treaty, the Obfervance of which is all we now con- 
tend for with tiie Crown of Spain, and which was in thofe 
Days looked upon as a very bad one, never thought fit to 
return to England,, for Fear of a Parliamentary Cenfure. 

* From thefe Confiderations and many other, I belicjre 
Gentlemen will find it no eafy Matter for them to agree tq 
the prefent Motfon, With what Propriety, Sir, can we 
psngr^tulate his Majsfty on his Succefs, in concluding a 
Mcjiurt:, before we know what Kind of a Mcafure it is. 
No Gendeman here can, or at leaft will, take it upon him 
to ia form this Houfe, what are the particular Heads of chi| 
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Convention } wliat are the Sums Hipulated to be paid, or m 
what Manner our Grievances^ which have been fo fully 
proved in Parliament, and are fo loudly complained of hy 
the N^^tioiij are to be redrefs'd. If we can fappofe the 
Sum that 15 ftipulated by this Convention, to amount to one 
tenth Part of what we have faffered hy the Spaniards ; if we 
can fnppofe that there is a Claufe in the Convention, which 
leaves all the former Treaties betwixt us and Spain at the 
Mercy of ihofe Plenipotentiaries ; if we fuppofe farther. 
Sir, that fome Part of cur Rights and PofTeifions are attaally 
given up by this Convention, will any Gentleman fay that 
we ought to agree to this Motion, and return Thanks for 
Meafures, not only before we know what they are, but 
after the ftrongeil Reafon forprefuming that they are bad. t 
hope therefore. Gentlemen wiU think it fufficient, if we 
fliall upon this Occafion, confine ourfelves to thofc Expr«f- 
ilons, that are refpeftfu! and dutiful to hh Majc{ly*s Perfon^ 
without adding any Thing in our Addrcf^, that may look 
lil;e a.n Approbation of this Convention. For this Purpofe, 
I think, we ought to leave out all the Words of this Ad- 
^r^h, but the firfl: and lall Paragraphs*' 

Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir, 

' The Importance of this Juncture, the Expeftations of 
the Houfe, and the Share I have the Honour to bear in his 
Miijefty's Counfels, make it proper and neceflary that I 
fhould fay fo mew hat on this Occafign i But at the fame Tiatei 
I own that I am able to fay nothing that can give any Gen- 
tleman, who judges CDolIy and impartially, any additional 
Conviftion of this Addrefs without the Amendment being 
proper, befides what he muil receive from reading the 
Words of the Addrefs itfelf. 

* We have now, Sir, enterM into a Debate about a 
Meafure, the Event of which mufl, in fome Degree* in- 
fluence Poilerity in the Judgment that they fhall form of the 
Wifdom of the Britifli Government during his prefent Ma* 
jelly's Reign. The Wrongs we have recieved from Spain 
have been great, and the prefent Age expeds that the Satis- 
ia^ion we are to receive, or the Revenge we are to take fbr 
^hefe Wrongs, will be great alfo. Future Ages, Sir, in 
cafe the prefent is difap pointed in this E>:peftrition, will 
look upon us Rs a difpirited, corrupted, mean People | in 
fhort, they will look upon U5 in the fame Light in which 
fcnie Gentlemen take the Liberty to reprefent the Miniflry. 
But, Sir, if on this Occafion his Maj eft y's Mini fters have ob- 
tained more than ever on like Occafions was known to be 
obtained ; if they have reconciled the Peace of their Coun- 
|ry to her true Incereft ; if this Peace, Sir> is attended 
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Ipilh all the Advantage that the moft fuccel^fol Arms tould *'*» " c*» 
kve procured, as I hope to make appear, I will be bold to ^^^-^^ 
f, that future Ages, always impartial in their Cenfure or 
aife, will confider this as the moft glorious Period of our 
[iftory, and do that J u ft ice to the Counfds which have 
Reduced this happy Event, which every Gentleman who 
^eilfl himfelf of Paflion and Pr^ ad ice is ready to do, and 
hich I have great Reafon to believe the prefenc Age, when 
ghtly informed, will not refufe. 

* This Houfe and Parliament, Sir^ is his Majedy's greateft, 
iJeft, and bell Council, A Seat in this Houfe is equal to 
illy Dignity deriv'd from Pofts or Titles, and the Appro^ 
atton of this Houfe is preferable to all that Power, or even 
lajefly itfelf , can beftow : Therefore when I fpeak here as a 

[miller^ I fpeak as poffeffmg my Powers from his Majeily, 

Dt as being anfwerable to this Houfe for the Exercife of 
ofc Powers. I have often. Sir, on other Occaftons, pro- 
[s'd jny Readinefs to fubmit to the Juftice of my Country, 
fhall chearfully acquiefce in the Judgment this Houfe 
all form of our Negociations ; becaufe while I do that, 

am fure to fuffer no Wrong. Bot, as the be ft and moft e- 
utable Intentions may be perverted by Mifreprefentation 

Fa£ls, and as the mofl impartial Mind is fufceptible of 
wjudice when artfully tnftillM, I hope it will be lookM 

on as a proper Piece of Juftice done to myfelfj if I fhall 

deavourj by ftating one or two Fa^ts, to (et this Affair in z 
Light that may remove all Objefticns. 

* The chief ConfiderationjSifjthatarifes from the prefect 
Queftion is^ Whether, as Great Britain is now circum- 
ftanced, it had been more proper for the Government to 
have enter'd into a bloody and uncertain War, or to hy 
fuch a Foundation for a Peace, as no Gentleman can regu- 
larly pronounce is not a fafe and honourable Foundation-, 
In order to confider this Queftion rightly, we muft take a 
View of the Advantages we could propofe to ourfelves in 
cafe of a War with Spain ^ and in cafe that War was eve a 
to be fuccef&ful. 

I know that Gentlemen j who are otherwife very can- 
lid apon this Point, are apt to imagine, from the military 
r Glory of this Nation, that oar Arras are invincible ; And I 
own. Sir, that this is a moft prevailing Argument, efpc* 
ciaOy in a popular AiTembly, There is fomcwhat in it, that 
1 flatters the Ambition which People generally enter^nn of 
1 acquiring Fame and Riches by the fame Means that raifetl 
their Anceftora* In the Hiftory of our Wars wilh Sp^in, 
we fee great Navies defeated, great Trea fares, and J^iH great- 
er Glories, acquired by our Soldiers and Sailors, But in the 
m^gQ while, wc ii§vcr rcflcft that the Situation of AW At% 
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AniiA nCto. II. betwixt Britain and Spain b intirely difTerent from what it 
then was. Spain at that Time was the Dread, was die En- 
vy of Europe ; as Ihe had then powerful Armaments, whidi 
excited the Courage of the Brave, and immcofe Trcafures, 
allherown^ that prompted the Avarice of the Rich. She 
had not one AUy in the World who bore her Good- will e 
nough to affill her with any Zeal, and her Views were (o 
dangerous, that her Enemies borrowed Courage froai 
Defpair* 

* At prefentj Str, if I may advance a Paradox, her greateft 
Security lies in her vifiblc Weaknefs* The Piefervation of 
the Spanifh Monarchy entire and undifmember'd, has, fort! 
mofl an Age pafl* feemM to be the general Inclination 
all the Powers in Europe, becaufe, were the Riches thai 
flow into Spain, to fall into the Hands of any other People^ 
the reft of Europe muft foon be drainM of all its Treafum, 
Whereas, at prefent, there is fcarce any Nation in Btuopei 
who has not a larger Property in her Plate-Ships and Gid' 
leons, than ftie herfelf has. It is true, all that Treafuie li 
brought home in Spanifh Names, and the King of Spain g|e- 
nerally irapofes a large Indulto upon it ; but Spain herfelf ii 
no more than the Canal through which chefe Treafurcs are 
conveyed all over the reft of Europe. Should therefore 
we pretend to feize thefe Treafurcs, we could not fail to 
meet with a powerful Oppofuion. Even our bell Allies, Ski 
I am afraid would look with a very indifferent Eye upon fuck 
a Stepj and be the HrR that wouEd enter their Complaint 
again it it. 

* But I have heard it objected ^th at if this is a good Reafon 
now for our not endeavonring to diftrefs Spain by intercepting 
her Treafures, the fame Reafon will always exift ; fmce thfi 
other Powers of Europe will always have a Property in thefe 
Ships i therefore there never can be a Time proper for m to 
doourfelves Jiiftlce in cafe we are denied it by Spain. 1 think 
this Argument rather plaufible than iblid. For my own 
Part, Sir, 1 am of Opinion, that chough this would not 
have been the proper Time for fuch a Step, yet it is not 
impoilible buE that a Time may come when fpch a Step 
may be proper and neceffary. But give me Leave to fa^^ 
ihat this NeceiHty can arife only from our fuiFering more 
from the Violence and Injuflice of the Spaniards, than wc 
can fufFer from a Confederacy of all the reft of Europe ta 
king their Part. It never can be proper, Sir^ for us to feiae 
the American Treafurcs, until theirCourt Ihall abfolutely deny 
us Juflice, and tell us in downright Terms, that fbc is re* 
folved to have no Regard to Treaties, and that (he is dc 
tcmiine4 to dg all fb« can to ruin our Trade* and 
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t» diiiurb as mtliePoCedon ofoar AmericanDommtom.If ihe 

flimild proceed^Sir, to th^t Height of ri^iilUce^v* e na^Ui vtry 
aaturally conclyde, thic here our Ail w .^ at *:stiikv ; lh;t if 
Oiould look umely on while oar Atucr ijao Commerce 
was niiu'd, our European moil foon follow ; for tiiere b not a 
petty Repubiick, a petty Prince, in ^11 Earope» who wiU 
pay any Reg rd to a People who ftiffer fuch Inlblcnce, luch 
Injuflice, tvirhout refenung it ; und ih^t^ if all our Trade is 
gone and min'd, the Nation h in cffc6t iindoac- Therefore 
we have Potting in tiie worft Eveat to fear, worfc ihan what 
muft unavoidably happen If we fufFer this Treatment any 
longer* I fay, Sir, when we fhall be broaght thus low^ 
and when the Spaiiilh Infolence (haH run fo high as to ren* 
der this Way of Reafoning fill and natural, then b the Time 
for m to venture upon fo bold, I had almofl called it fo 
defpcrate, a Step as the feizing the SpaniOi Treafures. Bat, 
will any Gentleman take upon him to pronoi:nce, that the pre- 
fent Juncture comes within this Dcfcription, or that its Cir- 
cumllancK adroit of any Parallel with thofe of the Time I 
ba.ve juil now figu r'd ? No, Sir ; Spain, far from fupporting 
any jtijl Claims that are inoonfillent with the Interelt of this 
Nation, has a^ually relinquifhed tlofe ftic before fet up : She 
lias a^ually, 1 f^y, Sir, re? inquiftied Claim* which fljc main- 
tained for thefe threefcore Years pJl I believe I may go 
kigher, I may fay, ihe has now^, by this very Conven- 
tion ^ relinquished a Oaim which ihe has maintained 
ever fince Ihe poffefsM her American Dominions. But 
that is not all, fiie hai not only given up this Claim, but 
has paid Damages for the Injuries which the Briri(h Subje^s 
have fufFer*d, in conf<;qncnce of her pretended Rights, as 
founded upon this Claim. This, Sir, is fuch a Point gainM, 
that Gentlemen muftbe wJl fully blind, if thry don*tfec that 
aiiy Adtniniflration in Britain muli have been mad, liiid 
they defperately plung*d their Country into a War, while it 
was in their Power to conclude a Peace, where thi^ great, 
this decifive Concefllon wlis to ferveas the Foundjiion. Lpoti 
what Groiind5,Sir,ceuld we have proceeded to 1^ xtremities with 
Spain ? Had we pretended that, becaufe fome ot our M^;rchant$ 
had fuffcred bv the Irjul^iceand Rapacionhiefs of her Subje^^ 
therefore we were refolved to be deaf to every otiier Way of 
making up the Difference that foUow'd upon lliia InjuilicCjthaii 
tha.t of the Sword : Had we made fuch a Declaration, and fuch 
a Declaration we muft have made if we had gone to Wir, won Id 
not Spain have had a very pit ufible Pretext for intcreftirfg the 
Other Powers of Europe in her Favour? Might fhtf not then Uavc 
told the FrencJiCourl, * It is true, feme of the Britiih Mcr- 

• chants fufFcr'd by my Sithjcft?, but without my Knowledge, 

* and againll my Intention ; but I was no fooner inform*o of 
Vol. V* U u " lik^ 
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* tlie troe State of tlie Alfelr, than I oWci*d her all im* 

* ginable Satisfaction } I even offered to indemnify the Mer- 
' chants for the Loffes they have fuftained; I offered 

* to tic my felf down to a ftritl Obfervance of Treaties ; bat 

* it feems that thefe Conceffions do not anfwer the Views of 

* Britain. She tJierefore certainfy entertains fome dangerom 
' Defign ;(he is forming fome PrqjeA that may be deitru^vc 

* to yoar Intereft, and which I fhall never be able to dilkp- 

* point but by your Means.' 

* This, Sir, I fay, would have been the Language of 
Spain, had the Adminiftration here rejefl:cd all her O&trs^ 
and tnrn"'d its Back upon- the moft favourable Propofak* 
The Court of France, in the mean Time, ihews too pbin* 
ly, by her own Condud, w^hat her Scnfe of the Mattrr is. 
She ftiews plainly that fbe is of Opinion, the Spaniards 
it\:iy feize a Ship on the open Seas, and that fuch a Shipj 
if concernM in an unlawful Trade, may be brought into the 
Spanilh Ports, and there condemned* I fay, that France, 
is plainly of that Opinion, becaufe we know that Ships be- 
longing to her were actually taken and coniifcated by the 
Spaniards i nay^ Sir, I can venture to atHrm, that Seizures 
have been made of French Veffeb, as much in Violation of 
all Treaties and Juftice, as any Britifh Subjeft ever yet had 
Reafon to compluin of ; but we never heard that France re- 
claimed thofeShips.I don't know whether thathappen"*d becaufe 
her Miniftry was of Opinion that thefe Seizures were jufti- 
Bable, or becaufe they thought it would be impolitic to era* 
broil themfelvcs with Spain on account of any private Qiiar- 
rel. I don't at all deny, that we have fuffer^d a great deal 
more from the Spaniards than the French have ; but I men- 
tion this to inform the Houfe that, in all Appearajice, the 
French would have been our Enemies, had we gone to War 
before wc had treated j and if we had rejefted all Terms of 
Accommodation, or infiiled on thofe Terms that no People, 
not abfoluiely reduced, would have granted. 

* Even the Dutch, Sir, who depend as much upon Trade 
as we do, have never thought fit to come to Extremities, 
tho' their Suiferings are as grea.t, and as onjullifiible^ ss 
ours are. They have been contented to make AppiicatiofiKj 
and repeat Re monil ranees at the Court of Spain ; but ^ 
have never yet heard of their being able to obtain fo md 
as a Cedula to American Governors for the Re Hi cut ion ' 
one Ship of theirs unjuilly feized. We, Sir* it is u 
have obtained many ; and if fome of ihem *»»'^ 
fired Effci^t, I am convinced it was owing n 
of the Governor^ chemfelves, than to the 1 
Spani(h CourL So that I cannot fee^ upon 
^Gentlemen proceed, when rhey rcprcfent 




Adminiflratjon fo weak,that ftie has been for thcfe twenty Tears 
pafl forc*d to put ap with thegrofleft Affronts and Injuries.with- 
out the leal i: Satisfe^ion orHeparation. Had the Dutch ob- 
tained a.^ much as we did even before this Convention, I 
am con viiK^d, that they would have been perfedly contented. I 
ain convinc'd their Government would not have indulged the 
Complaints of private Tr.^ders fo far, as to make a pubUc 
Encjuiryt which might have occafion*d a. Rupture ; nor 
would their Mm Hi era have infifted on immediate Satii^fa^ion* 
They know too well. Sir, that very great Abufes are daily 
committed in the American Trade i they know too well that 
pnblick Complaints and Remonftrances might produce an 
Enquiry that would turn out no way in their Favour* 

* After what I have faid, Sir, is it to be imagin''d tliat 
any of our Neighbours would have been well pleafedj Lid we 
pll at once, without hearing, or at lea ft weighing the Terms 
propofed by Spain, come to Extremities ? The Trench, fo 
lar from countenancing fuch a Condudl in tis, would not, 1 
am afraid J have been prevailed upon to remain neutral. And 
however Gentlemen may flatter themielves, however great 
an Opinion they may entertain of the Power of this Nation, 
we are not invincible. The French have Men i they have 
Money; they have Allies to fupport them. The Spaniards 
have Revenge j they have Pride j they have Refentment to 
gratify. Gentlemen won't find that it would have been an 
cafy Matter for us to have grappled with both thefe Powers, 
fupported by fuch Advantages, and prompted by fuch Mo- 
tives. I believe our Land- Forces are equal to any Body of 
Men in the World of the like Number i but I have not fo 
good an Opinion of them as to venture the Honour and In- 
terefl of a whole Kingdom on the Bravery and Skill of the 
Imall Handful which we keep, againit the vail Bodies of 
well -difciplin'd Veteran Troops, which France and Spain in 
tonjundlion can bring into the Fielc^, 

' As to the Dutch, they in all Probability would have 

been determined by the Conduft of France, in cafe we had 

tome to an open Rupture with Spain. Every Gentleman 

here is fufEciently fenfible of the prefent low Circumilances 

if that Republick. The late glorious War left them pro- 

ligioufly involved in Debt; this Debt obliged them to 

icrcafc their Taxes, and disband all their Troops, 

:cepttn| what are abfolutely ncceflary to keep up 

leir Garrifons, Their Fteet Hes in their Harbours in a 

ry bad Condition, and requires more Money than ihey 

f^ruifh to rig it out, Befide?, Sir* it wonld at this 

hitvc been cvrrran ' ' ^'♦* to herfelf^ bad 

for **" " ^t of the 

v/r^ which 




they can with almoft no Etptnccor Daiiger march downlnitf 
Ilon;ind. At til 15 lioje, S;rj the Emperor i no longer in 
a Condition to givc^ny Divcrfion that Way Hi^ own Army 
and Finances are in the utnioll Difonler And the other Pow- 
ers^ whom I y be inclmabteto prevent inch an Attemt-c, be at 
txnj grc-^t a DiiUnee, and have to^^ llrict Erg ^ments witli 
France, for as to cxpeit any Diverfion fium cnem* Thus, 
Sir, if we argue upon the I'tinciples of Rc^fon, if human 
Forehght can determine any Tbing, if the Itror.getl Pro- 
bubdil) is to have any Weighty k miift hive been impoli- 
tick and imprudent in u& to luvc h j^^irded a War, fo lo^gM 
we had any Profpc^l of concluditig n honoQn,ble Pe;ice 

* I ih II now beg Leave, Sir, to confide r whst }f[M a 
precipitate DtcLr Aion of War mull have nad at Hume In 
the firrt PI ce, our whole Spini<h Trade muft *uvc iui)k It 
once; our Portugal Trade mull iuvn b^cti greatly eii*Da^ 
rafTedj and our American verj^ much end^in^eicd. !>u^t3ofc 
that the Adminiflratlon h*nd jomed lali St ffion lu the pofii- 
lar Outcry for War ; and that a vigorous W^r %^*as iiflaiily 
entered into; Can any Gentleman Czy tha- *his would have (lopt 
the IVlouths of thoie whoare refolved tofi^id Fauhat any Race? 
In lucK an Eveutj may we notcafily im..gtne to ouridvcs that 
we hear a violent Oppofiiion M m declaiming on the Bene- 
fits of Fe.ice ; telling tlie Wortd that a trading People ought 
by ail manner of means to avoid War ; that nothing is fa 
dellruftive to their Iiucrefts, and that any Peace is pneferablCj 
even to a luccefsful War ? He Height argue, the Spaniards 
have offered fair and reafonable Terms : They have evcu 
oiTerM to indemnify our Merchants for the Lo^s they have 
fullained. They have offered an amicable Meeting to ad- 
jull all Points in Difference ; they have offered to come into 
all reafonable Terms ; yet our Minillry, rather than lillcn 
to what might have proved fo beneficial to the Nation, has 
blundered into an expenJive and hazardous Waj". 

' 1' hi 5, Sir, I own would have been blundering; and thofe 
Gentlemen J once in their Life-time, in ^uch an Event, 
would have applied that Term right. It requires no great 
Art, no great Abilities, in a Miniilerj to purfue fuch Mea- 
fures iis might make a War unavoidable. That is a very 
eafy Matter ; buc, Sir, how many Minjlers have you had* 
who knew the Art of avoiding War by making a lafe and 
an honourable Peace I How many King?, Sir, have you 
had, who knew how to make Choice of Tuch Minifters ? If 
thofe Gendemen who are very fond of Parallels deli re to know 
what Figure we make in the Affairs of Europe at prefeiit> 
when compared with the Figure which we made in former 
TtmeSj let tlicm dip into our Hiilory under James the 
Firfl, a Reign, famous for N ego ciat ions and Treaties; 

Let- 
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et thtm com pa le. Sir, the Infolence of Sp^uti 2.t ihnt 
with wli^t it h now: Lee them compaie 
Jlefentmcnt we then flicvvM, with the Manner 
which we have borne their late Treatment. It anjr 
'Gentleman will do this^ and do it impardaily, he will 
find that the very worlt Tre.ity made under his prcfent 
Majeily is more advantageous, and more honourable, 
than the befl that wa^ made under that long pacific Reig!i> 
It will perhaps be thought that the Parallel ought to be run 
with the Days of Queen Elizabeth, rather than with thofe of 
King Jame5» But, as I obferved before, that is a very falfe 
delufivc Way ofReafoning So many Circum lb nces con- 
curred to raife the Reputation oT that Princefs, that it is next 
to impoffible they fhould ever again meet in one Perfon^ and 
iC the fame Time, She had to do with Neighbours, every 
! of which was of a d liferent Interell from another : By 
rtfully fomenting their Differences, it was cafy for her to 
keep the Balance of Power in her own Hand The mrtny 
l^pcn and fecret Attempts made by Traitors at home upon 
her Ufe and Crown, endeared her Perfon to her Subjet^s; 
and her MiniHry, w^ho found their own IntereHs infeparably 
w^niicfled withliers, run all Rifques in her Service- It is 
■true, they were great and wife Men^ and they ierved a great 
a^nd wife Milirefa.But ftilf,Sir,give me leave^to fay(thata great 
deal of tfie a making Succefs that attended her Reign was 
owing CO Fortune. Had not the Windu and Waves fought 
more efftfiually for her at the Time of the Spanish Jnvafion, 
thiin her Sailors and Soldiers, though it muft be ownM^ they 
were very brave Men, I am afraid the Character of her 
Rcigrj would have fuifered, and that not a little. The World, 
Sir, is very apt to judge of Meafures and Characters by 
Events and as Events depend on Fortune, it is the Part of a, 
wife M snifter to leave as little as pofliblc to Fortune; Too 
much muil be left to her, even in the moll cautious Manner 
a Mini tier can a£t In the Negociation we are now confi- 
■iering, Sir, had we a^ed in any other Manner than we 
ftave done, we muft in effeft have left tvcry Thing to 
Fortune, fince all the Reparation we could expcft, by any 
other Means than thoie of Negociation, depends upon a 
'J'houfand Accidents, and is liable to a Thoufand Difappoint- 
l^ents. Therefore give mc leave fky^ Sir, that the Succefs 
k^hich one Alinifby has met with from the Favour of For- 
is no Rcafon why another MiniJlry ftiould tread the 
ame dangerous Paths, efpecially when tbey can compafs the 
Ends by the more fafe and more certain Way of 
elation, 
"Upon the whole. Sir, I will venture to fay that tiiii 
I^rgociacion hai been the belt condu^fd^ and the jnoH hap- 
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pjly finifhcd^ of an 3^ we meet with in Hiftoiy, For we 
not left the Payment of oar Merchants to I he Arbitration 
Commiffiiries, or PI eni potent taries ; we have not accepted 
an Order upon any of their Chambers in Spam ; but we have 
exprefly ty*d down his Catholick Majefly himfelf; vkt 
have obtained his great Seal as a Security for their Payment i 
and fo tender was his Majelly of his Subjects Property, that 
hk Miniftera rcfufed to enter into any Negociation relating to 
this Affair, till fuch Time as Reparation for the LoiTes of 
oar Merchants was fully and exprefly Jlipulated, Sach an 
exprefs and full Stipulaciorv is obtained, to the great Confu- 
iioi^, 1 believe, and Difappointment of fome amongft lu, 
who, rather than not fee their Country involved in a War, 
would be content that fhe were involved in Calamities, and 
embroiled with every one of her Neighbours, Thefe Dif- 
pofitions are more dangerous to our Interefls than all the 
Force of Spain 5 and it mull be owing to thefe Difpofitiom, 
if the Endeavours of his Majefly for the Peace and Happi- 
nefs of Britain are rendered ineffedual As yet we may 
thank Heaven, they h^id no other EflTe ft than to unite the 
Friends of oar molt happy EftabUfhment more firmly to* 
gcther ; and while they continue united, I hope the Efforts 
of Mnlice and Fatiion will be always difappointed, 

' But it is fomcwhat very furprizing. Sir, that this Addrefs 
ihould meet with fuch Oppofitionj for I don^t fee any Thing 
in it that can in the lealt preclude Gentlemen from making 
what Objedions they pleafe to the Convention, when it fball 
be laid before them. We thank his Majelly for the Sac- 
cefs of his Royal Endeavours in concluding a Convention^ 
whereby Reparation \r, obtainM for his injur'd Subjedls, an4 
Plenipotentiaries appointed for regulating all ihofe Grie- 
vances that have hitherto interrupted oar Commerce and 
Navigation,aud for removing all future Caufes of Complaint. 
Are not all thefe very defirable Confequences of a Negocia* 
tJon f Is not Reparation for pa ft Injuries one of the WO 
Points we have always infifled on ? And wliat can be more 
done towards obtaining Security again ft future Encroach* 
jjient%' than to remove all future Caufes of Complaints by 
proper Regulations ? But, fay Gentlemen^ this is only re- 
ferred to Plenipotentiaries, whereas it ought to have been 
pofitively infilled upon, as a Foundation to all future Nego- 
ciations upon that Sabje£t, that the Spaniards had no Right 
whatfoever to fearch our Ships upon the open Seas. Really, 
Sir, no Gentleman in this Houfc would have been better 
pleafed than I, had Spain thoaght fit to have given up this 
Point- by a clear an4 pofitlve Renunciation. But when two 
people treat upon an equal Foot, I believe it very hard to 
produce any InlUuge whereia one Party could be brought to 



kc an aMolute Kenunciation of a Pomt \vhkh they once m- 
ted on as their Right, and to give fuch ^ Renunciation too , 
iten before it was fo much as examined into, whether they 
td fach a Right or not. The Spaniaids have ufurped 
Claim of fearching our Ships for many Years paft ; for 
lany Vears, Sir, before the prefent augult Family came to 
le Throne ; for many Years before I was concerned in publick 
JkJrs : And are we to imagine that they will give up tliis 
laim by a pofuive Renunciation, even before we give them 
ly Reafon why it ought to be aboliflied } I fay, Sir, are 
e to imagine that Spaniards will do this, a People who arc 
jUinately fond of Power, and even of the Shadow of it! 
Feople fcrupuloufly attached to formal Enquiries and Dif- 
ijBqds ? I do not know, whether after a Wat faccefsfully 
UTicd on by us, we could have made them yield to any 
reaty to which a pofitive Renunciation was to be the Pre- 
mlnary. At leait I remember to have readj that notwjth- 
uidixig their being reduced to the loweftj the moft defpicable 
ircwmHanceSp at the Time the American Treaty was con- 
uded ; yet all the Art, all the Threatening, all the Reprc- 
ntatjons of oar Court and Mini ft ry at that Time, could 
3E induce them to confirm our Right to Jamaica by a pofi- 
vc Renunciation of that Ifland in our Favour. How an-* 
sifonable then is it to exped that Spain would have hear- 
ened to any Accommodation^ where it was kid down as 
Preliminary, that ihe fhould give up a Claim which fhe 
ad immemorially poffefs^d^ and which ihe look'd upon^ 
erhaps, as abfolutely neceiTary to the Prefer vation of her 
DtereJl in Atnerica ? 

* Thus, Sir, I have, I hope, fct this important Objedlion 
El a clear Light- I don't know what EiFe£t it may now 
lave upon Gentlemen, but the Reafons I have given againft 
be preremptory Method of Proceeding had fuch a Weight 
rith me, that I did not make the lealt Difficulty in agree- 
ng to this Convention. 1 will venture to fay, that when it 
VAs concluded, I thooght it my Happiaefs that the Nation 
vould look upon the Influence I have in the Government as 
me of the principal Means that brought it about. Nay. I 
hauld not be forry if it was looked upon as a Meafure en- 
irely my own. But, Sir^ whether this Convention is a 
rood or a bad Meafure, a few Days will determine. Whatever 
[iidgment this Houfe may think fit to pafs upon it, I hope the 
^ddrefsj as mov'd for without the Amendment, will be agreed 
to- We have great Reafon to believe that this Convention 
li for the Honour and Intereft of the Nation i we have as 
jret no Reafon to believe the contrary j and therefore no 
Reafon to oppofe this Add re fa. Laft Seffion, Sir, 1 remember 

' at I undertook to be anfwcrable for the Meafures which 
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i^mtn%<it9. It the Government fhall purfue while J havctlie nofiomH)^ 
'^ ' a Mini ft cr. I am prepared to make good my Promlt 
define no more than a f^ir Hearing ; and tJiis I hope Wife- 
be deny'd me. But, Sir> if Gentlemen may, by z^ 
to the Amendment, raife a Prejudice without Doors aj 
the Convention^ and perhaps with fuch a Ferment, as ' 
in the Event give them gretitUneaiinefs; in feck a 
many who, I know, are otherwiie Friends of the Govcni 
would be forry to iind thcmfelves inftrnmental in tiealii^ 
People to fuf h a Degree, as to admit of no Reafoning ; 
this Skibjefi, and thereby render a War unavoidable ? 
Sir, I am afraid would be the Confequcnce of our agr^ 
to this Amendment i and It is aConfequence which ^ ^ 
Man who underllandsj and defires to promote the Intefc^ 
his Country, wifhes to fee avoided.' ^* 

George Lyttelton Efq; * 
Sir, 
Lyttciton* * I am very ready to agree, with the hronotirabfc ^ ^^ 

man, that Poller ity will judge of the Figure whicli .^^ 
makes in the Aff.tirs of Europe from her Behaviour -^^^^ 
Junfluret There is no Doubt that if we have enterc 
fcandalous Ncgocjation with Spain, Pollen ty will tk~^ ^ 
we have a very weak Mini ilry. But let che bte "^ ^ 
tions that have been carried on with that Court b^^^ i 
honourable for this Nation, I am afraid Pollerifj' 
be perfuaded that we are at prefent blcfled with a ^^ 
difinterefted Miniflry. Taking the right how^iJ^ uAz/q^ 
deman^:^ Account of this N ego cia lion to be genw/z^, 
that we have made a fafe and an honourable C^^^^"*' 
believe Pollerity will be apt to enquire by wh^t w^ 
whofe Man:igement, the Reputation and Powef ^^ 
were funk fo low as to be forced, after fufFerin^ *' 
Infults and Injuries during almofl: 20 Years, to *^ . a. 
h^ppy in procuring Common JuHice to her Sut^^ ^^ , 
Power always found inferiour to her ow^n. Pt>f^^^ J^, 
afraid. Sir, will be at a Lofs to account for the tT*^ 1 
that reduced Great Britain fo low as to be obli!^ 
fore (he could obtain this bare Piece of Juiltce. 
Fleet at a vait Ex pence, to fend this Fleet abroad 
on the Coafts of Spain j and at laft^ to take up '"^^ii t 
' vention, wherein no Regard h^s been had to all f^^^glr, 
> pence, and not a Shilling llipulated to defray it. ^^[f]^ 
i that when the honourable Gentleman was difplay _^^ Jc^ 
partiality and Candour, he fhould have favoure^^^^^j 
with his Thoughts in what Manner Poftenty W 'Z^ f 
for all thefe Circumftances, without taking it fb^-^J 1 
that (ome Part of the Blame lies at the Door ofoii; 
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• The hme right honourable Gentleman, in ftating his *"" 4\^*'* "* 
Argumenta againlt the A mend men C, fa id, that all Hiflcry '^* '* * 

could not furnilh an Inliance whereia a People not only 
ownM themfelves in the Wrong, but a£laaMy paid Da- 
mages, I cannot fa/t Sir, thai I can at prefent bring 
parti calar Fafts and Parallels to difprove this AaP 
fertion j but I dare fay there u no Gentleman ever (o little 
Teifed in Hiflory, who does not know that there is nothmg 
more common than for one Nation to indemnify another for 
the Expcnce of a War, or even the Preparations of a War* 
Let OS confide r^ Sir* how tither of thefe Cafes diffen from 
what lately was the Cafe betwixt us and Spain. We were 
not) it Is If uej in a Suta^ of open V¥ar ; fo far from it, that 
the Spaniards were, daring the Time of their m oil violent 
Depredations, our faithful Allies; we care^ed them^ and 
they were fo very obliging to U5, that they accepted of all 
the Offices of Friend ftiip and Kindnefs, which we fo pro- 
fufcly heaped upon them. They were even fo civil as to ac- 
cept of our Affiflance in placing a Son of their Family upon 
the Throne of an independent Kingdom ; but in the mean time 
they took care not to give us one Opporconity of fliewing our 
Complaifance in the fame Manner. I need not defcendinto 
Particulars ; Gentlemen, J believe, have not forgot what was 
proved at the Bar of this Houfe laft Sefiion 5 they have not 
forgot the Inhumanities and Infults praftifed on our Fellow 
Subjefb by this haughty Neighbour. Now, Sir, will the right 
honourable Gentleman fay, that becaufe the Spanifh Bar- 
barities and Injuries were committed at a Time when we 
were not only at Peace with them^ but ihewing them the 
moil excciUve Marks, of Friendships therefore it was unpre- 
cedented that they fliould make any pecuniary Acknowledge 
jncnts for our real Damages f Will he pretend that our Mi- 
nillers, for that fame Reafon, ought not to have infilled on 
Jiaving fome Reparation for the Injuries our Sailors have re- 
ceived in theirT'erfons, and fome Satisfa^ion for the wound- 
ed Honour of this Natioi^ ? Let us fuppofe. Sir, that we had 
iliewM our Refentment by repelling Force by Force, and 
that we had, as we ought to have done, enter'd immediate- 
ly into a vigorous War. We ihall fuppofe. Sir, that an 
Accommodation was fet on foot, and Plenipotentiaries on both 
Sides appointed. I fhall in that Cafe appeal to every Gentle* 
who knows the leafl either of the Hillory of his 



&w^ or any other Country, if the Spaniards could have 
ot^€^^ ^^ ^f ^^ ^^^ being indemnify'd, not only for 
• preceding Damages, but even for out Kxpeoces of 
L^ War, was unufunl and unprecedented. It k % 
^M m that h made almoft in cycry Ncgociation that fol- 
^P upon a War, and i^ com^^tifil .' iVh ,, r ,' %w, Sir, 
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it li3f told m in fab Speecb^ that PlefupoteDl 
jnccl and Settle every thbg upon tbc Foot 
fytifillJDg brtwija the iwo Crowns. Is this, SW 
a Point gadoed* that we aie to crest widi Spain d| 
Foot? The ^mfls Con&kfatkm of this, Sii| 
Opmkm a foil Anfwcr to all that the right bono* 
den^ji Has advanced. He has allowed that 
hare been very great, and he fays that ottr 
ought to be a<icqiwte to our Wrongs. 

' Now, Sir, as it is undoubted that wc 
greatly, I own that I don^t think myfelf at libeit 
tn any Shape, of the Mcafares that have beea 
obtaming us Sati.^fa^ion, till my Judgment b fal 
formed that thefe Measures have been both ca 
/uccefsfiii. When the Convention ihall be laii 



* I caimot take my Leave of tKis Subje^, Sir, widiout *^j 'J *?" *'* 

iking fome Obfervatjons upon what fell from the right ho- i^^"s,^^%^ 
bTe Gentleman, with regard to what he faid of the 
Reign of James the firit. That Reign was the pooreftt the 
wcakdl, and the molt dilgraceful in the Engliik Hiftory ; 
And what have they to an fiver for, Sir^ who have reduced 
this Reign fo low, as to admit of a Parallel with that of 
James the firft ? This ConvenSionj Sir^ from all we yet 
bnow of it, may one Day fwcll the Charge againil thofc 
wlio have brought us to this Pafs ; and, till I am more tho- 
roughly acquainted with its real Merits, I am entirely 
agamil taking any Notice of it at all.' 
Sir John Hind Cotton. 

Sir, 
* I ihould he glad if the right hon. Gentleman, who WrJot»»HTndCtott<in 
fpoke lafl againJl the Amendment, would inform the Houfe 
what greaier Security we have for the Performance of this 
Convention than we have had for the Performance of every 
Treaty we have for thefe twenty Years palt entered into with 
Spain. I fpeak this upon the Suppofition that the Convention 
IS in our Favour, and that It anfwers all the jufl Demands of 
the Nation. The right honourable Gentleman faid, indeed, 
Ihat we had now obtained the Great Seal of Spain, Really, 
Sir, I believe the Great Seal of Spain to be a very pretty 
Thing i I believe we have obtained fomewhat that may do 
very well to divert a Boy or a Girl \ but I don^t fee how the 
Great Seal of Spain can be any greater Security to us for the 
^refervatlon or Recovery of our Rights, than what we had 
^pfore by the Treaties in Force. Was not the Great Seal 
■r Spain affixed to all thefe Treaties } Do we find that the 
Spaniards pay any Regard to it ? And has the right ho* 
{■purable Gentleman given the Houfe any one ReafoQ why 
|p (boold believe that they will pay any Regard to thi^i Con^ 
Kntion,fQppofing it is in our Favour ? Therefore Sir, till I am 
informed in what Manner the Rights of this Nation are better 
fecured by this Convention than they were by forme^ Trea- 
ties, I mu^ be for the Amendment." 
Sir John Barnard. 

Sir, 

' I fliall not detain the Houfe, as it is now late, in entering bij jahn Iitmi^ 
very far into the Merits of this Convention ; but I cannot 
help obferving that it feems to me to be a very esftraordinary 
Meafure, All I can find chat has l^en done by it, is a Sum 
of Money obtained for our private Merchants* Every Thing 
I €lfe is referred to a future Difcuffionj whofe Event is very 
uncertain. It is true, that this Addref^, as it (lands 
i^ithout the /.mtndment, feems to point out, it gives at 
leail fomc Hints of vyhat will be the Bu^ncfs of tl^ele Gen- 
X X 2 tkmcE 
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AnnbiKG«ftai. tlcmeti the PkmpotentiaricB when they meet. It is tfaM 
i7!«-39 f^^^ gjj,^ ^i^^j jj^gy ^j.^ appointed for regulating Grievance* 
find Abufes. I have many Times heard of removing Grie* 
vances, but I think this the firft Time I have met with (vidi 
an ExprefliDn as regulating them* The Regulation of Grie- 
vances muft imply that fome Conveniency attends thcjn^ and 
therefore it is proper they fhould exiil, provided they an? 
Th^^Adrtrcftarn^ rcgdarly impofcd Therefore, Sir, I own that 1 cannot 
wjihoji the Amcad* confcnt to onr mferting any fuch Expreffion m aa Adarefi 
^'^^^' from this Houfe Co the Throne/ 

nwrnanToi $iQ, The Queilion being put, the Addrefs was upon a BivJ- 
Ko^, 141, fjQji carried without the Amendment : Ayes 230, Noes 141, 

Fehrjiary. 5. Mr. Speaker reported to the Honfc his Ma- 
jefty's Anfwer to their Addrefs ; which was as follows : 

Gentlemen* 
** T return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyil 
*' M. Addrefs, and you may be aflured, that I will ufe my 
" beft Endeavours to bring this important Affair to a fpeedy 
* * and happy Conclufmn,'" 

Fahraary. 6, The Houfc came to the following Refofa- 
tions, viz. 

That an humble Addrefs be prefcnted to his Majefty, that 
he will be gracioully plea fed to give Direftions that there b« 
laid before this Houfe, I. Copies of all Reprefentadons, Me- 
mori.ils, or Petitions, made to his Majefty, or his Sccrctariei 
of State, fince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any Lofles 
fuftained by his Majefty*s Subjefts^ by Depredations coto- 
mitted by the Spaniards in Europe and America, which 
have not already been laid before this Houfe- 

IL Copies of all Reprefentations, Memorials, or PetitsoiiSi 
made to the Coramiflloners for executing the Office of Lond 
High Admiral of Great Britain, or CommJirioners for Trade 
and Plantations, lince the Treaty of Seville, relating to any 
LoiTes, nifupra. 

IIL Copies or Extracts of any Letters froni any of the 
Britifti Governors in America, his Maje fly's Mini tiers m 
Spain, and Confuls in Europe, to the Secretaries of State, 
CommiiTioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admi- 
ral of Great Britain, or CommiCioners for Trade and Plan- 
titionsj ftnce the Treaty of Seville, relating to anyLoilej^ 
utfupra. 

I V. Copies or Extrafb of any Letters from any Commsit^ 
ders in chief, or Captains of his Maj efty's Ships of WtTj 
to the Secretaries of State, Commiffioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or Com- 
miflioners for Tr.ide and Plantations, relating to any Loflcf 
iijflaincd by his Majeily'sSubjedts fmce the Treaty of Seville, 
by Dcprcdatiotis, nt jMjura. Then 
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Then Mr, Sandys fpokc to the following Eifed : 
Sir, 




* TbeRefolutions which this Hoafehas now come to^are tJi Mr.SindTs, 
jny Opinion extremely proper. It is very pmpcr that we fhould 
Ice all ihit has been offered from our Merchants by way of 
Complaint, or Reprefentacion to the Government ilnce the 
Treaty of Seville, relating to the Spanifh Depredations, 
Jt is like wife very proper we fhould know what Reprefen- 
tadons have been made by our Governors, Mini Iters and 
Confuls abroad, upon the fame Sabjc^ ; and likewife every 
Thing that may have come from our Admirals, or Captains 
of Men of War. Bat give me Leave to fay. Sir, thit now yoa 
liave come to all thefe Refolntions, you are but half thro* 
what you ought to do upon this Occafion i the moiit impor- 
tant Part is lliU behind, and that is our knowing what Mea- 
imts have been purfued in Anfwer to thcie feveral Applica- 
tioiu and Reprefentations. Without our knowing this. Sir, 
it is impoilible for us to judge either of the Sincerity and 
3)iJ!gence of our own Miniftry at home, or how far the 
2[ilbleii€e and Injullice of the Spaniards have reached abroad. 

* All thefe Points muH be fully and clearly comprehended 
l>y this Houfe, before we can venture to proceed in giving 
«ur Opinion upon this Convention, which his Majejly has 
lieen plea fed ta acquaint us of^ and to promife that it 
ihali be fpeedily laid before us. If from what ihall appear 
upon the Face of the Papers I intend now to move for, our Mi- 

ialllers have done every Thing to prevent a War, wicliout 
dcrificing any Part of the national Honour or Intereft ; if it 
^ail appear that they have Hated the Difftrrences betwixt 
€pain and us, in a true Light to that Court ; if it fliall appear 
^hat they have given the Spaniards no Encouragement, by 
mheir dilatory and irrefolute Way of Proceeding, to infill 
upon their own Terms, and to go on in ruining our Trade 
»nd Navigation; I fay. Sir, if all this {hould appear, w« 
m^n eafily determine upon the Merits of this Preliminary 
^Treaty, which v/e have accepted of. The Stipulations 
iContained in it ought to be founded upon the Juftice of the 
Claims of either Party ; but if thefe Claims never have 
Aeen made, or if they have been fhamefuny given up on our 
3Pari» and if this Condud has encouraged the other Party, to 
oblige us to accept of a Preliminary, inAead of a definitive 
"^reaty, then the Qj eft ion with us, ought not to be how far 
Spaniards, but how far our Minifters arc to blame. 

* Bfiide^j 1 cannot conceive that the Papers, which yoti 
T already reiblved to addrefs for, can be of any Manner 
Service to us, or indeed that chey can be intelligible to 

Houfe, unlefs we (hall fee the InilrufUons that have been 
from hence to our Governors^ Oihctrs and MinifterB 

abroad ; 
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*^"m*^/ "' sibrtad; becaufe a great Number of the Complaints and Re- 
prefeistations contained in the Papers, which you arc to aiidre0 
for, maft refer to, and fomeumes be founded on the Natutt 
of there Indru^ions. Therefore I will be fo free as to owiii 
that I fhall not be at the Pains fo much as to look into any 
of the Papers we have refolved to addref^ for, unkfs I ihall 
fee at the fiime Time the Papers, for which I intend now to 
move ; and I fi^all think it very fufpiciouSj if any Gentlemaa 
fhall oppofe fuch a Motion ; becaufe I am fare that there 
can be no Harm, in a Britilk Houfc of Parliament's feeiftg 
all the Papers relating to any Tranfadlion that is paft, which 
have gone thro' the Hands of Britifti Miniilcrs. Therefore, 
Sir, I lake the Liberty to move, 
ixm^oa thitAdjnirai ' That an humble Addrels be prefent^d to his Majdtjr^ 
"^t-J?^^^3d that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give Di regions for 
fceffli* iiu» *i«"^=* laying before this Houfe, Copies of all Letters written, wai 
Inftruftions given by the Secretaries of State, or COmraiflio- 
ners for executing the Office of Lord High ' Admiral of 
Great Britain, to any of the Governors of the Britift Plan- 
tations in America, or any Commander in chief, or GaptaiK 
of his Majefty's Ships of War, or his Majefty*s Mmiiler it 
the Court of Spain > or any of his Majefty's Confub in En* 
roppj fmce the Treaty of Seville, relating to any LoiF^ M- 
tained by his Majefty's Subje^s, by Means of Depredatiom 
committed by the Subje(fts of the King of Spam in Europe or 
America, which have not already been laid before this Houib/ 
Horatio Walpole Efqj 
Sir, 

The prefent Motion feems to contain two fepaiaCe A^ 
tides, and 1 ftiall beg Leave to offer my Reafons to the Hotife, 
why J diffent from both. One relates to the Letters ami Ib- 
ftruftions fcnt to our Minifters at the Court of Spain, ottr 
Confuls in that Kingdom, and oar Governors in Americaf 
and the other to chofe fcnc to our naval OiRcers, As to the 
firll, Sir, I hope Gentlemen, before they agree to this Mo- 
tion, will confider, that in fuch Differences as fubfifted lately 
betwixt our Court and that of Madrid, a Mini iter is furmfhed 
not only with pubiick but private Inftru£lions, and thde 
private In ft r unions commonly contain Things no Way pro- 
per to be communicated to the Court where he refidcs. It 
has been many Times known m Negoclations^ that a Mi* 
niiler has been indruftcd publickly to infill on very high 
Terms, and yet has had private In ft rations to abate vwy 
much of thefe Terms, provided he could obtain an Equivt* 
lentt or compafs a favourite View of his Court, 

* I don't know, Sir, whether this is or is not the Cafe 
with regard to the Inftrud;ions fen: to our Minifter at Mt^ 
dfid^ becaufe I never had any Concern in our Tranfadioiis 
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tlie woft prmst TTaii&&ii>iks ^ hk Ckbioet^ and ^fi»«w 

Secfcts ^kax oo^Cp ior tiie Good of dm Rti^dMe, to bt 

cooceaML Bnt ffae F'cfent Mo ri e a^ i>ot od^ ntdttin I»* 

ftrodiaas given bj our MiauAjy sisd Admmik^ m oor Flm* 

potcstiirici ^ the Gcmit of Spain, but likewife lo iO oar 

CoiiMi aai Goremors of out SeulanettiB iibraii. 'Hii* 

jnig^ be attemki d midi very bad Cojiii»|tie&oei to the tniidmg 

But of tbc Natjosi' Gendeaken ksow rcry wdl, d&it. In 

cale o£ a Rupcure betu^ixt Spain and iis, tiU Sp&ni^}i Coun 

immediately con^fcaccs the ££&^s of our Afcrchasts refiding 

there , Ic has therefore been aUiys thought proper to let 

GUI' Confuh know, eiiher by our MiDiitfy here^ ar our 

Mimfter at Madrid » thax as ioon as the Dil^rcnco betwixt 

tbe two Courts fhall arrive at fuch a Cr»£i., and not bcfonr, 

they arc to give the Merchants notice to make the bcft of 

their Way with their Effe£ls. Now, fhould fuch an In* 

ftru^'on as thia come to the Knowledge of the SpanianU, it 

is a kund of Watch- word to put them on their Guard, and 

^^uit unavoidably occaiion the niin of Thoufaods of our Sub- 

^kds. Ii muft have another bad Effcd, Sir, by letting the 

^^paniards know the Ultimatum of our Demands and Con- 

ceffions, and the Kingdom may thereby be depriv'd of many 

Advantages which ihc might teap, were no fuch Difcovery 

1 fhall now examine the Propriety of this Motion^ fo 
as it relates to the Inflrafliona given by the Government 
re to our Admirals and Captains* Thefe InHruftions, Sir, 
every probably yet unful£lled,and it would be doing a very 
prudent Thing, ihould we put it out of the Power of our 
fficers abroad to fulfil them ; which mull be the Cafe if they 
now difcoverM to the Public. Befides, there is nothing more 
fy than to find Fault. Objedtions may be raifcd to the beft 
Tted Plan that ever was laid down, and the Approt^tion 
hich it meeta with generally depends upon the Event, 
herefore, Sir, it ought not ail to furprize Gentlemen, if 
iey whofe Chara^rs^ perhaps their Lives and their Por- 
!, depend upon the Succefs of thefe Schemci, oppofe the 
[otion. On the other hand^ k muft be furprlzing to thole 
ithout DoorSjSi well as to us within, to hear that mch i Mo- 
has been made in this Houfe, Have not the Mini J ten 
cried out againU for not entering into vigoroui Mea* 
1^ a$ they are called ; and fiiould we agree to Him Mo' 
if dgu'i wc ukc the moil effe^ual Metliod to difabte 
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them from purfuing any Meafure with Vigour ? I am far 
from denying, thar the Motion we are now confidcriug, 
would be a proper Motion i if all Danger of a War were ever, 
and jf wc had concluded a definitive Treaty with Spam: 
Were that the Cafe, there would be no InconiieiiiencT' is 
cm addreffing for thefc Papers j becaufe there would be so 
farther Ufc for the In^rufUons contain'd in them, Bi^ 
that IS far from being the Cafe at prefent. The Treaty tlat 
is concluded is a Preliminary^ and the Condgfionof a de£iU* 
five Treaty depends upon our Unanimity and Refolution m 
piirfue the fame vigorous Meafures that we would have doac 
had this Preliminary never taken place. But, Sir, give adc 
Leave to fay, that if we (hould agree to this Motion, we put 
eurfelves under an Incapacity of purfuing thefe Meafures, be» 
caufe we expofe them to the Public, and thereby give 
Spain and her Allies an Opportunity of defeating them* 

* There is ftil! another Inconveniency which muft arife 
t from our agreeing to the prefent Motion. We zrt 10 con- 
fider, Sir, that though the Stipulation for our Merchants 
Redrefs is a pofitive Stipulation, yet that the PerformaiKe of 
it i» in reality but eventuaL I don*t mean that there is any 
Ambiguity in the Terms of that Article in the CoJiventiou, 
or that any Event can happen which willjuftify thcCoiirtof 
Spain in refufmg to pay the Sum there fpectfy'd ; but we all 
know very well, that Fiances are often determine by Inte- 
left, without Regard to the ilndlLaws of JuHice and Equity. 
Now, if our expofing thefe Papers ihould afrcfh em broil m 
with Spain ; if fhe (houid imagine, upon being informed d 
their Contents, that fiie could prevent our diilrefling her in 
the fame Manner we might have done had they been kept 
fecret ; in fuch an Event, Sir, who can anfwer for k thk 
ihe will not create Pretexts and frivolous Excufcs, to put off 
the Payment of the ftipulated Sum? latnfure, I have heard 
that Court chargM in this Houfe with as grofs Violations of 
her Faith J and 1 dare fay that if our agreeing to this ^Jotkm 
were to have ihai Effeft, Gentlemen would think that tliey 
had a great deal to accafe ihemfelves of, 

* In the mean time, I am far from thinking dutt 
will be noOccafion for our feeing any Papers at aU belbie 
come to a Refolution with regard to the Convention, X 
wc Ihail have Occafion to fee a great many, and wc 
no Reafon to doabt that his Majeily, as he has orxkted 
Convention to be laid before us, will like wife order thofe 
pcrs to be communicated to the Houfe which are prcfc 
us to fee, Butj Sir, I think we ftiould aft with grt , 
cipitancy, fhould we addrefs for any Papers that may 
a Refufal from his Majefty^ and m^f ocCftfion an J 

rupi 
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T»ptioii of chat Unjon betwixt his MajeHy and this Houfe, Anqo itc«» 

Ifeich in flie prefciit Jon^ure of A€mn is our bctl acd J2i!^ . 
teatefl Secu nty. W^ X -W 

Sir John Baroard. 
Sir, 
' I have face loiig enough in the Houfe to bear mnny De- ^^^l*'^ Bwaani, 
bate^ on rhis Hetid, but I never knew one gcMxi Effc(!i at- 
tend oar giving a Negative to a Motion of this Nature. Dkl 
Experience tell u&, that the Cotincils of a Miniftry have been 
always more advantageotis to the Nation than the Refolutions 
jof Pad lament j had this Nation never fo^jnd the Misfortune of 
being governed by a Mini ft ry^ who preferred their own Intereft 
fo her Honour j had there never been an Inllance when 
the Interpoiition of Parliament refcned the Nation from the 
wicked lifftdts of Mai aJminift ration; then might I have 
Bad ibmuch Confidence in the prefent Miniftry, as to agree 
in my Sentiments with the honourable Gentlemen who fpoke 
laft. Bntj I have feen the Complaif^nce of Parliament to 
die Miniitry attended with fo mnny bad Effedls, efpecially^ 
j(of late, chat 1 think it is high Time for us to our alter our 
Meafure?^ and to judge from whr.t we fee, and not from 
what we hear. 

* I own all that has been fa id rather confirms me to 
agree to the Motion, than otherwife. All that the honourable 
.Gentleman has faid, in my Op Ir, ion amounts to this^ that the 
Papers, now movM to be addrefsM for, relate to an un- 
Bniihed Ne^ociation» and therefore it wilLb^^^l!!^ ^'^ '^ ■ 
<JignitXi£Lliis M<y diy to addrefs for thefe Papers i that it 
mlgpt Jikewife put Spain on her Guard, ThouTdthe Manner 
it! wliich wo are to attack them come to their Know- 
ledge i and thereby the Ends of the ConveDtion might be 
frull rated. 

* The very Rertfon why thi& Motion ought to be agreed to, 
is becaufe thefe Papers relate to a Negrciation that is rt ill in 
Uepcjidance. Had the Ncgociation been finiihed, thcRea- 
ibns for OUT agreeing to this Motion would not have been 
j5C2ir fo ftrong with me as they arc now. Eat, Sir, I h.ive 
not heard yet any one Reafon giverij why the jurt Fxpe^la- 
tions of Parliament and the People have not been iinfwered, 
and why we arc not :it prefent in a State of Certainty with 
jcgard to our Diilcrences with Spain ; why we are not car- 
rying on either a vigorous War, or reaping the Advanu^^e^ 
jof an honourable Peace. Thefe ivre Con fid er at tons that offitr 
to me, previous to all other Confederations. WIk^u once 
this Houfe h iati^fied in thefe Points, it wtU U' *^*iy f'>' m 
4 to come to a Relolutton as to every other 
Jto this A ffdir. Bat thefe are Points we nt v . 
Knowledge of without our icelrig, in the tiiii ii. 
JfoL V. V y 
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Ann* IS Ge«. n. now oiove^ tobe addiefied for. I ia/» Sir, in thefirft Place; '■_ 
lii^SLi for if oar Admirals and Captains have had no Orders to aft 
with Vigour ; if oar Cbnfols and Governors have had vo 
Inftrq^ons to ftand by the Rights of this Nation It all ^ 
Events ; or if they have bem inftruded, to wink at the Gab- 
mities of their Fellow-Sabjeds, and, as many fniised, to 
connive at the Barbarities inflided on them ; then. Sir, the 
Houie mail be led into another Enqairy, by what Means ic 
has happened that fach a Condud has been obferved. We 
are then no longer to wonder why the Spaniards have sot 
been broii^ht to do us Jaftice, and why oar Merchants aie 
ftill expoie to the Infults of their Enemies. 

' Ify Sir, there had been any ComparifoD betwixt oar 
Strength axid that of the Enemy, if the Spaniards had had 
the leaft Pretext in Joftice or Eqaity for the Barbarities iti- 
Aided on the Subjeds of this Nation, fome Excofes mig^t 
have been pleaded from the Imprudence of hazarding oar 
Strength and Reputation on a doabcfol Event ; fonae ff-M^, 
Sir, might have been pleaded from the lojaftioe of (apport- 
ing Claims that are inconfiftent with the Treaties aiid the 
Law of Nations. But, fince we are as evidently foperior ia 
Strength, as in the Jollice of our Caufe, the Reafomofour 
Forbeirance fince laft Sefiion, and cor acceptii^ this Con- 
vention, mufb be attributed to fome Caufo oT which the 
Parliament ought to be the Judges, and which, I am afinud, 
the Parliament alone can remove. Are we forever Co tnift 
to the Courage and Honeily of our Miniftry ? Axe we nefer 
to interpofe, and let his Majefty know the Senie of the Na- 
tion ? Have we for theie 20 Years paft ever ofiered oar Ad- 
vice to the Throne upon any doubdlil Exigency ? Have we 
not AS often as fuch Advice was propoTcd, been told, dut 
we had no Reafon to doubt the Prudence and Zeal of die 
Minillr)' ; that ic w-is an Affront upon his Majefty for as 
to interpofe in thofe Points where theCrov^-n by its Preroga- 
tive was to be the fole Judge. Let Gentlemen, Sir, look 
over the Hiilory of England, and they will find this is the 
lnngu.igr that hr.s brought on all the Inconveniencies which 
we have felt. Thii is z Language that honell Minifters never 
ufe ; it is the Language th::t wife Miniders rp!c<i. Honeft 
Miniiierf would !:« glad of having an Opportunity to take 
Adviccr, hcucT Acvice than it is ponible for them to give; 
and wife Minii^ers never think them lelves fo happy as when 
tljcy have the Advice of Parliamcn:, to gire a SanftiontD 
their Procceiirgj. 

• As to liiC parting the Spaniards en their Goavd, I am 
not Jb much tidier of a Soldier or a Sii'cr> as to praendio 
dctcrmirjc prcciicly what Weight may be ia drat Objedion: 
Bui 1 i:3ivc read a little, and have hciri a great «kd« 
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I, fo far as I may be allowed to judge, there is 
but one Way in which we can poffibly attack them, and that 
is by Sea. We have already fatally experienced the EfFedi 
of a Land War with Spain. It was indeed attended with 
Glory I it was attended with Soccefs ; but, Sfr, it wi^s at- 
tended with anExpehce which we feel to this D^y. There- 
fore I think it is quite out of the Queftion to fuppofe that any 
military Operations of ours ag^iinft Spain, which were to 
have taken effcfl by Land, Jhould be dlfcoirered by our a- 
greeing to this Motion. It i^ poiTible that we may difcovcr 
by It, whether our Government dcfign to a^ in earned. 
But I can fee very little Advantage Spain can reap from this, 
though I think I fee a great Benefit wiiich muH arife from It 
to Britain. 

« We can never imagine, Sir^ that the Spaniards have 
been fo ftupid as not to take all poifjble Precautions to defend 
themfelves in cafe of a Rupture, Thty know very well, I 
believe ^^v^ry Gentleman in this Houfe, every Man of com- 
tnon Senfe without Doors knows, where and In what Man- 
ner we can attack her, if wearein Eameft. Therefore, Sir, 
I think it is of very little Confequcnce whether the Spaniards 
lliall come at the Knowledge of the Plan of the Operations 
or not- But Sir, I faid I could cafily fee an ei^ident Advan- 
tage which our being well afTured that tlie Mlnlftry wei^ in 
mtnc^ to a^ a gain ft Spain muft be attended with : Such an 
AiTurance would infpirethe People^ I had almoft faid,with a 
Veneration for the Miniftry; I am fure it would for his Ma- 
jefly ; when they faw that they were refolved to take Satif- 
la^tion for the Injuries we have received. Tliia mud be at- 
tended with the bell Effe^s. The Opinion which the Sub- 
je^s will then entertain of the Honefty and Abilities of thofe 
at the Helm, will make them contribute their Share of the 
Expence with Alacrity. Our Sailors, Sir, i\'ho have long 
a^ed with Reluftance, would then ferve with Chearfuhiefs, 
There would be then no Occafion for prelfrng Men aboard 
for our Navy. That Re!u£laucej Sir, fo vifible in our Sai- 
lor?, intirely proceeds from the numberlefs JJifappointmenCB 
they havcal ready met with j and give me leave to fay. Sir, 
riiat there is no other Method of removing their Diflruft on 
that Head, than hy our Government's letting the Publick fee 
that they Intend to a£t honeftly and fairly, that they do not 
defign to amufe the World any longer with idle Parades, or 
iham Expeditions. 

* There is another good Effect, Sir, that our agreeing to 
this Motion muft have 3 it will make Spain cautious how (he 
trifles any longer with lis. Can any reafonable Man believe, 
:^ir, that if the had tJiought we dared to a6; \igorouily, *Tie 
V y z wavild 
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would have treated m in the Manner £ht has dene } Shtmoi, 
be confcious, that by herfelf fhe 15 a very uniDqual MiJskki 
us, and that it is in om Power to humble ber before ihc tia 
receive any Ailiftance from her Allies* Her MrniiltR m& 
be cotifcious that we have been treated in a Manner iku ^ 
re^ly violates all the Law of Nature and Natiom, and evoy 
Treaty fubfifting betwixt us and them. Give mc Ic^ve to 
»sk,Sir, from whence can tJic Motives of their Pfoci 
arife, if they do not arife from an Opinion of the \V 
and Irrefoludon of our MimHryi' But, Six. cur agree: 
this Motioii will fet them right in that Reiped:. I Jjopt 
fhall fee fnrtruAions to our Admirals and Qiptains tilal wl 
make the .Spaniards, and all the World ienlible, thai vt 
have Mimflers both tcxD wife and too hone ft to be any loiiger 
trifled with. This, inllead of obftrutting, muH Miott 
every Negociation with that Crown* As we want 
of them but what is fair and right, they would be morcj 
dy to grant it willingly, when they hnd* if they rcfi 
are determined to command it by Foj-ce. 

* B'dZ^ Sir, as no Arguments are fo good as thofc 
from Experience, I am foiTy to f^y that in this Cafe we k*c 
fatal Elxpcricnce of the Ke.i Jons blene Is of this Motion K^ 
many Gentleman Jiere who may remember our E> 
under Admiral Hofier. How many of our brave ^^-Jiim 
peri Hied, how many of our bell Ships rotted, and howffloi 
of the national Honour was loll in that Ejcpeditioji, k notffl| 
Btifincisatprefenttoenquife into J but I will venture ta 
diat it had been happy for this Nation, that either that 
pediuon had not been made, cr tliat the Parliainent 
before hand acq aaimed with the Nature of our 
ftrii^^ions* But, Sir^ this is a very ungrateful, a 
Uneholy Subje^ ; therefore I ihall only obfcrve, dm? 
the Memory of that Expedition is ib recent in the Ml 
the People, it will be impoffible to cure theio of ihcif 
cions J it win be impoflible to convince them ihai qi 
Mcafures are not in the fame Strain they were th&n 
the Parliament u made acquainted with the Natm. „ 
inltrudions that have been given to our Admiral* bmAO^iS 
abroad. 

;* I have little more to add^ Sir ^ but I cinnot help ob- 
ferving, that there is a very wide DiiFerencc h-- , -- 
Report, and the Arguments that have been 
tixie Motion, . Thele Argiimeiits have been iaj^ uuiii 
Suppi^fition that the Negociation with Spain ts Jiiil 
Bpon the Suppflfition that the Convention it no othei 
Preliminafy, iinU that ^e have Hi 11 ag^^od deal to fi 
Spain. But, Sir, if any Credit is to be glveii £o coi 



^fecpo] 



^ 
^ 



I 



( ^67 ) 

rt, our Miniftry arc acting in a Manner which fliews ^^^^ ** <*o- 
diat they think all Differences with Spain are aecommodatcJ. J^^ *'' 
If we are to believe common Report, Sir> they have fo 
much Confidence in Spaniih Honour and Faith ^ that they 
look upon a deiiniEive Treaty to be as good as concluded, and* 
"^iave already recalled our Squadron from the Mediterranean 
^ca. I fhall DO[ warrant the Truth of this Report, Sir ; but 
if \i 15 true, in my humble Opinion it entirely overthrows all 
tliat hai been advanced by the Gentlemen on die other Side. 
Howeverj wheiher it is true or not, I think the Heafons I 
JiAve already given, and thoie I have heard from my worthy 
Fjieads, are more than fu&cienc to determine mt in giving 
my Voice for the Motion.' 

Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir, 

* I i Gentlemen knevTof l\o\v 3 ittle Con fequence it is to 5^, n^Urt Wnifisie 
fhe In te reft of the Miniltcr (for 1 fee no Reafon why I may 
f^t ufe that Word too] whether this Motion is or h not 
agreed to, they would think rhey had fpent their Time 
very indifferently in tii^ Debate, 

The bono arable Gentleman who fpoke kil, fa id, with 
that good Senfe which -^le always d;ifcover5 when he i peaks 
cither in publick or in private^ that if at ihb Jun^urr we 
fecalled our Fleet from the Coails of Spain, our Negocia- 
tions with that Court ought to be looked upon as at an End, 
and confegiiently thar^ no Argument could a rile apinll this 
Motion for our addreffing fo^^ Papers relating to a depending 
^egociatlon, Jf that w^re the Cafe, if our Fleet was re- 
called, J ihould be^of -the i'a me Opinion i But, Sir, I can 
take it upon me to ajfirm, that no fuch Orders have beeJi 
fent, and that I nevfr^hciird of any fuch Orders before I 
Jjeard them now. I 4?^]ieve, ,Sir, Gentle^ijen will not fuf- 
pcck that Orders could ha^ve h^tis^ fentwithoiitmy Knowledge^ 
^d they are fniilake|t)»j,if,,they xhink that lean liave any 
iateielVcd Views in conoeajing than. However, Sir, I can^ 
not omit taking Notice, of the Views with which fuch Re- 
port? are propagated, , ^i^d how ea fy ii is for the be ft luten^ 
tions ill the World to'bc defeated by any malicious Fellow, 
who fnall take upon him, from his own Conjcdures, to ?.i- 
fijm Things for Fa(^ that never had any Rxillence but in 
his own Brain. 1 am fwre the houourable Gentleman him- 
fclf did not invent fo i;n4probable a Story i but, on the other 
Hand, I am furc that with ^1 theDifcernmcnt he is Mailer 
of, he w»is very much afle^ed by it, and that if I had not 
taken tl\i5 Opportunity of undeceiving him, moft Gentlenxen 
here c^ight have believed if. 

• That 
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* TIaf hjiM^Ui. Gatkwsi w^ pledbl m hnx^ 

ffsd&q»wlOI»Bicieiwliekbefii»rFc!^ , 
tteExpeiiacios aitftf GcmtewMit iaei Imf ooFi-ne^ 
Mfwiimliye caa gnkid yinA Agcifatty If a Sdicsien 
«dl digdted, sad prapcflr cxeoMedtp tJh«r kaHni^kb 111- 
Aifteii can aiifivcr lor : H^ Eteamia ne aoi voder o«r DJ- 
leOkw, and dici* diat Ejcpediciaa ilid oDtiBfwer ^ eke Esds 
it 1VSS de£^;iied fo, ycf f facfiefv t^ KatiDD feds die good 
£ifed& of It ^t diis D37. It limi^eiKd mt a Tzne wfadi lie 
Sttcifttkm of the Ai^mTf Emope ws irm- d ife e ot &om wlut 
it b it pncfent: Boc I need noe ddcfnd W iWticid»s^ I be* 
licTC moil Gendemeii prefear remcniba' mAsSl t^ Modves itf 
it werc« and chat as often as ii cazoe omda* the CoKfiderados 
•f thb Houfe, the ObieSk>m to t})e Coodoft <sf vJie Miasftf7« 
on that Hcati, t^^re^wafsfiillyaiKlJc^idlfivliited. 

* In Ihort, Sir, if tlic Spanifii Treafere sftlttt TTimcrf 
Oped our Fleets, it was omog to Accidents whidi 00 humin 
Farrfight cotild prevent, and may fcnrc Co let tb lee, thijt 
liofPQver rame Gtrdtlemen flatter chcml^tvea witli tbe 
Though ts of always having H m oar Power to hnso 
Sp;iin to our Terms* j^et it ii not fo eafy a Tai^ is 
tiiefe tfcnEJemen imagine Oar Admirals and Cap^m 
at ttviit *rimct Sir, did their Duty, and I bclkre ^^qM 
have exerted their Courage too* had the Fbtt- 
cmme in their Way, But their Efcape at that TSm : 
Pfoof that neither the Gcotlnefs of Ships^ theNmnber ol 
Men, the Skill of our Oliicer?, noH the Bravery of our 
8a tbr^ can avail, ivhen the Winds and the Wathcr feTour 
the EiU'iny. If Gentlemen would lilakc due Rc£e&icni 
upon tJiis, 1 dare {ay they would be much cooler in their 
l>?b:ites and ProceetJing^ ispott thofe^QHe^tons that rehte Co 
©UF Drffercncei with Spsin, Mean time I think the Aigu- 
mi-trti which I have heard in Support of the Motion ajc not 
f u ffi cie nt to w El rrn n t my g i V ii^g A fiefi t to it.'* 

The Qweilion then bieiiig pof, 4t pafied in the Negative, 
185, ngainft 1 11. *" '^ ^ 

It wi* then mtn'^ed by Mr* Sandys, That an humble Ad* 
*Irt?fa iliookl be prefeuted to his'Mnjefty, that be wotild be 

?raciouny pkufcj to give Di regions, for laying befi 
U\\\k\ Gopi,^ of fucl^ Memorials or Rpppcfentaaon?, 
\ktt\\ mJwIf, either to the King of Spain or hb Min;; t: , 
ft(oi^ the Treaty of SevIJJe, relating to Loffes fu!*^:::c' ^^* 
hift M <i< llj^'s Stihjc^Sj fey Means of Depredatjoi: 
ftd by liiff Subjcds of the King tH Spain m . 
Aaierlu. 
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Henry Pclham Efq; 

■ After the Houfe, for very good ReafonSj had giFcn a Ne* Henry Feiisn fi^ 
'^ative to the lail Motion, I did not expeS to hear one of 
this Kind ; becaufe the Rcafons for fiot agreeing to the lait, 
hold, in my Opinion, much iUonger for reject ng this. 

* Gentlemen, before they make fuch Motions as thefe, 
ought to confider two Things principally i firfl, whether this 
Houfc has a Right by the Conftitution to agree to Motions 
of this Kindj for calling for Papers while a Negociation is 
depending i and in the next Place, how far fuch an Addrei* 
will be complied with on the Part of the Throne » His Ma- 
jefty by our G^nllitution certainly has a Right to make Peace 
or War,, and confequently^ to take fuch Steps as may enable 
him to do both with Honour and Succefs ; but if we call 
for tliofe very Papers that contain the whole Tranfadlion* 
with regard to either, Gentlemen are to confider^ whether 
this be not an Attempt to wrefl this Prerogative out of die 
Royal Hand J where it is now fo well lodged. At the fami 
Time, Sir, admitting we had fuch a Power, if for Reafons 
bell known to his Majefty, he fhould rcfufe to comply with 
our Addrefsj Gentlemen cannot but fore fee, that fuch a Re- 
fuikl has of ten produced aMifunderllanding betwixt the Crowtt 
and Parliament; which on thb Occafion mull produce the 
very worll Effefts, 

^ It becomes therefore, Sir^ a prudential ConfideraCioti witk 
m at prefentj whether thefe Papers may not be of fuch ^ 
Nature as to re<]uirc the utmoil Secrecy, and whether our 
agreeing to this Motion^ may not defeat all the good Ends 
propofed by the Convention ; for as the Convention is no 
other than a preliminary Treaty to a definitive one, there 
iRiift confeqnently be a great Number of Points Jlill unfet* 
lied betwixt his Majeity's Mintllers and thofe of Spain, ati4 
therefore calling for the Copies of any Papers that are now, 
perhaps, lying before the King of Spain's Council, is calling 
for Papers that relate to an unfinifhed Negociation, Be- 
fidcs. Sir, the Papers that have been laid before the Court 
of Spain by our Miniiters, will necefllirily difcover a great 
Part of the Contents of thofe Papers, which have been com- 
municated to this Court by that of Spain. Making fuch 
Papers publick, mufl be interpreted by Spain as an Affront 
done to her,it being an Indignity done to a Court, after a Ne- 
gociation is concluded, to publiiK all the Demands which, 
Cither from a Mifm formation, or a Defire to advance her 
own fnterelt, !t in?y h^ve made. Thh m(ght make them fliy 
of Negoci^ffion wi^h a Court, that 

h < I (o unhimdiomely. Bthdcf, Sir, 

a wuc Mmuiry wiU aiwayi confider the Chanti^t ^( iVv^ 
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the (sune Form ot GovermDcnt wich oorfelves ; if duey had 
the £iflM NodooB of Liberty, and the £ubm Rigius to fe- 
csre k, the IMotioa woahi hoc havebeen fb improper. Bbe 
wea^etocoB^^, that we iare- to <io witii the aed jeakm 
People oBdertbeScn; wrkEve todowichthe Miniltes ofan 
aUirinte Pnace ofrer a Gumtry where everyXiuBg is traxiad- 
cd with the atmoll Secrecy, aod who would be iiartkd that 
any PtperofSttUefhaEddbeezpos'dto poblic View: This, 
Sir, m^ht render, not only Spain, Iwt every Nsuioa m 
Earape, airerie firom entering into ajoy Negoaadaa witha 
People, whocaaoot keep d!« own Secrets, orthofeoftheir 
Ne^hboon. 

*l ihail DOW coofider a little how confident fach an Addrefi 
wooid be, with the Regaid and Decency we owe to hii 
Majefty. Give me leave here to observe. Sir, chac nodnif 
can cootriboce more to obtaining a Definitive Txescy, on a 
iafe and hoMMirabfe Footing, than a good Conre^poodeBCC 
betwixt bis Majefty and his Parliament; and nothing wiD 
be a greater Eacoun^^raent for Spain to inift upoa bigh 
Terms, and to be obftinate in her Demands, than even 
the Appearance of Coldnefi between them. Now, Sir, if 
we (hould reiblve to addreis bis Majefty far theie Fapea, 
before we are fure, that he will t^k fit to coro|dy withonr 
Requeft, I don^t know any Meaiure we coold porfiie;, which 
might be more detrimental to the PuUic : Tbey who aie 
difiatisfied with the preient happy Eftablifhment, under tbe 
Colour of being difiatisfied with the Minifby, will take Oc< 
cafion to infinuate, that a Dtfierence has arifen betwixt his 
hUjcdy and the Parliament : This Infinoation will be in- 
duilrioody propagated amongft Foreign Courts, till diis 
Nation fhall be in Danger of lofing much of that dedfive 
Weight which every good Subjed would wiih ihe enjoyM 
abroad. Nothing, Sir, could give Foreign Powers a hirer 
Opportunity of uniting among themfelves, than this Opi- 
nion ; and fuch an Union is what Great Britain ought by all 
Means to guard againft. Wc (hould not then have to deal 
with Spain alone ; we fliould foon fee France entering her 
Claims likewife : I am not fure but our good Allies the 
Dutch might endeavoar to obtain fome Conceifions to our 
Prejudice : For, give me Leave to (ny^ Sir, that the Union 
which has always fubfifted betwixt our Court and the Par- 
liament, finoe the Acceffion of the prefent illuftrious Family 
to this Throne, has been the Means of our enjoying many 
Advantages in Commerce, unrivaPd, and uncomplain'd of 
by our Neighbours ; And Gentlemen ought to be jf~» 
cautious how they give Occafion for our NeighbooM^ 
as to fufpcft any Difference betwixt his. Mf> 
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liament, wh^n th<?y reflect fhtit thtte ti^ir was a Time 
when any l>ifference happen -d beti*flxt them, in which oiir 
Neighbours did not do a H in thek Power to iitiprore it t« 
their own Advantage. 

r have infcnfibly fallen agam into the ConfideratJon of 
Foreign Affeirs; bo^ arery EJomeftic Incident has fuch aninflu- 
ence upon oar Foreign Situation, that it h almaft impoffibie t6 
feparate the Confideration of oir»e froni the other. There if 
indeed one Confeqtiience entirely Domestic, that may attend 
oar agreemg to the prefent Motion, ami that h the Opimofi 
it might gi\'e his Majefty of the Wifdfim and Mqderation of 
this Houle* His Majeily has always, m every public 
Tranfaftion of his Reign, confidefd the Parliament as hiifgreAt 
Conncil ; he htis advrsM with us, he h:is paid a jull Regard 
tor otir Sentiment5,and has inform'd us of every material Tranf- 
a£iicm of his Refgn. Now, Sir^ if we don't, on our Parts, 
anfwer thofe gracious Dtrpoiltionj i if we don*t aft within 
our own Sphere, hi^ Mnjefty has great Reafon to thinL^ 
that we requite the Deference and Efteem he has always 
exprefsM for us very ungratefuMy. He has informM us^ 
that a Convention has been enterM into with Spin ; he has 
told us, it h a Convention for fettling all Matters in Difputis 
betwixt them and us, in fuch a Manner a* may, for the 
futorc, prevent and remove all new Caufes of Complaint* 
He has likewife informed us, that the Convention fhall be 
laid before us. If we fhould agree to the prefent Motion, 
Sir, in what Manner fhall we requite his Majefty*s Roy at 
Endeavours for the Intereils of this Nation ? If, before we 
have come to any Rcfolution about thb Convention, before 
we have deliberated whether it is, or is not, for the Advan* 
tage of the Nation, we fall to examine into the Papers and 
Inftruftions that have, in order to bring it about, pafs'd be- 
twixt his Majefty's Miniftcrs, and thofe of Spain ? Nothing, 
Sir, can be a more prepofterom Way of proceeding. It is tel- 
ling his Majcfty, that we won't regard the Merits of the Con- 
vention, by itfelf ; we will be determined in the Judgment 
we ihall form of it, as we are pleas*d or difpIeasM with thd 
Condu^ of the Miniftry previous to its being concluded. 
Sir, give me Leave to fay, that when this Hcofe deliberates 
upon approving, or not approving any Meafurc, wo art 
to confide r that Mcafure as jtftands by itfelf; if we Rnd it in 
itfelf to be a good Mcafure, we are to approve of it, and wd 
are not to regard its Conne£lion with any other Circum* 
ftance. If we were tofuppofe that this Convention, which 
will be confider'd in a Day or two^ has been brought about 
by the moll abandonM Set of Men in the Worlds yet ifw€ 
And it to be for the Public Good, ivc are not tp enquire into. 
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and cenfure the Means by wliich it was'brouglit about. The 
beft and the mofl reaConable Method of Proceedlnei and the 
Way tn which this Houfe has always proceeded in luch C^fes, 
h to examine the Meafure itfelf ; and ifkk found to be a dc- 
ftrufbive Meafiire, let us petition his Majcfly to have all the Pa- 
pers relating to it laid before m^ that we may iollida fuitable 
Cenfurc upon the Advifers and Managers of fuch a Step : 
But if we find it a good Meafure, I don't fee what we could 
propofe to ourfelves by calling for any Papers previous to it i 
unlefs it were to kt hb Majelly fee^ that we are refolvM to 
Bib tor Faults^ and to take upon ourfelves a Power unknown 
to our Conllitution. I Ibalt fuppofe that we are now to 
agree to this Motion ; what might be the Confequeoce ? I 
am afraid fuch as would give t^e Crown no very favonrabk 
Opinion of our Prudence and Candour, For his Majefty may 
veryjaltly conclude,that,beingconfciouswetould find no Fault 
with the Convention by itfelf, we wererefolved, rather thaji 
not find Fault, to fall upon his Miniilers for what they had 
done before it was concluded. Thi^i, Sir, give me Leave to fey, 
might, with very good Reafon, be looked upon by the 
down a/^ a very great Piece of Difrefpe^, and be refented 
by a. Denial, which, I am fure, would be very difagreeablfi 
to his Majefty, however juft it would be in itfelf, 

* I Iliall beg Leave only to add a very few Things to what 
I have already laid : It has always been the Rule of this 
Houfe, never to call for Papers relating to a Negociation 
while that Negodation is in Depcndance. I know Gen- 
tlemen will confider the Convention as a Negociation en* 
tirely feparate from the Definitive Treaty that is fuppofwi to 
follow it ; but I mult humbly differ from thofe Gentlemen. 
All Preliminaries, in their own Nature, have a Relation to the 
Negociations to which they refer ; and it frequently happens, 
that Preliminaries contain the Subftance of all that follows 
after ; and chat the fubfequent Negociations are only to extend 
the Stipulations, and give them a more authentick Sanation : 
Tho* I am not to fuppofe chat this is the Cafe with the Con- 
%^ention, yet no Gentleman, who has looked into it, but 
muil fee that, tho' it u not a definitive Treaty, yet all the 
material Points, upon which a Definitive Treaty is to pro- 
ceed, have been adjulied betwixt the Miniflers of the two 
Crowns by this Convention : Therefore the Jnilrudions that 
]nive palled betwixt our Court and that of Spain, relating to 
the Convention, may very reafonably be prefumed to relate 
likewifeto the fubfequent Definitive Treaty. 

' This being the Cafe, by agreeing to the prefent Motion, 
we call for Papers relating to a Negociation ilill in Depen- 
Jance, and thereby afTume to ourfelves a Right by no means 
belonging to this Houfe. We aifume to ourfelves a Right 

of 



img and of cenfurmg the Condud of his Majeily's 
MiniJlers upon a Meafure that is not yet concluded ; in fliortj 
we aflbine to ourfelves a Right that h already lodged in* the 
Royal Hands ; in Hands, Sir, that have been always fo fer 
from making a bad Ufe of itj that this Houfe has always 
been Sharen in that Pait of the Prerogative. 

* My Oppofition to this Motion, Sir, muH by every Gen- 
tleman who judges impartially, be looked upon as proceeding 
from no Confcioufnefs of any Thing amifs in the Pcipers to 
be addrefled for by this Motion ; becaufe, if we Ihould iind 
the Convention to be a Meafure again it the Honour and Jn- 
ccrelt of this Nation, there is ftill Room for ub to go into this 
Addrefs. 

»Sir William Windham. 
Sir, 
* I am forry that I am obliged to differ from the honou- 
rable Gentleman who fits over againfl: me, in aim oil every 
Propofition he has advanced. I readily admits that to know 
the proper Boundaries between the Sovereign i.nd the Parlia- 
ment, is a Part of Knowledge very requisite for a Member of 
this Houfe ; but I think the Conflitutlon has pointed out 
thofe Boundaries, it has pointed them out in plain and intel- 
ligible Chara6ter3, impolFible to be miftaken by any Man 
who does not wilfully miftake. Our Conftitution plamiy 
prefiimes, that in political Tranfaflion.'i the Mini(ler*s Con- 
duct alone is to be canvaf^'d, and if any Thing is found a- 
mifs, the Sovereign is always fuppofed to have been mi fled or 
mi fin formed by the Minilter. I could not help faying thus 
much. Sir, been ufe I have obferved Gentlemen, upon Quef- 
tions relating to Papers proper to be laid before this Houfe, 
ftill advancing that fuch Motions tended to encroach upon 
the Prerogative. For my Part I know no Prerogative that 
this Motion can affedt ; I know no Difficukies which it can 
lay us under but with regard to the Minifter, and I hope 
this Houfe will never know any Difficulty upon this Head* 

* The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laJl appears to 
me TO have been under two very great Mi flakes j firft, in 
fuppofing that his Majefty would take it amifs, if we ihould 
addrefs in the Terms of the pre fen t Motion i fecondly, in 
caking it for granted that the Contents of any Papers can- 
xiot be communicated to this Houfe without their being 
known to all the World- 1 am convinced that this Houfe 
never did, and I hope it never will, give his Majefly Reafon 
to fufpc^, that we are capable of purtumg any View incon- 
fiftcnt with the Refpe^^t we o\\^ to him, or with the Duty 
%e owe to our ConAituents- While thcfe are th; MfXini'^ hv 
which we regulate our Conduct, his ^ ' 

Iould never take any Proceeding of oil 
Z £ 2 
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wc ftiouM CTcr a^drefs for any Thing d^ £$ im^t^ hi 
his M^jefty lo comply with, he will not look iipoa t U 
proceeding from VVant of AiFc&ion^ but from W^it d 
tcr In formation. 

* Tbis leads me to [ho ff^nd Miftalce tW fiono' 
Gentleman feems to be tinder. If by agree i;^g ta 
Motion we ihould addre4 for Paper$ uitfit to be 
cated to the Publkk, tbere h no cioubt hm we Jlul! 
fornied from the Throuc, in a regular Manner, tli. 
Contents of fome of the Pipers we addrciTed for oug^Hl 
to h^ divulged. In the mean tune, it is to be bafJeil 
his Jilajeliy will order thofe Papers thai are proper fbi 
Inrpettioii to be bid before us. If it OmJl be fa 
the Hovife, that the Papers thns communicated wi 
Jkient for our Information ; if it fhall be iound, 
fufficient to give us a. full and a clear Detail of 
cbtion^ that have preceded this Conventjon^ there 
Occafion to trouble his Majcfty any further- But If 
Papers fiiotild relate to other Papers without which we 
be ftiil in the Dark, there is a Method by which this ' 
may be informed of all that k proper for ehem to knowtj 
yet the Minlftry be in no Danger of having their Seci 
vulged to the World* I mean the Method of s feott 
mittec, who may be appointed to make Extracts from 
Papers relating to the A&ir in Quell ion, as fa.r as iWlbenC' 
cciCiry for the Information of this Houfe, I hope* 
Gentlemen donU fuppcfc that the Breaft of a Miniiicf i 
only Cabinet where :i Secret of State can be &fely dei 
I dare fay, Sir^ tvcry Gentleman of this Houfe, wJi 
have the Honour to be of a fecret Committee, will 
the Proceedings of thai Committee as inviolably 03 tUfW 
nifier abve. 

' I think i have already obviated the moft material Di^* 
ficulty that can poffibly arifeon this Point of Secrecy ; Bttt^Sif* 
I confefs> that lean fee no Grounds for fuppoljng,that ifi 
niilry have honeftly done their Duty, there can beany 
to be concealed from the PublickpOr any Difficulties what 
The Wrongs that we have faffered from Spain wcif 
mittcdin the Face of the Sun They were avowed 
Government, they were juflified by her Miniflry; 
Mentis, Sir, which we purfued to obtain JutUce, were 
^ncealcd from the Knowledge of tiie Publlck ; longer Ti 
afraid than Wasilriitly conftlient with the Intereit, with**' 
Honour of this Nation ; and the more they were OiSucalA 
the Injuries, the Infiilts and Barbarities cDmmiticd on off 
Subjc^s grew the mere flagrant ; and Spain by her Qoadi^ 
fepoitrd to aim HI nothing fo much, aj to render it luifnXfir 
fabie for our Miaiitry any longer to ftiiic the j ull Coos 
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^1 Bipc&ation of obtaining Redref&by mcum of^o\iv Miniil^r^ 
^m our Merchants were obliged to lay their Cafe before Par- 
^1 Ijzment- We he^rd them fully, wc heard them impardally ; 
^B and they proved their Allegation to the Satisfaction, and 
^B entire ^onviftion, of every Gentleman in thi^ Houfe; to 
" the Convidion, I believe, of thofe who had the greateft Rea- 
foa to wifli that they had not fucceeded fa well in their Proof 
as they did* Upon this the Howie came to certain Refo- 
Juctons, very plain^ very pra£licablc in their owti Nature, 
which we then underflood were to ferve as a Diredlon to 
our Miniflry in the fucceeding Part of their Negotiations- If 
they have ufed proper Means for obtaiiiing the Conceilions 
pointed out by thefe Refoltiiions from the Court of Spain, 
if tJiey have unalteraibly purfned the Scheme which the Par- 
Ibmcnc laid down, where can be the Harm, where the Dif- 
ficulty ^ of publifhing their Conduft to the World ? Give 
me leave. Sir, to (ay, that it will be for their IniereA that 
the Pyblick be informed of their having a^ed zealouily for 
the Rights of the Nation* This will infpire the Subjeds 
wicb an Alacrity ; it wiU induce them to fccond his Ma- 
jelly 'e Endea\?ours with Vigour^ fliould Matters proceed ct> 
an open Rupture* This is an evident Advantage, which 
both the Mimflry ^d the Nation will gnin; and if they 
have a&d in the Manner which I hope they have, it is 
1^ impoHible that there can be any prudential Confideratbnj 
^Kfoi not agreeing to this Motion. 

^^ ■ WIiLU this floufc cn.me to the Refolntions which were 
^Bpirfentcd to his Majelly lafl SeBion, all the Treaties in 
^r Force betwixt us and Spain j were fully con fide red and de- 
f bated, I could have wiflied that our Rerolutions had been 
conceived in Ilronger Tcrms^ and that we had been more 
peremptory in our Demands : But the Miniftry muft be ac- 
quitted by every impartial Man, if it ihall appear that they 
liave fiiithfuUy and zealoufly conformed thcmfelves to what 
appeared to be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houfe< 
Now as thefe are no Secrets to the Publick, I c^innot con- 
ceive why any Proceed ings whatever, in Confequence of 
thefe Reiolutiona, (liould be improper to be cornmunicaied 
to this Houfe. It will found very it range to the World, if 
this Houfe fliould refufe to call for Papers, the Contents of 
which we have Reafon to prefame chicly relate to a Ncgo- 
iiation that ought to h^ive been carried on in Purfuance of 
the Refolutions of Parliament. Will not this. Sir, give a 
Handle to our Enemies to f^'ggeft, that fome Scenes ot Jni- 
qnity may be difcovered from thefe Papers, and that liis 
M*^jefty's Minillers have had Views diitind from^ and m* 
coidlfteiit with your Refolution^. 



I fhall go fo far, as to admit that thefe Views may be 
more advantageous for the Good of thfs Nadan, tkati thafe 
that the P?Lrliament then had in View : But give me leave to 
obferve. Sir, that however fpecious they may be, no Mca- 
fure founded thereon can be fo folid, or fo efficacious^ as 
thofe founded on the Refolutions of this Houfe. All Con- 
cciTions tl^at are obtained from Spain, if not founded on the 
Rcfolucions of Parliament, will be no longer binding upon 
her, than the (hall find it her Intereft not to break them* 
This, Sir, is evident from our pail Negotiations with that 
Court. Gentlemen, I believe, will liave fome Difficulty to 
prove that fhe has obferved one Stipulation in any Treaty 
we have made with her thefe twenty Years paft* Whar was 
the Reafon of this ? Did it not proceed from her Opinion 
thill our Parliaments would never fupport the Minlilry, io 
obliging her to an Obfervance of Treaties concluded without 
their Advice, and againlt the Senfe of the Nation ? This 
gave them Encouragement to break thro^ every Obligation 
of Faith and Honour. But the prefcnt Cafe is quite other- 
wife- The Parliament has laid down Refolutjons, which are^ 
or ought to be, Guides to our Rliniilry. We have declared, 
that we will efFcdlually fupport his iVIajefty in obtaining Re- 
drefs from Sp:iin on the Foot of thefe Refolutions ; therefore 
give me Leave to f^y. Sir, that there ought to have been no 
Negotiation carried on with Spain, whereof thefe Re folia- 
tions did not fervc as a Foundation ; and a5 thefe are known 
to all the WofM, I can fee no Reafon why any Part of the 
Negotiations founded on them ought to be kept fccret, or 
ihould be thought unfit to be communicated to this Honie. 

1 am forry to hear the Manner in which the Court of 
Madrid may re fcnt our Proceedings urged in this Houfe as a 
Reafon why we ought not to proceed according to our kr.owii 
Privileges : If ever one Court had Reafon to obferve no De^ 
licacy with another, and to break thro' all Forms of Deco* 
runt, we have received Provocatious enough to juRity us ia 
fiich a Behaviour towards that of Spiin^ She has violated 
the Law of Nations and her own Honour; fhe has done vio- 
lence even to Hum^i^ity itfelf, by her outrageous Treatment 
of our Fellow- rubje<as ; and fliall we. Sir, at this Time of 
T^^Vj refufe to enter into right and proper Meafures for our 
own S^ffty, becaufe they may be difagreeable to fome 
Pundiiiosof that Court ? But, Sir, we do no more now tbaH 
we have doije in former TimeSj we do no ovore than 
we have done in almofl every ScfTion of this FarliamenL 
Did we not I a (I SciTion, Sir, ad drefs for Papers tlut had 
palled between the Spanilh M in liters and ours ? Thefe Pa- 
pers were communicated to the Houfe ; but I think we never 
heard that the Cuurt of Spain refcnted it in the Manner the 
LonQUrabk Grntleman feems to inilnuate* The G^nvcoDoii 
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Proof that they liave not ; and I could wiffi we had u&d Anno iiOe*. ti# 
Privilege we enjoy of atldreffing his Majefty for Papers 
t have pafled betwixt his Mjnillers and thofe of any other 
aurt, oftener than we have ufed it. The Nation, 1 am 
rrfaaded, would have felt the good EfFefts of it. If foreign 
aurts apprehended, that all the Traiifa£Hons betwixt us 
] them were to be laid before this Houfe, I am apt to be- 
that they would be much more fincere in their Pro- 
eftations, and that they would not dare to trifle with this 
*fation in the Manner which fome of them have done. 

* The honourable Gendeman was afraid, that if wc 
ihould agree to this Motion, and the Papers were rcfufed us, 
fuch Refufal might beget a Mifunderllanding betwixt his 
Majeily and the Parliament, which might give other Pow- 
ers of Europe a Handle for infilling upon ibmewhat to the 
Di fad vantage of our Commerce. 

' As to the American Trade, which the honourable Gen- 
tleman has been plea fed to mention > I am fenfible with bow 
delicate a Hand that ought to be touch'd upon by a Mi- 
niftry treating with other Powers. But, Sir^ it is certain 
that we have juft as good a Right to our Share of that Trade 
2& any other People in Europe, except the Spaniards them- 
fclves : And give me Leave to lay, that it would not be 
amifs ihould we let our NeighbcLirs know, that wc are decer^ 
mined to fuffer none of them to enter into any collufive Ear- 
gain with Spain, to enjoy Advantages which we do not. If 
wc have any Rcafon to fufpe£l this, I think it would be 
right in us to oblige, not only the Spaniards, but thefe Sup- 
planters, to a due Obfervance of the Treaties concerning 
that Trade, let the Confequeno^s be what they will. While I 
am on this Subje^, I cannot help caking notice, that it has 
become a general Excufe in the Mouths of a great many for 
not entering into a War with Spain, that it is in her Power 
to feize the Property of our Mcrchents on board her PJatc- 
Fleer, Sir. I Ihall admit that it is. But I chink it is a- 
ainfl the Maxims of found Policy, for the Sake of any 
Private Man's Advantage, to expofc the Honour of the Na- 
tion to Infults. t 

• As to the EfFeds this Addrefsmight hare upon .^iFairs at 

lome^ I am fo very unfortunate a^ to differ widely from the 

nourable Gen tl e ro an's Way of Thin ki n g- A good Corre fpon " 

ence betwixt his Majefty and the Parliament, is what I 

liall always wilh to fee continued. But in my Opinion, Sir, 

is no very great Compliment to this Houfe to fuppofe, 

at if his Majelly ihall refufe to lay thefe Papers before ui, 

ve Ihould exprefs any Dillatlsfadion, or give our Enemies 

ny Handle to exult or triumph. We may be perr*f£tly ik- 

iificd, that if his Mujelly fhould refufe to lay ihcle Papcri 
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bdbfe m, !i is for wetj importaitt Reafons ; for I ani |Je^ 
ftiadedj no Miniftcr d^ft be fo bold as to Hep between Im 
Majefty and this Houfe, and be an InJlmmeRt of creating 
any Mifnnderftanding betwixt them on this Head, 

* But, fays the honourable Genrlcmai), we are not lore 
that hh Majet!y will comply with the Prayer of fuch an Ad- 
drds. Sir, this is an Argiimeot chat Tnayc<jually fenre a- 
gainft all Addreffes of this Kind j we are not fare, before 
they are prefcntedj chat his Majeity will comply with any of 
them ; bot it is reafonable to believe that lie will comply 
with this Addrefs as foon as with any other. In this Cafe 
Sir, I am apt to think that foreign Powers will enter :ain a 
very different Opinion of the State of onr Aifairs from what 
the honourable Gentleman infmu3te5. It will givo them to 
under ft and that his Majefly and his Parliament arc refolved 
to aft in concert. As to foreign Powers uniting amoogll 
ihemfeivcs on this Occafiopj I think we have no great Rea* 
fon to dread them : We have a Fleetj Sir, fufffcicnt to pre* 
vent all the bad Effe£U of fuch a Union ; fuffidetit to pro- 
teft oar own Trade^ and to defeat all the Attempts of otir 
Enemies. I fhould be glad to know, if we haire nothing to 
apprehend from our Enemies, for what Reafon the Nation 
Is at fo much Erpence in fitting out and maintaining fo 
great a Fleet? Bot I am afraid that the Union r-mocg the 
Enemies of this Nation is already as ftrong as poffiblcto be; 
jf it is not, the Arguments I have heard advanced for our 
late Mcafurcs are very inconfiftent and inconclufive. Was it 
not urged Jaft Scffion, in favour of our pacific Difpofitions, 
that France and Spain were fo elofely united, that thdr In- 
tereils were become infeparable ? And have we not beeft 
lately told, that this Union is now upon the Point of being 
rendered ftill more ftrid, by a Daughter of France*s mar- 
rying a Son of the King of Spain. Thtis, Sir the Unjon 
hinted at, is not only already formed, but perhaps as itrong 
as it ever can be. However, if we admit this Union to be 
of fo much Weight, aa to influence and orer-awe the Tit- 
ceflary Proceedings of this Houfe, we fhall not in the Icail 
keep off, but the fooner feel all the EfFe& of it, Niy, 
Ihall we not invite tlic Danger we onght to prepare againll ? 
* The hononrableGentleman feem'd apprehenfive thatFranee 
might have fome Claims to make prejudicial to our Interefl. 
I believe, Sir^ if we were to fettle Accounts, the Bnlance 
would be found very much in our Favour* We have there* 
fore no Reafon to delay the DifcufEon of all Claiins th^ 
poifibly be betwixt us. Wc muft not expedl any c 
good Offices, and we cannot guard fo well againft t 
in any other Manner, as by obliging them to come tc 
da rati on one way or other. By this Meam^ if wc 
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(ervei by their good Offices, we cannot be betrayed by thek 
diilembJed Frieitdlliip ; and if we had purfued thefe Mea* 
furcs fooner, I aiu of opinion that we fhould have had but 
very little Reaibn now either to court or to fear them. The 
honoarable Genileman fays, that we now enjoy mrtiy Ad* 
vantages in Commerce unriiraird .-^nd uncoroplain*d of by 
our Neighbours » I wifti. Sir, he hikd pointed out what 
thefe Advantages are, I have many times of late heard 
that oar Neighbours have engrot&*d feveral Branches of Com- 
merce to which we had a natural and undoubted Right, 
but I coald never yet learn that we have gained one Advan- 
tege over them in that Refpei^, Therefore I think it would 
not at all be amifs, if all our TrKities of Commerce and 
Navigation, with the other Powen of Europe, were e:xamin- 
cd, and the Encroachn-ients made upon oQr Rights flri^Iy 
enquired into: I am convinced, if this Enquny were vigo- 
roufly fet on Foot, it would be highly for the JntercA of this 
Nation. 

* As to our Neighbours improviiig our Divifions to their 
own Advantage, I can fee no Room, from what has been 
yet faid, to fufpe£l that our prefcnting fuch Addrcfe can pro- 
duce any^ whatever the rejeSing it may do, 

* The next Argument againft the Motion, Sir, is drawn 
from the Jmpreiljon it might give his Majefty of our Mo- 
deration. J dare fay his Majefiy know3 too much of the 
Conllitution of Great Britain in general, and of this Houfe 
in particular, to be difpleafed at fuch a Proceeding. If his 
Majeily ftiall find that we have done nothing more by it, 
than what has been ufual for this Houfe to do on like Occa- 
iions, where is the Ground for Infinuating, that his Majefty 
will have Eeafon to think we do not make a proper Return 
for the many Inllances of AiFeftion he has fhewn us ? I 
am very fenfible of the Tendernefs which he has alv^ays eX" 
prcfied for the Rights of this Houfe. Give me leave to (zy^ 
Si^t that we have never yet been wanting in our Re- 
turns of Gratitude to the Government, we have put 
it in their Power, to fecure themftlves in the Affi:ftions 
of the People ; we have put it in their Power, Sir, 
to make ihemfelves as popular as any Government that 
ever was in Britain, by furnifhing them with the Meani both 
of Tetricving and afferting the Honour of this KinjFdonii 
If, at an immenfe Expence to the People, we have thui 
ftnengthened the Hands of our Miniileri^ ; if we have thug 
clothed them with Power almoil unknown to uny of their 
Prcdeceflbrs, is it not jutl. Sir, is it not neccHjiry I hat we 
Jhould have all tlve Light communicated to um, thit may be 
proper to inform u± in what Manner tlicfc Expcntci .*»n^ i^mb 
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Power hzvc been applied ? And cart any Gentleman, whd 
impartially confiders this AfFair, doubt that our agreeing to 
the prefent Motion, is the mo ft proper Means of attaining 
that End ? 

* Tiie honourable Gentleman fays, that the Convention i* 
tioc a definitive Treaty, bat a preliminary ^one. Now this 
very Reafon which he has urged againft the Motion, is to 
meoneof ihe ftrongell Arguments in its Favour We fur- 
niihed the Minillry with means of reducing Spain to Reafon, 
and of obtaining a definitive Treaty with the moll advanta- 
geous Terms, Will any Gentleman deny this to be the Si- 
tuation of Affairs at the Qofe of lail Seffion ? I dare fay he 
will noL What then, Sir, do we intend by the Addrc& 
now moved for ? We intend no more, than to get as ftdl In- 
formation as poilible, why the firm and well-grounded Ex- 
peflations of the Parliament have not been anfwered. 

* The honourable Gentleman, Sir, reafoned on a Suppo- 
fition, that vve were to addrefs for thefe Papera for no otto 
Reafon than to Bfh for Faults in our Minillry, whofe Con- 
dud he feems to think is irreproachable. I wifh. with all 
my Heartj that it may be found fo ; but I muft differ from 
him in this Particular, I am of Opinion this Hou.fe may 
addrcfs for thefe Papers with the molt fmcere, the mofl up'* 
right Intentions of doing Jufticc to the Merits of the Mini- 
ftr)% T am apt tothink. Sir, that we ihall be Jlncerc both 
to our Approbation and Cenfure, and that whetlier om Mi^ 
nifl;er& deferve one or the other, we have no Intentions to 
z€t any other wife than ihall appear from the Reafon of the 
Thing itfelf. 

* i have heard Gentlemen frequently inJift, that it is very 
unfair to condemn the Conduct of Miniilers before we know 
I he particular Reafons and Motives from which they a^, 
I iny felf am entirely of that Opinion. I believe a Miniller 
may be fo embarrafs'd by Accidents in the Courfe of a pro- 
trafied Negotiation, thro' the Caprice, thro"' the Oblimacy 
of thofe he ha5 to do with, that he may be obliged to follow 
Meafures, that to a Pcrfon not in the like Situation, and 
unacquainted with the BiiKculties he had to encounfefj may 
appear very abfurd ; and yet. Sir, that very Perfon, upon 
better Information, may be convinced, that if he himfelf 
had been in the like Circum fiances, he could not have adled 
fo prudently. The Conventioi| is, I dare fay, fuch a Mea- 
fure as what I now talk of. The World in general, and I 
believe not a few Gentlemen in this Houfe, 1 own mjf felf 
to be of their Number, have but a very indifferent Opinion 
of it. However, I will not as yet abfolutely pronounce it 
to be a bad Meafure, becaufe I "do not know the Difficulties 
^hkh our MkiHers may have had to encounter, J do not 



Jcnow what Retifbns Spain might ha^e had to urge ; nor a 
thouiand other Circum Jin rices, which might be proper for 
nie to be inilrude<3 in, before I can deliver my iinnl Judg- 
ment of it. Thefe Difficulties, Sir, are only to be known 
from the Papers now moved to be addreffed for. For xny 
own Part, I will take them upon no Man's Reprefentation ; 
they who may be moft proper to rcprefent them to the 
Houfe, are i-rnown to be too llrongly intereftcd in the Fate 
of the Queilion aboat this Convention. They who are not 
intcreiled, cannot reprefent them to the Houfe, becanfe they 
are not in the Secret of Affairs^ How then, Sir, are we 
to receive right Informtition ? We are to receive it from the 
very Papers, which we have rcafon to believe were penned 
with no Defign of impofing on this Houfe. This, I own, 
Sir, is the only Method by wliich the Objedlions I have al- 
ready formed in my Mind againll this Convention can be 
removed. 

I fhail only trouble the Honfe with a Word or two more, 
with regard to the Indecency of our addrefling for Papers 
that rekte to a Negotiation not yet finifl^ied. This is an 
Argument, that I own has had of late great Weight with 
thia Houfe ; and I do believe that formerly it was not very 
ufaal to addrefs for fuch Papers. But I muft at the fame 
time obferve^ that formerly our Negotiations were quite of a 
different Kind from what they feem now, Our Forefathers 
a£tcd with Refolution ; they a6tcd with Prudence ; they did 
not fuffer themfelves to be deceived by the outward Pro- 
teilations, or undermined by the fecret Treachery of their 
Enemies ; therefore the firft Notice which the Public com- 
monly had of a Negotiationj was by its being notiiied to the 
Parliament that it was concluded : So that it was aim oil im- 
poflible for them to call for any Papers relating to a Nego- 
tiation thtit was depending. But we. Sir, have got into a 
new Method of Treaty making ; we are always negotiating, 
bat we never conclude. We have been negotiating with 
Spain thefe twenty Years, without making one definitive 
Treaty, that has not been broken before the Parliament 
CO old have an Opportunity of calling for any Papers relat- 
ing to it. For the Breach chat followed (fuch was our Po- 
licy) always gave Rife to new Negotiations, which were fct 
on Foot before the next Meeting of Parliament ; then, Sir^ 
when we called for Papers relating to the former Negotiation» 

I we were told that thefe Papers related to the Negotiation in 
dependence, and that therefore they were very unfit to be 
communicated to the Houfe ; — his'Majelly would take it 
amifs ; and the Spaniards would be diipleafed. Thb, Sir, 
I Like to be the very Cafe now. The Treaty of Seville, thu' 
called a definitive Treaty, was indeed as proprly a piclimi- 
K A a a 5 ^'^^ 
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woe kit 10 the 
Dediosof om^ConniiMi^ iitke BoBeMxauciaithtf 
sse mom Idt to Hcaipol cptiarig - Tlic Scipulatioiu Is ik 
TitaCf ofSciilfe, lioi^ otber mbted or mclnkfiU b^ 
tlie Sfomaa^f guvr E& m a oeir Negoiiaitiofi^ wbki pro* 
Aiced die CtMrvcmtion ; aind the Conraitioii itfelf k hat a 
Freiimimf^ to a fiegpmtiont wiuch NcgociatioQ ntaj codt 
fwm titAwtn kaovrs licnir long* Tbm, Slr^ it Is ev^eu, 
diat, in tbc boooaiabb GmtlemaD's SenJe of tl»c Wotds, |i1 
tiak HfuHe liai dot been ahk for thefe icn Years pall, to oil 
fer ^j Plapen rdMimg lo Spam^ tfaac might not be laid to 
icgarda Negotiation not yet concluded. 

* Bat, Sir, I muft beg Leave to trouble the Hode with 
one Rcafoo more why I am for the prefcnt Motion, If ne 
jnay give any Credit to oor public News- papers, and to cam- 
moo Report, our Miniilers have met with great DiHicultiei 
iti obtaining from Spain even t}iis Convention^ poor as it 
feemfi Co be ; cay, if fome People are not very iDiK:h mifin- 
formed, we co«ld have had better Terms from Spain eight 
Years ago, than we have got by this Convention. Now, 
Sir, what Indignation muft it raife in the Brcaft of eveiy 
con filtering ^ta^, who refle£b that our valt Preparations and 
Expences have had no Effect but to our own Detriment f T6 
what can this be attributed ? It muA be to one of two Caafcsr 
The lirft i^, that it is poflible Spain may have fo thorough t 
Contempt of lis, as to tell us, that if wc will be but peaceable 
and quiet, fhe will do fome thing for us from pure Good^ 
Will ; but that we are to expc^ no Terms, except the mofi 
di (honourable and difadvantageous, if we fhould preiend to 
do otirfelves Juftice by our Arms. If that, Sir^ is the Ofe^ 
we are in a more miferablc Situation than any People under 
the Surt ; becaufe there is no People, however weak, whoie 
Refentment is not in fome degree or other regarded, even 
by Powers vallly fuperior tothemfelves. But it would feem 
that we are reduced to fo defpicable a Situation, that, tho* 
we are in a Condition to do ourselves Juftlce, and tho' we 
may be at an immenfe Expence in putting oar (elves in that 
Condition, yet our Enemies know fo well that we dare not 
icake ufe of our Power, that they defpife and infuh us for 
making fuch vain Preparations. This is a veiyfinguW, and 
I believe an unparallellcd Cafe. 

< But this Behaviour of Spain may be attrihutttJ to another 
Cailfej it may proceed from our Mini dry being fo earoet 
to obtain fome Treaty or other, that rather than want one, 
they were willing to take up with the very worit that could 
bo (jflcred ; that when the Parliament met, they might hy 
fomcthing had beendoneJaConfe^uence of the vat Expend^ 

we 
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been at. Bat Sir^ it is Impoifible for m to i 
Thing certainly of this AfFair without agreeing to tlie 
Motion, which 1 heartily give my Voice for/ 
Sir William Yongc, 
Sir, 

I wifh with all my Heart that Gentlemen would con- ^if WiiUam Tmte- 
ne themfelvea to the Subje^ of the Debate : I am fure 
\oald fave a great deal of Time and Trouble to 
ifelves and others. We have been told, Sir, that 
tie Keafon why we ought to agree to this Mod on, is be- 
aufc wffdid not bring the Court of Spain to agree lo a 
efinitive inftead of a preliminary Treaty ; tho' Gentlemen 
avc not been fo kind as to give the Houfe any Reafons why 
bis Preliminary may not anfwcr all the Ends we could have 
ropofed by a definitive Treaty, 

But we ^ire told that the Refolutions we came to laft 
e0ion ooght to have directed our Minifters in infifting upon 
In definitive Treaty ^ or they ought not to have treated at all. 
[This Sir, I can by no Means agree to. We did not meaji 
Yhy tbefc Refolutions, to tie the Miniilry down to enter into 
lin immediate War? they were intended, as the honourable 
] Gentleman wellobferves, to ferve ss a Di red ion to the Mi- 
miAry in the facceeding Par: of their Negociatiom But how 
I does it appear to him, that they they have not ? We have, 
I h,ys he, got a preliminary Treaty inftead of a definitive 
[ one^ Give me Leave to ask that Gentleman, Sir, if there 
I ivas any Thing in thefe Refolmions that ty*d our Minillry*B 
Hands from making a preliminary Treaty tiU fuch Time aj 
a definitive one could be drawn up ? If there is not, where- 
in are our MinlRers to blame, if they have concluded a preli- 
minary Treaty, in which a ftrift Regard has been had to 
I the Refoktions of Parliament ? If the Situation of Affairs 
betwixt Spain and us abiblutely required that we itiould ac- 
cept of this preliminary Treaty, can the honourable Gen- 
tleman pretend, that the Ends for which we came to the Re- 
^lutions he has mentioned, have not been anfwered ? But, 
iays the honourable Gentleman, why was this a preliminary 
Treaty J and not a definitive one f Did we not furnifli Money 
enough B Have we not fitted out Fleets ttrong enough to ob- 
lige Spain to accept of our own Terms ? I think. Sir, 
that this Obje^ion admits of a very plain Anfwer, The 
Resolutions of a Houfe of Parliament and its Proceedings, 
arc founded on the Interefts of the Nation, as they appear 
from her Lawsj her Ck>nftitution, and her Treaties with 
other Powers: But MiniHers, Sir, have a harder Task; 
they are tied down to the Refojutions of Parliament, and at 
the fame Time they are obliged to confider how far the In- 
tcreil of their Prince may be aiFetted by other Circuoiilances, 

which 
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pcad on btnewpt wltidb tfacf iirte 

c»Ji lufve DO NaCipa o^ and to wiyd 

yielded m arder to ^n & givm deal tm 

woiM be tiie moil Mwd Thke^ ia &e WsU 

F«4ih wiili our MbtHen Ibr aaj liei&Ee Ai^ 

into, unleli we are abfoloiely fme ^at ili^ iac 

Diflicuhic^ I hive mentioned tomcaaaa^m^ 

virifi: for this Rcafon that otir Conftilgliaa k^ 

Crown witli the Vtetognnve of na^i^ Pevae c : 

OMifv it never can be prefunned ihat we, wfeair — _ 

an I Hand, who can k^ow nothing bat ftim He«^v 

IMiber^yuonf aft fo {low, and wbofe pidilkk CacpMty i 

minci at a certain Period, can be tboTong^ilf 

rvery Particular thai may make more vigoroos ora 

fuf McitCurei oecdlary^ Bat« Sir^ fhould diis Hos& ahrxit 

;iflUme CO irfdf^ without having regard to anj of lixfe Gb^ 

fideratJtm^, a Power of cenfuring the Meafnres of tiK 1 

ilry, for not afting HtlBly up to what they 

have been proper; fliotild we on all Occaiionv pfdcdle 

Rdei to the Miniflry in what Manner their NegpciafioKJft 

to bcf carried on^ and on what Terms they are to tafil; I 

think it would be very hard to point out wherein the Frcto* 

gstive of the Crown in making Peace or War comics, 

■ J hope. Sir, X Ihall not be jniilaken« as if I meant that 
wc are never to oifer our Advice to his Majelly, ajid that we 
are to wink at every Thing the Miniilry lliall do, I think 
the Crcatneta of a King of Britain depends on his always 
afting in Coficiirrence with Pari lament j and that the Safc^ 
ty of thifl Nation confills in our having at always in odt 
Power to cenfure the Conduct of wicked MiniHers^ Bat at 
the fame Time, Sir, we are not to prefer Ibe the Miinner in 
which his Majcily is to aO, nor, under the Pretence of calling 
wicked Minillers to account, are we to perfecute or opprete 
^ood onea» But, it^ys the honourable Gentleman, if out 
Minifters hnd real Difticul tics to llruggle with, if they met 
with unreafonable Oppofition, why ought this to be con> 
ccalcd from Parliament? This Houfe can make Allowances 
for that ; we will even applaud them, if they have dexteroully 
furmounted thofe OblUclus; and therefore tlicie Papen 
ought to be laid before us, that we niay know the true State 
of the whole Affair. Sir, I am of Opinion, that before there 
is Qccailgn to call for any Papers whatfocvcr relating to thk 
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r lift 'iHiinTT inrfm" n rhr ^Tnrffifx.iA-fr tt rlr FrpnlrBry 

TcalliDglbr asj^Fipeis ^call? If <»^ odherHw^ k 

] be foood a ddbtt^Bvc Mtdiirei «e «re at Libcrtf m 

i IS wc ihaH diUc ofcdicM; anikk A^dtr will iMt- 

I caniict fac^ fl bfe rwiB^ Si^ cbtt ind the Gomcnin 

i3ddiiilmv»iradof api^niDaiy Tkctt^Ti tbe botooft^ 
; Gctitlem^B, a^&fding m hh own Wij of ugtiin^ 

Duld hai'e fa^ DO Pretence fcir agreeing to tile prefeoc 
cloQ. Had it been a cle£nititre Treaty, the Quieflioo 

en, it feems, wouM kiTe been upon die Merid of die 
aty kfclf; bat aa k is a preliminajy one, tl^Qoefiioii 
15 no£ aboac die Merits of die Tioty, bat upon dkolb 
Steps tlizt were taken pTevioos to it. I am not inclined to 
anticipate tbe Debate opon the Convention, by pointiag out 
the fmall Bi^rence that is betwixt it and a de£nidve Tacaty ; 
Give me L^re to hjj Sir, that the Foandation that b- there- 
in laid for a definitive Treaty, is eodidy agreeable to die 
Refolotions of this Houfe ; and I dare irentnie to fay^ that 
when it fliall come to be confidened. Gentlemen will think 
k the beil Meafure chat codd have been purfued in our 
prefect Circutnilances. 

* Biit, fays the honourable Gendeniant why may we not 
appoint a Cbmmittee of Secrecy for perufing che Papers to 
be addreiTed for, who HiaJl make fuch Extrada from chcm as 
are proper for the Inform a don of this Houfe ? I am very 
fir. Sir, from queftioning the Honour of any Gendcm;m 
who may be of tuch a Committee, or from thinking thai 
they could be capable of making any bad Ufe of thefe 
Papers : But I am humbly of Opinion, ihat fuch an Expe- 
dient would be far from anlvvering the Ends pro po fed, A 
Committee of Secrecy might indeed fatisfy ihcmfelvcs j bw 
I cannot'fee how any Information from them c:in he f^idsfiic* 
tory to the reft of the Houfe. The honourable Gentle- 
man bimfelf f^ys, that he can forma right Judgment of ihB 
Convention no other Way than by feeing and pcruling thefe 
Papers ; but, Sir, if he himfelf were not of that Coinmictcc, 
he mail be iatisfied with the Report of the Committee, 
fo that he can have it only at fecond hand. BefiJcn, there 
mvLV be fuch a Connexion betwixt thofc Mutters th:it Mi', im- 
proper to be communicated to the Houfe, and thofe that aro 
eiiiry for our Information, that the Extracti nuilt be 

aanglcd, incoherent, and unintelligible. For my Part^ if an 

' it;iir happened where it vvas abiblutcly ncceflliry that Pfi- 
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m ^O cchmitfa either ooe Waj or 

lar ikv flMi^ I dunk i^t tf weg&v« 

m jm SfBlii qn dnOocafioii, it may 

Mckoar Tiaie was rdaed bff tiie Priraleen 
of i^at NaiSaa is Ar bi Wjy» wffl gire lib Vokc agunft 
tkk Niliaw bnv ag|W ixpofed to the like Calamities if 
we can coafiSeii^ u>d indl oar own Honour ivoid it. 

' Tbe boQPiBSiUe Gcntlanan, Sir^ took up my worthf 
Frieod who £l! oear me, fbr laying " ciiat we eDJoy many 
Braocbesof ocirQimiQefce unriv^rd^ajKi UQComplained of by 
OttT Ndghbonrs*" Sir, I can'r help being of this Opinieo, 
efpeciaiJy when I conEdcr the kte vail Jncreafe of oar Ship* 
ping, and Extet^rioii of o«r Trade. Thefe cwo Particabrs, 
Sifj are undeoJable^ and muf( be CTidenc lo any Man, who 
lias liv'd along enough to be able to compare tJie Figure 
which the Trading Part of the Nation made 30 or 40 Yean 
ago with what it does now. Any Gentleman, Sir, who 
can do that, jnaft be convinced that k would be the Height 
of Folly in us to endanger thefe Advantages by a precip*' 
tate ill-limed Breach with any of our Neighbours. 

* The honourable Gentleman allows tlmt the Spanilh 
Weft-Indbn Trade, fo far I prefume, as we are concerned 
in it, ought to be touch'd npon with a \^ery delicate Hand j 
yet at the fame Time he feema to be of Opinion, that we 
ought, upon til is Occafion^ to inquire into the Abtifes that 
may have been introduced by other Nations into that Trade. 
I think. Sir, It would be going quite out of our Koad if 
we fhould make the leail Enquiry of that Kind. I believet 
Sir, the great Abufea committed by our Merchants in the 
Spanifh Weil- Indies are riot unknown to many Gentlemea 
in this Houfe ; .ind that the vail Circulation of our own 
Specie in our Colonics in America, that the vaft Plenty of 
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Doubt that his Majefly will have very good Reafon fort#5 
our Prixeeding in this Manner amifs ? 

* It is true, Sir, that after the Treaty of Seville was «^ 
duded, the Papers retating to that Treaty wene laid bcfiw 
this Hoafe ; but I am far from thinking that that Treaty w« 
but a preliminary one. The Stipulations contained in it 
appeal to be fall, expref?, and definitive. Some PoinLs in; 
deed, were left to be adjufted by Com mi (Tan es, but the» 
were far from being the material Points of Difference !«• 
twixt us and Spain at that Time. They related not tofls- 
tlonal, but private Property 1 tiiercfore tbat Treaty m 
never be brought in as a Parallel with the Convention , is'Kki 
fo far a* it relates to private Property, is definitive ; tW fe 
far as it relates lo national Property, it is preliminary, Ki» 
Majetty, who is the Guiirdian of our national Property, hi 
thought fit to refer the Pomts relating to our Commerce toi 
future Negociation ; and ihall we fo far exprefs our Diftnift 
of hi& royal Intention?, as, in a Manner^ to take the Ntgo- 
ciations out of his Hands ? Shall we fet a Precedent whkl 
in future Times may be fo far a bu fed as to deprive kit 
SuccefTors of the faireft Jewel of their Prerogative, ihnd 
making Peace or War, independent of any other Braiidi d 
the Legi flat are ? 

* The honourable Gentleman, who fpokc lail, tM tint 
we never yet had been wanting in our Returns of Gritindt 
to his Majefty for the Regard he has exprelTed towai^ «• 
I hope, Sir, we never fliall be wanting in fuch Rettmn; »f 
we are, we fhall be wanting to ourfelves ; but onlefs it an ht 
proved to the Houfe, either that the Papers, now nmvtd to 
to he addrefled for, do not relate to a Negociation ftill in Jk- 
pendance, or that it has been ufual for ihls Houfe, 
addreis for Papers relating to fuch a Negociation, I mtift 
of Opinion, that his Majeily will have Reafoti not to thii 
jt a grateful Return, ftiould we agree to the prefent MoU( 
but to look upon it as a Mark of our diflrufting not only 
Miniftry's but his own Intentions, 

* If we have firengthened his Majcfty's Handle Siri it « 
only in order to fee u re our own Property | if we hivi 
been at any extraordinary Expence, it Is in order to (t^ ~ 
a much greater Expence to the Nation, Mzd this II 
always a^ed in the fame Manner, had the Parliamcai 
ways given the Prince, when they had no Reafoo 
think he would makeabadUfe of it, fuffident P< 
make our Enemies hearken to Reafon* the great Wi 
Blood and Treafurc expended in the late War migll 
been pre vented. To what w^as the bad Succefs of 
Meafures of King William attributed, but to tl-c iinrrAi 
fcabufy which a Party enlcrtaiaed of his and hb Mi 
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IhtendoBs ? If he fet a Negociation on Foat, if he entered ^^^^ '* ^o- "« 
into Meafur€5 that tended vifibly to advance the common lute- t Jli Ji. 
reft, he iramedktely met with Oppofidon, the Meafures were 
divulged to the Enemy, and himfelf difabled from reaping 
Advantage from the heft and molt pnblick-fpiriced Schemes 
that ever were laid down. And fhall we, Sir^ at a Juncture, 
which requires the moil prudent Conduct of our Govern- 
ment^ to oppofe perhaps a more formidable Power than 
he had to grapple with, fall into the Time Errors that ren- 
dered all his Endeavours inefFedtual f He had only to do 
flrith France ; fhe was weaker then than ihe is now, and he 
was llrengthened with Alliances which it h impradicable for 
us now to form* If this. Sir, 15 rightly confidered by Gen- 
tlemen, as I hope it will be, they will find that thePowera 
with which we have cloathed his Majelly and his Minillrv, 
are fo far from being extraordinary, that they are very mo- 
derate, and that if we have any Thing to repent of, it is 
our not extending them farther. 

• I fh all now. Sir, beg Leave to add one or two Reafons to 
thofe of my honourable Friend who fpoke againft the Motion. 
The Dangers which thia Nation has to apprehend in her 
prefent Situation, are not entirely from abroad. Thefe 
Danger^ tho^ they are indeed formidable, would be but in- 
confiderable, were not our Enemies abroad fupported by a 
turbulent, difaffeded Faftion at Home. A Government, 
in fuch a Situation as our Government is now in, would be 
juftified by Pofterity, if they made fome Stretches of Power 
not ftridtly agreeable to Law ^ fmce their Enemies commit fo 
many Abufes of Liberty ^ which are fo abfolutely deftruft: ve 
of all Subordination and Duty* But notwithJlanding the 
Di^culties this Government has to encounter, the Mini ft ry 
may appeal to their moll inveterate Enemies, if they have 
ever yet made any fuch Stretch, if ihcy have ever yet talcen 
any Meafures that are not llri(9:iy agreeable to the Spirit of 
the Conltitution. 

* This is what I believe no former Minlftry, under the 
like Difcouragements, could boall of But, Sir, I think, in 
the mean Time, that his MajeHy^s Minillers would be very 
much tt'anting in their Duty, both to iheir Prince and Coun- 
try, if they Ihould not oppofe every Step that may give theit 
Enemies an Advantage to their Prejudice, The Animofities 
in this Nation are now raifed to lb great a [height, tliat a 
certain Faction amongit us will join with any Enemies, pro- 
vidcd they could gratify thereby their unjuft and invincible 
Hatred towards his Majefty's Miniflers. I am apt to be* 
lieve, that the Fallon amoug ourfelves would be the firft to 
cry out againft us for laying all the Secrets of a depending 
^egociatioB open to our foreign Enemies, when at the famp 
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Time they perhapl are concerting Schemes, Imm the Dif- 
covery they thereby make, for the DeftrufUon of their Coim* 
try. This is no new Game of ihat FiL^Uon ; wc have knowit 
them before this railiDg at a Mtniftry for giving Advantages 
to their toreign Enemies^ whik in che mean Time they wwe 
en te ring into Plots and Confpiracies with thac ven* Encmfj 
in order to improve thefe AdvanDges* For thefe ReaXons^ 
Sir J I am againii the Motion. 
Mr. Sandys, 
Sir, 

* As hb Majcily, in his Speech from the Throne, ac- 
quainted us, that the Treaty or Con vent icm lately concluded 
with Spam, wotild be laid before us in this Seffion of Parlia- 
ment ; and as wc muft pre fume, that when it ii laid before lu 
and taken into Confideration, fome Sort of Propoiition or 
Motion will be made, cither for approving or disapproving 
of tiiat Treaty ; we ought therefore to have every Thing laid 
before us that may any Way relate to it, or to the Jong Ne- 
gociation that was carried on for bringing it about. When I 
lay fo. Sir, I do not mean that we are either to approve or 
difapproveof any Thing that has been done by his Majefty, 
In all fuch Cafes we are to look upon what has been done, as 
done by his Majelly*5 Minifters, and their Doings wc 
jnay cenfure, we may condemu, we have often too good 
Reafon to condemn. What may be the Fate of this Con- 
vention, or what Fate it may defer vc to meet with in thii 
Houfe^ I ihall not now pretend to determine ; but that we 
may neither jaftify nor condemn, applaud nor cenfure, with- 
out a good Reafon, I think it is abfolutely neceflkry for us to 
know how Matters {land, at prefcnC, between us and Spain t 
What are the chief Caufes of the Difputes that have fo lonj 
fubfifted between the two Nations: And what Mcafures have 
been taken for clearing up, or patting an End to tho& 
Difputes. 

* I am furprixed any Gentleman can think, that 
we can kiiow any Thing of the Convention that is to 
be laid before us, or of the Negociatlon that has been 
carried on for bringing it about, without feeing the MemO' 
rials and Reprefenracions that have been made to the Kingllf 
Spain, or his Miiiiflers, relating to the Spanifh DeprcdationSi 
I liope, that on our Part at lea ft, there are no Secrets between 
ourMiniilers and the Court of Spain, but what may be dj- 
vujgtfd 10 this Houfe, or even to the whole Nation ; 1 hope 
the Memorials and Repre fen tat ions drawn up and fent to 
Spain by our Miniflers, contiin nothing but a plain Repre* 
fen tuition of our Rights, and of the Injuries we have fuf- 
fcred, and an honelt, tho' preremptory Demand of Satift- 
Ikdion, Pi.cparation, and Security. If this be die CA 
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Ipng them before tbis Houfe on be attended with do bad mm aom^^ 
ConCequence : It can no way ificerriipt the CouHc of €Mir *7i»-i9 
Ksgociations, nor can it bring a vxafure upon anj^ Man tEae 
fvas concerned in drawing tbem op. ft" I had moved for the 
Hemorials, ReprefentationSj or Anfwers, that liad been de- 
livered to his Majeily, or any of hh Minillers^ in ihe Namc^ 
and by tlie Qrder of die King of Spain^ k migbt perhaps 
bave been iaid^ that laying Inch Papers before this Houfe 
would interrupt the Courfe, aiid might prevent the Effed of 
pur peaceable Negocbtion* ; b«anie the Coari of Spain 
might from thence draw Pretence, for refiifing to correfpond 
or treat any longer with thofe, who could conceal nothing 
that was wrote orfaid to them. Tho* lamof Opinion^ that 
tte ought, upon this Occafion, to iee even thefe Memo rials, 
Keprelen tat ions, or Anfwers, yet I purpofcly avoided in- 
cluding them in my Motion, that there might be no Pretence 
for making liu Obje<9"ion agaJnft it. 

* Ic is not fo much as pretended, Sir^ that the T*^ty or 
Convention to be laid before us i& a definitive Treaty. His 
Majefty, in his Speech from the Throne, has told uj, that 
it is not a definitive Treaty : He has told izs, th^it thofe 
Grievances and Abufes, which have hit hen o interrupied our 
Commerce and Navigation in the American Scas^ and all 
other Difputes between the two Nations, except that of 
Reparation to our Fellow-Snojeds for their Lofies, remaisi 
ye£ to be regulated and fe;tled by Plenipotentiancs. I wiih 
the only Article that is fettled, m^y not appear to have been 
fettled to our Difadvantage. But this is not the only Thing 
vve are to enquire intOj when we come to examine this 
Convention* If the Court of Spain appeared to be in an 
Hiiinour to give us full Sadsfaftion, with refped: to all the 
other Matters which they have been allowed oflate Years ta 
dlfputc with U£, our agreeing to fuch a preliminary Con 
vention, and even our yielding a little with refpcd to the 
Article that is fetded, may perhaps be julUfted : But if, oti 
U^t contrary, the Court of Spain appeared to be in no Hu- 
mour to give U3 a proper Satisfaaion, with refped to any 
one of the Matters now in Difpi:ite between us, con fide ring 
tJie Danger ounTrade and Navigation lies expo fed to by the 
unjuil, and hitherto uqiieard -of Claim they have fet up of 
frarching our Ships in the open Seas, it was ridiculous in ua 
to B^ree Co any PreliminLiries, without having that Point firft 
feuit:d tooLir Satisfa£lion, and llill more ridiculous to accept 
of any partial Reparation for the LoiTes our Merchants ajij 
Seamen have already fnflained by their Depredations. 
Therefore, when we come to examine into this Convention, 
the cliief Point that will come under our Confideration mult 
be, to know what Humour the Court of Spain feems to be 
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iBAy tkiilt 

toixkidbe^ 

tk«r ve CH^E obIj ts 

a poiiDe AJdrc£ in tbe 

tie WifilM of hk Msjefty^ Mea 

I noA tiink, lik Majeily 
fafc TU^ Be vcuK, 1 am faie, 
tf Kad kr but "^*'"*^ it tlioroughly, 
die whole Afiair to the 
glir Smnaarkoiiei ittd Gncerc Opmion* 
Tkiik I am uMwrnuBd, u wbat Im Migefty meaos by order' 
n^ dK CoowaitiOB to be bid bcinie m ; and this we can* 
SIX oDtuply «ieh> till at kaft die Fapen now moved for be 
Uid be^re as ; dicrefer? in Diitj to his Majcftj, as weU as 
out of Regard to our own HoDOor, wtoagkt to agree to the 

Sir Robert Walpole, 

Sir, 
' I bclkvt no Gcntlemati who has the Honour to be i 
Member of thisHoufe fappofes, that we are not lo examjne into 
the Nature of the Convention lately conclcided with Spain | 
or that his MajeRy intends we fhould not. I am fure I do 
not fuppofe any fuch Thing : On the contrary, I hope, that 
when it is kid before us, we Ihall not ooly examine tho- 
roughly every Article of it, but aifo that we (hall examine 
into the prefent Circumft:inces of Affairs both at heme and 
abroad , which we muft do, before we can form a right 
Judgment of the Convention his Majefty has agreed to. 
Wljen the feveral Articles are particularly examined, and 
all Crrcum (lances duly confidered, we ought then to give 
our moft fincere Opinion and Advice to his Majefty j and^ 
from the View I have of our prefent Circumilances, and 
what 1 have heard or know of that Convention, I believe 
the Opinion of tlw Koufe w'^I be, that the concluding and 
ratifying the Cpuvention was one of tlie wife ft Meafurcs his 
IWiijcfty could take; and our Ad vice j I doubt not, will be^ 
that his Mrycfty ihowld proceed upon the Foundation laid by 
chat Convention, and endeavour, by peaceable Methods to 

put 



definitive Tjneatjr, to al 
now fuMJling between the two Nations. 
I fhall grant, Str, that in order to examine tboroughly in- 
the Nature of the G)nrention^ and into the Circoiu fiances 
if our Affairs both at home and abroad, it will be neceflkry 
fcr us to have a great many Papers laid before m^ But in 
lling or add re fling for Papers of any Kind, we ought at 
ill Times to be extremely cautious, efpecialJy in calling for 
Papers relating to any Tranfadlion which is not then finally 
concluded. The Gentlemen who have already fpoke againft 
this Motion, have fa Id fo much with regard to the Danger 
ind Inexpediency of it at this Time^ that I have nothing to 
idd on that Head. Only^ Sir, I beg Leave to advance one 
!tieral Obfetvation upon what they have fa id, and that is, 
it when we find ourfelves obliged to take an Affair into 
ir CbnJi deration, before it is brought to a final Concluiion^ 
1 do not ihink it would be bad Policy in this Houfe, to lay 
down as an eflabUfbed Maxim, never to addrefs for any 
Papers upon fuch Occafions, but to leave it entirely to his 
^ Tajefty, to order fuch Papers to be laid before us, as he 
aight chink neceilary for giving us a proper Light into 
"e i\ffairj and fuch as be knew might be lafely commu- 
icated. 
' To apply what I have fa id to th« Cafe now before us ;■ 
muH be allowed » Sir, that the Convention lately con- 
cluded with Spain » relates CO an Affair not yet finally ended, 
Tt relates to an Affair now under Negotiation between the 
[two Courts ; for, 1 fhall readily agree, that the Articles of 
Convention can at bell be called but a Sore of prelim i- 
ry Articles, which are to be further explained and per- 
k&jtd by a definitive Treaty j and if a fiti^fadory Treaty 
loay be obtained by peaceable Means, and in Confequence 
of thefe preliminary Articles, which no Man can fay is Im* 
ffible, it would be wrong in us to do any Thing, or to 
call for any Paper, which by being made ptiblick, might 
di {appoint fo good an Effe^tn Now, as this Convention 
w^as, as every preliminary Agreement muft be, preceded by 
St Negotiation, fome Things msy have pafied during that 
legociation, which the Court of Spain would not defile to 
made pub! ick, and would even look on it as a high Af- 
front, in cafe they Ihould be made publick. We know how 
jealous Princes are even of what is called the Punctilio of 
Honour i and therefore we muft know, that it is always 
dangerous to publiih the Tran fusions of a Negotiation till 
&ime Time after it has been concluded* While fuch Tranf- 
a^ions remain fccret, many Things may be faid and done 
by both Parties without much Notice, which either Party 
^■ould think himfelf in Honour obliged to re Pent in tire 
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! tot^ K^ig of Sfsin, or ^^ 
Wm the MifllorMfc iil ByefeaotiM tkachstcbecB mide 

if Micd^wftoleSalii^aKev efliofcvc hM« reoemd. 

« Wlt^tf^^wc then cods ID fack^Czle^ Sir ^ We cin 
HDldeii^ a fuU 2cid perfeid Emmkdg<£ of all fodi Aff^m 
Wr ibqH cDRiem oorfekes widi fm^ ^ Koowkdge as nuif 
W6&K]r flomUDokiled lo ds^ wJd^cai ij^unng the publkk 
4Ciif»<lf ihe N»tioii : And we mmft lexrc h to his MsjeJl^ 
fi> j«dgr« ifrhat maf be lafe>y conunumcimi. We may de- 
prnd ii|xm kit Good&eG, aiMl the Regard he has for hb 
Pirlbmcntf ri^c he will, upon chb Oc^^on, communicate 
10 bt crery Faper, and every TranfeSion relating to tfac 
SpanilH Depred^tLofis, that can be fafcly communical 
f d : Btit liis Wifdom, and the Reg;y*d he hm for the 

Hot! our 
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Daterdl of kts £icig«li>iEiSf mufi preveir hh 

s Iklbly made piiykk ; aud ive ong^t act, bf an tmSraJbo- 

Addrcis, CO imiie a Cooefi i^ his ltjDy%] BudH, between 

I Gxidods and WiBoin, or between the Jlega^rd lie ius 

hh FsiVameut^ n^ ibe Eegajd be li4s ibr die Hosioor 

i Ii^fercft of hb EIngdbciii. 

' The Rdbliitiosas we luTe idieadf cxrme 10^ I did mo/t^ h 
1 cxue^ oppoie; bock was hoc. Sir, b^cauie I rutireTf 3|»- 
' pTOFcd of cbera. It wa£. bccaoie I did bdt f^ ^ny Thing in 
(hem, bac whathii Mjijefty^ 1 thought, might comply wiihz 
r did noC appirchcEid that b^ anf of £hem, there were F^pefl 
caOed for ch^ might noc be ^My made publick : ByC wick 
regard to che hA KefolmioQ the honourable Gej^dcmaa 
has been pleaiM to propou', the Caie is very di^crenL At 
fifft View of it, I fee, ckac £ba« are Papei^ called 
for* which it m^y tx>t be £i& to make pi^lick : Some of 
rbofe Papers, I think, may profasLbly be foch, ^ would dif- 
clofe the Secrets of our Goverumemc^ or iuirrrup^ if i>oc pac 
I a full Stop to, the Couric of our Negotiations ; Therefore [ 
[ tno^ look upon the Addreifes propciJcd by that Rdblutioa^ 
I to be of fiich a Nature, that theic h the highcil Probability 
I of bis Majeftf 's n^ being able to comply with thei^ ; and 
^ whtlA I have the Honour to have a Sea,c in this Hoofe, I 
(haUaltvays be rcady^ to give my TeiliiBocty agatnS: our re- 
viving to deJire any Thiog of his Ma jelly by an Addreik^ 
nrhich I ihiok he cannot^ conEilently with the Honour c^ 
his Crown, or the Imerrii of his Kingdoms, fuDy comply 
I with. 

From what f have iaid. Sir, I hope every Gcatleman 

1 ft'ill fce, that there is a great Difference betw^een the Ad* 

dreiles we have agreed to, and the Addrefs now propo^d* 

I By the fornier we dedre nothing of his Majelly , at leail (o 

lar as we can com prebend , but what he tnay comply with^ 

I without divulging the Secrets of his Government, and run*^ 

jJing the Risk of deteating thofe Ntgotlatbns he is carrying 

otit ^o^ fecuring the Trade and N^ivigiiion of hit Kiit^oau. 

By the latter we are to defire of his Majeily, whiu I think 

I have fhewn he cannot, in all pjobr^bility^ fafely comply 

with. This is tlie proper DiftinAion between the Addntfle^ 

we have agreed to, and the Addrefs now propofed ; and 

every Gentleman that makes ihh DiftinCiion, may crifily 

fee a good Rcafon forhis giving a Negative to the kttcr» 

©ocwithllanding hi* having given his AUent to the forsicr | 

for all thofe who think there is any Thing defired by tli« 

Addreis new propofed, which his Mnjefty cannot fafcly coni- 

' ply With, mullj I think, in Duly to their Sovereign » give 

their Negative 10 the QueiHoii* 

VoL.V. Ccc ^\ 
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* I (halt conclude witH obfenring. Sir, that ^J 
highly unpriidcnt io us at prefent, to prefcnt 
that h\& Majefty cotild not folly comply wkh ; iv 
Courts, and particislarly the Court of Spain, 1^ 
formed, that the Parliament had begun to prefer: 
whkh the King could not comply with : If they i"-- 
that his Myjffty had, in the leiifl Article, xtfMto^ 
with the Requcil of his Parlbment, they would i-" 
begin to prefumej that a Breach was to enfue be. 
and Parliament : They would then begin to bci^ 
there k fome Truth in what they have fo ^^^^-n^ 
hy the Libeb fpread about this Kingdom ; that ^^^ J^ 
of this Kingdom are a divided People; that ^^"^^^ 
affci^ed to their Sovereign ; and that the Parli^^^ ' 
now begun to do, what they have often done, vi^ sJ^^i 
they will always do, when there b a jult Occaft<>**^^ 
am fure is far from being the Cafe at prefent : f .^ 
the Parliament had begun to efpoufe the Caufe ^^^'* 
again ft the King and his Minillers, This f^^ 
Sir, would make not only the Court of SpajR,^=^]^^ 



ith, lefs pUah-^t\^^ 
prefent ; and 



e, it would give the other Courca of Europe 
tible Opinion of us, as would of Courfc pnT*^ 
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Court we have any Difference 

unreafonable than they are at 

Time, 

tempt] 

joining in any Alliance with us ; by which Meam, ^"' 

render it not only impraflicable to obtain Satisfy 

the Court of Spain by lair Means, but impoffibic ^^ -^ 

it by Force of Arms ; and as this would be one o*^ .^c 

unfortunate Situations this Nation could be reduced^ "^ 

fure tvcTy Gentleman that has a Regard for his nat* ^ 

try, and views the QuelHon now before us in ^^ ^ 

will join with me in putting the Negative upon it.* 

Mr, Pulteney. 
Sir, 

* I wilh his Majefty's Name were not fo much ms»^ ^ 
in this Houfe, as it ufually is, Some Gentlenieti it^'^i 
fed talking in Jiis Maj city's Name of every publick ♦ \j^ 
that hapjifcns to be mentioned in this Houfe, tho' ihe'^^^^ 
that when we enquire into any publick Meafure, or 
Management of any publick Tranfaftion, we en^i 
it, and we pafs our Judgment upon it, as a Thing do* 
by his Majelly, but by his Minifters, Therefore, 
they would alter a little their Manner of ialkiog« I 
flead of the Word MajeAy, make ufe of the W-^'^^ 
ftcrs, or if they pleafe, Minitlen If they ih. 
for Example, in the prefent Cale, that we o^i-uL l. 
defife any Thing of the Miniller, which we thJtSc he 
faicly comply wjth ; it w^ould be a more proper 
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Pkpreffingthemfcira, andmoi^ couformabte ro the Roles of 
Proceeding in Parliament, than to fa)% tha:t we ought ncrer 
to defire any Thing of his M.ijeily, which we chink he can- 
not fafely comply with ; and I muft leave it to Gentlemen 
to confidcr, what Sort of a parliamcnt;ir}' Msxim it would 
be, to reib^TTc, that when we find ourfelvcs obliged, when 
tJie unfominate Slate of the Nation is in makes it necefCiry 
Sot lis, to take an A^r into Confideration before it is finally 
ooociuded, we ought never to call for any Pafers upon fuch 
an OccalJon, but to leave it entirely to the Miniiler, to lay, 
or order fuch Papers to be laid before U5, as he knew he 
might fafely communicate to thofc whole Bufinefs it is lo eo- 
quire into his Conduct This, I confef?, would be a. MaJom 
extremely convenient for Mini Hers, and therefore I am not 
at all furprized to hear it come from the Corner from whence 
it does. 

* But, Sir, to be ferious upon the Subjedl now before us i 
for confidering ihe unfortunate Situation the -AJFairs not onfy 
of this Nation, but of Europe, are inat prefenc, ici&aSub- 
]e€i of as ferions a Nature, as ever came before a Britilh Par* 
liaxiienc : I muft obferve, that when this Houfe refolves to 
take any particular and extraordinary Affair into Confidera- 
tion, it is impoffible for hts Majefty to know what Papery, 
or other Things may be neceiTary for giving ui a proper 
Ligkt into the Affair His Miniiler s may perhaps know, 
btit in former Age?, Miniilers have been known to conceal 
induftrionfly from their Sovereign, many Things they knew ; 
and fuch as they ought in Duty to have acquainted him with s 
and therefore our Parliament& never trulted to the King^a 
Mifiillers for giving him Information in this Particalar. 
They confjdered them felves the Affair which was to come 
before them ; they conlidered what Piipers, or other Things, 
woald be neceflary tor giving them a proper Light ; and if 
thofe Papers were fuch as mull be communicated by the 
Crown, they add relied his M^jelly, that he would be plea fed 
to give Dii e£iionp for laying fuch or fuch Papera before them* 
It is therefore from the Add re flea of this Houfe only, that 
his Majelly can know what Pa|iers may be necelTary to be 
laid before us upon any fuch Occafion ; and, when his Ma- 
jeity fees what we addrcfs for, he may then judge, whether the 
Papers called for, or any of them, be fuch as ought not to 
be made pub lick* 

* If the honourable Gentleman's Maxim were to be ad- 
mitted as an eftablifhed Maxim for our Conduct in this 
Houfe, we could never addrefi for Papers relating to any 
publick Affair that had been tranfa£led within the iame Cen- 
tury ; for there is no publick' Affair but what may pro- 
bably have fome Papers belonging to it that ought not to be 
~ C c c s made 
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miuJepublick. At thb Rate, Sir, we muft alwa75 Icff.'f 
entire! jr to his M^jeHy^ that is to f;iy, to hblW 
niHers, ro lay no Papers before us but fach a? 
may be fafely comnrnntcatcd to Parliament ; in whm 
every one muft fee, that we could never erw|iiiit«fl 
Conduct of any MiniUcr, while he continues a F*«e«*' 
the Crown; for no Minilkr will ever tL ink Jt ttie» 
any Paper before Parliamentj that may be a. Foontoft 
or may anyway fupport, an Accuution aginft faur 
an(J# upon this Maxim, he wouTd a I ways have aaE^^"'' 
not laying fuch Papers before P*irliajTitBt, b)^%«^ 
they con urn Secrets relating to fome Affair b Af s* 
which muft not be difcovered till the Afimir is bfOflp 
Concliifior^p 

' This Oiews, Sir, bow ridiculoaa it woult! be t& 
fuch a Maxim, and therefore, I hope we fl^^lUcitii 
follow the aniient Maxim of this Houfe, whicli bi5 
been, to call for all fuch Papers as we thooj^ht ''>^'l 
rributc towards giving ma full and perfect 
Affiir wc wereto enquire into, without n.^ 
or no the Papers we thought ncceflary for tills Pu; 
fuch as might probably contain fome Secrets of 
ai3y of them are of fuch a Nature^ we nuty appoint a 
Committee for examining into them, and reporting 
Pirts of them as are neceffary for our J n formation ; 
till his Majefty has acqiirunted us that fome of ' f ^ ^ 
fuch a Nature, we have no Occaiion for app: 
Committee. This therefore can be no Obje. 
our addreJTing for all or any of the Papei^ now p 
be adtlrefled lor ; but» for niy own Part, I cannot 
as imagme, that there are any important Secret5| I 
fuch as ihe llonotir or I^tereil of the Nation is corwen 
Jret^pingi I fay, I cannot imagine, that there arc any 
in our JateNegotiucioDs with Spain, or in any of oar 
Tranfadions relating to the Spanifh Depredations. 1 
fure they have made no Secret of the Claims they hate 
fet up againfl us, nor ot the Infults they have put 
On the contrary^ they fcem to be fond of pubJift 
that the World may know how eontemptuouny 
uf£^d ui. I do not know but that there msiy be lb 
that ought to be difcovered, Secrets, iti tJie dHc 
which, both the Honour am! Incerelt of the Nai 
deeply concerned ; bat this furcly can be no Arg< 
gaiiiliour calling for Pap^^rs by which fuch a Difcovrry 
be mutic ; and, if any of the Papers now caJJed §at a 
iuppoied to contain Secrets of fuch a Nature^ k k a £fl 
Argument for agreeing to the Motion j for, widiaai h 
zn Addrefs, we can hardly cxpeft to have ti^em kil bdbcC' 
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rdpea 
ao&d be iMfefchlf Hr cte fiaHe m am^ m Mf [ 

the N200S ^ bfCB bnoogkr mm in Biiid^ «$i»te 
oblig^ to ^scspteihA m JAfnniiliir aad^^dfSMgeMS 

IUgh;i I17 Fonir «f Aiak^ we csmoc cEpcft tist ^ofe «te 
brought m ioia te^ Dii:nc4 viH cicr be abk «o idjeve »^ 
Ifajiy Rclid' bcpoffibl^ k wsft cone fim fa tiiMet g 
and j£ b ivH ibe fiift Tbae tbe raliiTiif bK idaeved tfan 
I^atko horn tbe otnot DiJjcIL Itf, in hdk Cdf% «• 
^iift hiTt a liiU Vicwof oar Ai&]B£ vemft set fbew §mlk 
a Complaiiaiicclbr€j«rMiriiler^, ts to &ny ooHHtcs anf 
tiec^r^ry hdommOBm^ fer ^ear of bfiDgieg them iiaio DilK^ 
culties. 

' From wlm t bave faid. Sir, I bcpe It wUI st^pmft thtt 
there is nothing in the Addrej^ now piopoU, but wh^t hit 
MajeJly may comply with, but what he ccrtamly wiU cona* 
ply with. If there be s^Dy of the Papers now prcpoi^d lo 
be oiled for, of fdch a Nature as ooght to be kept extrmie^ 
]y fee ret, his Ma jelly may icll as fo> and we may then ap* 
fiQint a fecret CDinmitree for idfpcfling ihcitij awl report* 
ing fach Pans of them as may be lately conim\mic:*ted, 

Bhis may perhaps be the Cafe, with icgartl to fomeof tbc 
ipers we have already reiblved to addreii ior : There h ai 
great a Probabilky, that this may be the CiTc with ft-gind 
J© fopf of them, as tlicre la of its being the Qifc with le- 










4^0 
"* gard to fame of the Papera now propofed to be add^iiy fr'*fj 
> But If there were not, it would be no Reafon for ^^^^^^fhiff^ 
ling for a Sight of Papers that are abfolutely neceCiry lo fiMsi^ ^d4 
Jfi formation, iri a Cafe that is to come before us» a C^*! 
which both the Honour and Interell, I may fay, ^K'^l 
Being of this Nation, make it neceJTary for us lotxt'^'J^^^ 
formed. ,. ^, 

' In all Parliamentary Enquiries, the Sovereign ^^^ 
Kingdoms can never be led by Motives founded upo'^ ^^J 
uour of hi& Crown, or the Intereli of his Kmgdc7^^ 
ftife his Parliament any Thing they think neceiTafJiJ^ 'j^^ \^ 
Information, withj«fpe£t to the AiFiir they have ' -t. ^^^ 
enquire into: He may be led fo to do, by the ^ _* ^Vj 
bad Mini tiers, who never give him fuch Advice, b^J ^v 
Sake of fcreening themfelves from that national V^^^j^n/^^ 
that is ready to fa! I upon them. But his prefent M^2<?^ ) 
too much Wifdom and Goodnefs to follow any fuch ^X>^iV 
ous Advice t Be knows, th^^t the following fuch Adv^ *.'/^ 
fometimes proved fatal even to the Crown itfelf; ^ -'>^*'i 
never as yet, thmnk God I long prefer ved the guilty *^!7**^ 
imL HisMaJe%"*s Goodnefs will mall Cafes induce ^, A ^ 
give the utmoft Satis faction to his People, and fnom hii^^ 
dom we mull prcftime he knows, that in giving Satisll^ 
to his People, conlifts the Security of his Crown 
Happinefs of hh Kingdoms. ^i 

* Therefore, Sir, what his Majefly may, or may ^^€ 
comply with, is a Quell ion that cannot enter into the piefi^^< 
•Debate. The only Queftion that can enter into thepitfcS*^ 
J>ebate is, what Papers may, or may not be neceflary foroi^^ 
Information, with regard to the Affair that is foon to coc^*^ 
before usj for whatever Papers we may think neceflary tc 0^ 
that Purpofe, hh Nkjcfly will, upon our Reqoell, fignili<H| 




to him in the ufual Manner, cerainly order to be laid I 



' For this Rcafon, Sir^ the only Qneftion now andcrofl^^ 
Con fide ration i?, Whether the Papers now propoied to be ad^*^ 
drr^iTed for, are fuch as are neceflary for giving us 
Ught into the prefent Circumllances of our AiEiira 
regard to Spain, as may enable us to form a right Jud 
of the Convention that is, I hope, foon to be laid tie fore m\ 
And with refpeel to this Queilion, Sir, the honourable Gcd 
tleman who made the Motion, has fully fhewn, Tbit fjl 
Piipers now propofed to be addrcffcd for, are not only i 
fary, but more necefTiry upon the prefent Occafion, i " ' 
Papers we have already refolved to addrefii for. Nay. 
a QHeition that feems not to be difputed, even by thai 
have fpoke againll the Rcfolutions now propofed j foil 
l^ivc grounded the whole of their Rca(oaing apoa a $« 



ficion, that ime of tbe lepers now propoCet! to be iddrdfed ^ 
fbr« may be fuck as ouglit ik>c io be m^de publjck ; a^d a;5 
I bave ib^wB dut tbls can be do Argument againll cmr ad* 
drrffing for then], I am perfuaded every Genclemais who has 
a real Defign that ft^ Ibould examine ihorougkly inco ibe 
;^acure of tbe Convent ion « that Is be laid before us^ or diat 
ive Jhould be able to form any Judgment of tt, witj be as 
ready to give his Ali^nt to the Refolution now propofed^ as 
lie was to give his Aflent to thoie we have already agreed Eo, 

* As there Is nothing. Sir, in the Refoltitioa prt>- 
poled, but what his Majcfly may comply with, as there is 
noth-ing but what he will certainly comply with j therefore, 
from our agreeing to the Refolution^ no foreign Court can 
prefume, that a Breach is like to cnfue bet^vccn his Majelly 
3.nd his Parlimment ; nor ca.n they from thence be induced to 
believe, what the honourable Gentleman fays has been toM 
tbetn by fame Libels lately publifhed in this Kingdom, For 
my Fart, I know of no fuch Libels : I do not know that it 
lias been averted in any Libel lately publilhed^ that the Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom are generally diiaffefl^ to his Majefiy 
attd his Family, lam perfuaded no fuch arrogant Liye has 
been aiTerted in any Libel lately publilhed^ unless it be 
in fomc of thofe lately publiOied in Favour of keeping up 
numerous Armies in Time of Peace. But fuppofc fueh ai 
Lye to have been publiftied in fome fuch a Libel, I do not 
believe that foreign Courts are fach minute Politicians as (a 
build any Hopes upon, or give any Credit to what is afferted 
in iiich villainous Libels. They build upon a better Foun- 
dation, becaufe they generally fend fuch Miniilers here, as 
t^n give them a true Information of the Difpofition of the 
People ; and from them they know, that the People are gene- 
rally wellafFefled towards his Majefty and his Family, how 
ever much they may be diflati^ed with fome of his Majcfly's 
Mini Hers, 

* Tfaisj thank God! Sir, is as yet the Dlfpofidon of our 
People. But if they Ihould long continue under the Infults 
they have met with i if they fbonid be long amufed with 
tedious and fruitlefs NegociacionF, or fham Treaties ; if they 
fhonld 6nd the Parliament fupporting and applauding fuch 
Meafurcs, God knows where they may fiy for Relief They 
jnay then, indeed, become generally diiaffedted, as well as 
dilfiitisficd i and this perh.qps is what fome foreign Courts are 
driving at ; but it is to be hoped they will, by the Wifdom 
atid Integrity of this Houfe, be difappointed in their Aim. 
If they are not, the moll perfe£t Harmony between King and 
Parliament, would add but little Weight to our Negociations 
^t any foreign Court ; for it is upon the Affedioni of the 

~ People 




for the Kingf and again ft his Mmlfl:ers ; for the < 

King and People niuft always be ihe &me; bu| 

and the Giufe of a Miiufter may often be difl 

ibmecime* be in dlr^tt Oppofttiqn. Tliereforc, if i 

ibouy ever happen to be fo unfartunate as to I 

Ad mini ft rat ion generally difl iked by the People^ 

Thing the Parliament coold do, would be to add 

render it necelTiiry for the King, to make a thoroiri 

as to the Perfons employed in the Admin ill rati oj 

Breach as this would be, upon fiich an Occafioj 

Means that could effeftoally rellore the InRueg 

Charader of the Nation, at all foreign Conns i | 

would then expe^ to fee, in this Nation , a j 

Miniiien, and new Meafures- They would eifl 

a Miniilry chofen, and Meafures oancerted, by' 

of a free and independent Parliament, and witJl 

bation of a brave and a free People i and from fij 

llry, and fuch Meafures, this Nation has always | 

Honour, and greit Advantage. j 

* I Ihall conlude. Sir, with fuppofing the w4 

be fuppofed from our agreeing to this Re^lutiQ 

that his Majerty fiioiild be induced by bad Coud 

fo reafonable a Requell in his Parliament. T]i| 

hardly to be fuppofed i but if it ihould un fortune 

to be the Cafe, it would be a full Proof that thi 

bad Counfellors about his Majelty, and this Difcd 

be a great Advantage to the Nation ; for it wod 

come our Buiinefs and our Duty to find out tho& 

fellorSf jind to remove them from hh Maje^d 
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h£!pc k wSl he agreed to." 
a I>rrifii», the QDeflioii pailcd ia the Negath'c 
\ 20, Nces joo. 
fth. Tie Hottjc rec3eiTed the Convention wiih the 
RaiificaiiDGft diefeof . 

The Uottle agreed to tlie Report of Yefler- 
a die Stipplf : Viz* Rcfolvc^ [hit 11,000 
appointed for the Servke of the Year 17^9^ 
h. Ordered an Addnefs 10 his Majeilv to T.iy before 
of federal Memorials^, &c. fince the Treaty of 
iDiichttog the Rights of Great- Brkain or ^ny Iiifac- 
Til^itiA whidi hive not been laid before thetn. 
f. 14, Tlie Houfe having refoJved itfelf into 3 Com- 
of SvppJy, Sir WOiiam Vongc llood iip, and fpoke 
die fbllowiDg £^a. 
Sir, 

* As k is tKc BoiineG of this Committee, not only to pro- 
for tiic Anny, but to determine the Number of Force* 
19 to be kept up for the Service of the enfuing Year, 1 

ak it my Dtity to propofe to you the Number, which I 
acce^ry for that Purpofe. It is at prefent> Sir, fo 
identi that we are in a precarious Situation with regard^to 
Afiairs abroad, ^nd that there 15 flill, to our MisforCunei 
sfiftingamongilus.arelHefs anddifaJFeded Faction at Home^ 
Ltl fhould not think itneceflary to fay any Thing m Favour 
the Motion I am to raake, if great Pains had not of late 
m taken to perfoade People, that there is no Difference 
tween a numerous ftanding Army kept up within the King* 
in Time of Peace, without Confcnt of ParUamenr, 
can never be kept in fuch a M^^nner, out with a 
to deflroy our Liberties, and a proper Number of re- 
ikr Forces kept up, from Year to Year, by Authority of 
irliament, for no other Purpofe but to preferve the Tran. 
lility of the Nation, prote^^ m againft our foreign or do- 
dlick Enemies, and alTill the eivil Magi It rate in the due 
:ecution of the Laws o! the Kingdom, 

* As to the prefcnt Circumilances of our Affiirfi abroad, 
\ particularly wtth rcgarJ to Spain, Mt may be properly 

we' are as yet in a State of War* The Number of 
and Forces we have kept up, and the powerful Squadroni 
have from time to time fit fed out, have, *tis true, pre- 
ted that Ration froip coming to an open Rupture with uk 3 
id have, al laft, compelled rhem to agree to a reafonable 
bnvention for fettling all DiftVrences btti^etn the two Na- 
in an amicable Manner ; but that Convention can be faid 
be no more, than a Preliminary towards a future dcfini- 
Tr«aty of Peace ; The principal DifferenceE between 
Vol.. V. 1> d d the 
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the twoNsitions remain, ts yet^ to be &d|ti{ld hfi^itl 
TtCRty ; and if wc keep ourfclvcs in a proper Pofturtc^^ [ 
fence,! do not doubt but that they will be adjuftd to oiir'SalC" I 
faction ; but it was never yet heard, that either of tk h& I 
engaged in War, began to disband their Armiei, jiil&eail 
Preliminary Articles for a Treaty of Peace vvercigra^* r 
In fuch a Cafe, both Parties rather encreafe than dimL^t"^ 1 
their Forces, in order to convince the other,that iky a^t^J 
to continue or to ceconimence W^^ar^ if the Preliminaries^ 
not, in due Time be carried into ExecutioB ^ by ^^^^"^^^^ 
lid Treaty of Peace. Therefore, if we duly confidcrilit rf**" 1 
Cicumllances of our AiEiirs abroad, we muft ^i^^\ 
keep Hp the<lame K urn her of Land- Forces we ti^^^lj| 

* Then as to our Afl^irs at home. Sir, can ^'^if^ 
tha't the Number of the Difai^aed and Seditious i^* 
it n'cs bft Year ? Can any one fay that they are ^^\v 
or lefs apt to take the firft Opportunity for raifing *^^w1 
and Com motions in their native Country ? Sir, ^^^j^ 
virulent, falfc, and feditioug libels, that axe daiT^^^J^^^il* 
again ft hb Majeily and hh Government, are furf^ .(^^t(> 
liinonies, that the Difaffefted are neither lefe nun*- ^ Qo^ti** 
more Inclined to remam quiet, and fubmit Ui tha ^^ ^fW 
menr, which protc& them in the free Enjoymen^^_.-_i|* ^ 
they poflefs, tha.n they were laft Year. It is aJt"""^^^ ^h 
think, what an infinite Number of infem<ias Libeb ""^fcfffc 
weekly, monthly, and occafionally, printed and ^i^ 
through the whole Kingdom, highly refledting upo^^ . 
jeily, and »ipon every Man he is pleafcd to emplo^*^ am 
duding the publick Affairs of the Nation. When w^^ 
upon ir, we cannot but admire the Lenity of his ^ 
Government, and the Patience and Good-natorc 
CYGTy Man that has any Influence upon his Coiinfcls- ^ 
regard to Printing and Publilhing^ no Man can fiiy, ^^tl! 
DiirifFefted E\nd the Seditious amongft us, bavc of b'*' ' 
kept themfclves within the Bounds of Decency ; h*^^ 
were not for the Number of Land- Forces we keep 1" 
could not expcft that ihey would keep thcmfelves 1 
Bounds of Law. They would openly, and in 
the civil Ma gift rate, tranfgrefs, in the mofl: flagranti 
the known Laws of the Kingdom ; becaufc it wouf 
poflible for any civil Magiftr^ite to put the Lauj^ in Ej 
ggainil them : The Confequence of which would ccrtaiflln 
Anr.rchy and Confufion ; and this would as certainly cfldi* 
DiflPslution of our Conliitution, and an Ellabliflimentof ' 
bitrary Power. Of this we have a recent Earample belt 
the lall Cientury* which ought to be a Warning to us, dw 
leave cwir Government deftitute of thofe Means, whidiii 
Bcceilary for fupporting it againit the Dikfic&od a^ i 
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B well ft3 againll thoCc who are fond of Ciiinges, and of 
6«w-moddIing our CoixftimtioD. Therefore, while there li 
rucb a Fa^ftion amongft as, we ought to keep up fych a Num- 
"her of Land -Forces, from Year to Year, by Authority of 
^af liament, as may be fufHcieot for keep i fig that Fac!:tion, if 
Hot within the Rules of Decency, at kaft within the Bounds 
of Law : As that Fa^ion cannot he fliid to be now Icfs mime- 
I'ou&T or lefe "turbuleni, than ihey were laft Year, we tnuft 
J^folve ro keep up the fame Number of Land- Forces for the 
Year cnfuing. 

* To this, I muil add, Sir, that as a Redu£tion of oar 
Army would increaie the Hop^.oftheDifa fitted and SeditiouSp 
ami confcquently make them more 3pt to raife publick Dif- 
tnrbanceSj or to join with any foreign Power for that Piirpofe, 
it would of Coarfe derogate from the Authorityj and dimi- 
niih the Weight of our Negociations at foreign Courts, and 
would make fuch of them, as had any DiipMtc3 with us, 
more haughty in their Behaviour towards us, and more 
obJlinate in their Demandi; ; for we could txpt^ no 
Hegard or Efteem from our foreign Enemies, if our Govern-p 
meat were in fo weak a GonditioOi as not to be able to keep 
its dona eft ick in Awe. They would inftfl upon high De- 
mgjids, and would make no Compliances, brcatife they 
would cxpefi that our Government would gnint them any 
Tfeii^g* rather than come to an open Rupture ; and becaufe 
tbey would fuppofe that, if contrar)' to their Expeflations, 
ft/e fiiould come to an open Rupture, they would be able to 
prevent us from doing them any Mifchief, by giving our Go- 
vernment enough to do to defend itfelf again it the difaffcdted 
Party at home, encouraged by the Weakness ofour Government 
to rebel, and fup ported by the Supplies, which our foreign 
Enemies might fend from Time to Time to their AlTiflanve. 

' From hence, Sir, we may ice the Di fad vantage vve ihould 
be under by not keeping up a fufHcient Body of regular 
Troops, with regard to our Enemies, or fuch foreign States 
a$ wc may haveany Difputes with ; and with regard to Allie,% 
we could not expert to have any ; for as all Alliances are ef- 
e^lilhed upon the mutual Advantage or Security of the two 
000 wafting Parties, and can be no longer pre feivedj than 
while that Advantage or Security continues mutual » what 
Adrantage or Security could any State in Europe expeft 
from thi& Nation, if our Government, fo iar irom having 
any regular Troops^ to fend to their Afiiftaoce, had not a 
fu ill c lent Number to protect itfelfagiinll: domeftick Enemies ? 
In fuch a Cafe, 'tis certainj no foreign Nation could expedt 
any Advantage or Security from an Alliance with this Nation, 
and confequendy would neither ftipukte to give us any Afilf* 
tanc^j nor perform any Stipulations they have already made 
Ddd z for 
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for that Parpofe ; whicli woaU be an addleionnl 
ment thofe that are now our Efiemics^ or tliat may k 
beci^mc o^r Enemies^ for to iniak us in every Par: 
World 

' Thus, I think. Sir, it b plam, that we mu" i.^ 
ly keep up a Aifiicient Number of Land Forces, At ' 
this en filing Year; and a» our CircumlUnce^ are jk 
every Reips^t, the fame they were lait Year, no lets a 
ber can be fuppofed to be fuEctent far the enfuin^ Year 
what was deemed by the Parliament laft SelTioti^ nee 
for the Service of the Year now near expired. Ik 
have made a Step, and I hope it will be a fuccefsful out 
wards cllabliihing z foiid and Jailing Peace ; yet k mi 
acknowl(x!gedj that our Affairs abroad are as yet ia n 
uncertain Situation ; and as to our Affairs at home, we 
the Libels publtihed againil tlic Government *is iiiimi 
and as virulent, and Mobs and Riots among die PeofJl 
frcqccntp as they were about the Beginning of lafl Scic 
ParJiamenr, or indeed, as ever they were in tliJS fif 
other Nation* where there w:is a cenatn Form of Gof 
ment regularly eftablifhed. 

' But, Sir, whatever Number of Land* Forces ^ ' 
think fufficient for the enfujng Year, as loug^ iky *^^ 
op by Auilicnty of Parliament, and from Year to W''* 
they muft be widely different from a Handing Armj^ W 
without any fuch Authority, For as the keeping ^,\ 
Handing Army in Time of Peace, but for one Day, ^^ 
the Confentof Parliament, is of itfclf an Inv.ifioniJf*' 
Conltitution ; fuch an Army on be kept up for ^ 
Purpofe but to deflroy our Coallitution, in order t^ 
thofe who have, by i\i doing* made an Invafioa ^ 
ggrf"inft that Pumlhmcnt which is due to them for tranC 
the mod fumiamenul Laws of their Country* Wh^ 
fiifHcicnt Number of regular IVoops, kept up by A 
ty of Parliament, and from Year to Year only, can I 
up for no other End, but to preferve our Conlliiutio 
caufe the Parliament wjil never confent to the kcepitt 
a greater Number than h fufficient for that Purpm 
will they confent to the keeping up of uny Number 
than it appears abfolutely neceffiiry for preiervitig the 
tmion, and defending us ag:iintl our foreign and cbi 
Enemie-s. 

' For ihefe Reafons, Sir, F muft think the leail f 
we can propofe to keep up for the enfuing Year, for ' 
and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernicy ai 
fey» muft be, jTicItiding 1815 Invalids, and 55 j Men, 
fhe fix independent Companies confill of for theSe^ 
the Highlands) 17704 Men, CommiiEgn and Noo 
pifBon Officers induded. . 
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^. . ,«^ Ponies k afiaid of Mb^ b? aa open RopcsK^ or 
l^ a Qmtiiymce of ibe War. \^^bai this is tbe Cftfe^ iIm 
t^art}* in Daiiger appUci Ibr havii^ a Su^pesi^oa of Anss 
l^pon cerLda Prdimjkaiie^ uid goicnllf ofei lo gtf^e feme 
jPJedge^ as a Secontj ht the FtrhaoMSXx dt fiKh Preli* 
minaries as Ibail be agreed on. Mo^ of us veinenibcr, thai 
rhe Treaty of Utnedit was pneceded by Prdiminirtes, anil a 
Sofpcnfioo of Ajib5 beti^'eeD Fraiace aod us i bui iheiw is m 
were in no Dsrrger by a Continuance of the War^ u^c dvouM 
agree to neither* till France put Dunkirk into our HaTids* 
^s a Pledge for ber PeHbrmance of the Preliminaries. I'hk^ 
I fav, ftTis the Methoci of Treaty-making at tiie *rime of tKt 
Treaty of l/trcchc, and, I belk^e, for all Ages licibre iKsit 
Time ; but what has been our Method fiuce thatT'imc, 1 
tannot take upon me to fay : So far however \ m*iy i^y\ 
%t whatever has been our Method of Treaty-nukiiig iin«9 
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' Bit mh&n t ^xm dik Comrmdom, hsv] 

t»tlcnH 
mtw§ m not fe iRQch »i a ^ftTpcalm of' 
Riter IfiA«a4 df thcif givmg m &Fld^ 
not HI tbfiii, by ngreeing tliat Thingi llufl i 
ridji MiJ Cirdfiia, m tlie Sicua6oti tbey 
witknit incrtTJififig the Fortifications theic^ 

Poft*» In fl&rif Sir^ by this ConvcntioDi, 2 
•f^pt «gfi«d wen lo fufpcnd HoAiliaes, yet i _ 

not la ffovidt for our Bcfcnc*:; from wheoce it &cmld i 
lit if we hsid fu^d to Spain for a Sufpenfion of Anns, 
iifiy I'rclimijjam* they mtghc think fit to prcicribe ; £iul j 
I riiniitH cliink tlie Natton liad any Reafon to beafr^^id of J 
f]prn R up cure with Spain, whatever fome Perfons amo 
II* m.^y have ; for^ from our agreeing to fuch Prelimtnar 
1 mull cither thinlc that there arc 'iomePeribna anion gft ui ' 
that nrr mofl terribly afraid of it, and are therefore willing 
to yield to any Things rather than come to an open Rup- 
turr with ihsil N^tiion i or I mull think, ai I have ?aid, that 
tiur MiniiUn had foitie private Aflurancefi of the Court of 
fipAin^Ei btiu|^ inclined to do ua JulHce, in a (bort Time, by 
a definitive Treaty, and that they accepted of thefe Pre- 
Hminrtiics with a View of faviog fomething to tbeNatioii^ 
by a Red 11^ ion of gur Land Forces for this enfaing Year. 

* Now, Sir, a I I always judge charitably* Jfitppofed that 
ihi^ lail WM the Caie ; and rherelorc when the honourable 
GcntlcfnaHi who tnade thi^ Motion, Hood up, 1 expelled 
^D cl^ant Fanegyrick upon the Wjfdom of ouf htc Mea- 
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uT die 

Ty% I ttr. V3i wkm Icsqedod ; boc tovsv^ 

fttrpriied, w^cB I keaid ^in bc^ ti> ^i^se for 

NMber of Lsb^ F«cotte were voted kftYcvw 

«£ ledt cperf Mm iIem imv 

kilktSeciev iMiitfdvviparnaitteBiintcif 1 ii- 

W35 n tii»de ? For *os impoSti^ fioce die "noie it 

I ratitieJ, fie Goold liaTC hid C^nfe to ali^r our Senti- 
qB. If ive kwe a Deprotoxx i|iq«i it^ liiiy nt nib 
^e proper Advaiitage of i^ bry kfl^^iing tlie pobikk 1^ 
'^encc } Evcty ooc Is9«i tiit okr Xdud Fortes lanm no In- 
Itifjice upon dicGaacfels of Sftm : It is oar Nax^^ Fisce 
liey are afraid of : Tfiat «>e Itnve already rediiced ; aod 
^refore if ic be laid that Spain mu^ be irighmied into 
I Performance » ai wdl as they were into the Trieaiy, wc 
^v^e beg^QH at the wnng End. But I caimot hare fuch an 
Dpinion of^ wife an AdmimilratioQ : Frofa the Redti^kvi 
^Qur Naval Force I mu^ conclude^ that theyar^ aiTiiTiedof 
^pain^s being iocliited to do us j ml ice by the de^nidve, tho' 
Hey have dotic u$ nooe hy the preiinsinary Treat)' ; and 
hcreforc the CinntaidaBOes of our Affairs abroad, can be no 
Argument for our keeping up the fame N ember of Land 
?arces we had 1 ail Year i nor can it be fakj, our foreign 
Iffaifs are in the fame Situation they were the Beginning of 
alt SeiHon of Parliament, We hud then no prcUmiiiary 
Treaty, nor any Afltiranoes of a iati^fa^ory definitive Trea- 
y % l^ow we have both, or otherwise the honourable Gen- 
leman^s Friends have cranfgTeffed the Rule he himfelf haa 
aid dovvn ; for they have ake^dy begun to dilkind their Ar* 
oics, and thofe Armic* too \\'hich arc the only effect ual Ar- 
aies againft Spain, I mean our Squad Ibns of Men of War* 
l^t tistben follow their Example : The honoUTablc Gentle- 
nan will, I hope, admit we cannot follow a bettor : Let us 
^^in to reduce our Land Forces. 

* But^fuppoie, Sir, we were ftill in a precarious Situ* 
itkjn with regard to Aflairs abroad, can k be thought, that 
&ur Influence at foreign Courts depends upon the Number of 
Land Bi'orces we keep in continual Pay r No, Sir, out In* 

C depends upon the Riches and Number of our People^ 
_ 
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CD aiaek 
wxfi be » the Power of orery 
that pfdbfei their iBflacmce abeoad, tqf 
fedlo^ of the People at booiei and that 
anjr Nttmbcr of regtiki Troops always m Pa,f i lor i^^ 
tfie Spirit of Llhaty^ whidi k like 0111^61^ lAotho- of Oam- 
n^t^ h pfeferred among oar People, we fliall newex mat a 
great Number of brave Men of all Degrees ^mtmeftm^ thit 
will be risMy to vcifture their lives in the C^w of their 
Coantfj ; and fuch Men may, in a few Wcek<^ be liiffid* 
ently dileiplificd far A«ftioo, tbo' they might not^ perhaps, 
obfer^e all the PaD^tilias To exa&ly as a Parcel of idle nitr- 
ceoaiy Fellows, who have had nothing perhaps to do for feven 
Year^ together^ but to liance thro* their Exercifcs. 

* The keeping up of a ftanding Army in thh Nation, cin 
never thert'fote be neceflhry, either for prcferving our fnfiu- 
ence aniongil our Neighixjurs, or for punilhing fach of tbem 

as 



nd with refpeft to our own Defence^ as we 
have no Frontier but the Ocean, while we prefer ve a Supe- 
tiority at Sea, a popular Government in this Coantry can 
tiever be under the lea ft NecelTicy of keeping up any Land- 
Forces, efpcdally if they would take Care to have our Mjll- 
tia but tolerably armed and difciplined! ; for no Nation will 
Ise mad enopgh to invade ua, while we are united among 
otirfclves, with a Handful of Troops^ who mvtft either aD 
die by the Sword, or be made Prifoners of Wafj becaufc wi 
could, by Means of our Navy, prevent their being able to 
return. Andj if any of our foreign Neighbours fhould pre- 
pare to invade tts w^ch a great Fleet and a numerous Army, 
w« would not only have Time to prepare for theii* Reception, 
but we might lock them tip in tlieir Ports^ by Means of our 
Navy, or we might give them enough to do at home, by 
flirring up fome of their Neighbours upon the CondnenC to 
invade them* 

* Thus it appcaHj Sir, that no Govemtnent in this Ifland 
can ever have Occafion for keeping up a {landing Army in 
Time of Peace, unlefs it be to fubdue the Liberties of the 
People. This, every Man in the Kingdom, whofe Judg* 
jnent is not biaifed by his Hopes or his Fears, nmft be fen- 
fible of; and therefore every Government that does keep up 
a ftanding Army in Time of Peacej whether with or with- 
out the Confent of Parliament, mufl forfeit the AffeAions of 
the People* Then, indeed, a ftanding Army becomes necef* 
fary for the Support of :h at Government, notagainft Foreign- 
ers, but againft their native Country ; but no Army, even 
the greater they can keep up, wil! give them an Influence at 
foreign Courts, or an Authority among their own People. 
Abroad they will be defpifed, at home they may be dreaded, 
but they will be hated ; and, in that Cafe^ a fmajl Handful 
of foreign Troops^ thrown into any Corner of the Iflandf, 
might be of the mo ft dangerous Confequence to the Govern- 
ment, becaufe they would be joined by the whole People, 
and perhaps, by a great Part of the Army. 

* To pretend. Sir, that there is ftill a great dtfEiffedled 
Party amongft us, is, I am fure, no Compliment to his Ma- 
jeft), or to his illuftrious Family ; and therefore J wonder 
to hear any Gentleman, that has the Honour to ferve the 
Crown, infift upon it. There are, *tb true, many <li Content- 
ed, but few or none difaffcdled ; and the Difcon tents 
that are fo general amongft us^ proceed from our having 
fo long kept up a numerous ftanding Army, and from feme 
other Meafures 1 could mention. Change but your Meafurts^ 
reduce your Army, put a Confidence in the People, and the 
Difcontents will foon vanifh, your People will put a Confidence 
in you, and will be a better Safe guard for the Government, 
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be kept ay. Y(a« fe^mlns 

of c&ac Voj^^KCg wyck 

Troops fbre^beu'SerrkcBtb^ B^fliadiKNeeiiof : If we 
coolii HOC i^ fiv:!! TroofB, v^ cdoU finn nUe a Boefy of 
Tioafis wklift our oar owm DnainkaSp do' ne kad Dot a 
icgpibr ffiiMJiiip RfgimcBf m die Kin^oai i ^nd we codd 
trui^svt tAcmriif oar Fleet, v&c£ef«r<iitr AUics m^;hf 1t2id 
moSt in Need of ihcm- By oar AEkDCBs, I kfioWt ipe icnDe^ 
tin^ cDg^i^ ID Jend a Bcxfy of Troo^ m the A£fiaiice of 
iSOT AUks^ bat I do not rcinctaber, we cm css^^ed, dut 
di0& TiODfs lhc4i!d be ^ Subje& of Great-Brrtaiii, or thai 
thqr &ooy be fadi as we had kept in Paf for fereral Yean 
pmeding. Therefore we m^y perfofm oar EngagcmcDts Co 
oar Allks, mfid may a^rd them a proper SappoK and Ai* 
fiilance, without keeping a ftandiug Army ^ways Ln Pay* 

* I ihall graut. Sir, th^t the kcepii^ ap of a numerous 
Handing Army in Time of Fcatx, by AutiwMity of Parlia- 
ment^ i^ cot oonudjy to I^w ; but 1 will aTCr, that it Is con^ 
tiary to, and Incoaiiflent with our Cbn^tutioti, If fome 
fnti^TC vefial Parllamenc fhoiild pafs a Law fbc eaabling ths 
King to impole Taxes, and raife Money by Prodamatioii, 
the Money fo raifed would not be contray to Law, but fnrely 
It wooH be contrary to our G>nititudon. To teU us that the 
parliament will never conjent to the keeping up of a greater 
Number of Land -forces, than is fuffidenc for p refers' ing the 
Conftitution, or that they «viJl never confent to keep op any 
Number, longer than h appears neceflkry for defending us 
a gain ft foreign or domeftick Enemies, is to tell us what no 
• Man can anfwer for. Suppofe there Ciould be a Majority in 
each Houfe of Parliament, amiiiling of Officers of the 
Armyi and other Inftraments of an Adminiilmtion ; can we 
.foppofe that fach a Parliament would have any Regard to 
the Prefer vation of theConAitution* if it fhou Id appear to 
be Inconfjflent with the Prefervaticn of the Minifter upon 
whom they depended r And fuppofe we had [he Misfortune 
tb have, at that Time, a Prime Miniiler, contemned abroad, 
and hated by every Man at home^ except thofe wlio were 
his immcdbte Tools j can we fuppofe tJiat fuch a Parllacpenc 
would not give their Confent to keep up a ftanding Army, not 
for preferring the Cunllitution, but for preferving the Mini* 
' f!er» by deAroying the Cbnilltution f 

'Sir, a numerous Handing Army, kept ap by Authority 
of Pafliaraent, is more d^ngerouii to our Liberties, tJian fucb 
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Army kept up without any fuch Autliority ; bccaafe in ^^^^^l^^^^ ^ 
t latter Cafe, the People would immediately fee their Li* 
ties were ft ruck at, and would therefore Cnke the Alarm r 
It in the former^ thej' would probably, by the Interpoiition 
Parliament, be lulled afleepj till their Fetters were rivet- 
This I have long endeavoured to prevent : This while 
live J I fhali always endeavour to prevent ; and therefore I 
now for reducing the Army to l aooo Men ; for even 
it Number I think greater than is altogether confiftent 
ich the Safety of our ConlUtution, The very Rtfolution 
IS Houfe comes to yearly 3 with refpedt to the Number of 
If I^nd- forces, fhews that it is. By the Words of that 
^Iblution, we ought to have no marching Regiments quar- 
fM up and down the Country, to the OppreiTion of our Inn- 
ilders, Vi^ualler^j and other publick Houfes, and to the 
">aQching of the Morals of all Ranks of People We 
h^kt to have none but Guards end Garrifons. Our Guards 
StigKl never to confiit of above 4000 Men ; and I ftiould be 
glad to know where the Gamfons are in Great- Britain, or 
m Gaemfey or Jerfey, that require no lefs a Number than 
j.gooo. Therefore we ought to alter the Words of our Refo- 
tion, or we ought to reduce our Army even below t ;eooo. 
awcver, as other Gentlemen feem willing to allow 12000 
the Service of this cnfuing Year, I fhall not be againft 
it Number,' 
Mr, Littleton. 
Sir, 
I am really furprized at the Silence on one Side of the ^ unkvoa> 

loufe. Sure this Queftion is of Importance enough to 

pfefve a Debate. ,^^ How great an evil foever a Handing 
^rmy may be, this Way of treating fuch a Queflion is worfe ; 
is the higheft Contempt of the Conftitution imnginable. 
>. Sir, if wc go on thus, will People be iilent out of 
ioors loo ? I wifti they may 1 for if they talk of our Pro- 
iings, they will talk m a Language that won*t be much 
^r the Honour of the Houfe. 

Sir, as a good deal has been fa id about the Abufe of the 

^is, by one of the very few Gentlemen who have deigned 

fpeaic in this DebatCj I beg to be indulged in a few 

Tords upon that Article. _ , A free Examination of all 

teafures of Government, and of the Characters of Mmi- 

erSjfo fir as their Charaflers are infeparable from their Mea» 

{Ires, is the Life of a free Stale. It is what no good Mini* 

er will ever call an Abufe of the Prefs : It la what no good 

liniller would defire to refl rain. But attacking the pri^ 

ate Charafer of a Minifter, his private Defcfls or 

fraihies, in which the Publkk ^ not concerned, this 

deed h bbeIlou5^ and this cannot be juili£ed : Nor can 
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^-^^ To ivffmt k. Sir, igiai «iMi I Noc ^kioA our- 
felvo I hefc, JM J^ki die HaliiMi* M the Fkace be 
wkM it owlit ta be, lie &all hAwmmEmaks^ and it will 
lopport ftlHri if it be Ind and Sikommnktk, to have It 
fepponed bf as Amif , is a fad Rdburce indeed : It is fuck 
m SoppOTt as Ddi^lr onlf amid want : It k fuch a Si^port 
ii I won't imagme poCGblr. 

• But GrnElero^n (ay, it wiU give Weight to our Mtiafiires 
•broid. -^ What Weight has it given f I appeal to Expc- 
rknce. h not the Period of our keeping up this Number of 
Meiip the moA inglorious Period of the Englifh Hlflory i 
Uu mi «rvery Year been marked out by feme new Indignity^ 
ifflie new Di(bonour, fomc new Proof of Contempt > Have 
Wc b«en arm'd of kee to any other Purpofe, than to make 

Jur Tamencft appear more ridiculous } For my own Pa^rt, 
jff ( tt^iiil %> that v^rcrtf I determined to fuficr ^yfelf to 
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Ju^gi^ ^'^ 3I» ^ tia?d irit]i AfVH< 

< Sir, witB Kg^ttBifiH^mtf kii»e» i»AerwfaQCltti 
bc^n Ikkl bf Uk boftoaEabk G cwfai Ha n wiia %ake jni 
00%^, nor by ajxiclKr G«iidciEiaiE m mf ^«^ w^wtdrnmA 
miKh upon them, h^ asy Weight ia a Qg^ffcio% wkeSa 
iStOOO Men or ii, ilioiild fae tke Ntimbcr kepc up. Far« 
farely» 1 2 thoaJkud Bifeii m Fofxe enoag^ id qu^li thdc 
Ridterf. But iiom w-h^t aB ibo^ GenEk^en have fkid, I 
ibmw a farther CoaclaBon, that fpr Dilbrden ol' ihh Kiod, 
an Army b not, omnoc be the proper Remedy^ ^uce clie 
Evil encre^fes under ii^ u ExperieQcc pmves -^ Tbe proper 
Rcmaly h giving Aotkoiity to the Law ; and ink can <miy 
be done by n'gbt Aicafitres c^f Gov emfnent. An Army may 
give Scrcftglh to a bad Adminiilracton^ bac a good Admini* 
Iration onl j can give Strength to Laws, and to tiiac we muft 
hare Recourie,or thcfe Diforders wiUcontinoc, dio' we ihould 
augment our Troops to 50,000 Men. Confirm hb M^jeity in 
the Aie^ions of hu Sabje^s, and he will want no Security iii 
his own Dominions,— rSir, I hare feena Proof of tiiii. I have 
lately had the Satisfaftian to fee all Sort of Rcfpe^ from allSorts 
of People, paid to two of the royal Family, when they had no 
Guards. Th^ could not have been iafer« they could not 
have been refpefted fo much, if they bad been attended, in 
t'^ Journey they made, with aU the houOiold Troops of the 
King of France. Sir, I ikw the People clinging to the 
Wheels of their Cotch, out of AilefUoo to them, to the 
Kit^g* and to his Family, I fay, I faw them dinging to the 

Wbeek of their Coach. Had there bcea Guards about 

itj they muft have kept further off* 

* A^ I can fee no good Ufe that cao be made of thtie 
Tft^ops, and as I won't fu^^fe that any bad one is intended^ 
I muft conclude they are kept up for Oftentation alone. But 
is u Ibr h\i Majelly*s Honour to put the Lufire of his Crown, 
to put his Dignity upon thit, in which he may be riva ilM by 
fvery petty Priucc of any Utile State in Germany ? For, I 
beljefe, there are few of them now, that can't produce at a 
{ieview^ an Army equal to ours both in Number and Show. 
If the Greatncfs of a State is to be meaftircdby the Number 
«f its Troops » the £]e£ior of Hanover is a£ great as the 
K^iflg of England. . .■ ■ ' r ■ - But a very diffifrent Eftimation 
©yght to be made of our Greatnefs : The Strength of Eng- 
land is its Wealth and its Trade : Take Care of thcni^you will 
pe always ftirmidabJe ; Lofe them, you are nothing, you 
are the I aft of Mankind. Were there no other Reafons for 
je^uCing the Army, it ihould be done upon the Principle of 
Upcpnofny alone. I| is a melancholy Thought to reflt-d 







]kat 




1^6 1 

hfm much vm have fpeitt md n bm 
1 6 YcAfa part- 

but for lilil Ohai^ we hetveeaai 
Cdfntrierce ifoyrrfhc^t our ?^aviga«iMi 

imre i% t Spirit in the People of Eng^stod, 

^llnrfullf bcpir tbe liea^ieft Burdeni^ 

Sitky could an oppaftte f^ni^ge be fadd^ 
We have imieed, no Vitioriea, no Gfafy 
Kclnf, no Dignify i we have fubmicflBd co 
l»orTie AfffonH, we hjivc been forced ea caife HK^pttir ^ :ae 
Nackm« b^^rbjf :i^iing thn% wc haire reflond our A&o^ ^^ 
hnve p»id i>ur Dcbfj, wchav^ taken off^ «iir Taatr^ i«eMB 
piit into the P«rwer of the Kmg and ?zifmmam^ m aft hae^ 
ifrer with more Vwourand Weight ; cony tb be ^d, ji^ 
Alfo might be ^tisftdory, _.. ■ — Bot to M^e &iU m hmk 
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ihcftt PointJt at che fame Time, by a Gandwct 
fhm ind cxpenfiirc, £0 have Loft the Ad^ 
War jind Pciice > co Kavc hrotight Difgrace aod 
lhepreftc}t Timei, and national Beggajy Qpoa A^ toom^ 
the Confeqaence of which may be national SbTCfy ; fai a 
MumgeintAti if fucb a Management can be fasppo&sd, nii 
CSft down national Vengeance upon the guiity Anchors of k^ 
whofoever ihey be, and che longer it has be^ fn^iciided, te 
more heavy ic wjU fall' 

The fJueUJrm being put the Refoludon was agreed m, Gte 
ADivifton, Ayen 353. Noes 183* 

A ft ert he Divifiont EheCommitteecime to the following Ee- 
fobtiona befidta : Refolvcd, That fix biindred and fortf -ima. 
ihoufand five hundred and forty- nine Pounds eleven Shilling 
and 7'hrce-pcnce Hat f- penny be granted for maintaining the 
ft 1)0 ve Number <^f Men: That iwo hundred twenty eighl 
thourand atid fix ty- two Pounds be graDted for the Garrifons 
ofMinoraij Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. That twenty-feven 
thou fa nd one hundred and feventy-two thoutand Pounds be 

Sranled for OutTenfioners of Chelfea Hofpital : That five 
loufand and forty - one Pounda be granted for defraying fevc- 
r«l extraordinary E^:pences not provided for by Parliament* 

Ffk 15. The Report of Yefterday** Refolu lions was 
recfivcd and agreed to. On a Divilion^ Ayes 1 29, Noes 75- 
Received divers Letters relating to the Spanilh Depreda- 
tion f. 

liy ao» Rcreived the Report of Yefterday's Refolution in 
a Commjttt'e of WAys and Aff eans, and agreed to it, viz 

Reiuived, That eleven thoufand nine hundred and forty- 
five Pounds fevcntcen Shillings and nine Pence^ remain ing 
in the Exchequer, being the CK'cr-plusoi the Grant for 1 "^s^t 
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on of Parliamenc. ^^^y 

i The Houfe was then called ovcx : i:^ of t^ ] 

[FeL 21- ReoeiFcd Co^ks of Icveial Mranorials, Letten, 

on the AiFjirs of Spaio. 
fFr^. 22, Received the Repofts d YeEerday's RdbliiEiofis 
)a ConnDittee on the Supply, aud agreed to cLesn, viz. Kd^s^sitiAit of ibr 
Refolded That 222,689 Pociids, two SiitlHugs and fix 
P^cc, be granted for the Ordinaty of the Navy, iuclodiDg 
Half Pay to Sea OScen for 1759- That 80,088 PouncE 
£j: Shillings and tkres Pence be granted lor ihe Chaig^ of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service for 17 J9* That thirty 
thoufand &ve hundied and three Pounds eleven Shitiijg$ and 
fix Pence be granted for defmyiog the extraordinary Ex- 
pences of the Office of Ordnance for Lasd Service not pro- 
vided for by Parliament, 

Fi^. 23. There wai prcfeotedto the Houfe a Petition 
divers Merchants, Planters^ and others trading to and inte- tb*iit*, 
jcHed in the Britifli Plantations in America, in behalf of 
thcmfelves and toany others, and read; Hiewing that 
the Petitioners made their moA humble Application 10 
ihis Houfe the laH SeOion of Parliamentt fecting forth 
the continued Depredations committed by the Spaniards 
on the high Seas of America upon the Britiih Shipping 
and Property, their barbarous and inhuman Treatment 
of the Britiih Sailors on the taking of their Ships, and their 
c^xrying them afterwards into Slavery in Old Spain, (the 
Spaniams making it their conftant Pra^ice to attack and board 
all Britiih Merchant Ships they met with in the American 
Seas, under Pretence of fearching for Goods, which they 
deemed contraband, according Co their arbitrary Will and 
Pleafure contrary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeft 
Violation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns,} 
and that by thefe nnjuft and violent Proceedings of the Spa- 
niards, the Trade and Navigation to and from America was 
rendered very unfafe and precarious, infomuch that the Jn- 
furajices had greatly rifen on thefe Accounts only ; and that 
ihe Petitioners having been heard by their Gounfel before a 
Committee of tlie whole Houfe, did, as they apprehend, 
fully make out in Proofs every one of the Allegation! of their 
faid Petition, to the in tire and unanimous Sa.tisfadion of the 
HoiiTc, upon which Application this Houfe came eo the fol- 
lowing Refolutions : 

' That it is the natural and undoubted Right of the Eritifh 

* Sabje^ts to fail with their Ships on any Part of the Seas of 

* America to and from any Part of his Majelly^s Dominions, 
< and that the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce which 

* tiie Subjefls of Great Britain have an undoubted Right to by 
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on hath fmcc been entered inta betwccil 
I and that of Spain ,vvhich his Majdly has been moil gra- 
Dufly pleafed to order to be laid before this Houie ; and the 
ne being publi0ied hy AuthorityjChe Petitioners obferve with 
^ utmofl: Concern, that the Spaniards arefo far from giving 
I their gronndlcfs and unjuftifiable Praftice of vifiting and 
arching Bridfh Ships failing to and from the Britifh Plan-* 
lions, that they appear to have claimed the Power of doing 
) a Right, by having jnfifted that the Differences which 
I ari fen concerning it Jhoald be referred to Plenipoten* 
nes, to bedircufled by them, without even agreeing to 
lain from fuch Viiitation and Search during the Time that 
: DifcufTion of this Affiiir may bft ; that the Petitioners 
; under thegreaceft Appreheufions, fince Spain has contend- 
that a Point fo inconteftably clear both by the Law of 
at Ions and all the Treaties fubfi fling between the two 
awJiEj Ihould come under Debate, that the Spanifh Pleni- 
ntiaries will be inflrti^ted not to give it up ; and if the 
[lorn of our Navigation to and from our own Colonies 
ould be left in Sufpence, and precarious, it mnft be attended 
the mod fatal and pernicious Conretjucnccs to the Peti- 
tioners, whofe Pcrfons and Fortunes will thereby be in the 
Power of the Spanifh Guarda Coilas, without any Profpedl 
r Relief, the Petitioners having already too feverely expe- 
aced the jnlliceof the Spanilh Courts and Governors, to 
nfider them as any Security ; and therefore praying, that 
; Petitioners may have an Opportunity of being heard ^ and 
they may be allowed to repiefent to this Houfe the great 
Uportance of our Trade to and from our own Plantations Jn 
aeric3,the clear and indifputable Right which we have to 
joy it, without being Hopped ^ vifitedj or fearched by the 
aniards on any Pretence whatfoever, and the certain and 
evitable Deflru£tion of all the Riches and Strength derived 
\ this Kingdom from that Trade, if a Search of BritiOi Ships 
iling to and from the Britifh Plantations be tolerated upon 
j»y Pretext, or iinderany Reftrid^ionSj or even if the Free^ 
I of this Navigation ihould continue much longer in this 
ate of Incertainty. 

This Petition was ordered to be referred to the Confidera- 
E>n of the Committee, who were to confider of the Conven- 
and that the Petitioners, if they thought ht, might be 
upon their Petition^ by themfelvest before the faid 
' Committee, 

At the fame Time the Sheriffs of the City of London pre- 
fen ted to the Houfe a Petition of the Lord- Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commons of the CJty ot London, in Common* 
Coundl aflem bled j which Petition being brought up and reat*, 

t forth, That the Citizens of London are too deeply inte- 
i: : :: 
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irtnl ii wTufmrr ^l^c^ the Trade of thb Nadoiit imlKii 
fNc6 tlwncmoA Anxiety for th? Welfare of that ooly 
Dfotr RklKs; aikI tt k with a Concern the Peticioiteisi 
HAiblc toexpfrls, that they perceive the Trade to his ! 
^\ Affienam OobQtes Hill cotitinue^ expofeiJ to the In 
if tikt Spaniftpds who under unvvarrantabk and inp 
Pt t te^cti comuoue to flop, fearch^ and make Prizes of Bri> 
tifli Vf4ek navigating the American Seas, in manifeit V]<h* 
hllQii M the Tnratks fubfifling between the two Cromiis; 
oddiit the Petitioner} apprehend that the Tr^de frooi tbe^., 
kn hbjefty*5 Kingdoms to his American Colonies is of ^! 
MmA Inpoftance, tnd almoft the onfy profitable Tra6e ttib 
Naiitiii now enjop unrivmllM by others ^ and that the Ped- 
lioaai nvcrr UKhnoed to hope» from his Maje^y's kvm^ 
OoodMlliid fntemal Care of his Subje£ts» fupported by 
dM Y^ptoiii Rcfclucioiis of both Houfes of Parliamentp am 
lhitS|i^oient ofavetypoweHiil FJeetj that his Majefty'i 
tTMliiiff Siibjedi itk the Seas of America, as well as In al| 
otlier rsiti of the Ocean, %vould not only have received afiill_ 
SililMfiQft for tbek Lod^ occafioned by the Depredations' 
of S|mi» but ilfo in undoubted Security for their Commerce 
Ibrw Time & comes and that a realonable and adequat ~ 
IU|ttntioa wofild likewile have been obtained for the Bai 
bmtk$ and inhuman Cruelties exercifed by that Natron on 
the EiigUCh Seamen who have had the Unhappincfs of falHi^g 
into their mercilels Hands ; and exprefSng their great Con- 
cern and Sorprize to £nd by the Convention lately concluded 
b^waen his Majefty aod the King of Spain, that the Spani- 
«nls are fo &r from giving up their, ^s the Petitioners appre- 
hend, atijull Pretenfions of a Right to vifit and fearch our 
Ships in the Sei5 of America, that this Pretenfion of theiil 
is among others referred to the future Regulation and Deci- 
fion of Plenipotemiar ies appointed on each Side^ whereby ilie 
Fetitionen apprehend it h in fome Degree admitted ; and 
that the Petitioners conceive they have too much Caufe to 
fear, if the Right pretended to by Spain of fearching Eritilh 
Ships at Sea be admitted in any Degree whatfoever, that 
the Trade of his Majeity*s SubjeOs to America will become 
fo precarious^ as to depend in a great Meafure upon the f n- 
ddg^ce and Jnllice of the Spaniards, of both which they 
have givettj for fome Years pail, fuch Specimens, as the 
Petitioners think this Nation can have no Caufe to be fa«if- 
fied with ; and cxpreflirrg the Apprehenfions of the Pedti- 
oner.«, that fuch a precarious Situation as this is, muk in- 
evitably expolt; the Tmde to the American Seas, to continual 
Interruptions and Alarms, as well as feverai Lof!esi and 
that to thefe unhappy Caufe*, the Petitoners apprehend the 
prefent low State of the BrlEilh Colonies in America may In 
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ting forth J That on die fix ft Day of June> in the Vear 173 S. 
; faid Ship f^led fully laden from the Iflaad of Jamaica, 
^eftly for the Port of Briilol, but, after attempting the 
JSriiidward Paffage for about feventeen Days without Succefs, 
IfftS obliged to return and make her Voyage throt^h the 
*§tilf of Florida; and ontKe 29ih Day of the fame Month,. 
^m the Latitude of twenty^ four Degrees and iwenty-- eight 
^ Mi autei, as the faid Ship was proceeding on fuch her Voy- 

»^^ and being then about fifty -five Leagues dillant from tho 
^cft End of the Ifle of Cuba, (he waa with her whole Cargo 
Iztd by a Spaniih Man of War, and carried into the Ha- 
vanna^ there condemned as a Prize, contrary ^ as the Peti- 
3Berft prefumc, to the Law of Nations and the fubfilling 
atie.'5 ; the Value of wliichikki Ship and Cargo, at tho 
fiine of fuch Seizure, as the Petitioners arc advifcd, wais 
: thoufand Pounds Sterling and upwards ; and that the 
%er and Mariners of the fame Ship were imprirooed, and 
&rwife moll inhumanly treated by the Captors, and carried 
them into Old Spain^ wJicre the faid Mailer yet continues 
fPrilbner j and therefore praying the Houfe to take the 
lifTcs into Confide ration J hear the Petitioners by them- 
iires or Couniel, and grant fach Relief thereupon^ as to the 
loufe {hall feem meet. 
And alfo a Petition of the Triiftees for cftablifhing tJie PetitiorKif 
alony of Georgia in America, was prefented to the Houfe 
" read I fettlng forthj that his Majefly, by his Royal 
rter bearing Date the <^th of June 173^, granted to the 
itioners and their SuccefTors for ever, feven undivided 
res of alt thofe Lands, Countries, and Territories in that 
tof South- Carolina in America, which lies from the 
D& Northern Stream of the Savannah River, all along the 
'Cbaft ro the Southward, unto the mofl Southern Stream 
the Alatamaha River, and Weft ward firom the Heads of 
|3re faid Rivers in dire& Lines to the South- Seas, with the 
lands in the Sea lying oppofite to the Eailern Coaii of the 
id Lands, within twenty Leagues of the fame ; all whieh 
its Majefty thereby made, ereited^ and created one inde- 
dant and feptrate Province, by the Name of Georgia ; 
at John Lord Carteret (the Proprietor of the other undi- 
ided eighth Part of the faid Lands, Countries, and Terri- 
iries^ which his Majelky granted to the Petitioners} by In* 
iJernture bearing Date the aBth Day of February 1732, 
granted and releafed all his Right and Property in the undi- 
vided eighth Part of Georgia^ in the fame Alamier, to the 
ddoners and their Socceffors for- ever ; and that the Pro- 
r of Georgia was granted to the Petitioners in Trull lor 
killing and eftablifhing a regular Colony in the Southern 
frontiers of Carolina, and not for any Bcneiit or Profit 

what- 
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ikid GoauBtctae. 

< Tliis Sir, I take to be io ivdbiiaHeaPftipDitiofi, ^ 
I hope tid Geclleiiiaii wi!l oppde it, Hofi«ver» bdbn f 
make 03^ Modon, I Jhall beg leave to obterre, dm la iffl 
Tmbat Law, even in criminml Trials^ where hf t^ cm^ 
moo Method of Proceedbg Cbmsfel Are not a^ftiitiwi bi le 
hesfd, wfaeie^er a Point of Law coioes m be diQuaed, Cam- 
M arc always admitted in {peak to fach Poiois for t^ beslQ' 
lofbrtnatioR of the Jodges j and jvt| f bopev I may^ be al- 
lowed 10 pTcfmue, that our J odg^, cfpcdally c^f late Yean, 
£fe as mtich Makers of the Laws of their Cqiui^, as the 
fevcral Membcn of thi* Houfe can be fuppofed to be of the 
Law of Natloflf , and of the feveral Rights and FmiJ^ 
wbidi arc fotifided cpon that Law, cr tipon the particufar 
Treaties now fabfiftifig between m and Spain. Therefbie, 
when any fach Right or Privilege comes 10 be difpneed be- 
fore m, there b at Icaft as great a Neceffity for adroi tdfig 
OtKiTt^l to be heard upon fach Points for oar InlbnEtatkm, 
as there can be for admittmg Counfcl to be beard ^pon sof 
Poini of Law fot the iDfbrmatioii of cm- Judges. 

* If wcatrend. Sir, to the Petition now upon oar Tabic* 
we Bmll from thence fee, that when the Comrenckm conm 
to be taken into Confideration, there ajr fevergl Matteis of 
Right that mall be enqtdred into, and feme of theixi may, 
perhap*, be difpoied even by ibme Gendemtn in this Houfc* 
We know that the Spaniards have lately pretended to a 
Right to vifit and fearch Britifb Ships, failiog to and froA 
the Britifh Plantations : This is a Right which I believe do 
Gentleman in this Ho life will pretend m jafli fy ; bovvever, 
as the Spaniards do pretend to jnftiiy it, or at leaft have ex- 
ercifedit, itii a Point of Right which ought to be fully ea- 
quired into, before we can judge of the Convention. Bat 
there is another Point of Right or Law that will, I belie v^e, 
be difputed even in thb Houfe, and that h Whether thii 
Right of Vifiting and Searching our Shi|« in the open Sess» 
which the Spaniards lay Claim to, is not in fome Degree ad- 
mitted by m, by our agreeing to refer this Pretention of 
theirs to the future Regulation of Plenipotentiafies? For if 
there is the leaft Ground even for the Spaniards to alledgc, 
that we have by hich Refeience in any Pegree admitted of 
this Pretenfion, furely every Gentleman who has a Regaid 
for the Honour and Happinefs of his Country, will condc^m 
a Treaty which gives the Spaniards any Ground to hf fo^ 
And wiiether they may not from this Treaty have, or pie- 
tend to have fome Ground for fsying fo^ is a Point of Right 
which the Petitioners feem to apprehend, and which feveral 
Gentlemen in this Houfe, as well as Ij think we have Kea- 
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DQ to apprehendj though our Apprehenfions will certainly ^^^ ji ceo, 
laid to be groiindiefs, by all thofc who are Fairourcrs of- -' -?' 
eConveniion. But as this Is a Point whicli will, and muft 
J judged of by Foreigners as well m by us, we ought to hare 
: fully argued, before we pafs any Judgment (ipon it. 
* As tiiJ5 Point in particsiUr, Sir, depends upon the Law 
pf Nations, and upon the Conilrudlion that is ufually put up- 
preliminary Art ides or Conventions, wc cannot fupp^jfe 
liat the Petitioners are capable of giving as any Light into 
this Affair; and thereforCj if it were but for the Sake of 
this Point only» we ought to allow them to be heard by their 
Cbuofel upon thisOccafion. There may he other Points of 
Right, which ought to be enquired into : I believe there are 
feveral others which we ought to infift on^ as the undoubted 
Rights and Privileges of this Nation; and yet the general 
Reference contained in this Convention, may hereafter give 
™ Spain a Pretence to fay, that even we ourfelves admitted 
^Bthem to be fuch as were difputable* For this Reafon, Sir, 
f he fore we pafs any Judgment in an AfFi^Ir of fo great Confe- 
qucnce to the Honour, Trade, and Navigation of this King* 
dom, we ought ftrittly to examine into the Import and 
Meaning of diofe Words in che firft Article, by which it Is 
agreed, * That the Plenipotentiaries refpeftively named by 

* their Britannick and Catholick Majefties lb all confer, and 

* finally regulate the refpe^ive Pretenfiona of the two 
1 * Crowns, as well with relation to the Trade and Navigation; 
|ft' in America and Europe j and to the Limits of Florida and 
^B< of Carolina, as concerning other Points which remain 
^m* like wife to be adjufted."' i il^yt Sir, we ought ilridtly to 
^■examine into the Import and Meaning of thb unlimited Re- 
ference, before we pafs any Judgment ; and as the Import 
and Meaning of thefe Words miift iatirely depend upon the 
Law of Nations, and the Nature of preliminary Conven- 

Itions, we cannot expert full Satisfa^iion as to this Point from 
the Petitioners; we can no way ejtpett full Satisfaftion, but 
by hearing learned Gentlemen argue upon it, who have 
made fuch Points iheir particular Smdy. 
* I believe j Sir, it will be admitted by every Gentleman, 
both within Doors and without, that a definitive Treaty, 
containing a fall and exprefs Acknowledgment of all our 
Rights and Privileges, would have been much better than 
this preliminary Convention : Con fide ring the vigorous Re- 
folutions of both Houfes of Patliameut bit Scflion, conjider- 
ing the Spirit which at prcfent prevails among alt Ranks and 
Degrees of Men in this Kingdom, and confide ring the great 
Expcnce the Nation was pat to lall Summer, I believe it was 
what moft Men expcfted: Yet notwithllanding, if nof^e of 
our undoubted Rights or Privileges are rendered doubtful i or 
VoL.V. Ggg ^^^ 
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*"* 'Jp*** ^* ^y ^"^y invalidated by this prepftraiory Way of Treaiai 
*^* ^ - we may cxcufc our Negockcorrs for agree mg to fuch Preli 
naries for the Sake of Peace, provided h appears they 
good Reafon to hope that thofe PrelmiiTia.ries would be ] 
followed by a fmcere and fatisfaAory Treaty ; but, I hop 
Sir, this Nation h not yet brought fo low, nor arc we 
fond of Peace, as to gi^re op any of our Rights, or agree 1 . 
any thing for prefent Eafe, that may lay a Foandation fbl 
contelling fome of our moH valuable Rights in Time 
come. Such an unkcky Situation, I hope, I am convinced^ 
the Nation is not yet reduced to, whatever fome Gentlemen 
may be, who perhaps confider their own immediate Eafr, 
more than they coniider either the Honour or the Incereil oiF 
their Country. 

< But fuppofe, Sir, there were no Matters of Law or 
Right to be explained to us, fuppofe it were no Way ne' 
ccflary to have the Law of Natiom^ or the Nature of pre* 
liminary Conventions explained to us, yet the Fa^^s that are to 
be laid before us upon the prefent Occafion, are fo numerous, 
and of iuch various Kinds, that it is not pofllbkto have them 
tnethodically and regularly fummed up without the AHiHance 
of CounfeL We muft fee that it will be neccflary for us to 
examine a great many Witneffea with regard to thofe Depre- 
dations that have been committed by the Spaniards both 
before and fince the Treaty of Seville ; with regard to the 
Importance of our Trade to and from our Plantations in A- 
merica ; with regard to the Dangers that Trade msLV be ex- 
pofed to, if a Search of Bntlih Ships failing to and from the 
BrjtiJh Plantations (hould be tolerated upon any Pretext, or 
under any Reil rid: ions ; and with regard to feveraJ other 
Points J could mention : Every one of thefe Witnefles may 
be able to give us an Account of fome of the Fads he knows; 
but from daily Experience we may fuppofe ^ that even thofe 
Accounts will be but lamely and indiftlndly given, unled 
we have Counfel atour Bir, who know how to put the pro* 
per Queltions to them ; and when all the Witnefles have 
been examined, we cannot fuppofe that any of the Petitioners 
will be able to fum up the Evidence, to digeft all their Tclii- 
monies tjnder their proper Heads, and to make fuch Remarks 
upon each Point of Evidence, as may be neceflkry for putting 
it in the cle^ireil and ftrongeft Light ; for when a Subje^ j« 
very copious, and a great many Fafls of divers Kinds to be 
related, it is not poCible for any Gentleman not exercifed in 
the Art of Speaking, ornot accullomeJto fpeak bcforea nu- 
merous Afl^;mb!y, let his Qnalificatiotis other wife be never fo 
great,to givea regular,diiUnft,andfuIl Account of theWhole. 
' From what J have (aid, Sir, I think it mull appeal, 
that it will be extremely proper for m to have the AiHftance 

of 
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Dion, I moft beg Icxvc solij ^ 

* I have agrcs^t Refp«ft Sir for tbe kanifd Gevtkoirn of 
the Law, 2iia (hdt ahfap be gbd to bctr dirai h<4d farcH 
at our Bar upon cvoy proper Occafioii ; but I Ko|)e tlief 
wili €%cufe mc if I tey, that I ilo not think their Mat^nf r 
of ibttiig the Caie^ or rcbtiiig Fa^^ the oioi! nnturftl ; I 
hope th«y will pardon me, even if I ihoyld (^y, that 
it may fomctiaies ferve to confouml, indeed af iulWuAing 
their HearcR, Nay, a^ it is the Ciiftom amofig them lo hi 
ready to take a Fee upon either Side of any QueHjon^ ihftt 
may occur ether in ihjs Hotiie or any other Court of Judl* 
piture, they mult make it their Bufmefs to leniit how to 
G g g i drtfi 
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drefs up a bad Caufelii fach fine Tmp^ings, ^ lo imk 
pafi for a good one Therefore, in Cafes where toe ^'^ 
cf private Right or Proprrty is to bu dilputcd, I ihaHl 
be ngxinil cxptjfirg Tnyfelfj or any other Gendeman w 
Houfej to the D-niger of being e^nfo^ndcd or iiflpofdflfi 
Flowers of Oratory, or by an artful Manner of llaQif 
Cafe, either on the one Side or the other ; bccaufe, I 
fey, for my own Part at leatt, tljat I am afraid^ M I 
by fuch Me:xns be perftiaded to think that a gtwd 
which is really a bad one, or that a b^d Csute wMd 
a good one ! and my Fejfs m tliis Refpedt alwsysc* 
Proportion to the Imporunce of the Cale, in wiiKl*'^ 
give my Judgment* 

* After having thus fliewn. Sir, the Danger ©f 
Connfel to be heard before ns, in any Cak whe^^ 
abfolutely neccfTary, 1 mull: obferve^ that wlt^ 
Fads^ we can, in no Cafe fuppofc that Counfel ^^ 
any Information, batfuchas they are inftr tided 
tliofe th:it employ them. In the prefent Cafe it ^ 
tioners that mviil infirudrdiem what Fa£l& they ar^ 
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uh^t Witnefles they are to call for proving thdc ^.^^ . 
what ni^y be the proper Quellions to be pot to ea<^^^^ '^^^^ 
and, if we fuppofe the Petitioners- capable of ^^^tf*^^!!* 
their Coonfel in all thcfc ParticalarSj we mull fj^^^'i^^p^* 
capable, by themfelves of inftriid:ing thii HoafS^ \^^ 
giving us all the Information as to Fa£b, that wt ^^^^v^ 
■ptB. from their CounfeL Ifay, we mull not ofil^ ^ 
th<:m capable of doing it, but I am convinced they ^ 
in a more nr^tural and fnccind Manner, th.-tn the 
Biirriilcr^ equally ^io* Fi€b, Sir, are plain Thin' 
may be difguifed, biit they cannot be cleared up b, 
^uencc ; therefore. In all Cafes where nothing but F 
to be enquired into, the more name reus the Affembly J-" 
h to jndge them, the more Danger there is in pi> — ^ 
to be ftated or fufrvmed up by thofe whole Pror 
eloquent i and for this Reafon I think we oagnt^ m tM\^ 
Tent Cafe, to have all thofe Fa£ts that may be neceflkTY la 
laid before us, ftatcd m the moft plam ^nd nacun! * 
which we may e^peft from the Petitioners tbetDfelve% 
Ginnot from their Counlel. 

' Then J Sir, as to Points of Right or L^w» I de 
think It polTible that any fudi can arife wir 'o ^ 

Convention, As to thofe the honourable > ji Wl 

been pleafed to mention^ I do not think that anycme of tkm 
will be disputed in this Houfe. Surely no Gcmlesnuiiniii* 
Houfewill %, that the Spaniards have a Right to k%td 
any BrilifiivShip upon the HighSca^j Nor do X belief^ ttai 
any Gentleman in this Houie will deoy the ImponajacK ^ 
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intaiion Trade, or dmt it will be expofed to great 

and Inoanv^niences, in cafe the Spaniards fhoiald be 

i-^cd to fearch our Ships failing oq the High Sea$, apofi 

E^retexc, or under any Reilridions. And as to the 

^5 whether we can be fuppofed to have admitted in any 

K^e of fiich ft Search^ by referring all Matters in Difpute 

een the two Nattons to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ? 

a Point in which I think there can be no Qoeftion ; I 

ure no Gentleman in this Houfe will fey^ that from 

a. Reference any fuch Thjng can be fuppofed. If a 

Aiould claim looo Pounds of me^ may not I fubmit to 

his Reafons, and examine hh Vouchers^ though I know 

^"^we him nothing ? Does this SubmilUon fhew any Ac- 

ledgment in me, that that Sum, or any other Sum, is 

y doe ? So far otherwife, Sir, that I fhould think my- 

^ liound in Charity to confer with him upon the Subjeft, 

^lie End that I might have an Opportunity tn convince 

of the Unreafonablenefs of his Demand, or Falfehood 

4> is Vouchers^ and thereby prevent his being induced to 

himfelf by commencing an unjufl Law-3\iit againft me. 

IS, I fay, I fbould think myfelf bound in Charity to do, 

cially if thai NeighbtKir and I were in fuch Ctrcum- 

:5 as made it our mutual Intereft to cultivate a mutual 

Qiip ; and, that this is the Cafe between Spain and USp 

^lieve no Gtntleman will deny. This, Sh, is ajl we 

ave done with regard to the prefent Difputes between 

[pain and us : We have agreed to hear what they have to 

y, for no other End but to convince them that there is not 

icleaft Foundation for the Claims they have lately fet up; 

nd this we have done out of Charity to them, as well as out 

0f Reg:\rd toourown Interellj in order to prevent an open 

Rupture between two Nations, whofe mutual Imerefl it is to 

Kve in mutual Frlendihip, By the Reference we have agreed 

to, we cannot be fuppofed to have given np, or in the leall 

mvalidated any of our Rights or Privileges. We cannot be 

ftippofed to have admitted, in any Degree of any of ihetr 

Claims : At leaft no fuch Suppofition can be made by any 

but thofe who have a Mind to iuppofe fo, only for the Sake 

pf finding Fault with tlie Convention. 

• ThisKation, thank God ! Sir, is far from being in any 
unfortunate Situation. I hope it will never be reduced to the 
fatal Neceffity of giving up any of its valuable Rights or 
PriviJeges.for the Sake of Peace. I hope no Man has anyln- 
Aoenoe in his Majeily's Counfelsj that for any felfifh Con- 
ftderation would advife him to do fo. I am furc his Ma- 
jelly would rejeft fuch Advice with the utmoft Dirdain ; and 
therefore no Man, if he were wicked enough, willbe fo bold 
as to give it, put there are feme Perfons in the Nation, iho' 
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now in this Houfe, who are Enemies to his MajcHy and Im 
Family ; and as fuch Perfotis place alt their Hopes in Infur- 
reftions and Invafions^ chey endeavour to make the World 
believe, that this Nation h reduced to the loweft and nidi 
contemptible Condition, by which they hope to fervea 
dotible Purpofe ; for at the lame I'lme that it Co ntti bates 
towards rendering our own People difaffefledj J hey think it 
will encoutiige Foreigners to invade as^ or provoke us to 
War, by refufing to do us Jullice. This may have fome 
Effecljupon Tome ignorant and unthinking People,but no Man 
of Senk can be fo impofed on ; and it is now, I hope it will 
always be, in our Power» as foon as we think it neceflkry, m 
make owr Enemies feniible, that our Forbearance proceeded 
from our Wildom, and not from our Weaknefs or Pufdla- 
ninuty. 

' From what I have faid^ Sir, it will appear, that none 
of thofe Points of Righ£ that have been mentioned, can comfi 
to be difputed in tliis Houfe ; and furely we have no Occa- 
fion to hear Connfel, as to Points of Right which no Man 
will conteft. Eat now fuppofe they were all to be contcfted, 
even in that Cafe, we could liave no Occafion to take up odf 
Time with hearing Counfel. All the Points that have been 
mentioned, and all the Points of Right that can come 
before us upon the prefent Occafion, are of a pnblick Na» 
lure ; and, with refpeft to Matters of public k Right, there 
are many Getitlemen in this Houfe, that undcrftand tbem 
better, and can explain them more fully and dearly, tba 
any Lawyer, whole Time is chiefly employed in Itudying the 
municipal Laws of his Country I believe there is not a. 
Gentleman tn this Houfe but would chufe, 1 am fure I wotdd 
chafe, to bear the honourable Gentleman himfelf upon fach 
a Subjed, rather than any Lawyer in the Kingdom, It k m 
Matters of private Rigiit of Property only, where the hear- 
ing of Counfel can be of any Advantage to us ; becaufe, as 
fuch Matters are generally more perplexed than Matters 
of a publick Concern, Gentlemen who do no: make it their 
particular Study, cannot be fuppofed to know ali the Laws 
^nd Cujioms that rnay relate to them, or the Precedents by 
which they ougiit to be regulated, 

' In fuch Cafo, Sir, in all Cafes, wherc the private Right 
or Property of any Man in the Kingdom is to be affedied by any 
Thing that is to pafs in this Houfe, I know it is ufual to admit 
their Petitioners to he heard by the Counfel i but I know no 
Jftance where Counfel have been ad mittedj in any Cafe, where 
national Right or Privileges only could be faid to be affe^cd 
I am far from thinking that any national Right or ♦Fri* 
yilegc can be in the leail affected, by our late Convene 
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with Spain ; bat, if tk^ were the Cafe, I think it 
c^uici be a bad Precedent Co adoitc Coimfcl Cd be htzrd 
>cn iuch an Occaiioa. I know the Suhjci^ has a Right 
t a petition^ even upon fuch Occadons : I ihall . al** 
"Hvs he not only for prefervlng tKil Rtght,but forcncourag- 
i^' iKe Fradice. But, in alj Cafes, w^ have a Right m 
ear them or not^ as we feeCaufe^ and in Matters of a pub* 
clc Ccjnccrn we feldom hear them even by themfelvK, In 
(Coney Bills we never do : It is almoft a general Rule, not 
E> much as to receive Petitions againU fuch Bills; and it 
i^uld be extremely inconvenient to introduce liie Praflicc of 
icaring Counlel in Cafes of a publick Nature, If fuch a 
*rafticc (hould become freqnent, our Sefiions of P^liamenc 
*ro\x\d become not only ancualj but cor.tinuaJ* We ftiou^d 
Qe obliged to fit from one Year's End to the other; in which 
CaJe, it wouM be neccffkry to revive the ancient CuHom of 
paying Wages to onr Parliament Men i and, fis Money is 
now of much hh Value than it was when that Cuftom pre- 
vailed, it would likewife become neceflary to inoeafe thofe 
Wage&j which %^onld be a new and a heavy Charge upon 
ail the Counties, Cities, and Boroaghs in the Kingdom. 

* Whoever therefore may be the Parties, Plaintiff and 
Defendant^ when wc come to take this Convention into our 
Conftderation, it muJl, I think. Sir, appear to be a Prcce< 
dent of a very dangerous Nature, to admit the Petitioners a* 
gainfl it to be heard by their Counfel For my own Part I 
am far from thinking, that the whale Body of our Merchants, 
Planters and Seamen^ will appear as Plaintiffs agatnil it. 
What Means may have been ufed for fpiritmg up Petitions 
agatnfl it,I ihall not pretend to determine ^ but,I belie ve^ if any 
Means had been made ufe of for fpiriting up in its Petitioner! 
Favour^ we fhould have had as many Petitions of the one Side 
as the other ; for I cannot but think, that the greatell Part 
of our Merchants, Planters^ and Sea men > will always be for 
preferving Peace, if pofiible. And as to thofe who were con- 
cerned in negotiating this Treaty^ I believe thty think it 
itands in no Need of Counfel for its Jufti£cation : I believe 
they think it will fufficiently ipeak for itfelf ; and there- 
fore will not defire to have it recommended by the Arts of 
Eloquence ; and, as I think the admitting of Counfel to be 
heard againft it^ is not only unneceflary» but in feveral Ref- 
pe^s dangerous i as I think it would be taking up a great 
deal of our Time to little Purpofe, I ftiall therefore conclude 
with moving for an Amendment to the honourable Gentle- 
man^s Motion ; which is^ That the Word #///v^, and the 
Words orCsurrJfl^ may be left out of the QucAion. 
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Sir William Windham* 

Sir, 
' I am glad to Hnd that the honourable Gentleman wM 
fpoke laftj is for fliewing fome Sort of Regard to the Fetkioq 
now before us. I confcfs I had fome Apprehenfions, tiiai 
I his Petition would have been treated as the Petition of the 
City of London again A ihe late infamous Excife Schejse wai 
treated i that you would only have ordered it to lie upon the 
Table ; becaufe, I am convinced the Petitioners * if they a^ 
allowed to be heard, either by themfelves or Counfel^ will 
be able to make out all they have alledged, and more thai 
they have allcdgcd in their PetitioD. 

* Butj for my own Part, Sir, I muft fay, with refpe^ to 
this Scheme of Peace, this Convention now before us, I do 
not think I iland in need of any rnformation the Peticionen 
can give, for alhfting me to form a right Opinion of it. 
Upon the very Face of it, and at firfl Vicw^ it appeals to 
me to be not only the moft difadvantagcoua, btit the moftdif- 
honourable Treaty we ever made. Nothing I think can b 
the leaft excufe our agreeing to it, but our being in the molt 
unfortunate, the mod contemptible Situation^ an inde; 
pendant Nation was ever in ; and this, I am fure the Peti* 
tioners camiot fhew* If we are in fuch a Situation ^ which 
God forbid, it is thoie only who made this Treaty that can 
Ihew it ; but if they ihould tell ns that this was their Reafoii 
for advtfmg his Majefty to ratify fuch a Treaty, it is far 
from being an Argument for our approving it. Unludq'' 
Circumfliances, either at home or abroad, may be a Eedtm 
for fufpending our Refentment, but it can never be a fn^* 
cient ReafoQ for our agreeing to a diftionoumble Treaty; 
and, If we are in fuch Circumllanccs, it is the Duty of this 
Houfe to enquire into the Gondud of thofe who huve 
brought us into fuch Circumftancea^ and to puniih them tor 
their Wicked nefs or Folly ; for thia Nation can never be 
brought into fuch Circumitances but by the extreme Wick- 
ed nefs or Folly of thofe who have been intruflcd with the 
Ad mini A ration of our publick A^airs, 

' This, I fay j Sir, is the Opinion I hare already formed ; 
It cannot be made worfe by any thing the Petitioners #r 
their Counfel can fay againft, and I do not believe i; will be 
made better by any Tiling that can be faid in Favour of this 
Convention. But a^ fome Gentlemen may not yet look uptfi 
this new Treaty, or rather Preliminary to a Treaty, in the 
fame Light I do, and as I think it neceilary we ihould be is 
unanimous as poflible in an Affair of fo great Importance, I 
fhall be for giving as much fair Play a& pofible both to our 
Merchants, and to thofe whom 1 mult upon this Otxaiioo 

look 
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I wlkick cb£j kmsn to bare cmtwmd cm Porpoife to ttalLe m 
f^atiy Ti^cf Spoim, in mil her Hstigltlaac^ ftxll plemle 
I lo vioqckia&. I ^f , Sat. I flull he for girif^ Imb tiiefe 
Fkroci »sBiiidi &ir Plajf as they cajii de£re, asd tJicfdbfc I 
I Jball be fiir al]o«b'i«g tbe F^domers ra be heard by tltemCdvcs 
I or CottiiJid. Whrji we hseve g^vcn them this Libeny, thef 
usay tlKn chafe wliidi dtey dmik beH ; anii as they kitow 
1 thdr own Abilities^ &ad the fe% eimL Matters they havx to lay 
I belbre m, much better than we can pretend to^ they arecer- 
tdnly better Judges than this Houfe cas he* whether it will 
be necf jiaiy for them to h^ve Coanfel i for (inlef& they thtnk 
' it ablblQl^y neccllkxy for them to employ Counfel, we itiay 
epend on it they'll fave thcEufdves the Hjc^nce, 
I am forty to fiod. Sir, that thofe who are agamfl this 
QaeilioD^ iboald think it ceceiTary upon thl& Occafiou to {kv 
uny thifig that may look like a Reflexion opon the learned 
Ccmlemen at the Bar. As they arc not to fet theiiiie]v^e& ttp 
as Judges in any Cafe they arc employed iii, it k their Bufi- 
k tiefs, it is their Dniy, where no palfWibb Fraud appears, to 
H ilate their CHent'i Cafe Id die fiiireft Light they can ; and if, 
B upon one Side ot the QoellioCi the Cak be de^xgdcdly put in 
a confufedr or in a faile deceitful Light, m if any ibphiUical 
Arguments be made life of, it h the Oufmcf^ of thofe who 
Rtc employed on the other Side» to ilate the Cafe in a clear 
Lights to expoie the Falihood or Deceit, and to ihew the 
Sophiftry of the Arguments made ufe of by their Ant^gotijtli. 
This renders it aJmoft impoffible for the Judges^ or indctd 
for any Hearer, to be deceived or impofed on by the Art of 
the Speaker, upon either Side of the Quell ion j and there- 
fore the admitting Couiifel to be heard in any Cafe, either 
of a public k or private Nature* can never be of the iruft 
dangerous Confequence, bo ton the contrary, muft always be 
of great Ufe for giviog the Judges a clear and diilintt Notion 
of the Caie in which they are to give Judgment, and of the 
Arguments that may be made ufe of upon both Sidc£ of ilie 
Quell ion. 

* As the Gentlemen at the Eir are never, in any Cafe 
which they plead, to give their Judgment or their VoCe^ 
they may therefore lawfully, honellly, and honourably take 
a Fee for pleading any Caufc they undertake ; but where a 
Man h to give his Judgment or his Voccj 1 am fnre cvcnr 
Gendcman in this Houfe will agree with me, that it h nei- 
ther honourable, honeftr nor kwful to take a Fee, or my 
Other Reward^ either for fpcaking or voting. He ought 
OQtfomuchas to accept of a Favour^ or a Prefent from 

Kclicr of the PAtties concerned In the Cafe, in which lie is to 
Vot.V. Hhh ^vv^ 





As to Fa£ls, Sir, I fhall 
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allow they sH 
ore plain perhaps than fotne People dcfirt 
lain, that I do not find they can i>e di^ 
mercenary Eloquence in the Kingdom ♦ But^ 
are, it re<|tiire5 fome Art, fome Pra^ice Co fl 
proper Light, HpecialJy where they ai« ni 
various Kinds* But with regard to Fa^s v^ 
Eloquence confillsin relating what are neceflj 
than what are neceiTary ; therefore, for fai 
ought to admit the Petitioners to be heard 
Counfel than by themfelves i for as none d 
tifed in the Art of Speakings they may foi 
give us an Account of fome of the moll mal 
dwell upon others that are nothing to the B 
great deal of our Time may be taken up iti 
Account of Fa^is that are of no great Sigiuj 
at the End we may have but a vtry lame A 
Fads which are the moft materiaL CoiinJfi 
have InflruftioQs from thofc who employ th 
have an Account from their Clients of theP 
proved, and of the WjtnefTes that can proi 
iheCourfe of the Examination fome materia 
hinted at, which the Petitioners did notknoi 
Counfel were prefent at the Bar, they would 
hold offuch HintSj and by putting proper < 
* lave them fully explained : Whereas^ othen 
av t^robflblv rsa^k iirohfprupd nnA hv wk^m 
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Wttkntm fuch AiFairs* ThiiS| Sir^ it appears 
fgard to Fa£tff, if we admit the Fed doners to 
jiiemfelves only^ we may probably Jiave a great 
pur Time taken up, than if we were to admit 
peard by their Gbuuicl, and that we cannot ex- 
^d diftinfl an Account of all the material Fa€ls, 
\ to have in an Affair of fo great Importance, 

probably have a great many Petidons befidcs 
ore us ; as every one of thofe Petitions may 

fome particular Point that affects them onlf % 
tion of Witnefles muH kit for faveral Jy^y% ar.d 
> Points of a very different Nature/ In fuch a 
e fuppofe that any Gentleman^ who has never 
ufmefs^ will be able to fum up the Evidence ? 
entleman of tJus Houfc apply the Cafe to him- 
a lay his Hand upon his Heart and declaie^ 
kinki he fhould be able to fum up the Evidence, 
Dig his being ac<^uainted with, and perhaps ac- 
peak in this Affembly. What then can he 
my Gentleman chat never was of this Houfe, 
^ps fpoke before any public AfTembly ? 
as to Matters of Right or Property, the ho- 
jeman endeavoured 6r£t to (heW| that no fuch 
pome to be difputed before us. Sir^ I believe 
' thia J*Jation, that have been lately difputed 
. not be in the leall controverted before us. No 

to ftand up in this AlTembly, and deny any of 
lat Spain has been lately allowed todifpute with 
(tiiilenc with the Honour of the Nadon to allow 
mted in any Negotiation. That of a frtt Na- 
he open Seas, is a Right fo plain and evident^ 
nfeqaence^ that we ought to have broke off 
Negotiation, as foon as the Spani3j*di5 pretend* 
' and fmce they had pretended to fct up a 
I inconfiffent with this Right, we ought never 
|d our Negotiations with them, till they had 
nquiflied tJiat unjuft Claim, and cjrpref^y ac- 
ur Right. Whereas it now appears, that we 
legotiated, but have treated without any fuch 
i or Acknowledgment ; Nay, we have ex* 
3 Treaty, referred it,' ajnongft others, to be 

^ing of this Reference may be. Sir, what 

jnay be put upon it, is a Matter of Right 
quired into, before we approve of this Treaty, 
Meaning may be put upon it by this Houfe, 
^eman in this Houfe, that we are to enquire 
; Meaning may be put upon it by SpaiUj or by 
t if Ihe Court of Spain, or any foreign Court 
H h h z what^ 
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whativtr, cui fappofe, that by this Rcfereoce w« frnvt^ 
any Degfce admitted of thofe Claims th« SpRni&i^ 

lately fet up agaitift U3, it will vviili them b ' - Mpq 
into Cbntempt ; and fuftly the Parliament : S?i3 

is not to approve of a Tneatf that wUl brmg Great Sri; 
into Contempt^ at any Court m Europe, It is not. Sir, I 
caufe I have a mind m find Faclt with tluA Trrxt/, 
fuppofe this Reference wUl be interpreted a^ tri Afi 
of the moll dangerous Claim Spain has fc ' 
It is becaufe I think fuch a Refcreni:^ csmi 
Iraterpreted, that 1 muft iiitd Fink with tfiia 7 reatj. 
firetends to a Right to fearch our Ships upcm the open 3 
3nd to confircate the Ship and Car^» if one Shillinj'i 
Werth of any Goods be fotind vn Bbard, wfekk ihej m*f 
pkafe to call the Produce or ManufalluTe of their PlanlUfa^ 
This Right, among the reft, we have fcFerrcd tobcifg^iJ* 
ed. Is not this acknowledging the llig^t ? Is ft poSSc tP 
regulate a Right that never was In Being ? Let us put d? 
C^fe the other Way, We pretend^ arw! moft jiiUfy picetti 
to free Navigation on the open Seas. Fcrmetly we fftmi' 
ed to a Dominion over the S^as ; but now we sre TC^utdil 
pretend only to what cveiy indepcn dan t State hjo t R^ 
16 by the I>aw of Nations i and evoci thh Rigijt wc hm^ 
by this Tfeat/j referred to be negulated hy Spanifli PIScBip- 
Icntiaries* Is not this the gteatelt Indignity that cm » «^ 
dependent Nation fubmitted to f Shall we allow SpMlllOpr^ 
fcribe Rules to the Freedom of our Navigation in dieiSiBi 
Sea^ f If we fhould now fay^ we cannot admit of tn? IB 
Thing, Spain may juftly reply, you have alrestdr wixAsi 
it by your preliminary Articles ; the onlv T^tsg die fW* 
porentiaries have to do, is, to fettle and agtiee vpm ^ 
Rules which we are toprefcribe. 

If any Man fhould daim of me. Sir, toot? A m^l 
knew he had not the kaft Pretence for, t fliodd* pestof% 
out of Charity, vonchfafe to hear what lie cotild fay ta Jrf' 
tification of hisCkim^ but I {hould think myfelfa MtdiBi«f 
](■', to avoid a Law^'fuit, I ihould fubmit luch a Claim H 
Arbitration* We have heard the Reafoc$ alJedged by Spatf* 
for every one of the unjuft Claims they have lately fet irtft' 
g^jvt{i u5, Wfe have baxl the Patience to hear t hnn ovti 
and ovtr again, during the long Courfe of our Negotiatiatt* 
We ought, i am fure we could, and I hope we Kjve txfi 
thcm^ that there is no Weight in any of t^e Reaibis^ 
have ^Ikdgejj nor the leaft Foundation for any one t>f lie 
Cbims they have fet Up. This wc might hav^ iftonefif 
once, with pot doing oiirfdves any notable Injimr ; but li 
negotiated too long, and now at laft, by tlijs Xren^, ^ 
h;ive fubmit t^ all the unjoit Ckinis chcjhavt^fct itni^isii 
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LAt la fiicb Afairs. TliQSt Sir^ ft a.ppetn 
it, whh regaj^d lo FsBb^ if we ^mlt ihe Fetitloooi co 
liesnl bf tlieixifelres only, we tn^y prob&bty lure a g;rca:t 
1 iiMire of our Time tiken up, than if we wcfe to aHomit 
ai bo be beai«i by their Co\m(c]f and iIiac we caimoc ex- 
jfc jb jbll and diillBO ao Account of aU the material Fa&s, 
we ov^lic to have iti as A£ur of iit great Ifoportmce. 
f ne £all proiiably have a gitat many Feddoos bcidei 
bt£are as ; ai every cue of tboile Fetidooi stay 
of feme pajticulai FotDt that dFecb thou mif i 
of Whaefe maft ka f&r (tvcol jfoyv acil 
fdaie Id Ftmi^ of a teiry d&iriat Natme. !■ &cb a 
£e, taxL wt %f>ofe lihat any GranknaB. wbo kn never 
[k k kis Bofiwfi^ wiSl be able lo fan ^ tke EHieacr I 
rvery Gesdcmaa «f tiiii Hon&^fif tbeOdetti^- 
: Let lui» lay hk Hand igioai liis Heait md drdair, 
sAer be Aiii^ be AfioU ^ able ta Iot op tk Eri^QC^ 
bii beiw f ipuiinl VAb. aid wfilutii ac- 

aay Gnrirro Am mmr mm of AmBaA, 

lafii I^Dlcebdbnt ai^ pAiie AfiaaUy f 

, m i&litfieD«r uAt m Pisfcsty, tleie- 

Mcarancs ux to Amr* one qd seal 

(^ ihb Jittt^ dM faic fca iMdf A%w4 
faiw^iftrl 
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Aoy Decree admitted of chofe CUim3 the Spaikiftfd 
hfcly fecopigiinft ii% it wiTl wild iheiii brings tbk 
ififDCbnimpe; aod Hunety cfaePiritainent of &Pe^ 
^ HOC 10 approve of a Trt^^ that mtt bring Gf«at 
^» Osiliem{:t, at any Court in £utt>pe. It 15 nor, Sifi 
caittfe I Isvt a niiiid to find FsmIi with dilfi Treafy 
ilMiip diis R^fis^oice will be i n e eipp etrf m an Aci 
«f ae Boft daagemus Claim Spain h^ fet ii^&g^mft 
Jt^tecanfe I tkink fuck a Eefetmcr csnttet be 
^ttrfMid, ^t I mud find fmk vHch tftb Treety, 
fMM^ td a lUghc tD fesTch our 5Mps upon tiie open 
aii to ttnilbtE tiie Ship aid Cki^^ if <siifc 
H^Mft «f ai^ Goc3ds be foiQQd dh Bo^, wbkk lii^ 
iklfr to caB lie Fnxktce or Manuj^ mtr of their ^ 
^n^^J^^l^ 93ma^ die reft^ we li^rc referred lo be 
«k ^Mff Ab «ckiKi«ledgtiig the Rmfit ? If It 
njjjtak' % Rigjittliit aevcr was- ia Seing ? Let «epat 
Cuit Aft «dberW^. We fRtend, ^ml moK jullBf 
to ftto tltoiytMJtt oa t^ o«B Se». Formrrlr we 
1I to 4 Duarnirnn cttr Ae Sg^s ; botnowwemm 
^ to "wbac cvcff bdepCBcltfiC Scate^^as 
ilto vF PMGitoB % SB9 cvBt uxis Rigiit' we 
rm^ irfaitto^ftiaiaedbr S^ponifti ' 
kvotltat tefltom bi^iut^ tint ever 

itof SbaAwraSow Spatiito{[to 
totltontoteitf OBT ffavipms m ^tjam 
9m* »>mtmMmm %^ vecoKt aantarnfU 

H^^' ^N3«rp«&BslwTAiBUi; he odlTTIras tlteFlai- 
MoaUtoniB l»£«e it> dov s, to iecde n ^ree npiaD diA 
Ssdm whk^ weoie ai fie f u^ cL 

Ifasj lAaii ftoold daim of to^ Sv^, fccc/. wim^l 
knew ^ M«ot telE^ ^Ettnee^ I ibootd, I»fe|>^ 
ms of Ckan^^ voaii^&& to h^f whst Ir coi^ &v la W> 
r^cidcii of lusClum* tRtf liltDdd Anfcmrfelf g Maiteafl, 
AVOftd a Law-lbil; I ftooU ttant fi&di a Ciaimto 
^M^^ifiOOn. We^sve^eaf€ci>eReafeeaIle^;»ibf $|M« 
mt of^ aaftcft Claims tki^ to0« lately let up ft> 
n wn oa^ie ads imfc niQEsm to ocar *™^"" owcr 
' a^?sitt« 4tiij^^ ose loc^ Onne cf ok' Nggjtfiatiw^ 
W« €wbc» 1 a» ^ne we ooiiid, asd I Ikope we bavv ftnm 
l^beii^^t i^ete is la Wel^ masifofdeR^dotodcy 
l—i ifipk iftTotsiktiQBfer ai^eieort)^ 

qlff^ ^ "^^ *^ w%ls lave dBoefor 

ooetj wikliou: . H«t$ auij aomlel^m^; tpotfvo 

mtgpfc£ited ^ao . Bo«^ at laft, li^ ttos Trohr, wt 

l^f o £ihi8iet)Bd all i^iti^Qft CbsBSi^eylBfei^tiipmiBft 
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Arbkratldi. They muft have b«en convinced long aiui» ti om, u* 
m now, that they had no reaibiiable Pretence for refufujg *^i*-i«- 
Ltts Juftice J but, if they were not> olb we hope that 
^ will be more tra^ble, or Icfs obfiiiute, in conferring^ 
1 we have already found them in negp dating f Can we 
t€t that the Arguments of Mr. Keene the Plenipotentiary 
kavc greater Weight than the ikme Arguments had 
urged by Mr. Keene the Envoy } No, Sir, they wjl} 
&w admit him to fay# * You have no Right to fearch owr 
s upon the open Seat , onder any Pretence wkitfcever t* 
will tdl him, * You have already^ by the preliminary 
Ivfentioii, admitted oar Right ; your on[y Bufmefs now 
popofe to oor Plenipotentiaries fuch Regubdons as 
iiy make our Right of fearching as little hartfui to your 
'c as poffible*' This is what I am convinced the Spa- 
s will fay ; and whether or no they may have a Right 
the Wonds of thb Treaty to fay fo, is a Queltion of 
bt^ which we ought to hear argued by Counfel, before 
Judgment apon this Convention. If there be the 
cence &ir their %mg fo, they have already got a 
^ at Advantage over us, by his Majefty's Ratification ; but 
^ey will get a much greaterj by the Parliament's Approba- 
I t)f that Tfcaty^ which Airnilhed them with fuch a Pre- 
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* {am glad to hear. Sir, from the honourable Gentlcmaji* 

thm the Nadon is fiir from being in any unfortunate Situa- 

lioii ; becaufe he ought to know, and I am convinced he 

i^v^O" fpcaks contrary to what he thinliG ; but whatever w« 

m^xy think or fay within Doors, I am afraid a very differeni: 

O^vnitm general Jy prevails without Doors. The People do 

aot judge from what they hear, but from what they fee and 

fecL "Vhsy have felt themfelves infulted, plundered, and 

CToel'ly tii'ed^ by the Spaniards ; They have as yet found no 

Reparation, iror do they know of any Vengeance that ha^ 

been taken. On the contrary, k is well known both abroad 

and u iwmc, that we have tamely fubmitted to repeated In- 

foJts and Depredations for many Years. We have fubmitted 

^ long, that the Spaniards feem to think they have acquir^'d 

& Riiglit by PrefcripUon to pltmder our Aierchants, and a- 

fafife om Seamen as often as they have a mind. Piom our 

fuffering foch Injuries and Indignities to pafs unpunifhedj 

uot on^ our own People, but tvtry Foreigner that hears of 

it, may have fome Reafon to conclude^ that the Nation i^ 

in a y^ik and confiemptible Condition , or that fome of thofe 

that have m .bifluence in our Counfelst are flayed by Mo* 

tives inconfiJicnt with the Honour and Inteicft of their 

Co umry. It is not ifom the Reports of his Majefty's Ene- 

fpks^ but from the Conduft^ qf his Majeily's MiaiAerSj 
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iny one, either at home or abrciadj that fi^spoifei thk 
tion CO be in a^n unfortunate Sttoation, it muft be unputei 
hut Majcfty's Mmifters, who, in this Rcff?e(S, tmght ii 
be juflly called his MajeJly'sgreaicft and moft diDgereoa 
Demies. 

* In the Cafe now before us. Sir, we ought to coafider w 
thcr what the People without iDoors may thmk, or wlat 
Foreign Nations may think, than what %ny piiztkiilai Geo 
leman 6f this Houfe nuy think of our prefent Situzdos. 
From our pa ft Conduct, J amafra^id. Foreign Hxtiiiiis hsit 
already begun to fttim a ?ery unfavourable Opmloa cxf our 
Circumftances ; but, if they fliould fee aTi^atj appiyred 
of by Parliament, containing any Words that can be ism- 
preted a^ an AdmiHion of a Right, which no lodependCBt 
Nation ever jubmitted lo, tfaey muft Ibrma moH auceoip- 
tible Opinion of U5^ and certainly will treat us accodinglf. 
Therefore^ I think it is abfolutely necefEary for as to hear 
Counfel, upon what ntay be thought to be the Import of tlist 
general Kcference, which feems to be the chief Artide of 
this Treaty. 

* I do not <|ueftion^ Sir, but that there arc feveral Gen^ 
tie men in thi^ Houfe^ who are prfttty < weU aoqcainted with 
the Law of Nations, and the Nature of Treaties ; I have 
(me in my Eye, who mufl beal]o^?e4 to be a g^eat MaAer in 
this W^y ; for tho^ he never made it hi&Pjoimon, he isweD 
known to have had ^eat Practice ; and^ I make no Boubt 
of our having his Aflifttince, when this Treaty comes to be 
explained. But no Gentleman, who never made this Stody 
his Profefllon, can be fuppofed to be To well acquainted widt 
% as thofe that do. In one of our Courts of Juliicfi^ I 
mean our Court of Admiralty, we know that the Bariirtcrs 
or Advocates are obliged to make this Study their paiticular 
Profeflion ; and es our other Barrifters may happen to be 
employed in Appeals from that'Collrt^ moft of them aie 
obliged to make tbemfelves thorough Mailers of the Law of 
Nature and Nations, efpecially with regaid to mantimeAf' 
fairs- Thereforej when an impoitant Queilion of any fuch 
Nature is like to come before us, it muH always be of great 
Ufe to hear Counf^l, before we |iva our Opinian upon tlw 
Queflion. 

* In any fuch Cafe, Sir, otir admitting Counfel to be heard 
can never be a dangerous Precedent, If it were eftabli 
as a general Rule, it could be attended wifth no bad Coj 
quence i becaufe fuch Cafes rarely occur, But^ if they were 
much more frequenc, it would be no Argument againU 
doing our Duty, which is, in all Cafte, to endeavour to bs 
ffioroughly injormri before we give our Opinion, If thi 
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mvid pn^ng oarSeffimis of Parlmment, and if the Length 

vtf our SeiTions fhould make it nece^ry to revive th^ ^jideDC 
!afiom of pavuig Wages to our ParlJaiDeiit Men, I aumot 
tiiink that either would be a Lofsto the Nadoi!, or an In- 
novation ofoarCouftitiition. The kit would certainl^r be 
mn Advanmge, becaufe it would make our little Boroughs do 
as many of them have fbrmerly done : it would make 
them petition to be freed from the Burden of fending Bur- 
gefles CO Parlbment ; and if no little Borough iu the King- 
dom fent a Member to this Houi'e, it w^uld, in my Opinion^ 
be an Advantage co the Nation, and an Improvement of ouv 
Conllktution ; becaufe the People would be much more e- 
qually re pre fenced, 

'But now, Sir, fuppofe it were allowed to be an cfta- 
blilhcd Rule in our Proceedings, never to admtt Counfel to 
be heard in any Cafe, where no private Right or Property is 
concerned; yet this could be no Argument again ft our ad- 
mitting Counfel to be heard with regard to this G>nvention ; 
becaule it muft be granted, that the private Property of great 
Numbers of his MjijeJly's Subjects is deeply concerned. The 
O^itns of our Merchants, the Property they have been 
robbed of, amounts to above 400,000 Pounds, The very 
Petitioners now before us have a great Share in this Proper-^ 
iy; and ihall we fay their private Property is no way con- 
cemedi when that whole Claim is to be given up for 95,000 
Pounds I Can a Man^s private Property be faid to be no 
way concerned, when he Ends himfelf In Danger of being 
obliged, by Authority of Parliament, to accept of Ic fs than 
Bve Shillings in the Pound, from a Debtor who docs not fo 
much as pretend to be Bankrupt or Infolvent ? 

' The People of Georgia and Carolina, Sir, have a Pro- 

kperty in the Lands they poflefs, founded upon what ought to 
be held one of the moh facred Rights in the World, the 
King's Granty and their own Jnduftry ; and can their Pro- 
perty beiaid to be noway concerned ^ when Limita areto be 
fettled, by which fume of ■diem muft, and, for what they or 
we know, all of them may be Aript of their Poi&Hions ? I 
fay. Sir, fomeof them muft^ and all of them may 1 for if we 
happen to be infc^ed with the fame complaifant Humour 
when we conclude the definitive Treaty, with which wefeem 
to have been infefkd when we concluded the Preliminary 
Articles^ I do not know but the Whole, or a great Part of 
South Carolina may be made a Prefect for keeping the Spa- 
niards in good Humour, At ieall, fome ot the Southern 
Parts of Georgia jnufl; be given up; for it would have been 
ridiculous in us to refer the Limits between the Spaniards and 
» IK in Florida tp be fettled by Plenipotentiaries, if at the fame 
■ Time 
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'^' * ' wh^t Mw thai pretend^ to- 

* The Smith -Sesi Company, Sir, have a Right and Fj* 
|)eity in the Aflieiito Concra£t ; a Property that wooM bn 
been a great Value to them, as well as to the Nation, if « 
hfid taken Care to refenc in a prpper Maaner every ffi^ 
fion that was madb upon h. C&n it thesi b& iidd, ihsttk 
private E^mperty of the South-^Sca Company i£ no way 
cerncd in a Treaty, when by the fojidaiiifntal Article li 
that Treaty, I mean the King of Spain's i>«diianon,i' 
gpeed upon with reciprocal Accord, we have, in fome Ma 
lure^ acknowledged hia Right to fufpend the AiSentote 
ui^t unlefs that Company fa^e^l 5 her fe If to pay, wttoi 
fhort Term, a large Stim of Money, which he has nogtBi 
Right to demand, and which, though he had, be oy^ v 
allow ia Part of P^ymeat of a modi greater Sum doe 1^ ^^ 
to them? 

* Sir, the private Property of the South-Sea Cominsf 
muft be (b deeply concerned in any Qjiefticjti that cm comfl 
before us renting to this Convention, and hm^ m my 0|i- 
nion, been fo greatly injured by our receiviug or sgreetwV 
this Declar^tiof}, that I am furpriied they were not the mk 
m petition a gain (I the Convenrtoti. I know of no Moo 
that hai^e been made ufe of, cither publick or privMit, Sbh 
fpiriting up Pedtions againft it^ accept tJiat of its bdag 
prmted and puhlifhed : I believe there wms no Qfftfe^ Bpr 
makmg ufe of any other Means. But^ if the Sooth-Sa 
Company do not petition againft it, I ihrnH he totmaod 
that fome under-hand Means have been made nfe offivfit* 
venting fuch Petitions $ and from thence^ I ihail be apt • 
fufprd that^ if it had been poflible to procijne any ocic ft&* 
tion in it3 Favour, no proper Means would have been wakntas^ 

Sir, I think I have made it appear, that tte private ho- 
perty of a great m^ny of his Majeily^s Sufaje^s, n«K b 
concerned in any Quellion that can come before m iciia| 
to this Convention: I think it is eyideBt^ that the f^aum 
Property of thofc whofc Petition we have now befoe •» 
muft be deeply concerned : And therefore, if Counliel nt 
ever to be heard in any Cafe where private Property n coa- 
t^rned^ they ought to be heard whea we come m tslce thtt 
Convention into our Confideration« For wiilcJl Eoifbtt I 
Aiall be for agreeing to the Motion without aaj 
ment< 
m Tiiiiot, Eiqj John Talbot, l^i 
Sir, 

* Tho* I am fer from thinking it danger ous lo 
fel upon any Cafe whatever, yet I camiot tijc^c it ai aimm 
tieceiTary ; and ia Parliajncnt^ Afikirs^ when it i$ mot i& 
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lutt]y neceflkfy^ I muft thmk it ought not to he allowed] i 
aufe, by fo doing, we take up a great deal of our TimCp 
i«i lay thofc who Jiave Bufmefs. before us under a Tcmpta- 
fcn, at leaitj of putting themfelves to Expenceto no Pur* 
■*«^fc This I Sir, U far from being a new Opinion^ or a new 
^ay of thinking ; for however ncceflary fomc may think 
to hear CounfeJ in every Cafe tliat comes before Parlia- 
tut, or before our Courts of Juftice^ ic was not thought fo 
old: So far otherwife, that by the Common law of 
*isglandj neither the Plaintiff nor Defendant, in any of 
^^\jr Courts df Juftice, could appear by his Attorney, without 
~tlie King's fpecial Licence lignified to the Court, by his 
^/ric or Letter : Eviery Man oi old was obliged both to pro- 
i^ttte and defend his Suit in his own Perfon ; and upon 
* liis Ctiflom, the learned Coke obfenreS| that it made Law- 

I^uits lefs frequent, whicli, I belie ve, was no Lofs to the 
kingdom, in general, whatever Inconvenience it mighi b» 
to particular Pcrfons , 
I may fay upon the pfefent Occafion, that it would be 
^ very unadvifable to introduce the Cuftom of permitting every 
^^ Man to be heard by bi^ Coanfel, that might think himfelf 
^B aggrieved) by any Regulation propofcd in Parliament for 
^H |he publick Good> In fome. Cafes of an extraordinary 
^M ^atnre this perhaps has been alkiwed i but it cannot yet be 
^M fmd to be an eUablilhed Cuilom ; and I hope it never wilh 
^1 In Cafes where the Rights and Properties of private Men ap- 
^1 pear to be concerned, it may fometimes be necinkry to hear 
H Counfet ; but even in fuch Cafes, wt ought to diftinguifli 
between thofe in which feme nice Point of Law may pro- 
bably arife, and thofc in which no fuch Point of law can 
come to be canvafled before us. In Cafes of private Rigbt 
or Property, where fome rice Point of Law may probably 
sirife. It becomes neceifary for us to have that Point argued 
by Counfel learned in the Laws of the Kingdom ; and for 
that Reafon we ought, in fuch Cafes, 10 admit the Parties 
cjf Petitioners to be heard by themfelves or Counfel : But ia 
Cafes where no fuch Point can be expected to arife, not- 
withflanding there being fuch as may affeft the Property of 
fome private Men, it is no Way neceflary ; nor ought we to 
take up our Time with liearing Counfel as to Fafts, or dear 
Points of Law, which every Gentleman in the Houfe may 
comprehend as readily and as full y^ as the mofl learned Law- 
yer that can be brought to plead before us. 

This> I believe. Sir, will be allowed to be the Cafe, 
with regard to the Convention The Rights of fome private 
Men may perhaps be aWc^ed by fome of the Rcfolution* 
%ve tnay come to upon that Occafion -, but no one, I thinks 
can cxpe£l, that any difficult Point of Law, relating to that 
Vol. V> lii Ri%lat 
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Aoai li oe9. iL Right or Property, can come to be difputed p And if m the i 
iZ^ j?! , of our Examination fome Point of Law ihould arifej w 
may be thought proper to be cKpUined by Counfcl, we 
then order, that the Petitioners fliall then be heard by th( 
felvee or Counfel^ as to that Point only. t^^ 

• In this Way, Sir, wc may favc ourfclves a great deal 
Time and Trouble ^ and may prevent the Petitioners ^ 
themfelvc* to a needlefs Expence ; and if this Meihod 
cHabliihed as a general Rule In all our Proceedings, cvco 
CiCes where the Right or Property of private Men may 
aiFe<^ed, no Mxn could fay it would be any Way incoui 
ent with our Conftitution ; for in criminal Cafes of the higl 
eil Nature, in Cafes of Felony^ the Prifoner is not admitl 
^ be heard by Counfrl, unlcfs upon the Trial fome Point 
law arifes, and then he is to be heard by Counfcl as to tl 
Foint only ; and even in Cafes of High Treafon our Conffih" 
ttition was the fame, tiJl k wa» altered by a late Statute I. 
for where the Law is plain, there is certainly no Oceifioa 
Ibr Counfel in any Cafe either before Parliament or any infe- 
rior Court of Judicature ; and as to Fads, they ought to be 
^related and explained fo ai to make the Truth appear by 

irhc Dcpofitions of hone ft and fincere Witncfles, and not hy 
the GloiTes that may be put upon them by ingenious and art- 
ful Pleaders. 

* Therefore, Sir> by the amientForm of ourConftitutioa 
which I think, for the Sake of Difpatdi, ought to be ob- 
ferved as a Rule in our Proceedings, we have no prefeDt 
Occafion to order the Petitioners to be heard by their Counfet. 
Nay, they themfelves ieem to be confcious that it ought not 
to be done ; for they have not fo much as petitioned to be 
heard by themfelves or Counfel, they have petitioned only in 
general to be heard. If any Queftion fhould arifc relating to 
Matters of publick Right, or the Meaning of Words in this 
or any other Treaty, we have the good Fortune to have h- 
Teral Gentlemen amongft us, that can fpeak to it as fiill/t 
and as learnedly, as any Counfel the Petitioners can employ; 
and as an Addition to our good Fortune in this Refpe^, I 
believe, thofe Gentlemen will not be all of one Side ; I even 
hope they will be of different Opiniona, in order that we 
may hear the Point as fully argued in that Cafe^ as we ufii^ 
aily do in other Cafes of the fame Nature. Then asioma-^ 
naging or fumming up the Evidence, we have the fame good 
Fortune. We have Gentlemen amongft us, that are as ca- 
pable of putting proper QueHiom to the Witnefles daring 
the Examination, and fumming up the Evidence after the 
Eatamination is finillied, as any Lawyer that ever appeared at 
our Bar ; and afi fome of thofe Gentlemen may probably be 
ef the fame Opinion with the Petiuoners, &nd fome of 3 con- 



1^ Opinion^ we may exped to hkvt the Examination 
til m^uiAged, and the Evidence fully fummed np on both 

* I am farprized. Sir, any Gendematt can Imagine, that 
Is of our Time will be taken up in heailng the Petitioners 
atk by themfdves and their Counfel^than in hearing them by 
kcmfelves only : For the Cafe is really that if you order them 
* be heard by thctnf elves or Counfel, they will chufe to have 
loynfel, not beca.ufeit k nece^ry, but becaufe after the Coun- 
tl have opened the Subjed Matter of their Complaint, 
ich. of them as can fay any Thing upon the Subject, will 
ic called as Witnefles, and niay in that Shape fay as much, 
ind take upas much of your Time, as if they were to be 
aeard by them fclvc* only. By this Means they will have 
ilc Advantage of having their Cafe twice laid before you, 
md in a two-fold Manner, 6ril: by their Counfel, and then 
by themfelves ; and therefore, I think, it is certain^ they 
l^ni chafe lo be heard by their Counfel^ in cafe you give 
them Leave. 

' But there is another Reafon, Sir, why I think they 
viU chufc to be heard by their Counfel,which,in my Opinion, 
rught to be a ilrong Reafon with us not to hear them hy 
!}ounfel. 'Tis certain we have not obtained fo much by 
his Convention as fome fanguine People might ex* 
it€t z *Th certain we never did obtain fo much hy any 
Treaty we have made, nor ever Ihall by any Treaty wc 
an make. Wife Men will always give up fomethmg 
f what they may have Reafon to expcftj rather than rifle 
be Whole upon the doubtful Event of a War ; and 
fhat they do give up, will always be in Proportion to the 
3iance that is again ft them. To fet this Chance in itj pro- 
er Light J the Power of your Enemies and your own Weak- 
ph muft be truly reprefented, without magnifying either the 
nc or the other ; but as it h, ajid always will be, unpopular to 
ilk of tlie Strength of your Enemies, or of your own Weak- 
ds, therefore the popular Side of the QueHion will be always 
gain^ any Treaty or Convention you can make ; and as there 
\ always the greatefl Scope forEloquence npon tbe popular Side 
f any Queilion, the Petitioners will certainly cbufc to hav€ 
B much Eloquence upon their Side as poffible, and for that 
tirpofe will chufe to have Counfel, if we give them the 
iberty . But with us this ought to be a Reafon for not ad- 
litting them to be heard by their Counfel ; becaufe we are 
y confider, not what is moft popular, but what appeals 
rom the prefent Circumi^ances of Things to be uioft for the 
mblick Good. As this is certainly the Duty of every Mem- 
ler of this Hoafe^ I do not believe that ajiy Gentleman, 
Hi z wh^ 
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dofe Mkmht^^M^ mCgmM, ^ 
i>«at di^ flttf 67 to At Aa^eaoe, 

F«ft of on^ Ttar *^ ^ isvi^biify okoi^^ a It 
ioril HaiaMn Bpo* the lUiMi ml StPApk of tL 
^oOy apoa i£e Camip of 4isr Pooffe, and v^am oat «r I .^^ 
like Exploiii is hmer Ag^ 1 - ^ 

* I hope I hsLre cow &ewii« Sir^ diat ic iloei not jet SP'I ^^^ 
pear to OS* thai k wtii \m W17 Way o^cfiuj Ibrw to bit r^ 

fore, I hope I fhalt becacalpl, Sl^^mj Vote br 
rocndmeci propokd^ 
Samoet Saody^ E^ 
Sir, 
!7^i,|ji ' The Gentlcmai who hzrt fpoke npoa diis Ocaifln, s- 
gamll admitdng the PetitioDcii to be beafd hf Comlii, f^ 
me in Mind of the old fabuloiu -Story of Prmirms^ Wta 
they find rhemfclvcs like to be oTercotQe in ooe SliapCt tlxt 
tarn themfelvcs to another. In the former Pact of di& De- 
bate they told ii<» CoQnfel was never to be heajd^ but it 
Cafes where the Rights or Propcrtira of private Men wee 
J ike to bp affx;fted» by what was to come under the Onifi^ 
ration of Piirliament. In Anfwrr to this, it was, I dunkt 
-don on fl rated, that the Right and Property of priva^ Men 
mufl be greatly alFeded by this Convention, efpccially if it 
(hould meet with the Approbatron of P^fibment. This tbcy 
could noi deny, and therefore they have now turned thcmfelves 
into another Shapc^ by fay ing,that Counfcl are not to be heard, 
even where the Property of private Men may be afire<^ed,ankl« 
{owe nice Point of L^w, relating to that private Property, a rife, 
during the Gourfcot the Examination This they fay^ ought to 
be the Rule in all our Proceedings. They could not fay it b, 
or that ic ever was a Rijle. They could not fay fo ; for every 
one knows, that it i* contrary to the whole Ten our of owt 
Proceedings, as far back, as we can trace our Journals* k 
would be ridiculous to attempt to Ihew it to be fo by Frccc^ 
dents : Tiicy arc fo numerous that they may be faid to be 
numberlefe* But what is ftiU more extraordinary^ they have 
endtHvoured to ihew, that this ought to be a Rule. 
by mentioning fome old Cuftoms* which, becaufe of the 
Inconvchiencc* or Injuflice of them, have been ^bw 
« |itfd. 




i 4^9 ) 

f in ttjcient Times, Sir* it was perliapfi a Rule, tliat na *"**/*£?'" 
fliould be zUowod to fue or defend br his Attorae^, K^/^^V^^ 
icbout the Ki&g^'s licenfe ', an^ thi^ could be attended witb 
iHEtle Incovenienee to theSolgefl, whilil ainsoft all dnim 
heaid and determined in the County where the Parties 
ded : But us fooQ as the Xing*s Courts began to be lixed 
Weftminftcr, it was BeceiBuj to sJlow every Man to fue 
defend by his Attorney ; for which Rcafon the King's 
Licenfe became a Writ c^ Courfe^ and at lafl, as being a 
Ifticcdjefs ExpcDce to the Suitors, wzs intirely laid afide i fa 
fthat for foroe hundreds of Tears pafi. Parties in all ciril 
'aufes have been confiantly allowed, without any Warram 
the King's Writ or Letters -Patent, to appear by Attor- 
ney, and to have their Caufe pleaded by Cbunfd ; which 
^Vithont doubt makes Law -Suits more frequent than they 
ivould other wife be j for if Parries were now obliged to at- 
' tend B, tedious Law-Suit, and negleft all their other Bafineis, 
no Man would either profec^tc or defend his Righ(^ unlefi 
it were of a very great Value. 

* Thenj Sir, as to criminal Caufes, I know that thofc 
Krho were accufed of Treafoa or Felony, were not of old 
allowed Counfel, unlefs fome dlfHcult Point of Law hap- 
pened to be ftartcd upon the Tryal ; becaufe, as our Law** 
yers fay, the judges are to be of Counfel for the Prlfoner* 
£ut every M^n will, I believe, grant, that this was a Seve- 
rity, introduced in favour of the Crown, nor very favoura- 
ble for the Subje^. Our Volumes of State -Trials will make it 
^Ppear^ how feldom the Judges have afted the Pari of being 
Counfel for the Prifoner. They often appear rather to have 
afled the Pan of being Counfel a gainil him, and have treated 
a Man as ^ Tray tor befqje he waj condemned either by God 
or his Cpuntry. Thank God I with regard to Treafon, we 
have got free of being obliged to have none other but fupK 
Counfel ; We have got this ridiculous Cufiom altered by 
Means of the Revolution, which has in fome Meafurc re- 
stored our original ConAitutJon, though not fo fully as it 
ought to have done ; for a Revolution introduced and efta- 
blimcd upon the Principles of Liberty ought to have rooted 
out every Stem of arbitrary Power^ whereas in fome Cafe* 
]t may rather be faid to have planted it ; which fbews 
the Weaknefs of human Forcfighr, and how nectflHiry 
it is for the Patrons of Liber^ to be always upon their 
Guard. 

• With rcfpc^ to Felonies, *tis trae, Sir, the antSent 
Cuftom Itill remains j but I am furprifed it haa not in this 
Cafe iikewife been altered by Statute. 'Tis better twenty 
Guilty efcape than one Innocent fuffer ; ami I am convinced, 
M% Cullom has been the Occafionof many an innocent Man* a 9 
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being condemned, who, if he Hid been allowed 
woM have made his Innocence as bright at the SunfbiJ 
'Tjs impofftble for an ignorant Man to tell when a Pcjiot 
Law arifea i and the more innocent he is, the more ignon 
we may fuppofe him : Thofe that are never guiky of 2 
Crime, are feldom at the Pains to ftudy the criminal Lawil 
the Kingdom, or the Methods of Trial in fach Cafci j 
therefore the more unfit are they, of ihemfclvcs, to coa 
the Examination of WitneflTes, or to take notice, and] 
the proper Advantage of a.ny Point of Law that 
in the Couf fe of the Examination. They jnu£t 
tirdy upon their Judges, and the Judges may in the 
Fclonit^ behave as they have hitherto done in the Cafe 1 
Trcafon : They may brow-beat the Prifoner, and ther< 
prevent hi3 taking notice of, or infixing iipon thofe Poia 
of Law, which he may have good Reafon to infift on. 

• But, Sir, whether this Cullom of allowing Perfons i 
cufod of Treafon ot Felony to have Goiinfel^ be a h^hU 
Cuftom or not» k is a Cuilom that has always been obierral 
by Parliament* Was thercever aPerfon accufed in Pailia- 
ment of any Crime or Mifdemcanorj that was not alJowd 
Counfe], if he defircd it ? In Bilk of Pains and Pendtiei, iie 
not thofe agiiinll whom the Bill h de6gned, always albwd 
to be heard by their Coonfel againrt the Bill ? In Ijtiprad*- 
mcnts in the other HoQfc^ the Perfon impeached, tboagk 
for High Tseafon» has always been allowed Counlclj treii 
when the Cufl-om prevailed of not allowing Counfel to Pef* 
Ions that were to be tried forfuch Crimes in inferior CovirtL 
It is therefore wrong to draw Arguments from what is noWj_ 
or ever was the Praflice of inferior Courts^ for fhewing wK 
is or ought to be thePradiice of Parliament j and if ive ' 
low the Co Horn of inlerior Courts with regard to Treafoi 
and Felonies J the Petitioners ought to be allowed Coaafel, I 
our Treaty- makers none. 

* However, Sir, as this Cuftom was never yettntrodu 
into Parliament, if our Treaty -makers, upon their TrcaP 
being cenfured by Parliament, which I hope it will, (hou 
be' profccu ted either by a Bill of Pajns and Penalties* cw 
any other Parliamentary Method of Proiecution, I fliould I 
for allowing them more Favour than fomc of their Frie 
feem willing to e^llow to the Petitioners: I fhould be for 
lowing them to be heart! by their Counfel againft any fuck 
Bill or Proiecution. 

' It is a little extraordinary to fay, we muft not allow the 
Petitioners to be heard by their Counfel, becanfe they Iwre 
not exprelly petitioned for k. Sir, they have petitioned tO 
be heard, but they have been fo modeit as to leave it 
(» us to appoint which Way they Qiill be heard. Th 
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betb, and confide ring the Union of the £wo Kingdon 
England and Scotland, and the great Improvements ive have 
made in our Trade and Plantaciona, fincc the C^cen^s RelgOp 
tho' wc have been upon chat Decline for ibme Years pall, I 
mufl think we are now more powerful than we were at that 
Time; and yet that wifeQaeen was fo far from bearing 
tamely any Injury that was olFered by the Spaniards, that 
file ^ways purfued chern with immedia^ Vengeance, and 
provoked them to Battle in every Corner of the World, 
Therefore, if Spain is not to be alTifted by any of the other 
Powers of Europe, we [^ could be under no Neceflxty to ac- 
cept of this Convention ; and if the Spaniards are to be 
fupported by France, in the unjuH Claims they have fet up 
againfl us^ and the Piracies and Cruelties they h^ve com- 
mitted upon our Merchants and Seamen, I mult fay, we 
have (hewn a great deal of C^mplaiiance to that Kin^om, 
for almofl thefe twenty Years pail, to very little Parpofe. 

* But thefe Things, Sir, the Counfel that are lo be heard 
for the Petitioners can have nothing to do with. They are 
only to (hew us what wc have given up, or what we may 
be fuppofed to have given up, by this Treaty; and the Con* 
fequences of the Conceffions we have made, or are like ta 
make, with regard to the Nation in general^ and with re- 
gard to the Rights and Properties of the Petitioners in par* 
ticular* It is this Houfe only, that is to confider^ whedier 
ive are in fuch CircumHances as to render it nece(&ry 10 
make fnch Cpnceffiom, The Counfil have nothing to do 
with, nor can they be fuppofed to know^ any Thing either 
of the CircumHances of thi$ Nation, or of the Circumflanoei 
of our Enemies; therefoine we cannot exped to hear from 
them any Bond Harangues, either upon otir own Strength or 
Courage, or upon the Weaknefs and Cowardice of our Ene- 
mies ; and confequently we need not be afraid of having our 
Time taken up with hearing elotjuent Addreifes made by 
them to the Galleries. But after they have £niibed and 
;iie withdrawn^ I ihall expe^ to hear from fome Gentlemeii 
in this Houfe as Ootid Harangues, as they are capable of 
making, upon the Utility and Wifdom of peaceable Mea- 
fures, which in a trading Nation is certainly a more popu- 
lar Subjei^, and confequently a Subje^ which a^ords a 
greater Scope for Eioqiience, than the Stibjeft of War caa 
aiford lo any Orator in the Kingdom. The Love of Peace 
and peaceable Meafures will always be a popular Subje^ 
^mong a rich and indullrious People, as long as there is no^ 
thing done for the Sake of Peace^ that is either dilhonoii- 
lable or dif^vantageoos to the Nation^ But when this hap- 
pens to be the Cafe, I ihall admii that War theti becomes 
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t CbM&l, dot Wf ^i&k Umicir«|^nn«d hmu^ Xe^ 
Silmn pnifMsledxi fMxuwnt for Oie ^abbc Ooeil 
1 ftaH grvac* Sk, diat ^ poblk I^at* « 10 W fits 
feii c il ?o c^ IstmA of iJiF prmie Mm 1 b»t I lioftt «c 
win be Ufeewiic g^raaidii ^n if itiv pi^itimlu |vrnl« 
MftB» or Set of pimtt Men, la MEb^ a tcml Loft I7 
iwiatis tobeiiM HrrtllA MliicGood. tile Wblie 49g^ 
to mats kki ill poffibk At oo ca>ai i 1 jwd cliiiidair» if 
aijSetofprtfttcMmclLbk tliat tWr in pattieokr wHI 
fa« ^g^iertd bjr wliat is pmofed ht ^ poblic Goal^ 
mai wt lee Cwofe cd bdiere tW it mav be lb« ^r« pm* 
T^f im^ht not only to recent tlieir Hcttioe« bmniiil- 
lowtbem to be hs9a4 hy thclt OHiikfcli ni^ tlMil»evei& 
alcho* [litre be no Likelihood tK^t inr diKoii^ C^Jitlktoii 
iQ Law. rtliting to ihck Phsperty^ C4n jiiiie Upcni our lU* 
WDbftdoti Imo the A^r. For if a privite &h>« itntiil 
fdier for the &tke of the Pgblk» we oa|hc to give him 
sn Opportunit)' of pokiiig the Amotmt ot what he n Ivke 
to fyiier appear as clearly as poHIble, in order that vtt 
nuv provide a. Remedy, or mike him ati tieqyAte Si til* 

However, Sir, as the Gentlcmrn of the other I^iJe hA¥t 
allowed r tkit, in t^es where difficult Pomil ot Law ie* 
Jiting to the Rights of prtfite Men mav rrob^blv ante, 
the Fetitionrrs ought to be Allowed Ciuinref, I think tint 
alone i^ fuifidtwc for convincing us thtt, iu the prclrr^i 
Cafe^ the Petitioners ou^hc to be admitted to be hciird by 
chemfdve$ or Coamd For, t think, it t^ evident, th^t 
a very nice Point of Law jnull arilc* when we cojue to tukc 
the Convention into t^onftderation. Wt mult ihtn rnqiiire 
into the Import and Meaning oif thofe \Voii.h in the K.\m* 
vention, by which w^efubmit all the Chums (Vt up by Spain 
to be regulated by Co'mmjiTiries. I hope ihcfc \Vord» Jo 
not import an Admiilion ot^ itny of their Llaini} ; but I lun 
Jar from being dear »s to this Point ; mid 1 it in Tuie ic i» .i 
Point in which the Property- of every one. of cnr Phtntcr* in 
the Wcll'Indie.s efpcdaUy jHiniJira* i* deeply concnnrd. 
J could mention lever j1 01 Wr is ice I'amts th.u will rR*bihly 
jirife in the Courfe yf ^uf J^amiuiuon i Inu thiJt 1 tAkett> 
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Aniion.Gto.IJ.be fiifficient for fiieinog the Neceflicy of admittmg die Pe^ 
1738*39^ titioners to be heard by Coanfel, even according to tfap 
Maxims laid down by thofe that argue againft it. 

Now, Sir, as to our Time* I muft confefs that an ho- 
nourable Gentlunan has fallen upon a very ingenious Me- 
thod for perfuading us, that more of oar Time will be 
taken up in hearing the Petitioners by their Couniel, dialb 
by themfelves onl^. He has told us, that if we order 
them to be heard by themfelves or Counfel, it will in £f- 
fed be, to hear them both by themfelves and Coanfd ; be- 
caufe, (ays he, we ihall £rft hear their Cafe flated by their 
Counfel, and then we ihall hear it fbited again by them, 
when they come to be examined as WitnefTes. I wiih the 
honourable Gentleman had confidered, for furely he knows, 
what is the Bufiners of Counfel, and what is the Buiinefs of 
WitnefTes upon fuch Occafions. It is the Buflneis of Coun- 
fel to ftate the Cafe, before the Examination of Witnefies 
begins, and to fum up the Evidence after it is over ; both 
which they are to do in as clear and as fliort a Manner as 
they can ; and it is likewife their Bufmefs to take Care, 
that every Witnefs fhall- give an Account of all the mate- 
rial Fadts he knows, in as plain and clear Terms as poffible. 
Then it is the Bufmefs of every Witnefs to give a true and 
fincere Account of all he knows, relatmg to die Affair upon 
which he is examined, and to give plain Anfwers to fuch 
Qneflions as fhail be put to him. This is their refpedtive 
Duties, and it is the Bufmefs of the Judge to keep them to 
their Duty ; therefore, after the Petitioners Cafe has been 
fbited by their Counfel, none of them can, and I believe, 
none of them will prefume to ftate it over again, when they 
come to be examined as WitnefTes : If any one of them 
ihould, any Member may rife up, and by giving him a pro- 
per Check, confine him to his Duty. But if we do not ad- 
mit the Petitioners to be heard by Counfel, what rauft be the 
Confcquence ? Some of themfelves mufl fupply the Place of 
Counfel. Some of them, by the Appointment of the reft, 
muft ftatc the Cafe at the Beginning of the Examination, 
and fomfe of them muft fum up the Evidence after the Exa- 
mination is over ; and thcfe very Petitioners, who are ap- 
pointed to (late the Cafe, or fum up the Evidence, may, 
nay, probably muft, be examined as WitnefTes, for proving 
fomeof the Fads that may not, perliaps, be known to any 
of the other WitnefTes ; for othervvile, you would lay the 
Petitioners under a very great Difad vantage, becaule the 
bcft Speakers among vhem may be the beft WitnefTes, and 
if you ftiould refule to hear them in a double Capacity, the 

Petitioners 
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Rtttioners miifl be <3cprivcd of baviJig their Caft feted by AnBetsJ 
tic beft, perhaps the only Spokdmen among thi;m, or of , 
baving their beft Witncffcs admitted to be txammcd. 
Therefore, in this W^j, as well as the other, they will have 
an Oppcrtciiitj, if they fiiotildilunk proper* atiay<^ft]iiuld 
, allow them, to lay their Cafe twice befor# you, firftaaPeri* 
tioners, and next as WitnclTes. But the Difference between 
the nvo Methods of hearing them* is, that, if you hear 
them by themfeltes only, sa diey arc not acoidomed to 
fuch Things, and may be more fangume than ihcy ought to 
be, mol^ People are in their own Caufe^ ihey will, probably » 
be more tedious, borh in ilating their Cafe, and fumming 
up their Evidence, than Cotinfel would be : And even when 
they are eximined as Witnefles, their Fear of forgetting any 
Thing material, will make them more apt to fall into Re- 
petitions and TautologieSj than they would be, had they 
Counfel at the Bar to direct them, and to pat them in 
mind of any material Fa^ which they knew, and had forgot 
to give an Account of. From whence, we muft conclude, 
that naore of our Time will be unneceA'arily taken up In 
hearing the Petitioners by themfelves only, than in hearing 
them by their Counfel. 

I have as good an Opinion in geneta! of the Talents and 
QualiiicatioBs o( thofe, who have the Honour to be Mem- 
bcrs of this Houfe, as any Man can have : I have a very 
great Opinion of the Abilities of fome among us ; but. Sir, 
as we are Judges, we cannot be Counfel in any Affair that 
comes before thi^ Houfe i unlefs we take up that Office 
whicbi the Lawyers fay, is the Daty of thofe who are the 
Judges of our inferfour Courts, I mean that of being Coun- 
fel for thofe that are accufed of any Crime orMifdemean- 
or. If we confider ourfelves in this Ltght, we mufl be of 
Conn! el a gain ft the Petitioners, we mnfk be of Counfel 
for thofe who, the Petitioners fay, have brought their 
Country into a moll difhonourable and difadvantageout 
Treaty i and in this Light, furely, we mufl allow the Peti- 
tioners to have Counfel, as other Profecn tors have ; becaufe 
we are all to be of Counkl, rather againft them than for them. 
But fuppofe it were other wife, ft nee nO Gentleman can be 
fuppofed to be fo well acquainted with the Laws, as thofe 
who are in d^ly practice ; therefore, T thlnkj it will be ex- 
tremely proper, if not abfolutely neceiTary, for us to hear 
Ciwnfcl upon the Point I have mentioned, and upon feveral 
other Points of L^w, that mny probably arife in the Couffe of 
the Examination ; r.nd as I think a great deal Icfs of our 
Time will be taken up in hearing the Petitionejs by their 
3 Counfel, 
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